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In a large effort to honor their parents,
Javier worked with Corona City Councilman
Eugene Montanez to create a special park in
Corona to honor his parents’ accomplishments
and to be a place they could enjoy with their
grandchildren. Their vision materialized this
past August when the Citrus Park splash zone
opened to throngs of happy families. I'm proud
to say that the Citrus-themed playground is
Corona’s first ever water park and was de-
signed based on Corona’s proud citrus history.
The water park is yet another successful ven-
ture of the Vasquez family and a testament to
their continued willingness to give back to the
community.

Mike and Maria’s tireless passion for com-
munity service has contributed immensely to
the betterment of Corona, California. Vol-
unteerism is a major part of the Vasquez’s life
and from their business, they support many
non-profit organizations and schools. For more
than 35 vyears, the Vasquez family has
achieved success by focusing on the things
that matter: community, family, and tradition. |
am proud to call Mike and Maria fellow neigh-
bors, Americans and friends. | know that many
community members are grateful for their
service and we salute them in their recent
award.

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. VERN BUCHANAN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 26, 2009

Mr. BUCHANAN. Madam Speaker, pursuant
to the Republican Leadership standards on
earmarks, | am submitting the following infor-
mation regarding earmarks | received as part
of H.R. 1105, the Omnibus Appropriations Act,
2009:

Requesting Member: Congressman VERN
BUCHANAN

Bill Number: H.R. 1105

Account: Department of
Law Enforcement Technology

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Manatee
Community College

Address of Requesting Entity: 5840 26th
Street West, Bradenton FL 34207

Description of Request: | secured $200,000
for an Emergency Notification System using
VOIP at Manatee Community College.

VOIP technology offees many advantages;
one of the biggest is the convergence be-
tween voice and data, which offers possibili-
ties beyond regular telephone or e-mail serv-
ices. A good example is using VOIP for mass
notifications, in which a user can send an alert
message simultaneously to a large audience
in multiple ways such as text messaging,
voice mail and e-mail. Funds will be used to
purchase equipment and the one-time cost of
installation and set-up.

Regesting Member: Congressman VERN Bu-
CHANAN

Bill Number: H.R. 1105

Account: Economic Development Initiatives

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Sarasota
Housing Authority

Address of Requesting Entity: 1300 Blvd. of
the Arts, Sarasota, FL 34236

Description of Request: | secured $237,500
for the Sarasota Housing Authority to build a
LEED Certified community center.
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Redevelopment is already underway. Plans
call for a community center to be built to serve
as a property management office as well as a
resident services center that will be used to
provide training and services to residents to
become self sufficient. This center is slated to
be a LEED Certified as a green building.

Requesting Member: Congressman VERN
BUCHANAN

Bill Number: H.R. 1105

Account: Transportation, Community, and
System Preservation

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Manatee
and Sarasota Counties

Address of Requesting Entity: 1112 Man-
atee Avenue West, Bradenton, FL 34205
(Manatee County) 1660 Ringling Blvd. Sara-
sota, FL 34236 (Sarasota County)

Description of Request: | secured $475,000
Intelligent Transportation (ITS) project in Man-
atee and Sarasota Counties.

The counties are upgrading their signal sys-
tems in order to deploy a more advanced traf-
fic management system. This project also
complements a programmed State of Florida
project to deploy ITS for the purpose of inci-
dent management on 1-75. It is expected to
reduce vehicular delay by 9.5 million hours per
year and reduce fuel consumption by 3.8 mil-
lion gallons per year.

The counties have been coordinating their
efforts. Manatee County will incur a greater
cost on this project; as a result funding should
be split 60-40 between the counties.

Manatee County’s project is called Ad-
vanced Traffic management System (ATMS),
while Sarasota County has designated theirs
ITS.

Requesting Member: Congressman VERN
BUCHANAN

Bill Number: H.R. 1105

Account: Transportation, Community, and
System Preservation

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Hardee
County

Address of Requesting Entity: 412 West Or-
ange Street, Room 103, Wauchula, FI. 33873
Description of Request: | secured $332,500 for
Bridge costs on US-17.

