
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH1274 February 12, 2009 
Sadly, Ed passed away in 2006, but 

Mary has continued, and she has been 
an example for us all. 

She has three children, along with 
their spouses. She has six grand-
children and two great grandchildren. 
Mary is very active and enjoys church 
activities, gardening, sewing, and fam-
ily gatherings. One of her great talents 
and joys is baking, and she is noted for 
her excellent pies. 

Happy birthday, Mary. 
f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON SMALL 
BUSINESS, 111TH CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Madam Speaker, in ac-
cordance with Clause 2 of Rule XI of the 
Rules of the House, please find the Rules and 
Procedures approved by the House Com-
mittee on Small Business, on January 28, 
2009, for the 111th Congress: 
RULES AND PROCEDURES ADOPTED BY THE 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS, U.S. HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES, 111TH CONGRESS, 
2009–2010 

1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

The Rules of the House of Representatives, 
and in particular the committee rules enu-
merated in rule XI, are the rules of the Com-
mittee on Small Business to the extent ap-
plicable and by this reference are incor-
porated. Each subcommittee of the Com-
mittee on Small Business (hereinafter re-
ferred to as the ‘‘committee’’) is a part of the 
committee and is subject to the authority 
and direction of the committee, and to its 
rules to the extent applicable. 

2. REFERRAL OF BILLS BY CHAIRWOMAN 

Unless retained for consideration by the 
committee, all legislation and other matters 
referred to the committee shall be referred 
by the Chairwoman as she deems appropriate 
to the subcommittee of appropriate jurisdic-
tion within 14 days. Where the subject mat-
ter of the referral involves the jurisdiction of 
more than one subcommittee or does not fall 
within any previously assigned jurisdictions, 
the Chairwoman shall refer the matter, as 
she may deem advisable. 

In referring any measure or matter to a 
subcommittee, the Chairwoman may specify 
a date by which the subcommittee shall re-
port thereon to the subcommittee. The 
Chairwoman may also discharge a sub-
committee from consideration of any meas-
ure or matter referred to a subcommittee. 

3. DATE OF MEETING 

The regular meeting date of the committee 
shall be the second Thursday of every month 
when the House is in session. A regular 
meeting of the committee may be dispensed 
with if, in the judgment of the Chairwoman, 
there is no need for the meeting. Additional 
meetings may be called by the Chairwoman 
as she may deem necessary or at the request 
of a majority of the members of the com-

mittee in accordance with clause 2(c) of rule 
XI of the House. 

At least 3 days notice of such an additional 
meeting shall be given unless the Chair-
woman determines that there is good cause 
to call the meeting on less notice. 

The determination of the business to be 
considered at each meeting shall be made by 
the Chairwoman subject to clause 2(c) of rule 
XI of the House. 

A regularly scheduled meeting need not be 
held if there is no business to be considered 
or, upon at least 3 days notice, it may be set 
for a different date. 

4. ANNOUNCEMENT OF HEARINGS 
Unless the Chairwoman, with the concur-

rence of the Ranking Minority Member, or 
the committee by majority vote, determines 
that there is good cause to begin a hearing 
at an earlier date, public announcement 
shall be made of the date, place and subject 
matter of any hearing to be conducted by the 
committee at least 7 calendar days before 
the commencement of that hearing. 

After announcement of a hearing, the com-
mittee shall make available as soon as prac-
ticable to all Members of the committee a 
tentative witness list and to the extent prac-
ticable a memorandum explaining the sub-
ject matter of the hearing (including rel-
evant legislative reports and other necessary 
material). In addition, the Chairwoman shall 
make available as soon as practicable to the 
Members of the committee any official re-
ports from departments and agencies on the 
subject matter as they are received. 

