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City of New Bedford to pay proper tribute to 
one its greatest historical figures, the slave 
abolitionist, feminist, and champion of uni-
versal human rights, Frederick Douglass, 
who formerly lived in New Bedford. Charlton 
and Rogers were instrumental in getting a 
marvelous monument to Frederick Douglass 
erected in front of City Hall. More than 
erecting the monument, the effort served to 
bring greater attention and awareness of 
people of New Bedford to the historical con-
tributions of New Bedford’s people of color. 
To enhance his effectiveness as President of 
the NAACP Carlton has volunteered to serve 
on many community executive boards or 
Committees. The following is a partial list: 
Chairman; New Bedford Title I Parents Advi-
sory Council, Moby Dick Boy Scouts/OLOA 
Church; Chairman, webelo Leader, Scout-
master, Executive Boards; SouthCoast 
YMCA, Salvation Army, People Acting in 
Community Endeavors (PACE), United Front 
Homes Board of Directors, New Bedford Eco-
nomic Development Council, Cooperator 
Compass Bank, Garden Of Peace (Boston), 
New Bedford District Wide School Improve-
ment Council, South Central Community De-
velopment Corporation, First Vice Presi-
dent; South Shore Minority Business Circle. 
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TRIBUTE TO DOMINICAN HERIT-
AGE MONTH ON THE 165TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE INDEPEND-
ENCE OF THE DOMINICAN RE-
PUBLIC 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 
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Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, today I join 
with the hundreds of thousands of Dominican 
residents of my congressional district and 
across our Nation to commemorate February 
27th, the 165th anniversary of the Dominican 
Republic’s Day of Independence. This celebra-
tion comes at the tail end of Dominican Herit-
age Month. 

Dominican Heritage Month gives us the op-
portunity to acknowledge and applaud the 
economic, cultural, and social contributions 
Dominican Americans have made to this great 
nation. Dominicans living in our shores have 
been motivated by the value of hard work and 
the bonds of family—the same pillars of our 
society that have built this great Nation for 
over 230 years. 

It also gives us an opportunity to consider 
the many Dominican achievements, on the is-
land and in the United States. Many of our 
hemisphere’s first institutions were established 
on the shores of Quisqueya, including the first 
cathedral and the oldest university. 

Since the initial wave of Dominican migra-
tion in the 1960s to the most recent arrivals of 
today, Dominicans have worked hard to con-
tribute to our national identity, educating us all 
on their culture and traditions and enriching 
the quality of our shared futures. Their con-
tributions can also be found in every facet of 
U.S. life—from the many baseball stars in our 
national pastime, to fashion legend Oscar de 
la Renta to the thousands of professionals that 
do battle as soldiers, doctors, lawyers, journal-
ists, educators, and public servants. 

This past year, the Dominican community 
and I shared the loss of our fallen soldier, 

Army SGT Jose E. Ulloa, who lost his life trag-
ically in Sadr City on August 9, 2008, in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi Freedom. We also 
shared the grief of Hurricanes Gustav and 
Hanna, the deadliest storms of the 2008 hurri-
cane season, along with hurricanes Ike and 
Fay responsible for approximately 14 deaths 
and the displacement of more than 20,000 
people in the Dominican Republic. 

The Dominican people are known to triumph 
in the face of tragedy. They first began their 
campaign for the independence of the Domini-
can Republic in 1831 under the leadership of 
Juan Pablo Duarte, who formed a secret soci-
ety named The Trinity. Thirteen years later, he 
succeeded in commanding a decisive uprising, 
which resulted in independence for the Domin-
ican Republic. After the long and hard cam-
paign for freedom had ended, a ceremonial 
musket shot fired on February 27, 1844, 
marked the Dominican Republic’s first official 
Independence Day. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and my dis-
tinguished colleagues join me in marking this 
celebration of not just the independence and 
triumphs of the Dominican people, but also the 
invaluable impact that this small island nation 
has had on our country and the world. 
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Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and achievements of 
Joseph C. Murphy, who passed away on Feb-
ruary 5, 2009. Joe will be remembered as a 
former editor of the Pacific Daily News and as 
a sharp-witted columnist. 