Funds will be utilized to construct a 500" by
43’ bridge in the Hardee County Line/CR 634
segment. The project is an important compo-
nent of the larger project to four-lane US-17
in Hardee County.

This larger project is important for safety
and economic reasons. US—17 four laned en-
tirely will be a valuable evacuation route dur-
ing hurricanes. Also, it would provide an eco-
nomic boom as many businesses are looking
to the area in their future plans.

Requesting Member: Congressman VERN
BUCHANAN

Bill Number: H.R. 1105

Account: Alternative Analysis

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Sarasota
County

Address of Requesting Entity: 1660 Ringling
Blvd. Sarasota, FI 34236

Description of Request: |  secured
$1,009,375 Sarasota County Bus Rapid Tran-
sit.

Sarasota County is expanding its transit
system with the most fuel-efficient vehicles
and the latest ITS technology. The Bus Rapid
Transit Corridor Project will: connect areas of
highest transit ridership access for key em-
ployment sites; improve the operating -effi-
ciency of transit services, and support regional
long-term land use goals.
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EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. JEFF FORTENBERRY

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 26, 2009

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to the Republican Leadership standards
on member requests, | am submitting the fol-
lowing information regarding the earmarks |
received as part of H.R. 1105, the FY09 Om-
nibus Appropriations Bill:

Requesting Member:
FORTENBERRY

Bill Number: H.R. 1105, FY09 Omnibus Ap-
propriations Bill

Account: Special Research Grants

Project Name: Drought Mitigation

Amount: $469,000

Name and Address of Requesting Entity:
University of Nebraska-Lincoln located at 202
Agricultural Hall, Lincoln, Nebraska 68583

Description: This funding is for the National
Drought Mitigation Center (NDMC) which con-
ducts research and educational programs on
drought mitigation and planning for drought.
The project has assisted numerous states and
municipalities in developing drought plans and
implementing drought response action teams.
The Center has received national visibility for
providing information on the severity of
drought throughout the United States. Both
print and electronic mass media routinely use
Center produced materials in their news sto-
ries on the drought.

The NDMC’s program is directed at less-
ening societal vulnerability to drought through
a risk-based management approach. The
NDMC works with local, state, and tribal gov-
ernments, federal agencies, and non-govern-
mental organizations. The objectives of the
NDMC are: (1) to develop and evaluate exist-
ing drought policies and plans in the United
States and elsewhere with the goal of improv-
ing drought-coping capacity and (2) to develop
and evaluate new techniques and methodolo-
gies for monitoring drought severity and its im-
pacts, identifying and classifying users in the
United States and elsewhere.

Requesting Member: Congressman JEFF
FORTENBERRY

Bill Number: H.R. 1105, FY09 Omnibus Ap-
propriations Bill

Account: Buildings and facilities

Project Name: Systems Biology Research
Facility

Amount: $1,088,000

Name and Address of Requesting Entity:
University of Nebraska-Lincoln located at 202
Agricultural Hall, Lincoln, Nebraska 68583

Description: This funding will be used to-
ward construction of a University of Nebraska-
Lincoln (UNL)/Agricultural Research Service
(ARS) Research Facility. This facility would
provide critically needed space for UNL and
ARS research addressing two areas of na-
tional concern: renewable energy and water
resource conservation and management. Agri-
culture is expected to provide almost 40 per-
cent of the nation’s liquid fuels within 30
years. This will further intensify demands on
our soil and water resources. UNL and ARS
scientists have been collaborating at UNL
since the 1930s. Very strong collaborative pro-
grams continue today, including the ARS pro-
gram at UNL that has been developing im-
proved switchgrass varieties for 30 years and
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is the leading program in the world on the use
of switchgrass for cellulosic ethanol. These
scientists are scattered across the UNL cam-
pus and the proposed building will enable
them to share collaborative, cutting-edge re-
search space that will move this important re-
search forward more rapidly. This project
would advance major research focused on es-
sential national efforts.

