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Security to coordinate and streamline the 
process of appeal for individuals who believe 
they have been wrongly placed on a govern-
ment watch list and consequently remanded to 
secondary screening. 

This office would then create and share a 
‘‘Cleared List’’ of individuals who have gone 
through the redress process and that list 
would be disseminated to all components of 
DHS—preventing the same individuals from 
being stopped by multiple government agen-
cies. 

My home state of Michigan is home to the 
first and second busiest border crossings on 
the northern tier of the nation, where thou-
sands of people cross the border into Canada 
every single day. 

Detroit Metropolitan Airport is also a hub for 
Northwest Airlines and is one of the busiest 
airports in the nation. 

When you combine the fact that southeast 
Michigan is home to one of the largest Arabic 
populations in America, the vast majority of 
whom are law abiding and patriotic Americans, 
with the important international travel corridors 
that exist in our community, far too many of 
my constituents have been needlessly incon-
venienced without the goal of security being 
advanced. 

Unfortunately, my office has been contacted 
by numerous people who were mistakenly de-
tained, often at gunpoint, because their name 
mistakenly appeared on the terrorist watch list. 

Now, American citizens will have a process 
to permanently clear their names, and spread 
that information throughout the DHS and oth-
ers who use the watch list. And that will make 
it a more effective tool to keep our nation safe. 

We must ensure that our CBP officers and 
TSA agents spend their limited time, man-
power and resources on genuine threats to 
our security; scrubbing the watch list is an im-
portant first step to making sure that happens. 
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HONORING FRESNO DEPUTY 
SHERIFF’S ASSOCIATION 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 9, 2009 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend the Fresno Deputy Sheriff’s 
Association for their commitment to serving 
the City and County of Fresno, California. 

For over thirty years the Fresno Deputy 
Sheriff’s Association (FDSA) has maintained 
the goal of working for the rights and protec-
tion of law enforcement, as well as to serve 
the citizens of Fresno County. Originally the 
FDSA was organized to give deputy sheriffs 
the opportunity to collectively bargain with the 
county for wages, benefits and working condi-
tions. Once fully operating, the FDSA was 
able to establish better labor conditions for the 
deputy sheriffs and began actively partici-
pating in the community. The FDSA donates 
time and monetary resources to various chari-
table organizations. It is also active in the 
state association, the Peace Officer’s Re-
search Association of California. 

Today the FDSA represents over five hun-
dred active employees. The membership in-
cludes deputy sheriffs, dispatchers, community 
service officers, identification technicians, 
criminalists and deputy coroners. The variety 

of job classifications allows the FDSA to rep-
resent both sworn and support personnel 
throughout the enforcement side of the Fresno 
Sheriff’s Office. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
the Fresno Deputy Sheriff’s Association for 
their commitment to serving the personnel of 
the Fresno Sheriff’s Office. I invite my col-
leagues to join me in wishing the organization 
many years of continued success. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF JOSE 
TORRES 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 9, 2009 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to former light-heavyweight box-
ing champion Jose Torres, who sadly passed 
away on January 19th this year. Mr. Torres 
was an extraordinary man who achieved a life 
that advanced the cause of civil rights, com-
munity empowerment, and equality of oppor-
tunity. Of Puerto Rican descent, Mr. Torres 
was fiercely proud of his heritage and made 
New York his home for 50 years. 

Mr. Torres learned to box in the Army and 
captured the light-middleweight silver medal at 
the 1956 Melbourne Olympics. After that, he 
served as a sparring partner for Sugar Ray 
Robinson. Mr. Torres boxed professionally 
from 1958 to 1969, sporting a record 41 wins, 
three losses, and one draw. He was a light- 
heavyweight champion, successfully defended 
his title three times, and was inducted into the 
International Boxing Hall of Fame in 1997. 

He captured the light-heavyweight crown in 
1965 by defeating then undisputed champion 
Willie Pastrano. His victory sent an outpouring 
of joy and pride into the streets of Spanish 
Harlem which held a parade in his honor, and 
he dedicated his title to the people of Puerto 
Rico. 

