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RECOGNIZING NANCY PASQUALINO
OF SPRING HILL, FLORIDA

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 7, 2009

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor Nancy
Pasqualino of Hernando County, Florida.
Nancy has done something that all of us strive
to do, but that very few of us will ever accom-
plish, celebrate her 101st birthday.

Nancy was born May 12, 1907 in Brooklyn,
New York. Coming from a loving family, Nancy
grew up and attended school in Brooklyn. She
did not get married or have any children, but
she did have a long career as a bookkeeper
and office manager at Gucci Shops on 5th Av-
enue in New York City. While she has not met
any famous people in her life, Nancy said she
and her sister Connie are second cousins to
Mother Theresa.

Living in Hernando County with Connie,
Nancy says that the beautiful weather is what
drew her to this area of Florida. Still active in
the community, she is still driving her car and
has recently renewed her driver’s license. She
enjoys the company of her sister and likes to
read literature. Nancy’s advice to young peo-
ple today is that they should always listen to
their parents.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join me in
honoring Nancy Pasqualino for reaching her
101st birthday. | hope we all have the good
fortune to live as long as her.

——

BIPARTISAN CONGRESSIONAL DEL-
EGATION TO NATO PARLIAMEN-
TARY ASSEMBLY MEETINGS

HON. JOHN S. TANNER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 7, 2009

Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, during the
period November 10—November 18, | led a bi-
partisan House delegation to NATO Par-
liamentary Assembly, NPA, meetings in Valen-
cia, Spain and to additional meetings in Rome
and Florence, Italy. The co-chair of the NPA
delegation was the Hon. JOHN SHIMKUS. The
delegation also included, Representatives JO
ANN  EMERSON, DENNIS MOORE, JOHN
BOOzMAN, BARON HiILL, KENDRICK MEEK,
CHARLES MELANCON, CAROLYN MCCARTHY,
MELISSA BEAN, JEFF MILLER, MIKE ROSS, DAVID
ScoTT and staff. The NPA delegation had a
highly successful trip in which a wide range of
political, economic and security issues on
NATO’s agenda, as well as issues involving
the U.S.—ltaly bi-lateral relationship, were ex-
amined.

The NATO Parliamentary Assembly, NPA,
consists of parliamentarians from all 26 NATO
member states. The NPA provides a unique
forum for elected officials to analyze and de-
bate issues that the NATO leadership dis-
cusses in Brussels. In addition to the 26 mem-
ber parliaments, parliamentarians from coun-
tries such as Russia, Georgia, Croatia, and Af-
ghanistan also participated in the sessions as
associate states or observers and engaged in
the discussions and debates. Through these
sessions, delegates have the opportunity to
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learn first-hand the views and concerns that
other countries have over the key security
issues of the day. An invaluable aspect of the
meetings is the chance to meet and come to
know members of parliaments who play impor-
tant roles in their own countries in shaping the
security agenda that their governments pur-
sues at NATO. These contacts can endure
through a career, and can provide an invalu-
able private avenue for insights into each
ally’s particular views on an issue.

As NATO approaches its 60th anniversary
summit in April 2009, the key issues on the
agenda of the Alliance include the broader
issue of the future of NATO and more specific
issues including relations with Russia, energy
security, missile defense, the conflict in Af-
ghanistan, and emerging threats, such as pi-
racy. Each of these issues was on vigorous
display at the NPA meetings. The conflict be-
tween Russia and Georgia that played out this
past August was the one issue that dominated
the Valencia sessions. Many members of the
Alliance expressed concern that Russia has
begun to implement an increasingly assertive
security policy including efforts to intimidate
neighboring states, through the threat of force.
There was also continued concern that Russia
would use its energy supplies as a political
lever to influence European policy. It was clear
from our meetings that not only the United
States and NATO, but the European Union as
well, are concerned about Moscow’s posture
on a wide range of issues. There were, how-
ever, differences of opinion over how to struc-
ture future relations between NATO and Rus-
sia as well as the NPA and the Russian dele-
gates to the Assembly. While the consensus
among the delegates was that dialogue be-
tween NATO and the NPA and Russia was
important and should continue, there were
calls for the NPA to take some action against
the Russian delegation as a show of dis-
pleasure over Russia’s conduct in Georgia. As
a result, the Assembly, at large, adopted a se-
ries of measures limiting, for now, the partici-
pation of the Russian delegation. These meas-
ures included, among others, the downsizing
of the Russian delegation and the suspension
of Russian participation in Committee and
Sub-committee visits and the Transatlantic
Forum.

