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Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating the Herkimer County Community
College Women’s Track and Field Team on
their victories. | am proud to represent such
talented athletes, and | wish them the best of
luck with their future athletic and scholarly pur-
suits.

———
INTRODUCTION OF THE NON-
NATIVE WILDLIFE INVASION

PREVENTION ACT
HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 26, 2009

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, today |
have reintroduced a bill to protect the United
States from harm caused by invasive species.
In the 110th Congress, | introduced H.R.
6311, the Nonnative Wildlife Invasion Preven-
tion Act, in response to the increasing eco-
nomic, environmental, and human health
threats posed by invasive wildlife species. |
am reintroducing this legislation as a proactive
approach to combating invasive wildlife spe-
cies by prohibiting their importation.

Nonnative plants and animals are known by
scientists to have been introduced into eco-
systems in all 50 States, the District of Colum-
bia, and the territories. Invasive, nonnative
species can harm the economy, environment,
other animal species’ health and human
health. Such harm ranges, for example, from
depreciating farmland property values and loss
of irrigation water to increasing spread of dis-
ease. Additionally, collapse of buildings, com-
petition with native animals, sport, game, and
endangered species losses, habitat alteration,
and other ecosystem disturbances, have all
resulted from the introduction of certain
invasive species.

Scientists and economists generally esti-
mate the cost of damages caused by invasive
species in the United States to amount to over
$123 billion annually. The risks associated
with the introduction and establishment of
invasive species, and the costs of mitigation,
will continue to rise concomitantly with the ex-
pansion of trade and increased speed and fre-
quency of travel around the world and within
the United States. The volume of cargo
shipped and exchanged worldwide continues
to increase and many communities across the
United States are experiencing growth in tour-
ism. These factors are reason alone to de-
velop protocols and a system for assessing
the risk of all nonnative wildlife species that
could be imported or introduced into the
United States.

Preventing the introduction of invasive spe-
cies is a significant challenge and priority for
many communities across the country, includ-
ing my district, Guam. Invasive species, for
example, threaten the biodiversity and the
ecology of the Florida Everglades, the Chesa-
peake Bay Watershed, and the Great Lakes,
among other national environmental treasures.
On Guam, the brown tree snake has caused
the extirpation of many endemic forest birds
and lizards. The coqui tree frog and the coco-
nut rhinoceros beetle are the latest species to
have entered Guam. Although these species
were 1 accidentally introduced, intentional in-
troduction of invasive species is something
that can and should be controlled. The bill re-
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introduced today would protect citizens, the
economy, and the environment from imported
wildlife species that have the known potential
to and that would likely harm our interests in
the United States.

Absent a comprehensive federal law ad-
dressing the importation of nonnative species,
the only protection is provided by the Lacey
Act Amendments of 1981. This law authorizes
the Secretary of the Interior to designate wild-
life species considered “injurious” to humans
and prohibits importation of such species into
the country. The process, however, to des-
ignate a species as injurious can take up to
four years, at which point harm has already
been done.

The Nonnative Wildlife Invasion Prevention
Act authorizes the establishment by regulation
of a risk assessment process to control the
importation of wildlife species. The bill adopts
a preventative approach by requiring the Sec-
retary of the Interior to develop with public no-
tice and public input a “green list” of species
allowed to be imported and a “black list” pre-
venting invasive species from entering the
country. Prior to approving a species to be im-
ported, the Secretary must evaluate its poten-
tial risk to human, other animal species, and
environmental health. Any imports of species,
which are not on the “green list,” will be sub-
ject to penalties under the Lacey Act Amend-
ments of 1981. The Secretary, however, may
permit importation of an animal of such other
prohibited species for educational, scientific
research, or accredited zoological or aquarium
display purposes. Finally, import fees will be
collected to cover the costs of the risk assess-
ment process.

| look forward to working with my colleagues
on both sides of the aisle to advance this leg-
islation and to strengthen the abilities of the
federal government to more effectively man-
age and prevent the introduction and estab-
lishment of nonnative wildlife species.
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THE AMERICAN FARM BUREAU
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MERCE AGREE: REPEAL THE $175
COW TAX: COSPONSOR H.R. 391
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Monday, January 26, 2009

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, last
year, the EPA published an Advance Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking for a rule to give EPA’s
bureaucracy regulatory oversight of green-
house gas, GHG, emissions under the Clean
Air Act. This rule would affect both mobile and
stationary sources.

