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Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘2008 Base Period T- 
Bill Rate’’ (Rev. Rul. 2008-51) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No-
vember 12, 2008; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

EC–8720. A communication from Director 
of the Regulations Policy and Management 
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De-
partment of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Toll-Free Number for Re-
porting Adverse Events on Labeling for 
Human Drug Products’’ (RIN0910-AC35) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

EC–8721. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the Department’s Performance 
and Accountability Report for fiscal year 
2008; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–8722. A communication from the Presi-
dent, Overseas Private Investment Corpora-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, an an-
nual report relative to the Corporation’s 
audit and investigative activities; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–8723. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Inspector General’s Semiannual Report for 
the six-month period ending September 30, 
2008 and the Office of Inspector General’s 
compendium of unimplemented rec-
ommendations; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–8724. A communication from the Chief 
of the Trade and Commercial Regulations 
Branch, Customs and Border Protection, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Advance Information on Private Air-
craft Arriving and Departing the United 
States’’ (RIN1651-AA41) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on November 
12, 2008; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–8725. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on 
D.C. Act 17–536, ‘‘Firearms Control Tem-
porary Amendment Act of 2008’’ received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 12, 2008; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–8726. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on 
D.C. Act 17–537, ‘‘Chief Financial Officer Ap-
proval of Payment of Goods and Services 
Temporary Amendment Act of 2008’’ received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on November 12, 2008; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–8727. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on 
D.C. Act 17–538, ‘‘Franklin Shelter Closing 
Requirements Temporary Act of 2008’’ re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–8728. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on 
D.C. Act 17–550, ‘‘Public Space Rental Fees 
Amendment Act of 2008’’ received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on No-
vember 12, 2008; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–8729. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on 
D.C. Act 17–551, ‘‘Workforce Housing Produc-
tion Program Amendment Act of 2008’’ re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–8730. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on 
D.C. Act 17–552, ‘‘District’s Opportunity to 
Purchase Amendment Act of 2008’’ received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on November 12, 2008; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–8731. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on 
D.C. Act 17–553, ‘‘Consolidated Mt. Pleasant, 
Ward 2, and Ward 6 Single Sales Moratorium 
Act of 2008’’ received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 12, 
2008; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–8732. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on 
D.C. Act 17–554, ‘‘Targeted Ward 4 Single 
Sales Moratorium Temporary Act of 2008’’ 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–8733. A communication from the Regu-
latory and Policy Specialist, Bureau of In-
dian Affairs, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Indian Trust Management 
Reform’’ (RIN1076–AE59) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on No-
vember 12, 2008; to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

EC–8734. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Federal Trade Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘‘Hart-Scott-Rodino Annual Report Fis-
cal Year 2007’’; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

EC–8735. A communication from the Staff 
Director, U.S. Sentencing Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to the compliance of federal district 
courts with documentation submission re-
quirements; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–448. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Alaska State Legislature relative to security 
and defense matters; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 40 AM 
Whereas the Constitution of the United 

States imposes on the national government a 
duty to provide for the common defense, and 
the states and the national government work 
together toward the security of each state; 
and 

Whereas the Congressionally mandated 
Commission to Assess the Threat to the 
United States from Electromagnetic Pulse 
Attack found, in its report delivered July 
2004, that an enemy using a low-yield nuclear 
weapon detonated at a high altitude above 
the United States, delivered by even a rel-
atively unsophisticated short-range or me-
dium-range ballistic missile, could make an 
electromagnetic pulse attack against the 

United States, and that an electromagnetic 
pulse attack has the potential to place our 
society at risk and to defeat our military 
forces; and 

Whereas the Alaska State Legislature 
views with growing concern the development 
of nuclear weapons technology worldwide 
and the proliferation of ballistic missile de-
livery systems that are controlled by unsta-
ble and potentially hostile foreign regimes; 
and 

Whereas the threat from nuclear-armed 
ballistic missile attack has been reduced but 
not eliminated by the initial limited deploy-
ments of ground-based interceptors in Alas-
ka and California; and 

Whereas the Cold War doctrine of mutually 
assured destruction no longer represents a 
plausible security strategy because of the 
proliferation of ballistic missiles around the 
world; and 

Whereas the testing of ballistic missiles 
launched from ships by enemies of the 
United States could indicate the intention of 
those enemies to use a platform off the coast 
of Alaska to employ short-range or medium- 
range missiles for a nuclear-generated elec-
tromagnetic pulse attack on American citi-
zens; and 

Whereas, in 1997, the Alaska State Legisla-
ture was the first of many state legislatures 
to petition the federal government to de-
velop and deploy a robust and layered mis-
sile defense system that includes the most 
effective combination of land-based, sea- 
based, air-based, and space-based architec-
tures; 

Be it Resolved, That the Alaska State Leg-
islature urges the United States to work 
with the State of Alaska to ensure that the 
state is prepared to respond to and recover 
from an electromagnetic pulse attack; and 
be it further 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture urges the United States to expand its 
ballistic missile defense system, and also to 
develop other methods, to defend against 
electromagnetic pulse attacks delivered by 
ballistic missiles, including missiles 
launched at American cities from ships off 
the coast of Alaska; and be it further 

Resolved, That it is the policy of the state 
to include in its preparedness planning de-
fense against electromagnetic pulse attacks, 
as those attacks intersect with the full range 
of risks, threats, and hazards confronting the 
state; and be it further 

Resolved, That it is the policy of the state 
to educate Alaskans about the threat of elec-
tromagnetic pulse attacks causing massive 
losses of electric power and disruption to 
telecommunications and other vital services, 
including health, public safety, food, and 
transportation services that depend on reli-
able electric power; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture encourages municipalities and private 
industry in the state to examine critical 
vulnerabilities in their infrastructures and 
to prepare for massive disruptions that could 
be caused by electromagnetic pulse attacks. 

Copies of this resolution shall be sent to 
the Honorable George W. Bush, President of 
the United States; the Honorable Richard B. 
Cheney, Vice-President of the United States 
and President of the U.S. Senate; the Honor-
able Harry Reid, Majority Leader of the U.S. 
Senate; the Honorable Mitch McConnell, Mi-
nority Leader of the U.S. Senate; the Honor-
able Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the U.S. House 
of Representatives; the Honorable Steny H. 
Hoyer, Majority Leader of the U.S. House of 
Representatives; the Honorable John 
Boehner, Minority Leader of the U.S. House 
of Representatives; the Honorable Robert M. 
Gates, United States Secretary of Defense; 
the Honorable Samuel W. Bodman, United 
States Secretary of Energy; the Honorable 
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Michael O. Leavitt, United States Secretary 
of Health and Human Services; the Honor-
able Michael Chertoff, United States Sec-
retary of Homeland Security; the Honorable 
Condoleezza Rice, United States Secretary of 
State; the Honorable Mary E. Peters, United 
States Secretary of Transportation; the Hon-
orable Henry M. Paulson, Jr., United States 
Secretary of the Treasury; the Honorable 
Robert S. Mueller, Director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation; the Honorable Mike 
Mullen, Chair of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
the Honorable Mike McConnell, Director of 
National Intelligence; and the Honorable Ted 
Stevens and the Honorable Lisa Murkowski, 
U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don 
Young, U.S. Representative, members of the 
Alaska delegation in Congress. 

POM–449. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Pennsylvania memorializing the Congress of 
the United States to urge the Comptroller of 
the Currency for the United States Treasury 
to add the Pittsburgh Metropolitan Statis-
tical Area as a new Community Reinvest-
ment Act assessment area for Bank of Amer-
ica; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 789 
Whereas, Congress passed the Community 

Reinvestment Act (CRA) in 1977, which 
states that ‘‘regulated financial institutions 
have continuing and affirmative obligations 
to help meet the credit needs of the local 
communities in which they are chartered’’; 
and 

Whereas, the original act established a reg-
ulatory mechanism for monitoring the level 
of lending, investments and services in low- 
income and moderate-income neighborhoods, 
traditionally underserved by lending institu-
tions; and 

Whereas, in the spring of 1995, the Federal 
regulatory agencies released new CRA regu-
lations that outlined how Federal agencies 
are to assess the activities of lending institu-
tions in traditionally underserved neighbor-
hoods; and 

Whereas, the regulations, which became ef-
fective in January 1996, established three dif-
ferent tests for lending institutions, involv-
ing the lending, investment and service 
records of banks and provided a strategic 
plan option in lieu of a regulator evaluation; 
and 

Whereas, examiners rate lending institu-
tions as either ‘‘outstanding,’’ ‘‘satisfac-
tory,’’ ‘‘needs to improve’’ or ‘‘substantial 
noncompliance’’; and 

Whereas, scores falling within the cat-
egories of ‘‘needs to improve’’ or ‘‘substan-
tial noncompliance’’ can result in delays or 
denials of mergers, acquisitions or expansion 
of services; and 

Whereas, Countrywide Home Loans cur-
rently issues the most single-family home 
loans in the Pittsburgh Metropolitan Statis-
tical area at 4,763 loans and maintains 8.98% 
of the market share; and 

Whereas, Bank of America is ranked tenth 
in the number of single-family home loans 
issued in the Pittsburgh Metropolitan Sta-
tistical Area at 888 loans, or 1.67% of the 
market share; and 

Whereas, the total market share of home 
loans in the Pittsburgh Metropolitan Statis-
tical Area is likely to be 11.38% after the 
merger of Countrywide Home Loans and 
Bank of America; and 

Whereas, the most recent examination 
under the Community Reinvestment Act did 
not include the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania or the Pittsburgh region as an official 
assessment area for Bank of America; and 

Whereas, an analysis of fair lending prac-
tices conducted by the National Community 

Reinvestment Coalition (NCRC) reflected 
that Countrywide Home Loans provided Afri-
can Americans with only 2.3% of total prime 
loans issued, although they represented 7.4% 
of all households in the Pittsburgh Metro-
politan Statistical Area and lagged behind 
all lenders as a group; and 

Whereas, the analysis further reflected 
that Countrywide Home Loans lagged behind 
all lenders in the Pittsburgh region in the 
proportion of both prime and subprime loans 
to residents of low-income and moderate-in-
come tracts, and borrowers in minority 
tracts received a disproportionately small 
share of prime loans at 0.99%; and 

Whereas, Bank of America also provided 
African Americans with a disproportionately 
small share of prime loans issued, 1.65%, as 
compared to representing 7.4% of Pitts-
burgh’s population; and 

Whereas, the NCRC’s analysis further re-
flected that while low-income and moderate- 
income borrowers comprised 40.4% of the 
households in the Pittsburgh Metropolitan 
Statistical Area in 2006, they received a dis-
proportionately small number of the bank’s 
prime loans, 30.6%, and a larger share of 
subprime loans, 72.2%; and 

Whereas, a merger of these institutions 
would make Bank of America the largest 
lender in the Pittsburgh Metropolitan Sta-
tistical Area; and 

Whereas, without oversight under the 
Community Reinvestment Act, the credit 
needs of the local community could be dis-
proportionately affected and impact the 
level of lending, investments and services in 
Pittsburgh’s underserved populations; there-
fore be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
memorialize the Congress of the United 
States to urge the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency for the United States Treasury to add 
the Pittsburgh Metropolitan Statistical Area 
as a new Community Reinvestment Act as-
sessment area for Bank of America; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be 
transmitted to the Pittsburgh Community 
Reinvestment Group in appreciation and rec-
ognition of its efforts in providing economic 
justice, equitable investment practices and 
sufficient financial resources to revitalize 
communities throughout Allegheny County; 
and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency for the United States Treasury and the 
presiding officers of each house of Congress 
and to each member of Congress from Penn-
sylvania. 

