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(e) RECONCILIATION.—Whenever the Com-
mittee is directed in a concurrent resolution
on the budget to determine and recommend
changes in laws, bills, or resolutions under
the reconciliation process, it shall promptly
make such determination and recommenda-
tions, and report a reconciliation bill or res-
olution (or both) to the House or submit such
recommendations to the Committee on the
Budget, in accordance with the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974.

RULE XIV. RECORDS.

(a) KEEPING OF RECORDS.—The Committee
shall keep a complete record of all Com-
mittee action which shall include—

(1) in the case of any meeting or hearing
transcripts, a substantially verbatim ac-
count of remarks actually made during the
proceedings, subject only to technical, gram-
matical, and typographical corrections au-
thorized by the person making the remarks
involved; and

(2) a record of the votes on any question on
which a record vote is demanded.

(b) PUuBLIC INSPECTION.—The result of each
such record vote shall be made available by
the Committee for inspection by the public
at reasonable times in the offices of the
Committee. Information so available for
public inspection shall include a description
of the amendment, motion, order, or other
proposition and the name of each member
voting for and each member voting against
such amendment, motion, order, or propo-
sition, and the names of those members
present but not voting.

(¢c) PROPERTY OF THE HOUSE.—All Com-
mittee hearings, records, data, charts, and
files shall be kept separate and distinct from
the congressional office records of the mem-
ber serving as Chairman of the Committee;
and such records shall be the property of the
House and all members of the House shall
have access thereto.

(d) AVAILABILITY OF ARCHIVED RECORDS.—
The records of the Committee at the Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration
shall be made available for public use in ac-
cordance with Rule VII of the Rules of the
House. The Chairman shall notify the rank-
ing minority member of the Committee of
any decision, pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or
clause 4(b) of such rule, to withhold a record
otherwise available, and the matter shall be
presented to the Committee for a determina-
tion on written request of any member of the
Committee.

(e) AUTHORITY TO PRINT.—The Committee
is authorized to have printed and bound tes-
timony and other data presented at hearings
held by the Committee. All costs of steno-
graphic services and transcripts in connec-
tion with any meeting or hearing of the
Committee shall be paid as provided in
clause 1(c) of Rule XI of the House.

RULE XV. COMMITTEE BUDGETS.

(a) BIENNIAL BUDGET.—The Chairman, in
consultation with the chairman of each sub-
committee, the majority members of the
Committee, and the minority members of
the Committee, shall, for each Congress, pre-
pare a consolidated Committee budget. Such
budget shall include necessary amounts for
staff personnel, necessary travel, investiga-
tion, and other expenses of the Committee.

(b) ADDITIONAL EXPENSES.—Authorization
for the payment of additional or unforeseen
Committee expenses may be procured by one
or more additional expense resolutions proc-
essed in the same manner as set out herein.

(c) TRAVEL REQUESTS.—The Chairman or
any chairman of a subcommittee may ini-
tiate necessary travel requests as provided in
Committee Rule XVII within the limits of
the consolidated budget as approved by the
House and the Chairman may execute nec-
essary vouchers thereof.
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(d) MONTHLY REPORTS.—Once monthly, the
Chairman shall submit to the Committee on
House Administration, in writing, a full and
detailed accounting of all expenditures made
during the period since the last such ac-
counting from the amount budgeted to the
Committee. Such report shall show the
amount and purpose of such expenditure and
the budget to which such expenditure is at-
tributed. A copy of such monthly report
shall be available in the Committee office for
review by members of the Committee.

RULE XVI. COMMITTEE STAFF.

(a) APPOINTMENT BY CHAIRMAN.—The Chair-
man shall appoint and determine the remu-
neration of, and may remove, the employees
of the Committee not assigned to the minor-
ity. The staff of the Committee not assigned
to the minority shall be under the general
supervision and direction of the Chairman,
who shall establish and assign the duties and
responsibilities of such staff members and
delegate such authority as he or she deter-
mines appropriate.

(b) APPOINTMENT BY RANKING MINORITY
MEMBER.—The ranking minority member of
the Committee shall appoint and determine
the remuneration of, and may remove, the
staff assigned to the minority within the
budget approved for such purposes. The staff
assigned to the minority shall be under the
general supervision and direction of the
ranking minority member of the Committee
who may delegate such authority as he or
she determines appropriate.

(c) INTENTION REGARDING STAFF.—It is in-
tended that the skills and experience of all
members of the Committee staff shall be
available to all members of the Committee.
RULE XVII. TRAVEL OF MEMBERS AND STAFF.

(a) APPROVAL.—Consistent with the pri-
mary expense resolution and such additional
expense resolutions as may have been ap-
proved, the provisions of this rule shall gov-
ern travel of Committee members and staff.
Travel to be reimbursed from funds set aside
for the Committee for any member or any
staff member shall be paid only upon the
prior authorization of the Chairman. Travel
shall be authorized by the Chairman for any
member and any staff member in connection
with the attendance of hearings conducted
by the Committee or any subcommittee and
meetings, conferences, and investigations
which involve activities or subject matter
under the general jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee. Before such authorization is given
there shall be submitted to the Chairman in
writing the following:

(1) The purpose of the travel.

