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intolerance, and “in particular anti-Semitism
and anti-Islamism.”

In the strongest of terms | urge the govern-
ment of Venezuela to live up to this statement,
and end the incessant bullying and harass-
ment of the Jews of Venezuela.

————

HONORING AMBASSADOR JOE M.
RODGERS

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 4, 2009

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate the extraordinary life of Am-
bassador Joe Rodgers, who passed away on
Monday at the age of 75. He exemplified the
values of dedication, hard work and persever-
ance; and he committed himself to serving
others. This is the inheritance he leaves his
family and all those who knew him.

Although a native of Alabama, he built many
of the iconic buildings that define his adopted
hometown of Nashville. From the
Schermerhorn  Symphony Center to the
Wildhorse Saloon to the Country Music Hall of
Fame and Museum, many of the most well-
known and well-loved buildings in Middle Ten-
nessee will stand as a permanent memorial to
Joe Rodgers. He was an enormous force in
the construction industry, building a series of
companies that built hotels, hospitals, univer-
sity buildings and countless other structures
around the country and around the world.

Not content to rest on his success in busi-
ness, Joe Rodgers engaged in public life
through his support of candidates who shared
his belief in fiscal conservatism. He would
eventually become National Finance Chairman
for both the Republican National Committee
and the re-election effort of President Reagan.
In 1985, President Reagan named him the
U.S. Ambassador to France. His exemplary
service was rewarded with the rank of Grand
Officier of the Legion of Honor presented by
French President Mitterand. He also served on
both the Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board
and the U.S. Trade Representative’s Foreign
Advisory Committee.

At home in Nashville he was involved with
countless civic, charitable and religious groups
such as the Boy Scouts of America, the
Chamber of Commerce, the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes and Vanderbilt University.

Indeed it is difficult to find another person
who has had so much impact on so many dif-
ferent aspects of our community. He will be
missed and our sympathy is with his loving
family.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in appreciation of a life well lived.

——

NATIONAL TEEN DATING VIO-
LENCE AWARENESS AND PRE-
VENTION WEEK

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, we must pass House Resolution 103

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

and bring awareness to an often overlooked
yet extremely dangerous issue.

As a parent, | know the dangers my children
faced when they were growing up. | often lost
sleep worrying that something would happen
to one of my kids that was beyond my control.
It was part of the reason | decided to run for
Congress.

Today, more than ever, we need to make
people aware of the dangers our children face,
we never did. Children have such broad ac-
cess to information that it ages them in ways
still not fully understood.

They look at their favorite movie or TV stars
and want to emulate them. They research
adult topics on the Internet and share informa-
tion through cell phones and facebook with
their friends. They feel because they know
things they view as adult, they are adults. Par-
ents do not discuss regularly enough drug
use, domestic violence or sex with their chil-
dren.

This legislation will set aside a week to help
foster discussion between the parent and the
child, which is the number one way to prevent
the awful outcomes which have become far
too common on our daily news. This resolution
will also bring attention to this matter and
would let Americans know that this issue is
serious.

The statistics are staggering: one out of
every eleven adolescents have reported they
have been the victim of a physical abuse. Of
the teenagers who are in “serious relation-
ships” one in five have reported being abused
in some way. Our children are trying to be like
us and in the process they are growing up far
too fast. The scariest statistic is, of children
who are between the age of 11 and 12, the
youngest of our teens, has been or knows
someone who has been abused. This is a true
travesty.

We can no longer sit by and reminisce
about the golden age of child rearing. Children
can not be left alone and can expect to turn
out like we did. As Chair of the Congressional
Children’s Caucus, | have worked tirelessly to
ensure all America’s children can lead safe
and productive lives. We must ensure they get
the right start.

This resolution will not only prevent our chil-
dren from living through a terrible ordeal, but
it will also help curtail future attacks. Evidence
exists showing the severity of domestic vio-
lence among a couple is far greater if there is
a pattern of abuse from early on in the abus-
er's life. We have a duty to protect our chil-
dren and we have a duty to protect our fellow
citizens and assure the right to live in peace.

Proclaiming this week National Teen Dating
Violence Awareness and Prevention Week will
show how serious this issue is and continue
the discussion which has already begun in
many homes. This resolution will also expand
the discussion to many homes in the district |
represent as well as the rest of the country.
We must pass this resolution today and send
a clear message to our fellow citizens that this
issue will not go away.

Madam Speaker, | urge its immediate pas-
sage so we can begin to solve a problem
that’'s gone unchecked far too long. We can
make a difference in these and future young
adults. The time to act is now.
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MIDDLE CLASS INVESTOR RELIEF
ACT

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 4, 2009

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, in the past year,
shareholders in American companies have
seen the value of their holdings drop by 30
percent. Congress is taking action to stimulate
our economy, and reviewing options to
strengthen oversight of the capital markets
that keep our economy going.

We must not forget the small investor. Mid-
dle class families have watched their nest
eggs shrink and their home values drop. Their
shaken confidence impacts consumer spend-
ing and the future growth of our nation’s econ-
omy. Some middle class Americans nearing
retirement may need to work additional years
to earn back their stock losses.

With continuing economic uncertainty, we
must bring relief to middle class families while
boosting investor confidence in an uncertain
stock market. Today, | am introducing the Mid-
dle Class Investor Relief Act, increasing the
maximum annual capital loss a taxpayer can
take from $3,000 to $20,000.

Current tax law is asymmetrical with regard
to taxing capital gains and writing off capital
losses. Long-term gains are taxed at 15 per-
cent while capital loss write-offs are capped at
$3,000 per year. An individual who lost more
than $3,000 in the stock market could take
years to rebuild his or her holdings. The Mid-
dle Class Investor Relief Act will correct the
asymmetry of current tax law and help middle
class Americans recover losses and rebuild
their portfolios.

———

2008 REALTOR ACHIEVEMENT
AWARD: MICHELE BRENNAN

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 4, 2009

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, | rise in
recognition of a wonderful American, a de-
voted professional, volunteer and personal
friend. Michele Brennan, a constituent, was re-
cently honored by the Seattle-King County As-
sociation of Realtors with “The Realtor
Achievement Award” for an extraordinary body
of work improving both the association and
real estate industry overall.

Michele, a dedicated wife and mother of two
children, has worked in the real estate industry
for 25 years. She ensures that my office is
aware of the issues important for Realtors, the
families they serve, and my constituents in the
Eighth District of Washington.

Apart from her professional duties in the
real estate industry, Michele is a selfless lead-
er dedicated to the betterment of her commu-
nity. A long-serving volunteer in the Auburn,
Washington School District, Michele has also
served as president of the Kent, Washington
Swim and Tennis Club and as a member of
the Windermere Foundation Board, where she
worked hard on behalf of needy families and
children. It is difficult to fully explain Michele’s
dedicated community involvement because, ei-
ther as a leader or “behind-the-scenes” orga-
nizer, Michele is interested not in earning
praise, but only in making a positive impact.
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