POM–450. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the State of Michigan memorializing 
the United States Congress and the Presi-
dent of the United States to support addi-
tional funding to expand Amtrak’s capacity 
and routes in Michigan; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 200 
Whereas, ridership has increased 47 percent 

on all three Michigan Amtrak routes in the 
last six years. The Wolverine route, from 
Pontiac through Detroit to Chicago, in-
creased its passenger load 2.5 percent in 2007 
alone. The state-supported Blue Water route 
between Port Huron and Chicago saw in-
creased ridership of 3 percent in 2007. Rider-
ship on the state-supported Pere Marquette 
route between Grand Rapids and Chicago in-
creased 2.8 percent. All three corridors expe-
rienced sold-out trains in 2007, some on a 
regular basis, which may have limited their 
true earning potential. The trains contrib-
uted $500,000 of unanticipated ticket income 
to the state of Michigan; and 

Whereas, the trend of increasing passenger 
numbers continues in 2008. Over the first ten 
months of the fiscal year, Pere Marquette 
ridership is up 9.8 percent and Blue Water 
ridership has increased 6.5 percent. Revenues 
have grown as well, from 4.5 to 9.2 percent. 
These trends over the last six years suggest 
continued record numbers of passengers but 
less than potential revenue because of lim-
ited capacity, as witnessed by frequent sold- 
out conditions; and 

Whereas, Amtrak employs 114 Michigan 
residents and pays over $6.6 million annually 
in salaries and wages. Amtrak contracts 
with Michigan businesses for more than $5.7 
million in goods and services. 

Whereas, Michigan residents continue to 
face increasing fuel prices, traffic conges-
tion, and limited access to public transpor-
tation. We believe the time has come to gen-
erate additional economic growth and public 
transportation alternatives for Michigan and 
its residents by increasing passenger rail ca-
pacity and service; Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate, That we memori-
alize Congress and the President to support 
additional funding for passenger rail cars on 
Michigan’s three train routes, to consider in-
creasing capacity and routes in Michigan, 
and to consider the restoration of a second, 
mid-day passenger train from Chicago to 
Grand Rapids; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States, the President of the United States 
Senate, the Speaker of the United States 
House of Representatives, the members of 
the Michigan congressional delegation, the 
Governor of Michigan, the Surface Transpor-
tation Board, the United States Department 
of Transportation, the Michigan Department 
of Transportation, and Amtrak. 

POM–451. A resolution adopted by the Gen-
eral Court of the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts relative to recommendations result-
ing from the New Bedford Fisheries Summit; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

RESOLUTION 
Whereas, on May 28, 2008, a fisheries sum-

mit was convened in New Bedford with the 
purpose of sharing concerns regarding the 
conservation of stocks and maintenance and 
survival of fishing communities with our 
congressional delegation; and 

Whereas, as a result of this summit, a set 
of recommendations was compiled to be for-
warded to our congressional delegation re-
garding the regulations of the fishing indus-
try; and 

Whereas, the recommendations were as fol-
lows: 

A) There should be a one-year delay in im-
plementation of Amendment 16 to the North-
east Multispecies Fishery Management Plan 
to properly align the amendment with the 
2010 deadlines set forth in the Magnuson Ste-
vens Reauthorization Act and until better 
scientific data is available; and 

B) The costs and benefits of management 
should be evaluated taking into account the 
failure to maintain optimum yield and dis-
cards; and 

C) The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration approach to management 
needs to be revised, considering and taking 
into account the advice from the fishing in-
dustry while maintaining the conservation 
of stocks; and 

Whereas, under the leadership of our New 
England coastal congressional members, 
these recommendations are being advocated 
for; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Massachusetts General 
Court respectfully urges the members of the 
Massachusetts congressional delegation and 
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the leaders of the Congress of the United 
States to advocate for the recommendations 
set forth regarding the regulations of the 
fishing industry; and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions 
be forwarded by the clerk of the House of 
Representatives to the Majority Leader of 
the United States Senate, the Speaker of the 
United States House of Representatives and 
the members of the Massachusetts congres-
sional delegation. 

POM–452. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Pennsylvania memorializing the Congress of 
the United States to oppose the New York/ 
New Jersey/Pennsylvania metropolitan air-
space redesign proposals; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 673 
Whereas, the basic air traffic structure of 

the New York/New Jersey/Philadelphia met-
ropolitan area airspace was designed and im-
plemented in the 1960s and was last modified 
in 1987 with the Expanded East Coast Plan 
(EECP); and 

Whereas, the EECP proved inadequate in 
addressing the changes in volume and type of 
aircraft used by the National Airspace Sys-
tem and also caused major noise problems 
that resulted in a congressional mandate in 
the Aviation Safety and Capacity Expansion 
Act of 1990, requiring the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) to perform an envi-
ronmental impact study of the EECP and 
mitigate the noise; and 

Whereas, in the 1995 final environmental 
impact study, the FAA committed to miti-
gate noise in a follow-up regional study; and 

Whereas, in 2001, the FAA determined that 
aircraft noise pollution was the strongest 
and most widespread concern raised by the 
public, however, the FAA failed to include 
the reduction of aircraft noise as a formal 
goal of its regional redesign project; and 

Whereas, on December 20, 2005, the FAA 
issued a draft environmental impact state-
ment containing several proposals to rede-
sign the New York/New Jersey/Philadelphia 
metropolitan airspace; and 

Whereas, the airspace redesign involves a 
31,000 square mile, five-state area with a pop-
ulation of 29 million residents and 21 air-
ports, with particular focus placed on air 
traffic operations at five major airports, in-
cluding the Philadelphia International Air-
port in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; 
and 

Whereas, the FAA began implementation 
of the airspace redesign in December 2007; 
and 

Whereas, the FAA did not conduct proper 
environmental reviews or seek proper input 
from the public and air traffic controllers at 
Philadelphia International Airport; and 

Whereas, the FAA has shunned additional 
public hearing requests made by Federal and 
State legislators representing affected areas; 
and 

Whereas, since southeastern Pennsylvania 
does not have a regional airport authority, it 
lacks the ability to coordinate airport plan-
ning and operations, ensuring underuse of re-
gional airports and the overuse of the Phila-
delphia International Airport; and 

Whereas, the Commonwealth should not 
appropriate State money for improvements 
to the infrastructure of the Philadelphia 
International Airport until such time as the 
FAA fully addresses the safety and environ-
mental impact of the airspace redesign plan 
and offers a modified plan that incorporates 
the use of regional airports; and 

Whereas, the New Jersey Coalition Against 
Aircraft Noise and the Citizens Coalition 
Against Noise Pollution oppose these pro-
posals, arguing that the interests of the citi-

zens of affected areas have not been consid-
ered and that the proposals no longer pro-
mote aircraft noise reduction; and 

Whereas, it is in the best interest of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to oppose 
the FAA’s proposal to redesign the New 
York/New Jersey/Philadelphia metropolitan 
airspace; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
call upon the Congress of the United States 
to immediately suspend the FAA’s imple-
mentation of the New York/New Jersey/ 
Philadelphia metropolitan airspace redesign 
and hold additional hearings seeking the 
input of elected officials and concerned citi-
zens; and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be 
transmitted to the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration and each mem-
ber of the Pennsylvania Congressional Dele-
gation now serving in the United States Sen-
ate and House of Representatives. 

POM–453. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Pennsylvania relative to the Susquehanna 
Flood Forecasting and Warning System; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 929 
Whereas, the United States Army Corps of 

Engineers has fiscal year 2009–2010 operation 
and maintenance funding for six or seven 
stream gauges between the New York border 
and Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, that are a 
part of the Cooperative Streamgauging Net-
work in the Susquehanna River Basin, neces-
sitating stopgap measures to allow the 
United States Geological Survey to continue 
ongoing operation and maintenance of the 
gauges; and 

Whereas, Congress has reduced the appro-
priation and not made available the entire $2 
million necessary for the Susquehanna Flood 
Forecasting and Warning System, which in-
cludes the operation and maintenance of the 
stream gauges; and 

Whereas, the real time data provided by 
the stream gauges is of critical importance 
to water managers and others for a host of 
water management programs such as flood 
forecasting and warning, drought moni-
toring, water quality monitoring, regulatory 
purposes and recreational uses; and 

Whereas, the Susquehanna River Basin is 
one of the most flood-prone watersheds in 
the United States, with average annual flood 
damages of nearly $150 million; and 

Whereas, real time data are of particular 
importance for timely and accurate flood 
forecasts and warning activities in the Sus-
quehanna River Basin, where the Susque-
hanna Flood Forecasting and Warning Sys-
tem has helped to prevent injury and loss of 
life, to reduce flood damages by tens of mil-
lions of dollars and to deliver a benefit-to- 
cost ratio of 20:1; and 

Whereas, these water resource manage-
ment programs are inextricably linked to 
the public health, safety and welfare of the 
citizens of the Susquehanna River Basin; and 

