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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. TAUSCHER). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
February 4, 2009. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable ELLEN O. 
TAUSCHER to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

Chaplain Major Jim Higgins, Reserve 
Officer Association Chaplain of the 
Year, Powder Springs, Georgia, offered 
the following prayer: 

Loving Lord, we give You thanks 
that You are ever present with us, 
guiding our thoughts and our delibera-
tions. In these difficult times we ac-
knowledge before You that we are un-
able, in the strength of our own power, 
to guide this Nation that You have en-
trusted to us. So we pray for a sense of 
Your will and of Your presence. Along 
with the vision of what is right, give us 
the courage to act accordingly. 

As we gather today, Everlasting God, 
we pray for those whom we have sent 
into harm’s way. Give to them Your di-
vine protection. As the Great Physi-
cian, be with those who have been 
wounded and lay in beds of pain. We 
give You thanks for the valor of those 
who have paid the ultimate cost for 
freedom, and ask that You accept them 
into Your home, not made with hands, 
but eternal in the heavens, surrounding 
their loved ones with Your peace, 
which passes all understanding. All of 
this we ask in Your most holy and pre-
cious name. 

Amen. 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from Kansas (Ms. JEN-
KINS) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. JENKINS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING CHAPLAIN MAJOR 
JIM HIGGINS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. SCOTT) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. We have had 

the pleasure of having the distin-
guished guest chaplain for today from 
my district in Georgia. Each year, the 
Reserve Officers Association presents a 
Chaplain of the Year Award, which is 
selected by the Chief of Chaplains of 
each military service. 

And the award goes to a chaplain—a 
special chaplain—with special quali-
ties. He is selected for extraordinary 
contributions to the welfare, the mo-
rale, and effectiveness of the Military 
Reserve Services. This year, the award 
went to Military Chaplain Major James 
Boren Higgins, who delivered our won-
derful prayer this morning. 

Dr. Higgins graduated from Illinois 
Wesleyan University in 1983. He earned 
his master of divinity degree in 1986 
from Candler School of Theology at 
Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia. 
He received his doctor of ministry de-

gree from Columbia Theological Semi-
nary in Decatur, Georgia. And he has 
received the following outstanding 
awards. And, America, listen to these 
rewards. 

He is a recipient of the Bronze Star 
Medal. He is a recipient of the Meri-
torious Service Medal. Dr. Higgins is a 
recipient of the Army Commendation 
Medal. He is also the recipient of the 
Army Achievement Medal. And he is 
the recipient of the Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal. And for his dis-
tinguished duty in Iraq, he received the 
Iraq Campaign Medal. 

What an extraordinary minister. Not 
just a minister of God, but a minister 
of the world. A minister to bring peace 
and comfort to his fellow soldiers at a 
time of great stress on the battlefields, 
as well as here at home. 

Reverend Higgins currently lives in 
my district in Powder Springs, Geor-
gia, with his lovely wife Pam and their 
three children. Reverend Higgins is the 
senior pastor and chief executive of the 
3,200 member McEachern Memorial 
United States Methodist Church in 
Powder Springs, Georgia. 

We are so proud to have Pastor Major 
James Boren Higgins as our guest 
chaplain of the day for the United 
States Congress. What an extraor-
dinary individual at an extraordinary 
time, who has given an extraordinary 
service. We are so proud to have him 
serve as our guest chaplain of the day. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. GINGREY) is recognized for 1 
minute. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. I want to 
thank my colleague, Representative 
DAVID SCOTT, for allowing me to say a 
few words also about Reverend Jim 
Higgins, as we have the privilege of 
really sharing him in our two adjoining 
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