February 24, 2009

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1105, OMNIBUS APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2009

Mr. MCGOVERN, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 111-20) on the
resolution (H. Res. 184) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1105)
making omnibus appropriations for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2009,
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 8:35 p.m. for the purpose of
receiving in joint session the President
of the United States.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 46 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 8:35 p.m.

———
O 2040

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 8
o’clock and 40 minutes p.m.

———

JOINT SESSION OF CONGRESS
PURSUANT TO HOUSE CONCUR-
RENT RESOLUTION 41 TO RE-
CEIVE A MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT

The Speaker of the House presided.

The Majority Floor Services Chief,
Mr. Barry Sullivan, announced the
Vice President and Members of the
U.S. Senate, who entered the Hall of
the House of Representatives, the Vice
President taking the chair at the right
of the Speaker, and the Members of the
Senate the seats reserved for them.

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints
as members of the committee on the
part of the House to escort the Presi-
dent of the United States into the
Chamber:

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HOYER);

The gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. CLYBURN);

The gentleman from Connecticut
(Mr. LARSON);

The gentleman
BECERRA);

The gentleman
VAN HOLLEN);

The gentleman
GEORGE MILLER);

The gentlewoman from Connecticut
(Ms. DELAURO);

The gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY);

The gentleman
BOEHNER);

The gentleman from Virginia
CANTOR);

The gentleman from Indiana
PENCE);

from California (Mr.
from Maryland (Mr.

from California (Mr.

from Ohio (Mr.
(Mr.

(Mr.
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The gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
MCCOTTER);

The gentlewoman from Washington
(Mrs. MCMORRIS ROGERS);

The gentleman from Texas (Mr.
CARTER);

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. SES-
SIONS); and

The gentleman from California (Mr.
MCCARTHY).

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on
the part of the Senate to escort the
President of the United States into the
House Chamber:

The Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID);

The Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-
BIN);

The Senator from New York (Mr.
SCHUMER);

The Senator from Washington (Mrs.
MURRAY);

The Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
MENENDEZ);

The Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
DORGAN);

The Senator
STABENOW);

The Senator
LEAHY);

The Senator
MCCONNELL);

The Senator from Arizona (Mr. KYL);

The Senator from Tennessee (Mr. AL-
EXANDER);

The Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
THUNE);

The Senator from Nevada (Mr. EN-
SIGN); and

The Senator
CORNYN).

The SPEAKER. I would like to ac-
knowledge the presence and express ap-
preciation to the captain of Flight 1549,
Captain ““Sully” Sullenberger.

The Majority Floor Services Chief
announced the Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps, His Excellency Roble Olhaye,
Ambassador from the Republic of
Djibouti.

The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps en-
tered the Hall of the House of Rep-
resentatives and took the seat reserved
for him.

The Majority Floor Services Chief
announced the Chief Justice of the
United States and the Associate Jus-
tices of the Supreme Court.

The Chief Justice of the TUnited
States and the Associate Justices of
the Supreme Court entered the Hall of
the House of Representatives and took
the seats reserved for them in front of
the Speaker’s rostrum.

The Majority Floor Services Chief
announced the Cabinet of the President
of the United States.

The members of the Cabinet of the
President of the United States entered
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum.

At 9 o’clock and 7 minutes p.m., the
Majority Floor Services Chief and the
Sergeant at Arms, the Honorable Wil-
son Livingood, announced the Presi-
dent of the United States.

from Michigan (Ms.

from Vermont (Mr.

from XKentucky (Mr.

from Texas (Mr.
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The President of the United States,
escorted by the committee of Senators
and Representatives, entered the Hall
of the House of Representatives and
stood at the Clerk’s desk.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

The SPEAKER. Members of the Con-
gress, I have the high privilege and the
distinct honor of presenting to you the
President of the United States.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

The PRESIDENT. Madam Speaker,
Mr. Vice President, Members of Con-
gress, the First Lady of the United
States:

I have come here tonight not only to
address the distinguished men and
women in this great Chamber, but to
speak frankly and directly to the men
and women who sent us here.

I know that for many Americans
watching right now, the state of our
economy is a concern that rises above
all others. And rightly so. If you
haven’t been personally affected by
this recession, you probably know
someone who has—a friend; a neighbor;
a member of your family. You don’t
need to hear another list of statistics
to know that our economy is in crisis,
because you live it every day. It’s the
worry you wake up with and the source
of sleepless nights. It’s the job you
thought you’d retire from but now have
lost; the Dbusiness you built your
dreams upon that’s now hanging by a
thread; the college acceptance letter
your child had to put back in the enve-
lope. The impact of this recession is
real, and it is everywhere.

But while our economy may be weak-
ened and our confidence shaken,
though we are living through difficult
and uncertain times, tonight I want
every American to know this:

We will rebuild, we will recover, and
the United States of America will
emerge stronger than before.

The weight of this crisis will not de-
termine the destiny of this nation. The
answers to our problems don’t lie be-
yond our reach. They exist in our lab-
oratories and our universities, in our
fields and our factories; in the imagina-
tions of our entrepreneurs and the
pride of the hardest working people on
Earth. Those qualities that have made
America the greatest force of progress
and prosperity in human history we
still possess in ample measure. What is
required now is for this country to pull
together, confront boldly the chal-
lenges we face, and take responsibility
for our future once more.

Now, if we’re honest with ourselves,
we’ll admit that for too long, we have
not always met these responsibilities—
as a government or as a people. I say
this not to lay blame or to look back-
wards, but because it is only by under-
standing how we arrived at this mo-
ment that we’ll be able to lift ourselves
out of this predicament.

The fact is, our economy did not fall
into decline overnight. Nor did all of
our problems begin when the housing
market collapsed or the stock market
sank. We have known for decades that
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