Whereas, given the above considerations, 
there is a long-term, ongoing need for the op-
eration and maintenance of stream gauges 
for these various purposes and for sustain-
able sources of funding to allow that need to 
be met in the future; and 

Whereas, in the interest of avoiding dupli-
cation of effort, maximizing available re-
sources and promoting good government, the 
Susquehanna River Basin Commission plays 
an important coordinative role with Federal 
and State agencies through the Susquehanna 
Flood Forecasting and Warning System and 
also provides important technical assistance 
and public information services to the sys-
tem; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
urge the Congress of the United States to re-
store full funding for fiscal year 2009–2010 and 
provide sufficient funding in the Federal fis-
cal year 2010–2011 budget and beyond for the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration to fully fund at $2 million the Sus-
quehanna Flood Forecasting and Warning 
System to enable timely and accurate flood 
forecasts and warnings to be issued by the 
National Weather Service for the Susque-
hanna River Basin; and be it further 

Resolved, That the administrator of Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion be urged to discontinue withholding 
funds that are used for administrative pur-
poses, are critically needed for program im-
plementation and are appropriated for the 
Susquehanna Flood Forecasting Warning 
System; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States; the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget; to the presiding officers of 
each house of Congress and to each member 
of the Congress from Pennsylvania; the ad-
ministrators of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, to the United 
States Geological Survey; the Assistant Sec-
retary of the Army for Civil Works; the Com-
mander, United States Army Corps of Engi-
neers North Atlantic Division; the District 
Engineer, United States Army Corps of Engi-
neers Baltimore District; the Secretary of 
Environmental Protection, the Secretary of 
Conservation and Natural Resources and the 
Secretary of Community and Economic De-
velopment of Pennsylvania; the Executive 
Director of the Pennsylvania Emergency 
Management Agency; the directors of all 
county emergency management agencies in 
the Pennsylvania portion of the Susque-
hanna River Basin; and the Executive Direc-
tor of the Susquehanna River Basin Commis-
sion. 

POM–454. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the State of Pennsylvania relative to 
the natural gas market and energy policy; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 375 
Whereas, the Natural Gas Policy Act 

(NGPA) of 1978 authorizes the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to 
oversee the natural gas market; and 

Whereas, the United States Supreme Court 
has ruled that state regulatory agencies, 
such as the Pennsylvania Public Utility 
Commission, have no authority over inter-
state gas pipelines; and 

Whereas, the NGPA also continues the au-
thority of natural gas companies to acquire 
private and public property through eminent 
domain; and 

Whereas, these various Federal public pol-
icy decisions and rulings have resulted in a 
proliferation of interstate natural gas pipe-
lines over which state and local governments 
have no authority; and 

Whereas, the FERC natural gas certifi-
cation process does not properly protect the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s natural re-
sources; and 

Whereas, the FERC natural gas certifi-
cation process also fails to properly take 
into account the interests and values of 
property owners; and 

Whereas, some property owners state that 
they were not properly notified of a project 
in their neighborhood, and the Natural Gas 
Act of 1938 does not statutorily require that 
FERC hold a public hearing in the locality 
affected by a proposed gas pipeline; therefore 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate of Pennsylvania 
recognize fully the energy and environ-
mental challenges facing the Commonwealth 
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of Pennsylvania in general and the United 
States in particular; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Senate believe that the 
demand for energy continues to be a concern 
nationwide and that an effective national en-
ergy policy must include increased emphasis 
on conservation, renewable energy, demand- 
side management, as well as increased pro-
duction, and an emphasis on siting power 
generation near demand; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Senate recognize that 
an effective energy policy must be addressed 
nationally but should reflect traditional 
State and local authority over environ-
mental and energy matters; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Senate urge the mem-
bers of the Pennsylvania Congressional Dele-
gation to support legislation to amend sec-
tion 7(e) of the Natural Gas Act of 1938 to re-
quire that the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission hold a public hearing in local-
ities prior to authorization if so requested; 
and be it further 

Resolved, That the Senate urge the mem-
bers of the Pennsylvania Congressional Dele-
gation to further amend the Natural Gas Act 
of 1938 so as to preserve the fundamental 
rights of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
and its local governments and its citizens to 
determine the future of land-use polices; and 
be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the presiding officers of each 
house of Congress and to each member of 
Congress from Pennsylvania. 

POM–455. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Pennsylvania urging the Congress of the 
United States relative to gas and energy 
prices; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 546 
Whereas, coal, oil and natural gas cur-

rently provide more than 85% of all the en-
ergy consumed in the United States, which 
accounts for nearly two-thirds of our elec-
tricity consumption and virtually all of our 
transportation fuels; and 

Whereas, even with aggressive develop-
ment and deployment of new renewable and 
nuclear technologies, it is likely that this 
nation’s burgeoning and debilitating depend-
ence on foreign oil will surely increase over 
at least the next two decades; and 

Whereas, with continued strife in the Mid-
dle East and unrest in other oil-producing re-
gions, the price and supply of gas and energy 
have grown increasingly unstable in today’s 
complex, globalized economy; and 

Whereas, the Department of Energy fore-
casts a sharp and definite spike in gas and 
energy prices over the winter months, fur-
ther crippling consumers of this nation, es-
pecially those living in the northeast; and 

Whereas, more than 50% of this Common-
wealth’s citizens and 58% of this nation’s 
households utilize natural gas, forcing fami-
lies with low income to spend 10% of their 
annual incomes on energy costs; and 

Whereas, America’s economic viability, na-
tional security and citizens’ welfare depend 
on the continued availability of reliable and 
affordable fossil fuels; and 

Whereas, the economic duress of this na-
tion is further exacerbated by increasing en-
ergy prices, thus depressing consumer spend-
ing, which accounts for two-thirds of eco-
nomic activity in the United States; and 

Whereas, the lack of oversight and inquiry 
by Congress into the energy policy of this 
nation resulted in the five largest United 
States refineries earning $228 billion in prof-
its from 2001 to 2005; and 

Whereas, these unscrupulous and inordi-
nate profits were procured on the backs of 
hard-working Americans who struggle just 
to fill their gas tanks and heat their homes; 
therefore be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
urge the Congress of the United States to ex-
ercise due diligence on behalf of the citizens 
of this Commonwealth and of this nation by 
implementing oversight, inquiry and inves-
tigation into gas and energy prices to ensure 
that these exceedingly high prices are both 
necessary and ethically ascertained. 

POM–456. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Alaska State Legislature relative to revenue 
generated from oil and gas development on 
the outer continental shelf; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 17 
Whereas, under the Mineral Lands Leasing 

Act of 1920, the federal government shares 
with the states 50 percent of revenue from 
mineral production on federal land within 
each state’s boundaries; and 

Whereas, the shared mineral production 
revenue is distributed to the states auto-
matically, outside of the budget process, and 
is not subject to appropriation; and. 

Whereas, there is not a similar authority 
for the federal government to share federal 
oil and gas revenue generated on the outer 
continental shelf with adjacent coastal 
states, despite the vital contribution made 
by those states to our nation’s energy, eco-
nomic, and national security needs in sup-
port of production from the outer conti-
nental shelf; and 

Whereas, the states that sustain this crit-
ical energy production and development de-
serve a share of the revenue generated be-
cause they provide infrastructure to support 
offshore operations and because of the envi-
ronmental effects and other risks associated 
with oil and gas development on the outer 
continental shelf; and 

Whereas, under the Gulf of Mexico Energy 
Security Act of 2006, the federal government 
recognized the contributions made by Ala-
bama, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas to 
national security and agreed to give them 
37.5 percent of revenue from oil and gas de-
velopment in newly leased federal waters in 
the Gulf of Mexico; and 

Whereas, other coastal states, including 
Alaska and California, also support and 
should receive, on a regular and ongoing 
basis, a fair share of revenue generated 
through development on the outer conti-
nental shelf as compensation and reward for 
their contributions to the nation’s energy 
supply, security, and economy; and 

Whereas, there are presently 263 active oil 
and gas leases off Alaska’s coast, covering 
more than 550,000 hectares; and 

Whereas, since statehood, oil and gas pro-
duction from the outer continental shelf off 
Alaska’s coast has generated millions of dol-
lars in revenue for the federal government; 
and 

Whereas, the February 2008 lease sale in 
the Chukchi Sea generated an additional 
$2,600,000,000 in revenue for the federal gov-
ernment; 

Be it Resolved, that the Alaska State Leg-
islature urges the United States Congress to 
provide a means for consistently sharing, on 
an ongoing basis, revenue generated from oil 
and gas development on the outer conti-
nental shelf with all coastal energy-pro-
ducing states to ensure that those states de-
velop, support, and maintain necessary infra-
structure and preserve environmental integ-
rity. 

Copies of this resolution shall be sent to 
the Honorable George W. Bush, President of 
the United States; the Honorable Richard B. 
Cheney, Vice-President of the United States 
and President of the U.S. Senate; the Honor-
able Dirk Kempthorne, United States Sec-
retary of the Interior; the Honorable Harry 
Reid, Majority Leader of the U.S. Senate; 

the Honorable Mitch McConnell, Minority 
Leader of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable 
Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the U.S. House of 
Representatives; the Honorable John 
Boehner, Minority Leader of the U.S. House 
of Representatives; the Honorable Jeff 
Bingaman, Chair of the U.S. Senate Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources; the 
Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable 
Lisa Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Hon-
orable Don Young, U.S. Representative, 
members of the Alaska delegation in Con-
gress; and all other members of the 110th 
United States Congress. 