Mr. Torres had a passion for civil rights and 
became a voice for the Latino. He joined Rob-
ert F. Kennedy’s 1968 Presidential campaign 
to serve as a liaison to the Puerto Rican com-
munity. After boxing, Mr. Torres began his 
journalism career as a columnist for the New 
York Post. He became the first Hispanic col-
umnist for a major English-language paper, 
writing about politics and life in the neighbor-
hoods of Spanish Harlem. He also wrote for 
the Spanish-speaking New York newspaper El 
Diario La Prensa. His was a powerful voice 
because people trusted him. You could not 
find any one in New York who would not talk 
to him. Mr. Torres’ literary interests extended 
to authoring the celebrated biographies of box-
ing legends Muhammad Ali and Mike Tyson. 

In the mid-eighties, Mr. Torres served as the 
chairman of the New York State Athletic Com-
mission, becoming the first former professional 
boxer and first Latino to head the boxing over-
sight agency. He understood the social dis-
advantages that many boxers faced and 
vowed to promote educational opportunities 
for fighters ‘‘at least so they can read their 
contracts.’’ 

Mr. Torres dedicated his life to helping oth-
ers professionally and personally. Over the 
decades, he befriended and nurtured aspiring 
journalists and up-and-coming fighters. Mr. 
Torres is revered among the people of Span-

ish Harlem and Puerto Rico, which declared 
three days of mourning and ordered flags to 
be flown at half staff. 

Once again, I pay tribute to Jose Torres, a 
trailblazer for his people and a renaissance 
man who made a positive impact in boxing, lit-
erature and civil rights. Those of us who had 
the opportunity to observe and experience his 
example consider ourselves blessed. 
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TRIBUTE TO GREGORY LEE 
THOMAS 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 9, 2009 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, I stand here 
today to honor a loving father, supportive hus-
band, caring brother and cherished son, Greg-
ory Lee Thomas. 

Born in Fontana, California, Gregory moved 
with his family to San Bernardino where he 
grew up to become a valuable member of the 
community. Having always held an interest 
and fascination with cars, working on them in 
his spare time, he eventually became a Serv-
ice Advisor for Toyota and resided with his 
family in Redlands. However, it was the com-
passion and love for his family that really 
made Gregory shine. This is what made him 
the dedicated and devoted husband and father 
that will always remain in our hearts. 

Gregory is survived by Angela Thomas, his 
wife of 15 years, and his two children, Alexia 
and Michael. He will be sorely missed by his 
father, Bill, step-mother, Jaennie, brother, Jeff, 
and sister, Danette as well as all of Gregory’s 
combined nieces and nephews. 

As a friend of Gregory’s father, Bill, I would 
like to express my greatest sympathies for his 
family’s loss. Gregory was extremely loved 
and will truly be missed. Let us take a moment 
to remember this great man, a positive role 
model to us all. The thoughts and prayers of 
my wife Barbara, my family and I are with Bill 
and his family at this time. 

God bless Gregory Lee Thomas for love of 
country and mankind. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PRESIDENT BARACK 
OBAMA FROM KAZAKHSTAN 

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 9, 2009 

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, as co- 
chair of the Friends of Kazakhstan Caucus, I 
would like to submit the following op-ed article, 
‘‘Hoping for the Better’’, to the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. This article, written by Kazakhstan’s 
Secretary of State Kanat Saudabayev, ex-
presses the continuing sense of solidarity be-
tween the United States and Kazakhstan as 
we enter into a new chapter of history with the 
inauguration of President Barack Obama. I 
look forward to working with President Obama 
as we continue to build our positive and pro-
ductive relationship with the Kazakh people. 

[From the Washington Times, Feb. 3, 2009] 
SAUDABAYEV: HOPING FOR THE BETTER 

(By Kanat Saudabayev) 
The inauguration of Barack Obama as U.S. 

president has opened a new page in the his-
tory of America and the world. Great hopes 
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for changes for the better are pinned on the 
new American leader. We in Kazakhstan sin-
cerely wish the 44th U.S. president strong 
health and strong political will to fully real-
ize his good intentions of making America 
and the world safer and more prosperous. 