(2) The dates during which the travel is to
be made and the date or dates of the event
for which the travel is being made.

(3) The location of the event for which the
travel is to be made.

(4) The names of members and staff seek-
ing authorization.

(b) SUBCOMMITTEE TRAVEL.—In the case of
travel of members and staff of a sub-
committee to hearings, meetings, con-
ferences, and investigations involving activi-
ties or subject matter under the legislative
assignment of such subcommittee, prior au-
thorization must be obtained from the sub-
committee chairman and the Chairman.
Such prior authorization shall be given by
the Chairman only upon the representation
by the chairman of such subcommittee in
writing setting forth those items enumer-
ated in subparagraphs (1), (2), (3), and (4) of
paragraph (a) and that there has been a com-
pliance where applicable with Committee
Rule VI.

(c) TRAVEL OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of travel out-
side the United States of members and staff
of the Committee or of a subcommittee for
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the purpose of conducting hearings, inves-
tigations, studies, or attending meetings and
conferences involving activities or subject
matter under the legislative assignment of
the Committee or pertinent subcommittee,
prior authorization must be obtained from
the Chairman, or, in the case of a sub-
committee, from the subcommittee chair-
man and the Chairman. Before such author-
ization is given there shall be submitted to
the Chairman, in writing, a request for such
authorization. Each request, which shall be
filed in a manner that allows for a reason-
able period of time for review before such
travel is scheduled to begin, shall include the
following:

(A) The purpose of the travel.

(B) The dates during which the travel will
occur.

(C) The names of the countries to be vis-
ited and the length of time to be spent in
each.

(D) An agenda of anticipated activities for
each country for which travel is authorized
together with a description of the purpose to
be served and the areas of Committee juris-
diction involved.

(E) The names of members and staff for
whom authorization is sought.

(2) INITIATION OF REQUESTS.—Requests for
travel outside the United States may be ini-
tiated by the Chairman or the chairman of a
subcommittee (except that individuals may
submit a request to the Chairman for the
purpose of attending a conference or meet-
ing) and shall be limited to members and
permanent employees of the Committee.

(3) REPORTS BY STAFF MEMBERS.—At the
conclusion of any hearing, investigation,
study, meeting, or conference for which trav-
el has been authorized pursuant to this rule,
each staff member involved in such travel
shall submit a written report to the Chair-
man covering the activities and other perti-
nent observations or information gained as a
result of such travel.

(d) APPLICABILITY OF LAWS, RULES, POLI-
CIES.—Members and staff of the Committee
performing authorized travel on official busi-
ness shall be governed by applicable laws,
resolutions, or regulations of the House and
of the Committee on House Administration
pertaining to such travel, and by the travel
policy of the Committee.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——————

STIMULATE THE ECONOMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, we’ve
heard a lot about stimulating the econ-
omy. We’ve passed legislation to stim-
ulate the economy. The Senate is doing
the same thing. It’s all in the effort to
get us out of this economic slump that
we are going to supposedly pass legisla-
tion of $800 billion to move America
forward to stimulate the economy, to
have pro-growth.

But if you look at this massive bill a
little closer, I would like to ask this
question: There are some programs in
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this bill—just a few that I've picked
out; there are a lot more—that I ques-
tion whether or not these will stimu-
late the economy. By Congress taking
taxpayer money and giving it to cer-
tain entities, does it stimulate the
economy or is it just more pork? Is it
just more favoritism to certain enti-
ties?

In the new Stimulation Economy
Act, there’s $4 billion that goes to
neighborhood stabilization activities.
What is that? That’s the community
groups like ACORN. You know ACORN.
That’s the one being investigated for
voter fraud in several States, yet to be
prosecuted, of course, but money to
give to these organizations. How does
that stimulate the economy? I don’t
know.

Three billion dollars goes to wellness
programs; how we can take care of our-
selves better. Does that stimulate the
economy? Maybe not.

One billion dollars for census follow-
up. What that means is after the cen-
sus is taken, then a billion dollars is
given to follow up on that.

Eight hundred million dollars goes to
Amtrak. You Lknow, Amtrak loses
money every year. We have to give
them money of the taxpayers to fund
this subsidy.

Four hundred million dollars for cli-
mate change research. Now, I'm sure
we all think we ought to study the cli-
mate and global warming and that sort
of thing, but does that stimulate the
economy to give $400 million to certain
special interest groups to study -cli-
mate change?

Six billion dollars to colleges. No
question about it. Universities and col-
leges need money. But shouldn’t a bill
that appropriates money to the univer-
sities go in an appropriations bill rath-
er than a bill that stimulates the econ-
omy?

Six hundred million dollars is going
for new cars for government workers—
not the average taxpayer but just gov-
ernment workers.

Fifty million dollars goes to the Na-
tional Endowment of the Arts. Don’t
see how that’s going to stimulate our
economy.

I like this one a lot: $250 million for
tax breaks for Hollywood movie pro-
ducers so they can buy more film. Now,
I don’t know that those people in Hol-
lywood need taxpayer money, but
they’re going to get it. And how that
stimulates the economy, we’ll let the
taxpayers decide.