POM–457. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Pennsylvania endorsing the request for Fed-
eral funding to address vitally important 
water resource needs; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 719 
Whereas, the water resources of the Com-

monwealth of Pennsylvania are vitally im-
portant for domestic purposes, production of 
food and fiber, power generation, industrial 
and commercial purposes and recreational 
uses; and 

Whereas, the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania is a member of several interstate river 
basin commissions, including the Susque-
hanna River Basin Commission, the Dela-
ware River Basin Commission and the Inter-
state Commission on the Potomac River 
Basin, hereinafter referred to as the ‘‘Mid- 
Atlantic Commissions’’; and 

Whereas, the jurisdiction of the Mid-Atlan-
tic Commissions encompasses approximately 
two-thirds of the land area of this Common-
wealth and approximately two-thirds of the 
stream miles in the State; and 

Whereas, the Mid-Atlantic Commissions 
provide invaluable water resource functions, 
including planning and management activi-
ties to avoid conflicts between states sharing 
the same watersheds and among water users; 
and 

Whereas, the Mid-Atlantic Commissions 
were established by legislation enacted by 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the 
other member jurisdictions to each of the 
compacts, including the Federal Govern-
ment; and 

Whereas, the interstate compacts that 
were created as a result of this legislation 
require their member jurisdictions, includ-
ing the Federal Government, to provide equi-
table shares of funding in support of the Mid- 
Atlantic Commissions’ annual expense budg-
ets; and 

Whereas, the Federal Government has pro-
vided no direct funding to the Mid-Atlantic 
Commissions for the past decade in fulfill-
ment of its interstate compact obligations, 
resulting in the burden of financial responsi-
bility being shifted to the member states of 
the Mid-Atlantic Commissions, including the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; and 

Whereas, the President of the United 
States did not request funding in his budget 
request for fiscal year 2009 to fulfill the Fed-
eral Government’s equitable share of funding 
in support of the Mid-Atlantic Commissions’ 
annual expense budgets for fiscal year 2009; 
and 

Whereas, the 110th Congress of the United 
States, in its first session, enacted the Water 
Resources Development Act of 2007; and 

Whereas, section 5019(b) of the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 2007 requires the 
Secretary of the Army to allocate funds to 
the Mid-Atlantic Commissions to fulfill the 
equitable funding requirements of the re-
spective interstate compacts; and 

Whereas, the Mid-Atlantic Commissions 
have officially requested that funding be in-
cluded in the fiscal year 2009 Energy and 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 04:54 Nov 20, 2008 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00047 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A19NO6.068 S19NOPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 P
R

O
D

1P
C

67
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES10654 November 19, 2008 
Water Development Appropriations Bill in 
the amount of $1 million for the Susque-
hanna River Basin Commission, $715,000 for 
the Delaware River Basin Commission and 
$650,000 for the Interstate Commission on the 
Potomac River Basin; and 

Whereas, Federal funding is needed for the 
Mid-Atlantic Commissions to address vitally 
important water resource needs, among 
them the establishment of flow targets to 
guide the Susquehanna River Basin Commis-
sion’s management of major withdrawals in 
the Susquehanna River Basin, the initiation 
of flood mitigation activities in the Dela-
ware River Basin and the coordination with 
community leaders on drinking water source 
water protection activities; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
wholeheartedly endorse the request of the 
Mid-Atlantic Commissions for funding from 
the Federal Government in fiscal year 2009; 
and be it further 

Resolved, That all members of the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania’s Congressional 
Delegation are strongly encouraged to ac-
tively support the funding request of the 
Mid-Atlantic Commissions; and be it further 

Resolved, That the United States Senate 
and the United States House of Representa-
tives Appropriations Subcommittees on En-
ergy and Water Development be urged to 
place a high priority on the request of the 
Mid-Atlantic Commissions and to include 
said request in the fiscal year 2009 Energy 
and Water Development Appropriations Bill; 
and be it further 

Resolved, That pursuant to the require-
ments of section 5019(b) of the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 2007, the Sec-
retary of the Army be urged to recommend 
funds for the Mid-Atlantic Commissions in 
the fiscal year 2010 budget it submits to the 
Office of Management and Budget; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That pursuant to the require-
ments of the interstate compacts of the Mid- 
Atlantic Commissions, the President of the 
United States be urged to include funds for 
the Federal Government’s equitable share of 
funding in support of the Mid-Atlantic Com-
missions’ 2010 budget in the President’s 2010 
budget request; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Senate of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania and the governors 
and general assemblies of the other member 
states of the Mid-Atlantic Commissions be 
urged to consider the adoption of similar res-
olutions; and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States, the chairmen and ranking members 
of the United States Senate and United 
States House of Representatives Appropria-
tions Subcommittees for Energy and Water 
Development, the Secretary of the Army, the 
director of the Office of Management and 
Budget, each member of Congress from Penn-
sylvania and the governors and general as-
semblies of New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, 
New York, Virginia and West Virginia. 

POM–458. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Pennsylvania directing the Joint State Gov-
ernment Commission to conduct an in-depth 
study of the subject of developments of re-
gional significance and impact; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 845 
Whereas, on September 19, 2006, a massive 

landslide occurred in Kilbuck Township, Al-
legheny County; and 

Whereas, on October 24, 2006, the House of 
Representatives adopted House Resolution 
897, which directed the Joint State Govern-
ment Commission to conduct an in-depth in-
vestigation into the September 19, 2006, land-
slide and compile a report on its findings and 
recommendations; and 

Whereas, House Resolution 897 authorized 
the appointment of a four-member legisla-
tive task force and an advisory committee to 
assist the task force in this undertaking; and 

Whereas, the advisory committee estab-
lished under House Resolution 897 rep-
resented a broad range of expertise and in-
terests and included attorneys, geologists, 
engineers, land use planners, representatives 
of local and county governments, representa-
tives of community development organiza-
tions, environmental advocates, representa-
tives of Communities First!, the executive 
director of the Joint Legislative Air and 
Water Pollution Control and Conservation 
Committee, a representative from the De-
partment of Conservation and Natural Re-
sources, a representative from the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection and a rep-
resentative from the Department of Trans-
portation; and 

Whereas, the task force and advisory com-
mittee noted that possible issues contrib-
uting to the Kilbuck landslide included geo-
logically hazardous conditions at the site, 
inadequate coordination among regulatory 
decisionmakers and lack of capacity by some 
municipalities, particularly with respect to 
approvals of large, complex developments; 
and 

Whereas, the task force and advisory com-
mittee agreed to address the following seven 
subject areas that could help prevent the oc-
currence of such landslides: 

(1) revisions to the Pennsylvania Munici-
palities Planning Code; 

(2) regional planning and review; 
(3) resources to local governments; 
(4) the permitting and inspection process; 
(5) coordination of agencies’ actions; 
(6) standing and jurisdiction; and 
(7) disclosure of geologic concerns; and 
Whereas, the task force and advisory com-

mittee reached consensus on findings and 
recommendations as contemplated by House 
Resolution 897; and 

Whereas, on June 9, 2008, the task force au-
thorized the release of the report of the task 
force and advisory committee and the intro-
duction of the legislation contained in the 
report; and 

Whereas, as part of the findings and rec-
ommendations contained in the report, the 
task force and advisory committee acknowl-
edged that further consideration, discussion 
and analysis should be given to the subject 
of developments of regional significance and 
impact, which was addressed only briefly in 
the report; and 

Whereas, the members of the task force 
and advisory committee desired to continue 
their work regarding the subject of develop-
ment of regional significance and impact; 
and 

Whereas, the task force recommended that 
further consideration, discussion and anal-
ysis regarding the subject of developments of 
regional significance and impact should be 
authorized by a new resolution; therefore be 
it 

Resolved, That the Joint State Government 
Commission be authorized to reconstitute 
the task force and advisory committee es-
tablished under House Resolution 897 to con-
duct an in-depth study of the subject of de-
velopments of regional significance and im-
pact; and be it further 

Resolved, That the composition of the re-
constituted advisory committee be modified 
as necessary and that additional persons 
may be appointed as members of the advi-
sory committee; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Joint State Government 
Commission compile a report based on the 
findings and recommendations of the recon-
stituted task force and advisory committee 
and submit the report to the House of Rep-
resentatives as soon as possible but no later 
than two years following the adoption of this 
resolution. 

POM–459. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Alaska State Legislature opposing the enact-
ment of the Protect America’s Wildlife Act 
of 2007 that intends to prohibit aerial hunt-
ing of wildlife; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

CSHJR 31(RES) 

Whereas the Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game has experienced and knowledge-
able biologists familiar with Alaska wildlife; 
and 

Whereas the Alaska Board of Game openly 
discusses game management at board meet-
ings and makes decisions based on scientific 
data; and 

Whereas Alaska is a sovereign government 
within the United States with its own Board 
of Game responsible for managing the wild-
life asset to be utilized, developed, and main-
tained on the sustained yield principle, sub-
ject to preferences among beneficial uses, 
under art. VIII, sec. 4, Constitution of the 
State of Alaska; and 

Whereas many areas in Alaska are acces-
sible only by boat or aircraft; and 

Whereas Alaska presents unique living and 
wildlife situations of which many people out-
side the state might not be aware; and 

Whereas there is no shortage of predators 
in Alaska; and 

Whereas predator imbalance will destroy 
other species that are important to the eco-
system of Alaska; and 

Whereas there is legislation before the 
United States Congress to prevent aerial 
predator control; and 

Whereas the use of aircraft is a necessary 
tool for managing the asset of game animals 
to provide for abundance for personal use in 
Alaska; and 

Whereas much of Alaska’s wildlife rep-
resents a natural food source for many Alas-
kans; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture urges all members of the United States 
Congress to oppose H.R. 3663, the Protect 
America’s Wildlife Act of 2007; and be it fur-
ther 

Resolved, That management of fish and 
game in Alaska should be left to the experts 
in state. Copies of this resolution shall be 
sent to the Honorable George W. Bush, Presi-
dent of the United States; the Honorable 
Richard B. Cheney, Vice President of the 
United States; and President of the U.S. Sen-
ate; the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Hon-
orable Lisa Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and 
the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representa-
tive, members of the Alaska delegation in 
Congress; and all other members of the 110th 
United States Congress. 

