
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH594 January 27, 2009 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CALVERT) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. CALVERT addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DUNCAN addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. FOXX addressed the House. Her 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

ECONOMIC STIMULUS PLAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2006, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. GINGREY) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. GINGREY. It is my privilege this 
evening to have the opportunity on be-

half of our leadership to take this hour 
and talk about a number of things, par-
ticularly to discuss this economic 
stimulus package that we are going to 
be voting on very soon, probably to-
morrow. And we will get into that, and 
hopefully some of my colleagues will 
join me on the floor. 

But, before I begin that discussion, 
Mr. Speaker, I wanted to take an op-
portunity to rise and to recognize a 
great woman who I am blessed to call 
Aunt Eleanor on her 95th birthday. El-
eanor Gingrey Murphy turned 95 years 
old today, Tuesday, January 27, 2009. 

Unfortunately, I will not be able to 
attend her birthday celebration, but I 
wanted to take this opportunity, Mr. 
Speaker, to honor Aunt Eleanor and 
wish her a happy and a healthy birth-
day. Eleanor Gingrey Murphy has lived 
a great life and has been a blessing to 
both her family and to her community. 

b 2115 
She was born on January 27, 1914, to 

Charlie and Effie Eubanks Gingrey, my 
grandparents, in Warrenville, South 
Carolina, just outside of my hometown 
of Augusta, Georgia. At the time of her 
birth, she had two older brothers, Bill 
and my father James Gingrey. About 2 
years after her birth, her youngest 
brother Charles was born. 

Just before Aunt Eleanor’s fourth 
birthday, her mom died in childbirth at 
age 26. My grandfather, Charlie, 
worked hard as a mail carrier and later 
as a carpenter to provide for his four 
children. But times were tough, Mr. 
Speaker, and the children often had to 
take care of each other when aunts and 
uncles were not available. After school, 
they often roamed the woods, learning 
the names of wild berries and fruits 
that were edible, and they would col-
lect them and bring them home for 
food. Eleanor was left to do all the 
cooking for the family at an early age; 
and she must have learned well, for she 
is a wonderful cook today. 

After high school, Eleanor followed 
her brothers to New York, where they 
had hitchhiked in their mid teens to 
search for work. While in the Big 
Apple, she met Bill Murphy. Bill Mur-
phy, an Irish immigrant who immi-
grated legally to the United States 
with his family from Limerick, Ire-
land. Eleanor and Bill fell in love and 
were married in 1937 at the St. Rose of 
Lima Catholic Church in New York 
City. They had both been working at a 
little restaurant, Mr. Speaker. Some of 
my New York colleagues may remem-
ber it; I think it was called the Horn 
and Heart, where you put a little coin 
in a slot and you could see your food 
and you pull out a sandwich or a salad 
or a bowl of soup. 

Well, they were blessed with five 
sons, my cousins, Larry, Billy, Charles, 
Tom, and Kenneth. Shortly after the 
birth of their second son, Billy, Elea-
nor and Bill left New York City, and 
they settled their family in a little 
town called Edgefield, South Carolina. 

Tragically, my Uncle Bill left this 
world at the age of 44 after suffering a 

heart attack while supervising a sand-
lot baseball game that he had orga-
nized among his own sons and the Afri-
can American neighbors. Once again, 
Aunt Eleanor was left to care for her 
family. Her boys were now becoming 
teenagers. At the time of my uncle’s 
death their ages, Mr. Speaker, were 12, 
13, 16, 17, and 19. And, believe me, times 
were not easy. Eleanor enrolled in 
nursing school, and she earned her LPN 
in order to support her family. Her old-
est son Larry had to cut short his Navy 
enlistment to help out at home. 

Through the years, Eleanor’s family 
has continued to grow with her love 
and her support. She now has 12 grand-
children, and 20, and I understand soon 
to be 21, great grandchildren. Aunt El-
eanor is a devout Christian woman who 
has a deep love for her family. She 
often remarks how blessed she has been 
to be able to watch her children be-
come old men. Fortunately, that in-
cludes her nephews and niece, of which 
I am a proud member. 

Eleanor Murphy is a remarkable, re-
markable woman with a generous and a 
loving spirit, and I ask all my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to 
join with me tonight in wishing my 
aunt, Eleanor Margarite Gingrey Mur-
phy, a happy and a blessed 95th birth-
day. And I thank you, Mr. Speaker, for 
allowing me to take the first part of 
this hour to discuss this wonderful, 
wonderful woman and to pay my re-
spects to her. 

Mr. Speaker, this is quite a week. We 
are going to be voting tomorrow on a 
bill that would spend $825 billion to 
stimulate our economy. I know that we 
all agree, both Republicans and Demo-
crats, in this body and 100 Senators in 
the other body, that these are dire eco-
nomic times. This country is in a deep 
recession, and something truly needs 
to be done about it. We need to stimu-
late the economy, we need to grow 
jobs, we need to free up credit markets, 
and we need to do it quickly. 

My concern, Mr. Speaker, is that this 
package is not the right package. Sure, 
there are some tax cuts in the package 
and there are some spending programs; 
but when this was first described, the 
idea was there would be monies spent 
for infrastructure projects all across 
this country, restoration of roads and 
bridges, money spent on rapid transit 
and repairing decaying infrastructure. 
And each State was asked to prepare a 
list of projects, and States including 
my own of Georgia laboriously went 
through this process to find projects, 
so-called spade or shovel ready projects 
that we could immediately get started 
or purchasing right away and getting 
these projects underway and putting 
people back to work. And it was an es-
timate that several hundred billion 
dollars would be spent on the these 
projects. 

But as this program has developed, 
and we now today at the 11th hour 
looking at this bill as it has been 
marked up on the House side, what we 
see is far different from what was origi-
nally projected. It is not unlike what 
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