Kazakhstan and the U.S. are time-tested 
strategic partners with successful experience 
of working together in such critical areas as 
nonproliferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion, the fight against terrorism, energy, and 
democracy. A phone conversation soon after 
the election between Obama and Kazakhstan 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev instilled 
confidence that, under the new administra-
tion, Kazakhstan-U.S. relations would con-
tinue to grow. The two leaders discussed fur-
ther cooperation on pressing international 
problems such as nonproliferation, the fight 
against terrorism and the stabilization of Af-
ghanistan. 

We in Kazakhstan not only share the new 
administration’s concern with these prob-
lems but also believe their solution lies 
through stronger cooperation of progressive 
nations sharing common values. Closing our 
ranks even further is especially crucial 
today in the face of the most serious eco-
nomic crisis the world has seen. ‘‘America is 
strongest when we act alongside strong part-
ners,’’ says President Obama. Kazakhstan is 
such a partner eager to continue working 
shoulder to shoulder with the United States 
and others to build a more secure and pros-
perous world. 

Cooperation in the critical area of non-
proliferation has been a cornerstone of our 
strategic partnership. In the early 1990s, 
President Nazarbayev took a courageous de-
cision to voluntarily renounce the world’s 
fourth-largest nuclear arsenal (which it held 
while part of the old Soviet Union). Working 
with the U.S. under the outstanding Nunn- 
Lugar Cooperative Threat Reduction pro-
gram, Kazakhstan has fully rid itself of nu-
clear weapons and their infrastructure, be-
coming an active participant in global non-
proliferation processes. Today, our coopera-
tion, recognized as the most effective model 
for removing a nuclear threat, successfully 
continues. 

We are greatly encouraged by the fact that 
nonproliferation is among the top priorities 
for President Obama and his administration. 
We believe it is necessary to not only con-
tinue our bilateral cooperation, but also to 
use more actively the example of 
Kazakhstan’s nuclear disarmament and our 
cooperation with the United States in con-
vincing other countries to renounce their nu-
clear-weapon ambitions. Kazakhstan’s dy-
namic economic development since inde-
pendence, and the evolution of our country 
into an equal and respected partner of the 
international community—confirmed by 
Kazakhstan’s election as chair of the Organi-
zation for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope (OSCE) and the Organization of Islamic 
Conference (OIC)—these are all arguments 
which prove that renouncing nuclear weap-
ons and opting for mutually beneficial co-
operation with the world is a more effective 
way of ensuring a country’s security than a 
nuclear bludgeon. 

Kazakhstan, having initially supported ef-
forts of the United States and other coun-
tries in Operation Enduring Freedom, will 
continue to assist the international coalition 
actions in Afghanistan as these are directed 
at strengthening security and stability in 
Central Asia and beyond, which is in our 
common interests. The international com-
munity should pour more efforts into the po-
litical settlement and economic rehabilita-
tion of Afghanistan, as well as in reducing, 
and, eventually, eliminating fully, the pro-
duction and smuggling of drugs out of that 
country. 

Today, it is crucial to continue building 
bridges between Islam and the West, and to 
renounce phobia of Islam in the West and 
phobia of the West in the Islamic world. 
Kazakhstan, a secular Muslim-majority 
country bridging Europe and Asia, is unique-
ly positioned to promote such dialogue and 
understanding. At President Nazarbayev’s 
initiative, this year Kazakhstan will host 
the Third Congress of Leaders of World and 
Traditional Religions. Last year, Astana 
hosted a forum, ‘‘Common World: Progress 
through Diversity,’’ bringing together for-
eign ministers from Western and Oriental 
nations. Last but not least, Kazakhstan will 
chair the OSCE in 2010 and the OIC in 2011. 
Promoting the dialog of civilizations during 
this important period will be one of our top 
priorities, and we hope to achieve greater 
mutual understanding between the West and 
the Islamic world. Again, Kazakhstan is 
eager to work together with the United 
States in this area of great importance to us 
all. 