POM–460. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the State of Michigan memorializing 
the United States Congress to enact legisla-
tion to help revitalize the economy in states 
with exceptionally high rates of unemploy-
ment by the creation of a Recovery State 
Renaissance Zone Act; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 222 

Whereas, our nation, the state of Michigan 
in particular, is being buffeted by the tumul-
tuous seas of economic change. Global manu-
facturing shifts have had a disproportionate 
impact on the Great Lake State’s manufac-
turing sector. Indeed, despite years of diver-
sifying our economy and streamlining our 
state’s governmental operations, Michigan 
continues to be one of those states trapped 
in this economic maelstrom; and 

Whereas, according to the latest U.S. De-
partment of Labor employment statistics, 
Michigan continues to lead the nation in the 
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rate of unemployment. Our average unem-
ployment rate has exceeded the national av-
erage by more than 50 percent in each of the 
past two calendar years, and the state is on 
track to break this mark again in 2008. This 
disparity clearly points to the fact that 
Michigan cannot wait for its long-term eco-
nomic development initiatives to see fru-
ition. The need for federal assistance in our 
efforts is immediate and pressing; and 

Whereas, Congress must enact a federal 
law that mirrors Michigan’s Renaissance 
Zone statute to create federal Renaissance 
Zones. States with average unemployment 
rates of 50 percent above the national aver-
age for at least the past two years must be 
designated as renaissance states. As renais-
sance states, they would qualify for two re-
covery benefits: (1) a statewide 100 percent 
increase in the federal investment tax credit; 
and (2) the ability to designate certain areas 
of the state as exempt from federal corporate 
taxes with a cap of $1 billion per year; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate, That we hereby 
memorialize the Congress of the United 
States to enact legislation to help revitalize 
the economy in states with exceptionally 
high rates of unemployment by the creation 
of a Recovery State Renaissance Zone Act; 
and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, and the 
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation. 

POM–461. A joint resolution adopted by the 
California Legislature encouraging the 
President and the Congress of the United 
States to provide a long-term extension of 
the investment and production tax credits 
for all renewable energy technologies; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 27 
Whereas, a diverse energy portfolio will re-

sult in a reduction of greenhouse gas emis-
sions, create jobs, stimulate economic 
growth and investment, and encourage a se-
cure energy future; and 

Whereas, a diverse energy portfolio will 
better position the nation’s energy system to 
respond to new local, regional, and environ-
mental challenges and population growth, 
and will take advantage of the development 
of new technologies that will lower the cost 
of renewable energy; and 

Whereas, Congress has shown a multiyear 
commitment to supporting the development 
of a diverse energy portfolio by imple-
menting and repeatedly extending federal 
tax credits for renewable energy; and 

Whereas, extending the federal investment 
and production tax credits will ensure con-
tinued robust growth of the renewable en-
ergy industry, which will help protect the 
American economy from energy shortages 
and price spikes that are harmful to business 
and consumers and are disruptive to invest-
ment; and 

Whereas, in 2008, there were over 42,000 
megawatts of renewable energy power gen-
eration projects under development in 45 
states; and 

Whereas, the federal investment and pro-
duction tax credits will provide the market 
stability and investor confidence that is nec-
essary in the wind, solar, geothermal, small 
irrigation power, municipal solid waste, non-
com ethanol-based closed-loop and open-loop 
biomass, and small hydropower sectors to 
encourage increased investment and growth 
in these technologies; and, 

Whereas, extending the federal investment 
and production tax credits for renewable en-
ergy sources will create more than 100,000 

jobs, will attract tens of billions of dollars in 
investment within the next year, and will 
continue to create thousands of jobs at high, 
medium, and entry levels; and 

Whereas, extending the federal investment 
and production tax credits for renewable en-
ergy sources will foster new business oppor-
tunities within California and generate rev-
enue for local economies; now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved by the Senate and the Assembly of 
the State of California, jointly, That the Legis-
lature of the State of California encourages 
the President and the Congress of the United 
States to provide a long-term extension of 
the investment and production tax credits 
for all renewable energy technologies; and be 
it further 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 
transmit copies of this resolution to the 
President and Vice President of the United 
States, to the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, to the Majority Leader of the 
Senate, and to each Senator and Representa-
tive from California in the Congress of the 
United States. 

POM–462. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Alaska State Legislature opposing the impo-
sition of the milk tax on Alaskans; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 16 
Whereas Alaska residents consume more 

milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, and other dairy 
products than Alaska dairy farmers are able 
to produce, making Alaska a ‘‘milk-deficit’’ 
state; and 

Whereas, because of their milk-deficit sta-
tus, the United States Congress wisely ex-
cluded Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico from 
the mandatory dairy promotion assessment 
or ‘‘milk tax’’ of the Dairy Production Sta-
bilization Act of 1983; and 

Whereas this exemption was maintained in 
the Farm Security and Rural Investment 
Act of 2002; and 

Whereas the National Milk Producers Fed-
eration and other dairy interests in the 
lower 48 states want to extend the milk tax 
to Alaska dairy farmers; and 

Whereas the milk tax would require Alaska 
dairy farmers to pay into the national dairy 
promotion program that presently benefits 
only the lower 48 states and does nothing to 
help Alaska dairy farmers or consumers; and 

Whereas Alaska dairy farmers and con-
sumers cannot benefit from the various dairy 
promotion, advertising, and research pro-
grams funded by the milk tax imposed on 
milk marketed by dairy farmers in the lower 
48 states; and 

Whereas the mandatory dairy promotion 
assessment would constitute an onerous, 
costly, and unacceptable new milk tax on all 
Alaskans, including dairy farmers, con-
sumers, school children, day care centers, 
residents of rural Alaska, Alaska Natives, 
small businesses, and others who would be 
forced to pay more for milk and dairy prod-
ucts that already are among the most expen-
sive in the nation: be it 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture strongly condemns and resolutely op-
poses imposition of the milk tax on Alas-
kans. 

POM–463. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Alaska State Legislature urging the United 
States Congress to enact H.R. 2419, sec. 12801; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

CSHJR NO. 14 
Whereas it is well documented that the 

Exxon Valdez oil spill has adversely affected 
the coastal region of the state and affected 
the economic status of communities in this 
region for many years; and 

Whereas the state’s commercial fishermen, 
who make up 80 percent of the plaintiffs 

seeking to recover damages from the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill, suffered economically as a 
result of the oil spill and, as a result, lost 
the opportunity to establish retirement 
plans or were limited in their ability to save 
for retirement; and 

Whereas these Alaskans would benefit 
from the contributions to retirement ac-
counts they could make by using money re-
ceived from the award of damages; and 

Whereas H.R. 2419, sec. 12801, would benefit 
these commercial fishermen by authorizing 
increases in the deductions and income caps 
applicable to traditional individual retire-
ment accounts, Roth IRAs, and other quali-
fied retirement plans to the extent of the 
amount of the damage award; and 

Whereas the bill would authorize indi-
vidual plaintiffs to average income from the 
award for tax purposes over the period Janu-
ary 1, 1994, through the end of the year in 
which the award is made: Therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture urges the United States Congress to 
enact H.R. 2419, sec. 12801, to provide relief to 
those individuals who suffered economic 
damages as a result of the Exxon Valdez oil 
spill. 

POM–464. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Alaska State Legislature urging the United 
States Congress to repeal sec. 511 of P.L. 109– 
222 (Tax Increase Prevention and Reconcili-
ation Act of 2005); to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

CSHJR NO. 41 
Whereas sec. 511 of P.L. 109–222 (Tax In-

crease Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 
2005) will require states, cities, counties, and 
boroughs that spend more than $100,000,000 
each year on goods and services after Decem-
ber 31, 2010, to withhold three percent of 
their payments to nearly all vendors and 
contractors for federal income purposes and 
to report nonwage payments; and 

Whereas sec. 511 of P.L. 109–222 (Tax In-
crease Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 
2005) was added by a congressional con-
ference committee without benefit of any 
public hearings in either the United States 
House of Representatives or the United 
States Senate; and 

Whereas, although sec. 511 of P.L. 109–222 
(Tax Increase Prevention and Reconciliation 
Act of 2005) was inserted into the legislation 
to save approximately $7,000,000,000 in federal 
taxes between 2011 and 2015, the effect of the 
provision is to increase the burden and costs 
to state and local governments by making 
these governments uncompensated and in-
voluntary federal tax collectors because no 
federal funding is provided to cover the costs 
of implementing sec. 511 of P.L. 109–222 (Tax 
Increase Prevention and Reconciliation Act 
of 2005); and 

Whereas sec. 511 of P.L. 109–222 (Tax In-
crease Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 
2005) creates another unfunded federal man-
date that will add a cost to state and local 
governments that exceeds the threshold of 
P.L. 104–04 (Unfunded Mandates Reform Act 
of 1995), and sec. 511 of P.L. 109–222 (Tax In-
crease Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 
2005) will therefore short-circuit the public 
process required by P.L. 104–04 (Unfunded 
Mandates Reform Act of 1995) and thus vio-
late that Act; and 

Whereas the Department of Administra-
tion, the University of Alaska, the Munici-
pality of Anchorage, the Fairbanks North 
Star Borough, and the Anchorage School 
District, all governmental entities in Alaska 
that are affected by sec. 511 of P.L. 109–222 
(Tax Increase Prevention and Reconciliation 
Act of 2005), have expressed serious concerns 
about it and have urged its repeal; and 

Whereas local governmental officials have 
stated that sec. 511 of PL. 109–222 (Tax In-
crease Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 
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2005) will be extremely difficult and expen-
sive to implement, requiring major program-
ming changes to financial and accounting 
systems and the hiring of additional staff; 
and 

Whereas, because of the three percent 
withholding requirement, local businesses 
will be discouraged from bidding on state 
and local governmental contracts for prod-
ucts and services, thereby dampening com-
petitive bidding and driving up the prices to 
offset the three percent withholding, and 
this, in turn, is likely to increase the cost of 
procurement by state and local governments; 
and 

Whereas sec. 511 of P.L. 109–222 (Tax In-
crease Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 
2005) will pose significant difficulties for the 
State of Alaska in its efforts to procure 
goods and services for the state, because 

(1) the state accounting system is 23 years 
old and cannot accommodate mandatory 
backup withholding; 

(2) it would take about a year to make the 
necessary systemic changes and require sub-
stantial additional record keeping to rec-
oncile the amounts paid to vendors and those 
amounts reported and remitted to the Inter-
nal Revenue Service; 

(3) obtaining exemptions to sec. 511 of P.L. 
109–222 (Tax Increase Prevention and Rec-
onciliation Act of 2005) would be difficult and 
costly; and 

(4) vendors might inflate their bids to com-
pensate for the tax withheld, resulting in 
higher prices to the state; and 

Whereas the state government accounting 
system does not currently have the capa-
bility to withhold vendor payments, and the 
state need only report payments for services 
over $600 a year to each unincorporated ven-
dor; sec. 511 of P.L. 109–222 (Tax Increase Pre-
vention and Reconciliation Act of 2005) will 
increase the accounting burden on the state 
by 