In addition to these issues, many of the
NPA delegates were extremely interested in
the outcome of the U.S. Presidential elections
and how the incoming administration would
conduct relations with Europe in general and
with NATO in particular. Questions over the in-
coming Administration’s views on Afghanistan,
Iran and missile defense were on everyone’s
agenda. A highlight of the session was a letter
that President-elect Obama had written to out-
going NPA President Jose Lello of Portugal
pledging to work with NATO and the NPA dur-
ing the Obama administration.

Before the opening sessions of the Assem-
bly’s plenary the U.S. delegation received a
detailed briefing from Ambassador Kurt Volker,
the U.S. representative to NATO. He very ably
prepared us for the nuances involved in some
of the issues that would be debated during the
NPA sessions, particularly regarding Russia
and whether NATO should offer a Membership
Action Plan to Georgia. In addition to the brief-
ing by Ambassador Volker, various members
of our delegation held private meetings with
NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop
Scheffer, who gave an overview of member
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state perspectives on the most controversial
issues confronting the alliance; he later ad-
dressed the NPA’s plenary session. The For-
eign Minister of Spain, who also addressed
the plenary, briefed several of our Members.
And, we met with General Bantz John
Craddock, Supreme Allied Commander for Eu-
rope who covered a wide range of issues, in-
cluding the situation in Afghanistan. | also had
the opportunity to attend a private meeting
with Mikheil Saakashvili, President of Georgia
who recounted the August conflict between his
country and Russia and what Georgia faces
today with respect to reconstruction of the
country.

Over two days of the NPA session, intense
meetings of the NPA committees took place.
There are five NPA committees. In each, par-
liamentarians presented reports on issues be-
fore the alliance. The reports were debated by
all members of the committee who often made
counter-arguments or suggestions for amend-
ing a report. Members of our delegation were
present in each committee meeting.

| chaired the Economics and Security Com-
mittee, which heard reports on reconstruction
efforts in Afghanistan, on Russia’s economy,
and on economic developments in India. Rep-
resentative BOOZMAN was the co-rapporteur of
this last report, which he very ably presented,
and which generated an interesting discus-
sion. The Committee also heard an interesting
presentation by Rodrigo Rato, former man-
aging director of the International Monetary
Fund who spoke on the impact of the current
global financial crisis. The Committee also
heard from Lt. Gen. Karl Eikenberry, former
head of the military command in Afghanistan
who spoke on the nexus between security and
development in Afghanistan.

The Political Committee heard several re-
ports that touched off sometimes animated de-
bates. Most notable were the reports on
NATO’s future political agenda and NATO’s
partnerships that included a lengthy discussion
on the recent Russia-Georgia conflict and the
future of Georgia’s membership in NATO.
There were significant differences of opinion
on who actually was responsible for starting
the war in Georgia and whether to grant Geor-
gia a Membership Action Plan for eventual
membership in NATO. U.S. Representative
MIKE ROSS was a rapporteur for a report on a
possible NATO political engagement with Iran.
When Mr. ROSs was unable to present his
paper to the Committee, Representative
CAROLYN MCCARTHY stepped in and made the
presentation. The report was well received.
Representative BEN CHANDLER serves as a
vice-chairman on this Committee and during
the session, Representative CAROLYN MCCAR-
THY was elected to serve as a Subcommittee
vice-chairperson.

The Defense and Security Committee heard
two reports on NATO’s ongoing operations, in-
cluding the ISAF mission in Afghanistan and
on the contributions non-NATO states were
making to NATO operations. The Committee
also received a report on NATO’s future capa-
bility requirements. During the session, the
Committee received presentations from the
Minister of Defense of Spain, and the Defense
Minister of Georgia. Representative TAUSCHER
is a vice-chair of one of the Committee’s sub-
committees.

The Science and Technology Committee
heard reports on energy security, reducing
global nuclear threats, and on missile defense.
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