The Coast Guard is getting a new ice
breaker, $88 million. Stimulate the
economy? Maybe not.

Homeland Security is getting new
furniture in the amount of $250 million
taxpayer expense.

Seventy-five million dollars for stop-
smoking programs. I'm not sure that
will stimulate the economy.

And the one I like the most is $25
million for tribal, alcohol, and sub-
stance abuse reduction.

Now, this is taxpayer money. This
doesn’t belong to the Congress, it be-
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longs to the people. And we have the
obligation to take the people’s money
and use it wisely; in this case, to make
the economy better. I doubt if these
programs that I mentioned—and many,
many others that are in this massive
pork bill—will stimulate the economy.
It’s just another way of giving tax-
payer money out to different groups.

What can we do to stimulate the
economy? We ought to do the simple
things. There are two things that I
would suggest. One of those is a bill
that Mr. GOHMERT has sponsored, my
cohort from Texas. It’s no taxes for 2
months. Everybody in the TUnited
States that works, no W-2 taken out of
their income for 2 months. When we
have our own money—that’s the tax-
payers—we will spend the money how
we see fit, not how the government
sees fit. Don’t you think that might
stimulate the economy in the short
term?

And in the long term, rather than
spend money that we do not have, that
we have to go in debt for, that we have
to borrow from the Chinese of all peo-
ple, and saddle that debt to our Kkids
and our grandkids and our great-
grandkids, why don’t we have a tax
break for everybody that pays taxes?
Straight across-the-board income tax
reduction. People Kkeep their own
money. They will decide how to spend
it. They will decide better than govern-
ment how to spend the money.

These suggestions won’t cost the gov-
ernment anything. Won’t cost the peo-
ple anything. It’s an approach that I
think that it’s worth that we have a
lively debate about on the House floor.

It’s important that we get out of this
economic decline, but the way to do it
is not to spend more money and make
government bigger. And the stimulus
package is a big spending bill for gov-
ernment. More government control,
more government involvement in our
lives, and it doesn’t help the economy
a bit.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

RECOGNIZING JANUARY AS POV-
ERTY IN AMERICA AWARENESS
MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to recognize this past January as
Poverty in America Awareness Month
and to thank the young intern in my
office, Ms. Foster, for developing this
very excellent statement.

Mr. Speaker, Nelson Mandela once
proclaimed, ‘‘Overcoming poverty is
not a gesture of charity. It is an act of
justice. It is the protection of a funda-
mental human right: the right to dig-
nity and a decent life.”

During this season of economic cri-
sis, we policymakers have an obliga-
tion to promote justice and to protect
our citizens who are struggling. Pov-
erty is a reality for far too many peo-
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ple in Chicago, Illinois, and throughout
the Nation.

In the United States, 36 percent of
our Nation is considered low income,
with 17 percent living in poverty. In Il-
linois, 33 percent of the population is
low income, with about 15 percent liv-
ing in poverty

In 2007, 21 percent of Chicagoans lived
in poverty, with another 21 percent tee-
tering on its edge.

The current economic crisis is exac-
erbating these conditions. The unem-
ployment rate in Illinois in the Nation
is over 7 percent. Hundreds of thou-
sands of jobs in Illinois have been lost
in recent months. There are more than
500,000 foreclosures, 50,000 foreclosures
in Cook County alone.

And due to an almost $4 billion State
budget gap, programs vital to assisting
the public, such as mental health cen-
ters, are facing funding reductions in
the range of millions of dollars.

Poverty is most harmful to children,
especially young children. Children in
poverty are more likely to experience
child abuse or neglect. Families in pov-
erty often cannot provide appropriate
resources for healthy child develop-
ment. Children’s physical health and
cognitive abilities can be compromised.
When compared with wealthier chil-
dren, poor children have poorer out-
comes in the areas of school achieve-
ment, emotional control, and behavior.

Living in poverty affects the quality
of education, health care, and living
conditions.

Mr. Speaker, I'm proud to be a part
of a Congress that has crafted an eco-
nomic recovery package that provides
critical aid to families experiencing
poverty. The substantial increases in
the food stamp program will directly
help families make ends meet. The pro-
visions providing health care for those
who lost their jobs during this crisis
will help many in Chicago and through-
out the Nation.

The one-time payment for families
who rely on supplemental security in-
come for the poor, elderly, and individ-
uals with disabilities will provide a
lifeline for families that are barely
making it. The increases in the child
tax credit will help families stand on
their own feet.

In addition to these provisions of the
American Recovery Bill that will help
alleviate the effects of poverty, I look
forward to moving towards a system of
universal health coverage during this
Congress to help all Americans have
access to health care. I also anticipate
that Congress will consider ways in
which to improve public assistance pro-
grams, such as simplifying enrollment
procedures for Medicaid and other safe-
ty net programs.

During this economic downturn, it is
critical that we continue to support
safety net programs to assure that
those in need are assisted. The role of
the Federal Government is especially
necessary given that many State gov-
ernments are cutting vital support pro-
grams to comply with State balanced-
budget requirements.
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