(1) requiring most but not all payments, no 
matter how small, to be reported, an ex-
tremely expensive and burdensome mandate; 

(2) requiring payments to all corporations 
to be reported, significantly increasing the 
number of vendors for which information re-
ports would have to be submitted to the In-
ternal Revenue Service; 

(3) requiring withholding on credit card 
purchases, a process unknown complexity; 
and 

(4) exempting certain types of payments 
that will likely require manual intervention, 
which would drive up the cost of compliance 
with sec. 511 of P.L. 109–222 (Tax Increase 
Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005) 
even further; and 

Whereas government agencies will have to 
obtain employee identification numbers or 
social security numbers for numerous indi-
vidual vendors to allow reporting to the In-
ternal Revenue Service, thereby invading 
those citizens’ rights of privacy and exposing 
them to the dangers of identity theft; and 

Whereas complying with sec. 511 of P.L. 
109–222 (Tax Increase Prevention and Rec-
onciliation Act of 2005) will have serious ad-
verse effects on the procurement practices of 
larger local governments in Alaska; for ex-
ample, the Municipality of Anchorage, the 
state’s largest city, with a population of 
about 261,446, which is 42 percent of the 
State’s total population, will incur costs of 
approximately $250,000 a year to reprogram 
municipal computers and financial systems, 
plus an estimated $100,000 to $200,000 a year 
of additional costs for ongoing operating ex-
penses; the Municipality of Anchorage’s fi-
nancial computer system is not set up for 
this procedure and will require extensive 
modifications at a significant cost, including 
the hiring of at least one full-time municipal 
employee; the use of procurement cards by 

the Municipality of Anchorage may have to 
be discontinued, and the use of checks, which 
are slower and more costly, may be re-
instituted; the Municipality of Anchorage’s 
online purchasing system will have to be 
modified and likely will no longer be cost-ef-
fective; and 

Whereas the additional costs of complying 
with sec. 511 of P.L. 109–222 (Tax Increase 
Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005) 
will place the State of Alaska and Alaska 
local governments at a competitive dis-
advantage in the procurement of goods and 
services; and 

Whereas, as a result of these burdens and 
difficulties, the state and affected local gov-
ernments believe that sec. 511 of P.L. 109–222 
(Tax Increase Prevention and Reconciliation 
Act of 2005) will not accomplish its stated 
goal of closing the budget gap; and 

Whereas these concerns were previously 
expressed by the state to the United States 
Congress through the National Association 
of State Auditors, Comptrollers and Treas-
urers; and 

Whereas S. 777 and H.R. 1023 have been in-
troduced in the 110th United States Congress 
to repeal sec. 511 of P.L. 109–222 (Tax In-
crease Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 
2005): Therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture urges the United States Congress to re-
peal sec. 511 of P.L. 109–222 (Tax Increase 
Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005). 

POM–465. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the State of Pennsylvania relative to 
hydrocephalus; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 406 
Whereas, hydrocephalus is a serious neuro-

logical condition, characterized by the ab-
normal buildup of cerebrospinal fluids in the 
ventricles of the brain; and 

Whereas, there is no known cure for hydro-
cephalus, which affects an estimated one 
million Americans; and 

Whereas, out of every 1,000 babies, one to 
two are born with hydrocephalus; and 

Whereas, more than 375,000 older Ameri-
cans have hydrocephalus, which often goes 
undetected or misdiagnosed as dementia, 
Alzheimer’s disease or Parkinson’s disease; 
and 

Whereas, with appropriate diagnosis and 
treatment, people with hydrocephalus are 
able to live full and productive lives; and 

Whereas, the standard treatment for hy-
drocephalus was developed in 1952 and carries 
multiple risks, including shunt failure, infec-
tion and over drainage; and 

Whereas, there are fewer than ten centers 
in the United States specializing in the 
treatment of adults with normal pressure 
hydrocephalus; and 

Whereas, each year, the people of the 
United States spend in excess of $1 billion to 
treat hydrocephalus; and 

Whereas, a September 2005 conference 
sponsored by seven institutes of the National 
Institutes of Health, and entitled, ‘‘Hydro-
cephalus: Myths, New Facts, Clear Direc-
tions,’’ resulted in efforts to initiate new, 
collaborative research and treatment efforts; 
and 

Whereas, the Hydrocephalus Association is 
one of the nation’s oldest and largest patient 
and research advocacy and support networks 
for individuals suffering from hydrocephalus; 
and 

Whereas, further research into the epide-
miology, pathophysiology, disease burden 
and improved treatment of hydrocephalus 
should be conducted or supported; and 

Whereas, public awareness and professional 
education regarding hydrocephalus should 
increase through partnerships between the 

Federal Government and patient advocacy 
organizations, such as the Hydrocephalus As-
sociation; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Senate urge the Federal 
Government to collect comprehensive statis-
tical and data regarding the seriousness of 
hydrocephalus and its impact on American 
families; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Senate designate the 
month of November 2008 as ‘‘Hydrocephalus 
Awareness Month’’ in Pennsylvania so that 
Pennsylvanians can become more familiar 
with hydrocephalus and the individuals dedi-
cated to finding its cure. 

POM–466. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Pennsylvania expressing support for Na-
tional Food Safety Education Month; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 896 
Whereas, in 1994, the National Restaurant 

Association Educational Foundation’s 
(NRAEF) International Food Safety Council 
created ‘‘National Food Safety Education 
Month’’ as an annual campaign; and 

Whereas, the purpose of ‘‘National Food 
Safety Education Month’’ is to strengthen 
food safety education and training among 
persons in the restaurant and food service 
business and to educate the public on the 
safe handling and preparation of food; and 

Whereas, there are more than 200 known 
foodborne diseases caused by viruses, toxins 
and metals and usually stemming from the 
improper handling, preparation or storage of 
food; and 

Whereas, bacteria are the common cause of 
the foodborne illness; and 

Whereas, foodborne illness costs the United 
States economy billions of dollars each year 
in lost productivity, hospitalization, long- 
term disability and even death; and 

Whereas, the United States Department of 
Agriculture estimated that in 2000, medical 
costs and losses in productivity resulting 
from five bacterial foodborne pathogens was 
$6.9 billion; and 

Whereas, it is estimated that in 2001 the 
annual cost of salmonellosis caused by the 
Salmonella bacteria was $2.14 billion, includ-
ing medical costs, the cost of time lost from 
work and the cost or value of premature 
death; and 

Whereas, the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) estimates that in the 
United States, there are 76 million illnesses, 
325,000 hospitalizations and 5,000 deaths per 
year due to consumption of food contami-
nated with pathogenic microorganisms; and 

Whereas, numerous cases have occurred in 
the United States and the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania: 2007—Salmonella from peanut 
butter in 44 states, 425 cases; 2006—E. coli in 
eight states from fresh spinach, 205 cases, in-
cluding 3 deaths; and 2003—hepatitis A from 
Chi-Chi’s sourced green onions in the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania; and 

Whereas, up to 2,000 cases of salmonellosis 
occur each year in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania; and 

Whereas, following four simple steps, con-
sumers can keep food safe from bacteria: 
clean—wash hands and surfaces often; sepa-
rate—do not cross-contaminate; cook—cook 
to proper temperature; and chill—refrigerate 
promptly; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
express full and enthusiastic support for 
‘‘National Food Safety Education Month’’ in 
September 2008; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the presiding officers of each 
house of Congress and to each member of 
Congress from Pennsylvania. 
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POM–467. A resolution adopted by the 

House of Representatives of the State of 
Michigan memorializing the Congress and 
the President of the United States to enact 
the Breast Cancer Patient Protection Act; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 296 
Whereas, in spite of progress that has been 

made in its diagnosis and treatment, breast 
cancer remains one of the most serious 
threats to the health of women. Its dev-
astating impact is felt across our country. 
According to the American Cancer Society, 
excluding cancers of the skin, breast cancer 
is the most common cancer among women 
and accounts for one of every 4 cancers diag-
nosed. It is estimated that 178,000 new cases 
of invasive breast cancer were identified in 
2007 and that an estimated 40,000 women 
died; and 

Whereas, although the frightening realities 
of breast cancer can strike any woman, suc-
cess in combating the disease is, unfortu-
nately, less universal. A patient’s chances of 
survival are increased with early identifica-
tion of the disease, access to good care at all 
stages of treatment, and comprehensive 
monitoring afterwards; and 

Whereas, congress is considering legisla-
tion that would take a strong step in the ef-
fort to combat breast cancer in our country. 
The Breast Cancer Patient Protection Act, 
S. 459 and H.R. 758, would require health 
plans to provide coverage for minimum hos-
pital stays for mastectomies, lumpectomies, 
and lymph node dissection for the treatment 
of breast cancer, as well as secondary con-
sultations. Among the legislation’s specific 
provisions is a requirement that a patient 
undergoing a mastectomy or lumpectomy to 
treat breast cancer be permitted a hospital 
stay of no less than 48 hours; and 

Whereas, the Breast Cancer Patient Pro-
tection Act would increase access to a level 
of care that can save lives and mitigate suf-
fering; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, By the House of Representatives, 
that we memorialize the Congress and the 
President of the United States to enact the 
Breast Cancer Patient Protection Act; and 
be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the Office of the President of 
the United States, the President of the 
United States Senate, the Speaker of the 
United States House of Representatives, and 
the members of the Michigan congressional 
delegation. 