5. MEETINGS AND HEARINGS OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC 

(A) Meetings 
Each meeting of the committee or its sub-

committees for the transaction of business, 
including the markup of legislation, shall be 
open to the public, including to radio, tele-
vision and still photography coverage, except 
as provided by clause 4 of rule XI of the 
House, except when the committee or sub-
committee, in open session and with a ma-
jority present, determines by record vote 
that all or part of the remainder of the meet-
ing on that day shall be closed to the public 
because disclosure of matters to be consid-
ered would endanger national security, 
would compromise sensitive law enforcement 
information, or would tend to defame, de-
grade or incriminate any person or otherwise 
would violate any law or rule of the House; 
Provided, however, that no person other 
than members of the committee, and such 
congressional staff and such executive 
branch representatives as they may author-
ize, shall be present in any business meeting 
or markup session which has been closed to 
the public. 
(B) Hearings 

Each hearing conducted by the committee 
or its subcommittees shall be open to the 
public, including radio, television and still 
photography coverage, except when the com-
mittee or subcommittee, in open session and 
with a majority present, determines by 
record vote that all or part of the remainder 
of the hearing on that day shall be closed to 
the public because disclosure of testimony, 
evidence or other matters to be considered 
would endanger the national security, would 
compromise sensitive law enforcement infor-
mation, or would violate any law or rule of 
the House; Provided, however, that the com-
mittee or subcommittee may by the same 
procedure vote to close one subsequent day 
of hearings. Notwithstanding the require-
ments of the preceding sentence, a majority 
of those present, there being in attendance 
the requisite number required under the 
rules of the committee to be present for the 
purpose of taking testimony, (i) may vote to 

close the hearing for the sole purpose of dis-
cussing whether testimony or evidence to be 
received would endanger the national secu-
rity, would compromise sensitive law en-
forcement information, or violate clause 
2(k)(5) of rule XI of the House; or (ii) may 
vote to close the hearing, as provided in 
clause 2(k)(5) of rule XI of the House. 

All members of the committee shall be 
able to participate in any subcommittee 
hearing. 

No member of the House may be excluded 
from non-participatory attendance at any 
hearing of the committee or any sub-
committee, unless the House of Representa-
tives shall by majority vote authorize the 
committee or subcommittee, for purposes of 
a particular series of hearings on a par-
ticular article of legislation or on a par-
ticular subject of investigation, to close its 
hearing to members by the same procedures 
designated for closing hearings to the public. 
Additionally, such members who would like 
to not only attend, but participate shall no-
tify the Ranking Minority Member and sub-
mit a request in writing to the Chairwoman 
two days in advance of such hearing. Such 
requests shall be subject to approval of the 
Chairwoman and the Ranking Member. 

6. WITNESSES 

(A) Statement of witnesses 

Each witness who is to appear before the 
committee or subcommittee shall file with 
the committee at least two business days be-
fore the day of his or her appearance 75 cop-
ies of his or her written statement of pro-
posed testimony. Each witness shall also 
submit to the committee a copy of his or her 
final prepared statement in an electronic 
format at that time. 

At least one copy of the statement of each 
witness shall be furnished directly to the 
Ranking Minority Member. In addition, all 
witnesses shall be required to submit with 
their testimony a curriculum vitae or other 
statement describing their education, em-
ployment, professional affiliations and other 
background information pertinent to their 
testimony unless waived by the Chairwoman. 
Each witness will complete a disclosure form 
detailing any contracts or business that they 
currently have with the federal government. 

The committee will provide public access 
to its printed materials, including the pro-
posed testimony of witnesses, in electronic 
form. 

(B) Interrogation of witnesses 

Whenever any hearing is conducted by the 
committee or any subcommittee upon any 
measure or matter, the minority party mem-
bers on the committee shall be entitled, 
upon request to the Chairwoman by a major-
ity of those minority members, to call a wit-
ness or witnesses selected by the minority to 
testify with respect to that measure or mat-
ter. The minority shall be entitled to a ratio 
of one-third of the witnesses testifying. For 
the purposes of determining this ratio, it 
shall not include testifying government offi-
cials. The witnesses requested by the minor-
ity shall be invited to testify by the Chair-
woman and must furnish at least one copy of 
his or her statement and any supplementary 
materials directly to the Chairwoman within 
two business days before the day of his or her 
appearance unless waived by the Chair-
woman. 

Except when the committee adopts a mo-
tion pursuant to subdivisions (B) and (C) of 
clause 2(j)(2) of rule XI of the rules of the 
House, committee members may question 
witnesses only when they have been recog-
nized by the Chairwoman for that purpose, 
and only for a 5-minute period until all mem-
bers present have had an opportunity to 
question a witness. The Chairwoman and the 
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