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Whereas, the First Church of the Nazarene 

was founded in 1833 and celebrated its 175th 
anniversary with a ‘‘Heritage Days’’ celebration 
focusing on missions and culminating in an 
international celebration , and 

Whereas, preparations for the celebration 
began in 2004 with the writing and translation 
of materials sent to every Nazarene church 
around the world with an intention that all 1.6 
million members of the church will hear the 
same sermon, and 

Whereas, the First Church of the Nazarene 
has its roots in Methodism and became the 
First Church of the Nazarene in 1908, and 

Whereas, through its missionary activities, 
the church now includes graduate theological 
seminaries in North and Central America and 
Asia-Pacific, liberal arts colleges in Africa, 
Canada, Korea and the U.S., and 

Whereas, the church is affiliated with more 
than 40 theological schools worldwide and 
hospitals in Swaziland, India, and New Guin-
ea; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved that along with the residents of 
the 18th Congressional District, I commend 
the First Church of the Nazarene for 175 
years of service to the community and their 
continued dedication to international coopera-
tion and learning. 
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RECOGNIZING THE FOUNDER’S 
DAY CELEBRATION AT NEW 
GREATER BETHEL AFRICAN 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

HON. JOHN S. TANNER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2009 

Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to help commemorate the 222nd year since 
the founding of the African Methodist Epis-
copal Church. The New Greater Bethel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Jackson, Ten-
nessee—which I am honored to represent in 
this chamber—is hosting a Founder’s Day 
celebration, beginning today. 

Pastor Sabrina Transou and Mr. Parrish 
Transou Sr. expect to share the event with pa-
rishioners from all across the country, includ-
ing Presiding Prelate, Bishop Vashti Murphy 
McKenzie, the first female consecrated as 
Bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church. I join Pastor Transou in welcoming 
Bishop McKenzie and their numerous other 
guests to West Tennessee. 

The names of my dear friends Dr. Wesley 
McClure, President of Lane College, and 
Shirlene Mercer, who recently retired as our 
office’s long-time Director of Constituent Serv-
ices, have been submitted to Bishop 
McKenzie for the Legendary Award for out-
standing service within the community. The 
award will be presented Friday evening. I also 
want to take this opportunity to acknowledge 
all that both of these individuals have done for 
our community. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and our col-
leagues in the House join me in honoring the 
New Greater Bethel African Methodist as it be-
gins this celebration of the founding of the Af-
rican Methodist Episcopal Church. Thank you. 

SERGEANT JOHN J. SAVAGE, USA 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2009 

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the courage of a brave and 
dedicated hero of the state of Texas and of 
our nation. 

Sergeant John J. Savage was a soldier in 
the United States Army and a true American 
hero. John gave his life in the service of his 
country on December 4, 2008, when an explo-
sives-laden SUV broadsided Sergeant Sav-
age’s armored vehicle in Mosul, Iraq. 

Assigned to 103rd Engineer Company, 94th 
Engineer Battalion, Sergeant Savage did his 
part during a time of war, an action that 
speaks volumes far greater than words about 
his character and patriotism. 

A native of Weatherford, Texas, John had 
aspirations for a life in the military from a 
young age. As stated by his mother, ‘‘He 
loved the military. It was a lifelong dream of 
his.’’ 

John had been on active duty in the United 
States Army for six years. He spent three 
years stationed in Germany prior to his first 
deployment to Iraq in 2005 and was then de-
ployed for a second tour in September of 
2007. 

Sergeant Savage’s three-year-old daughter, 
Nicole, will continue to learn of her father 
through family and friends. John’s father, who 
is the son of a retired Master Sergeant from 
the United States Army himself, commented 
on his own son by stating, ‘‘His family was his 
number one priority.’’ 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Sergeant 
Savage’s daughter, parents, siblings, and all 
of his family and friends. His community and 
nation honor his memory, and we are grateful 
for his faithful and distinguished service to 
America. 

Sergeant Savage will not be forgotten. His 
memory lives on through his family and the 
legacy of selfless service that he so bravely 
imprinted on our hearts. 
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HONORING JOHN D. DINGELL FOR 
HOLDING THE RECORD AS THE 
LONGEST SERVING MEMBER OF 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 11, 2009 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in strong support of H. Res. 154, which honors 
JOHN D. DINGELL for holding the record as the 
longest serving member of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

This resolution pays tribute to a man who 
has given his life to public service. Prior to 
Congress, JOHN served with dedication as a 
Congressional page, National Park Ranger, a 
Second Lieutenant in the U.S. Army, and a 
county prosecutor. 

On December 13, 1955, JOHN won a special 
election to replace his father in the House or 
Representatives and has been reelected 27 

times to represent the families of Michigan. He 
has served honorably as dean of House of 
Representatives since the 104th Congress. 

I first met Congressman DINGELL when I 
was elected to the House of Representatives 
in 2000. It has been a true honor to serve as 
a Representative along with such a distin-
guished gentleman. 

Throughout his tenure in the House, JOHN 
has fought tirelessly for working families. As a 
member, ranking member, and chairman of 
the House Energy and Commerce Committee, 
he has been a leader in protecting the envi-
ronment and health of all Americans. 

As the Congress looks towards reforming 
our healthcare system, we must thank JOHN 
for paving the way by increasing access for 
family and children. Every year since 1957, 
JOHN has introduced a bill that would provide 
national health insurance for all Americans. 
The passage of the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program signed into law in 1997 and an 
expansion of the program in 2009 could not 
have been done without him. 

JOHN has also been instrumental in the pas-
sage of environmental legislation including the 
National Environmental Policy Act, the Endan-
gered Species Act, and the Clean Air Act 
Amendments of 1990. 

I want to take this time to recognize JOHN’s 
wife Debbie who has been his dedicated part-
ner during his service to our great nation. 

Congratulations JOHN. I urge my colleagues 
to support this resolution. 
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HONORING THE NAACP ON ITS 
100TH ANNIVERSARY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2009 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise with 
respect and admiration to honor the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) on the occasion of it’s 100th 
anniversary, and support H. Con. Res. 35. 
The struggle for racial equality has been and 
continues to be one of the greatest testaments 
of America’s progress throughout its history. 
The NAACP was founded February 12, 1909 
to ensure that the voices of all people of color 
are heard. The NAACP has a strong legacy of 
pioneers such as W.E.B. DuBois, Thurgood 
Marshall, Rosa Parks, Mary McLeod Bethune, 
Mary White Ovington, Joel Elias Spingarn and 
Roy Wilkins, along with the countless others of 
diverse ethnicities who have worked tirelessly 
to fulfill the NAACP’s mission. Through tireless 
work and often great personal sacrifice, the 
members and leadership of the NAACP have 
fought for justice, to ensure political, edu-
cational, social and economic rights for all 
peoples. While there is still significant work to 
be done, these efforts have helped to mold 
the America we have today. 

I am proud to be a cosponsor of H. Con. 
Res. 35, and I urge my colleagues to join me 
in supporting it. 
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