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safer, healthier,
cally secure.

and more economi-

———
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THANK YOU, PRESIDENT BUSH

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, yesterday we wit-
nessed an achievement of democracy,
the peaceful transfer of power and wel-
coming our new President, Barack
Obama. I want to congratulate Presi-
dent Obama and wish him well.

I wish to thank President George W.
Bush for his service to this Nation and,
most importantly, his support of our
brave soldiers, sailors, airmen and ma-
rines, along with their intelligence
services and first responders. As a vet-
eran and father of four military sons, I
believe President Bush should always
be appreciated for defeating terrorism
overseas to protect American families
at home. The Bush success is clear
today. We have not been attacked in
the last 7 years.

Today I look forward to working
with President Obama as we have a re-
spectful debate on the future of our Na-
tion. We must work together for pros-
perity and security for all Americans.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th. My deepest sympathy to the fam-
ily of the late Camilla Knotts Wil-
liams, 100 years of age, of Orangeburg,
South Carolina.

———

TRUTH LIES SOMEWHERE IN THE
MIDDLE

(Mr. KRATOVIL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KRATOVIL. Madam Speaker, 1
come to Congress as a career pros-
ecutor, someone whose job it has been
to sort through facts in search of the
truth. In my career, I have found that
usually the truth lies somewhere in the
middle. Running for Congress gave me
the opportunity to meet with people
with divergent opinions.

But what I found was that as dif-
fering as their opinions may have been,
more often than not they shared the
same goals for their families and com-
munities. Most wanted more financial
stability. They wanted to send their
children to college, and they wanted a
government that didn’t interfere with
their small business, but provided in-
centive and opportunity to grow. Peo-
ple agreed that a clean and healthy
Chesapeake was vital to our region,
whether they valued the bay for sport,
commerce or tourism, and they wanted
a Congress that applied oversight to
every penny they appropriated.

The long and short was that my con-
stituents there were just as different,
they shared the same goals. In my first
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days as a Member of Congress, I found
the same to be true of my colleagues. 1
pledged to my constituents that I
would work with both sides of the aisle
in order to help accomplish these com-
mon goals, and that is the same prom-
ise I make to my colleagues. No party
has a monopoly on good ideas, and, as
always, if we work in a bipartisan man-
ner, we will find that the truth is
somewhere in the middle.

———

PEACEFUL TRANSFER OF POWER

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Madam
Speaker, yesterday we once again wit-
nessed the greatest of American tradi-
tions, the peaceful transfer of power
from one democratically elected Presi-
dent and leader of our Nation to an-
other.

Whether in times of peace or pros-
perity or war and economic difficulty,
this great Nation has never wavered
from its commitment to democracy
and to the power of the American peo-
ple to choose our leaders. This model of
how a free people govern themselves is
truly America’s greatest gift to the
world.

At a time of great challenges facing
our Nation, our new President was met
with a sense of hope and an outpouring
of support from the ever optimistic
American people. And whether you
consider yourself a Republican or a
Democrat, Barack Obama today is a
President for every American.

It is now time for us, in this Con-
gress, to work together to help our new
President govern through these trou-
bled times. Throughout our Nation’s
history, Madam Speaker, we have prov-
en that united we can overcome any
hardship and defeat any foe.

I extend best wishes to our new
President and my colleagues as we
work together to do our best on behalf
of the American people.

———

HONORING HOUSTON METRO
POLICE OFFICER ELIOT SWAINSON

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, yesterday the theme ‘‘One
America’ rose to the highest mountain
tops as we celebrated the inauguration
of President Barack Obama and Vice
President BIDEN. There were many
great heroes yesterday, those in the
audience and those working for us.

I rise today to congratulate one of
my own, Houston Metro Police Officer
Eliot Swainson, who, with his quick re-
action, saved a 68-year-old woman who
fell on a train station. With his atten-
tion to detail, seeing the Red Line
train coming very fast, he directed the
woman to get under a cove area and re-
main there because they could not pull
her up in time.
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Officer Swainson exhibited quick
service, a quick attitude and a great
deal of hope, and I am grateful that
there were many from my community
who were here to observe and congratu-
late Officer Eliot Swainson, a 15-year
Houston Metro Police veteran. They
were Rev. Samuel Smith, Rev. Harvey
Clements, Bishop James Dixon, Rev.
Lightfoot, Rev. Marcus Crosby, Rev.
Kirby John Caldwell, Rev. Edwin Davis
and many others who are so very proud
of the idea that we are, in fact, our
brothers’ and sisters’ keeper.

Thank you, Houston Metro Police Of-
ficer Eliot Swainson. We wish you well,
and we wish you the continued attitude
that in America we are all our broth-
ers’ and sisters’ keepers.

————

MEDIA’S DOUBLE STANDARD ON
INAUGURATION COSTS

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, yesterday we witnessed the hall-
mark of democracy of the peaceful
transfer of power. And, like President
Obama, we all wish our country a pros-
perous future.

Although the national media strong-
ly criticized President Bush for the
cost of his inauguration in 2005, such
criticism has been predictably scarce
for President Obama, even though his
inauguration was more than twice as
expensive as President Bush’s. For ex-
ample, a New York Times editorial in
2005 suggested that the war in Iraq
should dictate restraint for President
Bush’s inauguration.

We now face two wars and serious
economic challenges, yet the Times of-
fered no similar criticism of yester-
day’s event. Expensive inaugurations
are nothing new, and I am sure many
who faced traffic congestion and long
lines yesterday wished even more had
been spent on this year’s celebration.

But we need the media to be even-
handed in its treatment of Republican
and Democratic inaugurations, not
guilty of a double standard.

——————

SEIZE THIS MOMENT IN TIME

(Mr. CHAFFETZ asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Madam Speaker,
some among us believe that govern-
ment holds the keys to our prosperous
future. Some have argued that only
government can solve our challenges.

I beg to differ. Our freedom, our lib-
erty, indeed, our ability to live as free
people and thrive is directly propor-
tionate to the limiting of government
in our lives and in our pocketbooks.

We established a Constitution to ‘‘se-
cure the Blessings of Liberty.” Our
country was founded on the principle of
limited government.

Let us not mistake the need for a
more promising economic future as an
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