Joe was born on February 23, 1927, in Ap-
pleton, Wisconsin. At the age of 17 he joined 
the United States Navy and spent a year in 
combat during World War II. He returned 
home to finish high school and later obtained 
a degree in journalism from the University of 
Wisconsin at Madison. After graduation, Joe 
worked as a reporter, editor and columnist in 
Wisconsin, Oregon, and California before 
moving to Guam in 1965. 

Joe was the editor of the Guam Daily News, 
the precursor to the Pacific Daily News, a 
Gannett newspaper. He wrote an insightful 
column called ‘‘Pipe Dreams’’ which made us 
laugh, think and debate. His writings were ob-
servations and musing on island life, our 
unique community, and local politics. 

Over the years he developed the concept of 
‘‘OOG’’, ‘‘Only On Guam’’, a phrase that be-
came synonymous with island life and oddities 
about our community. His humorous OOG 
anecdotes were later consolidated into two 
publications, Guam Is a Four Letter Word and 
Son of a Four Letter Word. 

Joe loved Guam and his columns often 
urged our community and our leaders to tackle 
the challenges of a developing island. He 
often wrote retrospective pieces where he ob-
served the progress and changes that our is-
land has undergone since his arrival forty four 
years ago. 

My thoughts and prayers are with his wife 
Marion, their children, Colleen, Maureen, 
Shannon, Kerry, Tim, Erin, Megan, and Joey 
and their extended family and friends. We 
honor his life’s work as a journalist and his 
contributions to our community. Most of all, he 
will be remembered by many as a gifted writer 
who had an enormous impact in our island 
community. We are grateful for his contribu-
tions and we will miss him dearly. 
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RECOGNIZING THE FOOD BANK OF 
CENTRAL AND EASTERN NORTH 
CAROLINA 
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Friday, February 13, 2009 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the dedication and labors of the 
people at Greenville branch of the Food Bank 
of Central and Eastern North Carolina. The 
Greenville branch of the Food Bank has dis-
tributed more than 50 million pounds of food 
to people in 10 counties since 1999. While this 
reflects a tremendous amount of success and 
effort, it also highlights the intensity of hunger 
facing families in eastern North Carolina. 

The Food Bank of Central and Eastern 
North Carolina was established in 1980 to pro-
vide food to people at risk of hunger in 34 
counties in central and eastern North Carolina. 
In 2006–07, the Food Bank distributed over 
32.6 million pounds of food through 870 part-
ner agencies including soup kitchens, food 
pantries, shelters and afterschool programs for 
children. 

Nearly 30 percent of the people served by 
the Food Bank’s network are children, and an-
other 18 percent are elderly. Thirty-eight per-
cent of the families served are the ‘‘working 
poor’’—people who work hard and still have to 
choose between eating and other basic neces-
sities such as medicine and housing. 

Even before this severe economic downturn, 
families were struggling to put food on the 
table. And as the crisis deepens, it is inten-
sifying the struggle for millions of Americans to 
keep from going hungry. 

Food banks across the country are seeing 
appreciable increases in requests at a time 
when the U.S. Department of Agriculture re-
ports that more than one in ten American 
households are struggling to get enough food. 

In the nation with the safest, most abundant 
food supply in the world, it is unconscionable 
that so many people go hungry. There is a 
moral obligation and a necessary responsibility 
we have as Americans to ensure a strong 
country for future generations. I am proud that 
the good people at the Food Bank of Central 
and Eastern North Carolina have answered 
that call. 

Madam Speaker, today I ask that my col-
leagues join me in celebrating and acknowl-
edging the efforts of the Food Bank of Central 
and Eastern North Carolina, which embodies 
the essence of what we believe in: local citi-
zens and businesses pulling together to help 
solve a local problem. 
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