If EPA is allowed to implement this rule, al-
most every small agricultural operation, includ-
ing family farms, will meet the 100-tons-per
year threshold. The cost of this rule will be a
“tax” of $175 per cow, $88 per head of beef
cattle, and $20 per hog. In addition, any new
farms or existing farm expansion will be bur-
dened with the “New Source Review” permit-
ting requirements. These permits, which are
extremely costly and time intensive, must be
acquired before any new changes take place.

While members of Congress may disagree
on regulation of GHG emissions, the final de-
cision should be made by Congress and not
mandated by the EPA. H.R. 391 asserts Con-
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gress’ authority over this issue by pre-empting
EPA from regulating GHGs under the Clean
Air Act.

Please join me and support our farmers by
cosponsoring H.R. 391. Congress must not
allow EPA to establish regulations that place
new costs on farmers and consumers.

Please contact me directly or have your
staff contact Rodney Bacigalupo at 5-2811,
rodney.bacigalupo@mail.house.gov, to add
your name as a cosponsor of H.R. 391 or to
request further information on this issue.

TRIBUTE TO MARGARET BUSH
WILSON
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OF MISSOURI
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Monday, January 26, 2009

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a great American—a feminist,
social activist, and accomplished attorney,
Margaret Bush Wilson was born before
women had the right to vote. A pioneer and
champion of woman’s rights, she was the first
woman to be president of both the St. Louis
chapter and Missouri chapter of the NAACP
and the second woman admitted to practice
law in the state of Missouri. | am privileged to
recognize this outstanding member of the St.
Louis community as her friends and family
honor her on the occasion of her 90th birth-
day.

K/Iargaret Bush was born on January 30,
1919 in St. Louis, Missouri. Her father James
Thomas Bush was a railway postal clerk and
her mother Margaret Bernice Casey Bush was
an outstanding educator. Both of her parents
were very active in the local NAACP. As a
young woman, she attended Talladega Col-
lege where she was awarded a Julia Prescott
Fellowship to study at Visva Bharati College in
India.

After graduating from college with a B.S. de-
gree in Economics, Mrs. Wilson benefitted
from the Supreme Court ruling in the case of
Gains v. Canada. That decision required the
state of Missouri to admit African Americans to
the University of Missouri School of Law, or to
establish separate but equal law school facili-
ties. Missouri chose to create Lincoln Univer-
sity law school, rather than to integrate. Mar-
garet Bush Wilson graduated from that law
school and passed the Missouri bar in 1943.

A dedicated public servant, Margaret Bush
Wilson served as U.S. Attorney for the Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Rural Electrification Ad-
ministration and as the Assistant Attorney
General for the state of Missouri. After her
marriage to Robert Wilson in 1944, the couple
established the St. Louis real estate law firm
known as Wilson and Wilson.

Her expertise in real estate law proved in-
strumental when she served as counsel for
the black Real Estate Brokers Association, an
organization initiated by her father. The orga-
nization was active in Shelley vs. Kramer, a
1948 Supreme Court ruling in which racially
based restrictive covenants were ruled uncon-
stitutional and unenforceable. Mrs. Wilson also
served as the head of Lawyers for Housing
where she championed one thousand new
housing units.

In her capacity as president of the St. Louis
chapter of the NAACP, Mrs. Wilson was in-
volved in landmark civil rights cases, including
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