POM–468. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Michigan relative to Agent Orange and Par-
kinson’s disease; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 273 
Whereas, Agent Orange was an herbicide 

used in Vietnam to kill unwanted plants and 
to remove leaves from trees which otherwise 
provided cover for the enemy. After its use, 
it was realized that Agent Orange contained 
dioxin, which is related to a number of dis-
eases, cancers, and other disorders. Many 
U.S. veterans are known to have been ex-
posed to significant amounts of Agent Or-
ange while fulfilling their military obliga-
tions; and 

Whereas, as required by law, the U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs (VA) recognizes 
many diseases as being associated with 
Agent Orange, including chloracne, acute pe-
ripheral neuropathy, and numerous cancers 
such as Hodgkin’s disease, multiple 
myleoma, and prostate cancer. Veterans who 
served in Vietnam between January 9, 1962, 
and May 7, 1975, and who acquire one of the 
recognized diseases are entitled to VA-fur-

nished hospital care, medical services, and 
possibly nursing home care; and 

Whereas, several studies performed at 
internationally recognized research institu-
tions, including St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital, have linked Parkinson’s disease to 
Agent Orange and other pesticides. Research 
work at St. Jude Children’s Research Hos-
pital linked genetic alterations associated 
with an increased risk of Parkinson’s disease 
to pesticide exposures; and 

Whereas, Parkinson’s disease should be 
added to the VA list of recognized diseases 
associated with Agent Orange. The Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Regional Office in 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, has deter-
mined in two cases that the Parkinson’s dis-
ease of veterans could have been caused by 
their contact with Agent Orange while on ac-
tive military duty; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, 
That we memorialize the United States Con-
gress to acknowledge that the neurological 
disorder known as Parkinson’s disease can be 
caused by exposure to Agent Orange and to 
require that the United States Department 
of Veterans Affairs offer assistance to U.S. 
Military members who, while serving their 
country, have acquired Parkinson’s disease 
through their exposure to Agent Orange; and 
be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, the mem-
bers of the Michigan congressional delega-
tion, and the Secretary of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. 

POM–469. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Michigan urging the Congress of the United 
States and the United States Department of 
Agriculture to continue to promote and 
prioritize the establishment of local farm-to- 
school initiatives; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 413 
Whereas, local farm-to-school initiatives 

improve child nutrition and promote local 
farming communities. These programs em-
phasize the purchase and availability of 
fresher and more nutritious local foods for 
consumption in schools. In addition, they 
provide an opportunity for students to gain a 
greater appreciation of where their food 
comes from and enhance markets for local 
farmers. Strong local markets reduce food 
costs and fuel use associated with trans-
porting foods long distances and increase 
food security; and 

Whereas, the federal government plays a 
critical role in the success of local farm-to- 
school initiatives. Federal support can make 
the difference between a successful farm-to- 
school program and a failed one. In par-
ticular, placing a priority on farm-to-school 
programs and giving schools flexibility in 
the use of federal funding received for school 
meal programs would make a huge dif-
ference; and 

Whereas, the 2008 federal farm bill (P.L. 
110–246) made major strides to remove road-
blocks and encourage the establishment of 
farm-to-school initiatives. Under the enacted 
bill, schools will now be able to show a pref-
erence for locally grown and raised foods 
without risking the loss of critical funds. In 
addition, the bill authorizes funding for 
grants that may be used to make fresh fruits 
and vegetables available in elementary 
schools and develop hands-on school vege-
table gardening and nutrition education pro-
grams at high-poverty schools; and 

Whereas, the promise of the 2008 federal 
farm bill will only be met if Congress and the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture follow 

through and continue to expand on the com-
mitments made. Full funding, regulatory 
flexibility, and a cooperative and collabo-
rative relationship with the states and local 
schools are needed to maintain the momen-
tum; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, 
That we urge the Congress of the United 
States and the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture to continue to promote and prioritize 
the establishment of local farm-to-school 
initiatives; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, the mem-
bers of the Michigan congressional delega-
tion, and the Secretary of Agriculture. 

POM–470. A joint resolution adopted by the 
California Legislature relative to 
fibromyalgia; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 25 
Whereas, fibromyalgia is defined by the 

American College of Rheumatology as a dis-
abling pain condition. Fibromyalgia symp-
toms include chronic pain throughout the 
body, extreme fatigue, sleep disorders, stiff-
ness, weakness, migraine headaches, and im-
pairment of memory and concentration; and 

Whereas, fibromyalgia is a common condi-
tion with no known cure that affects women, 
men, and children of all ethnicities; and 

Whereas, an estimated 10 million people in 
the United States and millions of people 
worldwide have been diagnosed with 
fibromyalgia; and 

Whereas, there is no test for fibromyalgia, 
so it often takes an average of five years to 
receive a diagnosis. Furthermore, medical 
professionals are frequently inadequately 
educated on diagnosis and treatment of 
fibromyalgia; and 

Whereas, many fibromyalgia patients find 
themselves underinsured or uninsured be-
cause they are too sick to work or have been 
denied health care coverage and access to 
treatments because they have fibromyalgia; 
and 

Whereas, fibromyalgia costs the United 
States health care system $20 billion annu-
ally and strongly impacts families who expe-
rience lost wages and extensive out-of-pock-
et medical costs; and 

Whereas, the California Legislative Wom-
en’s Caucus recognizes that 80 percent of 
fibromyalgia patients are women, that hun-
dreds of thousands of those affected by 
fibromyalgia live in California, and that 
there is an urgent need to respond to the 
vast needs of this patient population; and 

Whereas, the California Legislative Wom-
en’s Caucus has taken the National 
Fibromyalgia Association’s Pledge to Care 
by advocating for improved treatments, ex-
panded research, comprehensive health in-
surance coverage, and increased awareness of 
fibromyalgia; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate and the Assembly of 
the State of California, jointly, That the Legis-
lature respectfully urges the Congress of the 
United States to accelerate the federal in-
vestment in fibromyalgia research at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, to ensure ade-
quate Medicare and Medicaid reimbursement 
and coverage of fibromyalgia therapies, and 
to launch a multifaceted public awareness 
campaign on fibromyalgia; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 
transmit copies of this resolution to the 
President and Vice President of the United 
States, to the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, to the Majority Leader of the 
Senate, and to each Senator and Representa-
tive from California in the Congress of the 
United States. 
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POM–471. A joint resolution adopted by the 

Alaska State Legislature relative to the 
funding for special education in public 
schools; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 29 
Whereas the Constitution of the State of 

Alaska and other laws and policies of the 
state require educational opportunities for 
all children, including children with disabil-
ities; and 

Whereas enactment of the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act by the United 
States Congress transferred from the states 
to the federal government decisions per-
taining to the provision of education and re-
lated services to students with disabilities; 
and 

Whereas the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act requires the provision of a 
‘‘free appropriate public education’’ for stu-
dents with disabilities; and 

Whereas the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act authorized the federal appro-
priation of a sum equal to 40 percent of the 
average per-pupil expenditure for general 
education students under 34 C.F.R. 
300.701(a)(1); and 

Whereas the Unfunded Mandates Reform 
Act of 1995 (P.L. 104–4, March 22, 1995) pro-
vides that ‘‘the federal government should 
not shift certain costs to the States, and 
States should end the practice of shifting 
costs to local governments’’; and 

Whereas, according to recent estimates, 
Alaska received approximately 16 percent of 
the total cost of providing a free appropriate 
public education for students with disabil-
ities from the Congress for Part B services 
under the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act; and 

Whereas the lack of adequate federal fund-
ing for students with disabilities has forced 
states and local school districts to make up 
the difference through payments made for 
other critical education programs; and 

Whereas the lack of adequate federal fund-
ing for federally mandated services under 
the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act places a tremendous strain on all Alaska 
public school districts and on the ability of 
the districts to provide quality education for 
all students; and 

Whereas Alaska shares with every other 
state a chronic shortage of qualified special 
education teachers; and 

Whereas teacher preparation programs 
would benefit from full federal funding of the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
by attracting prospective applicants inter-
ested in a career of teaching special edu-
cation; and 

Whereas the underfunding of special edu-
cation programs affects the depth of services 
provided to students with disabilities; and 

Whereas, despite significant strides made 
in increasing and enhancing public education 
for students with disabilities, many of those 
students still do not receive the services and 
assistance they need to succeed in public 
schools; and 

Whereas the federal No Child Left Behind 
Act requires that 100 percent of students 
with disabilities attain proficiency in meet-
ing state education standards by the end of 
the 2013–2014 school year; and 

Whereas improvement in the rate of pro-
ficiency of students in meeting state edu-
cation standards is a primary indicator of 
school success under the No Child Left Be-
hind Act, creating the need for public school 
districts to provide greater access to and 
progress in the general curriculum for stu-
dents with disabilities; and 

Whereas the task of meeting the rising 
costs associated with attaining proficiency 
in the general curriculum for students with 

disabilities requires a strong partnership be-
tween local, state, and federal government 
agencies; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture strongly urges the President of the 
United States and the United States Con-
gress to fulfill their obligation to provide 
adequate funding of educational services for 
students with disabilities by providing 40 
percent of the average per-pupil expenditure 
for general education students in Alaska as 
authorized in the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act. 

POM–472. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Alaska State Legislature urging the United 
States Congress to reauthorize the Debbie 
Smith DNA backlog grant program; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 34 
Whereas DNA technology is increasingly 

vital to ensuring accuracy and fairness in 
the criminal justice system, but is not yet 
considered a routine tool for criminal identi-
fication by law enforcement; and 

Whereas over 50,000 law enforcement inves-
tigations have already been aided nationwide 
because of DNA matches made through the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Combined 
DNA Index System, bringing justice to vic-
tims and removing criminals from the 
streets; and 

Whereas the Innocence Project has used 
DNA in over 200 cases to exonerate persons 
who were wrongfully convicted of crimes; 
and 

Whereas Alaska and other states through-
out the nation have significantly expanded 
their DNA programs to include a growing 
number of convicted and arrested felons to 
match against unsolved crimes; and 

Whereas the demand for DNA testing in 
both violent and nonviolent crimes has con-
tinued to increase as the reliability of this 
evidence is proven; and 

Whereas many laboratories still maintain 
DNA backlogs of six months or longer and 
are unable to meet the growing demand for 
DNA testing, despite funding commitments 
from state and local governments; and 

Whereas the Debbie Smith DNA backlog 
grant program has permitted state and local 
governments an opportunity to begin to 
maximize the full potential of forensic DNA 
through backlog reduction, but much work 
remains to be done: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture strongly urges the United States Con-
gress to reauthorize the Debbie Smith DNA 
backlog grant program at current or in-
creased levels. 