We welcome Barack Obama’s intention to 
visit Kazakhstan. He would become the first- 
ever sitting U.S. President to visit not just 
Kazakhstan but also the region of Central 
Asia. Such a visit would both give a new, 
powerful boost to our bilateral cooperation 
and help chart a new way forward in U.S. re-
lations with moderate Muslim nations. That 
is why we sincerely say to the American 
leader: ‘‘Welcome to Kazakhstan, Mr. Presi-
dent!’’ 
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CELEBRATING THE CENTENNIAL 
OF THE HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS 
LAND TRUST 

HON. HEATH SHULER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 9, 2009 

Mr. SHULER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the Centennial of the Highlands- 
Cashiers Land Trust, or HCLT, and to recog-
nize the contributions which the HCLT has 
made to the Western North Carolina commu-
nity, and especially land conservation efforts, 
over the past 100 years. The HCLT works to 
preserve the natural areas, scenic beauty, and 
green spaces of the Highlands-Cashiers Pla-
teau for the enjoyment and benefit of the pub-
lic. 

The HCLT has been in operation since 
1883, though known then as the Highlands 
Improvement Association. The first land pur-
chase was effectuated in 1909. This initial pur-
chase was for 56 acres of land on the Summit 
of Satulah Mountain, overlooking the town of 
Highlands, for $100. 

The HCLT is the oldest land trust in North 
Carolina and one of the oldest in the United 
States. The trust protects over 1,700 acres in 
Western North Carolina. Included in the pro-
tected lands are two sites of particularly sig-
nificant historical importance. The Hill property 
in Horse Cove is significant for its role during 
the Trail of Tears. The site was used as a 
holding area for Native Americans before they 
began the treacherous trip to Oklahoma, leav-
ing their native homes and villages behind. 
The second site, the Warren Property, was an 
original land grant from the first pioneer to the 
area, Barak Norton. The unique property was 
featured in the October 2008 issue of ‘‘South-
ern Living Magazine’’ for the breath-taking vis-
tas. 

Among the more recent endeavors of the 
HCLT are various educational and philan-

thropic projects. The HCLT raised more than 
$450,000 to purchase a property to be used 
as a park in the town of Highlands, North 
Carolina. They also preserve properties which 
protect rare and endangered species of plants 
and trees, included in this is the original 
Satulah Mountain land. Satulah Mountain is 
home to many species of endangered plants 
and wildflowers which are studied by univer-
sity students from all over the world. In con-
junction with these efforts the HCLT strives to 
remain active in the community through the 
Mountain Retreat, an 80 acre conservation 
easement used for many Elderhostel pro-
grams, focusing on Appalachian culture, 
music, and heritage. 

Madam Speaker, the Highlands-Cashiers 
Land Trust has made an indelible contribution 
to land preservation in Western North Carolina 
and I commend them for their continuing dedi-
cation to both conservation and community. 
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TRIBUTE TO RETIRING 
SECRETARY DONALD C. WINTER 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 9, 2009 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, let me 
take this moment to recognize the career of 
Secretary Donald C. Winter who is retiring this 
March after serving three years as Secretary 
of the Navy. 

Secretary Winter earned his Bachelor of 
Arts from the University of Rochester in 1969. 
He received a Master’s degree and Doctorate 
in Physics from the University of Michigan in 
1970 and 1972, respectively. Also, he was a 
graduate of the USC Management Policy Insti-
tute, a 1987 graduate of the UCLA Executive 
Program, and a 1991 graduate of the Harvard 
University Program for Senior Executives in 
National and International Security. 

Prior to serving as Secretary of the Navy, 
Dr. Winter served as a corporate Vice Presi-
dent and President of Northrop Grumman’s 
Mission System’s sector. Additionally, he 
served as president and CEO of TRW sys-
tems. From 1980 to1982, he served as pro-
gram manager for the Defense Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency in which he was re-
sponsible for space acquisition, tracking and 
pointing programs. 

As Secretary Winter retires from his current 
post, I trust that the Members of the House 
will join me in thanking him for his exceptional 
commitment to the Department of Navy and 
the safety and security of America. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SURLENE G. GRANT 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 9, 2009 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Surlene Grant in honor of ten 
years of dedication to the community of San 
Leandro, California. On Friday, June 30, 2009, 
the San Leandro African American Business 
Council and Friends and Fans of Surlene 
Grant will honor Ms. Grant for her accomplish-
ments and meritorious contributions. 
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