POM–473. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Alaska State Legislature encouraging the re-
peal of the Real ID Act of 2005; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

RESOLUTION NO. 68 
Whereas the federal government has failed 

to show any measurable evidence that the 
implementation of the Real ID Act of 2005 
will make our borders more secure and bet-
ter protect our citizens from terrorism; and 

Whereas the state, under the Tenth 
Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, has always exercised its ex-
clusive power to establish standards and reg-
ulations for the issuance of Alaska state 
driver’s licenses and Alaska state identifica-
tion cards; and 

Whereas the federal government imposes a 
huge fiscal burden on the division of motor 
vehicles to implement the Real ID Act of 
2005; and 

Whereas noncompliance with the Real ID 
Act of 2005 will result in the federal govern-
ment punishing individual Alaskans for the 
actions of the state by placing limitations on 

Alaska residents’ freedom of travel and ac-
cess to federal facilities: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved That the Alaska State Legislature 
does not believe government should wage the 
war on terrorism at the expense of states’ 
rights and liberties of citizens protected by 
the United States Constitution and the Bill 
of Rights; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture does not believe the Real ID Act of 2005 
will make the United States measurably 
safer and encourages the United States Con-
gress to repeal the Real ID Act of 2005. 

POM–474. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Pennsylvania memorializing Congress to 
enact H. Res. 111, which establishes a Select 
Committee on Prisoners of War (POW) and 
Missing in Action (MIA) Affairs; to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 715 
Whereas, it is essential to fully investigate 

unresolved cases involving military per-
sonnel who served in the Vietnam Conflict, 
Korean Conflict, World War II, Cold War and 
Gulf War and who are missing in action 
(MIA), otherwise unaccounted for or known 
to have been prisoners of war (POWs); and 

Whereas, H. Res. 111, currently under con-
sideration in Congress, would establish a se-
lect committee to be known as the Select 
Committee on POW and MIA Affairs; and 

Whereas, the select committee will con-
duct a full investigation of all unresolved 
matters relating to any United States per-
sonnel unaccounted for from the Vietnam 
Conflict, Korean Conflict, World War II, Cold 
War and Gulf War; and 

Whereas, it is appropriate that the select 
committee be established to conduct this in-
vestigation; and 

Whereas, many of these POWs and MIAs 
are citizens of this Commonwealth; therefore 
be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives memorialize Congress to enact H. Res. 
111 and establish a Select Committee on 
POW and MIA Affairs; and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be 
transmitted to each member of Congress 
from Pennsylvania. 

POM–475. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Alaska State Legislature supporting federal 
funding for veterans’ health care and urging 
the United States Congress to ensure ade-
quate funding for veterans’ health care; to 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 11 
Whereas the United States Department of 

Veterans Affairs provides medical care for 
veterans who have risked their lives to pro-
tect the security of the nation; and 

Whereas the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs has the largest integrated 
health care system in the United States; and 

Whereas the missions of the United States 
Department of Veterans Affairs include pro-
viding health care to veterans, educating and 
training health care personnel, conducting 
medical research, serving as backup to the 
United States Department of Defense, and 
supporting communities in times of crisis; 
and 

Whereas the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs provides a wide range of 
specialized services to meet the unique needs 
of veterans, including treatment and care for 
spinal cord injury, blindness, traumatic 
brain injury, post traumatic stress disorder, 
amputation injuries, mental health and sub-
stance abuse, and conditions requiring long- 
term care; and 

Whereas federal discretionary funding for 
veterans’ health care is controlled by the ex-
ecutive branch and Congress through the 
budget and appropriation process; and 
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Whereas the United States Government 

Accountability Office report in 2005 high-
lighted the lack of resources and staffing 
available to the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs for processing an increasing 
backlog of veterans’ claims; and 

Whereas discretionary funding for the 
United States Department of Veterans Af-
fairs lags behind both medical inflation and 
the increased demands for services; for ex-
ample, the enrollment for veterans’ health 
care increased 134 percent between fiscal 
years 1996 and 2004, but funding only in-
creased 34 percent during the same period 
when adjusted to 1996 dollars; and 

Whereas former United States Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs Anthony Principi has pub-
licly stated that the United States Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs has been struggling 
to provide health care to the rapidly rising 
number of veterans who require health care; 
be it 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture expresses its profound gratitude for the 
sacrifices made by veterans who suffer from 
medical or mental problems resulting from 
injuries that occurred while serving in the 
United States Armed Forces; and be it fur-
ther 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture urges the United States Congress to en-
sure adequate funding for veterans’ health 
care. 

POM–476. A resolution adopted by the Cali-
fornia State Lands Commission supporting 
the Ocean Conservation, Education, and Na-
tional Strategy for the 21st Century Act 
(H.R. 21) and the National Oceans Protection 
Act of 2008 (S. 3314); to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

POM–477. A resolution adopted by the Cali-
fornia State Lands Commission requesting 
that Congress continue to enact, and the 
President reinstitute, the moratorium on oil 
and gas leasing within protected offshore 
areas; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

POM–478. A resolution adopted by the leg-
islature of the Republic of the Philippines 
thanking the U.S. Senate for the passage of 
S. 1315 known as the Veterans’ Benefits En-
hancement Act of 2007; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
The following reports of committees 

were submitted: 
By Mr. LEAHY, from the Committee on 

the Judiciary, without amendment with a 
preamble: 

S. Res. 707. An original resolution author-
izing the President of the Senate to certify 
the facts of the failure of Joshua Bolten, as 
the Custodian of Records at the White 
House, to appear before the Committee on 
the Judiciary and produce documents as re-
quired by Committee subpoena (Rept. No. 
110–522). 

S. Res. 708. An original resolution author-
izing the President of the Senate to certify 
the facts of the failure of Karl Rove to ap-
pear and testify before the Committee on the 
Judiciary and to produce documents as re-
quired by Committee subpoena (Rept. No. 
110–522). 

By Mr. LIEBERMAN, from the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs: 

Report to accompany S. 967, a bill to 
amend chapter 41 of title 5, United States 
Code, to provide for the establishment and 
authorization of funding for certain training 
programs for supervisors of Federal employ-
ees (Rept. No. 110–523). 

By Mr. LIEBERMAN, from the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs: 

Special Report entitled ‘‘Activities of the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs’’ (Rept. No. 110–524). 

By Mr. LIEBERMAN, from the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs: 

Report to accompany S. 3477, a bill to 
amend title 44, United States Code, to au-
thorize grants for Presidential Centers of 
Historical Excellence (Rept. No. 110–525). 

Report to accompany S. 1000, a bill to en-
hance the Federal Telework Program (Rept. 
No. 110–526). 

By Mr. KENNEDY, from the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions, 
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute: 

S. 1695. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to establish a pathway for the li-
censure of biosimilar biological products, to 
promote innovation in the life sciences, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Ms. COLLINS: 
S. 3691. A bill to amend the Commodity Ex-

change Act to require reporting and record-
keeping for positions involving credit-de-
fault swaps, to grant the Federal Reserve 
Board authority over investment-bank hold-
ing companies, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Mr. SANDERS: 
S. 3692. A bill to rescind Treasury Notice 

2008-83; to the Committee on Finance. 
By Mr. SANDERS (for himself, Mrs. 

LINCOLN, and Mrs. BOXER): 
S. 3693. A bill to limit the amount of com-

pensation for employees and executives of fi-
nancial institutions assisted under the Trou-
bled Asset Relief Program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. SANDERS (for himself, Mr. 
INHOFE, and Mrs. LINCOLN): 

S. 3694. A bill to amend the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act to limit obliga-
tions to $350,000,000,000, absent majority ap-
proval by the Congress; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. ENSIGN: 
S. 3695. A bill to require a 50-hour work-

week for Federal prison inmates, to reform 
inmate work programs, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. STEVENS (for himself and Ms. 
MURKOWSKI): 

S. 3696. A bill to establish a grant program 
to encourage retooling of entities in the tim-
ber industry in Alaska, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

By Mr. INHOFE: 
S. 3697. A bill to amend the Emergency 

Economic Stabilization Act to require ap-
proval by the Congress for certain expendi-
tures for the Troubled Asset Relief Program; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and 
Ms. SNOWE): 

S. 3698. A bill to prohibit any recipient of 
emergency Federal economic assistance from 
using such funds for lobbying expenditures 
or political contributions, to improve trans-
parency, enhance accountability, encourage 
responsible corporate governance, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Ms. SNOWE: 
S. 3699. A bill to direct the Administrator 

of the Small Business Administration to re-
form and improve the HUBZone program for 

small business concerns, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship. 

By Mr. KERRY (for himself, Mr. SPEC-
TER, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. INOUYE, 
Mr. BROWN, Ms. STABENOW, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. DODD, Mr. CASEY, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. 
CLINTON, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. SNOWE, 
Mr. MENENDEZ, and Mr. CARPER): 

S. 3700. A bill to encourage and support the 
development of high-speed passenger rail 
transportation in the United States, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. DODD (for himself and Mr. 
HATCH): 

S. 3701. A bill to provide assistance to Best 
Buddies to support the expansion and devel-
opment of mentoring programs, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. VITTER: 
S. 3702. A bill to provide for full and open 

competition for Federal contracts related to 
natural disaster reconstruction efforts; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. VITTER: 
S. 3703. A bill to ensure efficiency and fair-

ness in the awarding of Federal contracts in 
connection with natural disaster reconstruc-
tion efforts; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself and Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE): 

S. 3704. A bill to authorize additional Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation field agents to 
investigate financial crimes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. SNOWE: 
S. 3705. A bill to amend the Small Business 

Act and the Small Business Investment Act 
of 1958 to stop the small business credit 
crunch, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mrs. CLINTON: 
S. 3706. A bill to amend part D of title IV 

of the Social Security Act to prohibit States 
from charging child support recipients for 
the collection of child support; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mrs. CLINTON: 
S. 3707. A bill to recruit, train, and support 

principals for high-need schools who are ef-
fective in improving student academic 
achievement; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mrs. CLINTON: 
S. 3708. A bill to amend the Public Health 

Service Act with respect to health profes-
sions education, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. LEAHY: 
S. Res. 707. An original resolution author-

izing the President of the Senate to certify 
the facts of the failure of Joshua Bolten, as 
the Custodian of Records at the White 
House, to appear before the Committee on 
the Judiciary and produce documents as re-
quired by Committee subpoena; from the 
Committee on the Judiciary; placed on the 
calendar. 

By Mr. LEAHY: 
S. Res. 708. An original resolution author-

izing the President of the Senate to certify 
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