Requesting Member:
FORTENBERRY

Bill Number: H.R. 1105, FY09 Omnibus Ap-
propriations Bill

Account: COPS Law Enforcement Tech-
nology

Project Name: Lincoln Police Department
Security Upgrades

Amount: $132,000

Name and Address of Requesting Entity:
City of Lincoln located at 555 S. 10th Street,
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508

Description: The Lincoln Police Department
wants to take its first steps into the emerging
technology of digital recording systems for po-
lice patrol cars. The proposal would equip 20
police patrol vehicles with digital video sys-
tems integrated with the Department’s existing
mobile data computers. These systems will
capture video from car-mounted cameras onto
flash memory media that can be downloaded
for archiving. These systems will replace older
analog video tape recorders and cameras.
This would integrate digital content into our
extensive Intranet resources, so digital video
can be used by police and prosecutors. Al-
though many departments are beginning to
make the transition to digital recording equip-
ment, this integration is the key component of
this project that differentiates it from most. The
equipment will allow for greater efficiencies
within the Department and accelerate informa-
tion-sharing with neighboring jurisdictions.

Requesting Member: Congressman JEFF
FORTENBERRY

Bill Number: H.R. 1105, FY09 Omnibus Ap-
propriations Bill

Account: Corps of Engineers—Construction

Project Name: Antelope Creek Flood Dam-
age Reduction Project:

Amount: $400,000

Name and Address of Requesting Entity:
Lower Platte North Natural Resources District
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located at 511 Commercial Park Road,
Wahoo, Nebraska 68066.
Description: The Antelope Creek Flood

Damage Reduction Project is a critical ele-
ment of a flood control, transportation and
community revitalization project known as the
Antelope Valley Project. The project is being
constructed in central Lincoln adjacent to the
University of Nebraska Lincoln main campus
to improve flood control, transportation net-
works and community well-being in the city’s
down-town area.

Essential to progress on the entire Antelope
Valley Project is the completion of the flood
damage reduction component. This multi-pur-
pose project is a partnership of the City of Lin-
coln, the University of Nebraska Lincoln, and
the Lower Platte South Natural Resources
District, along with the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers and the federal Departments of Trans-
portation and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment. The project reduces flooding threats to
over 800 dwellings and businesses and 1,200
floodplain residents and removes 100-year
floodplain restrictions on 400 acres.

Requesting Member: Congressman JEFF
FORTENBERRY
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Bill Number: H.R. 1105, FY09 Omnibus Ap-
propriations Bill

Account: Corps of Engineers—Construction

Project: Sand Creek Environmental Restora-
tion Project

Amount: $400,000

Name and Address of Requesting Entity:
Lower Platte North Natural Resources District
located at 511 Commercial Park Road,
Wahoo, Nebraska 68066.

Description: The Sand Creek Project will re-
store several types of historic wetlands and
add to the national wetlands inventory in sup-
port of the Administration’s “net gain” national
wetlands policy. A quantitative analysis of all
environmental outputs by the Corps of Engi-
neers in addition to the Feasibility Study dem-
onstrated a significant level of benefits for this
wetland restoration project for the Lower Platte
River watershed which serves the North Amer-
ican Central Flyway.

The Sand Creek Project supports the na-
tional goal of a net gain in American wetlands.
Active pursuit of this goal also provides for im-
provements in water quality and water supply
to achieve watershed improvement. Flooding
in Wahoo along the U.S. 77 Expressway cor-
ridor occurred twice during 2006. Completion
of the wetlands restoration structure will also
provide flood damage reduction benefits and
the roadway allowing completion of this ex-
pressway between Lincoln and Sioux City.
This is a key segment of the expressway.

Requesting Member: Congressman JEFF
FORTENBERRY

Bill Number: H.R. 1105, FY09 Omnibus Ap-
propriations Bill

Account: Corps of Engineers—Construction

Project: Western Sarpy-Clear Creek Flood
Damage Reduction Project Amount:
$2,775,000

Name and Address of Requesting Entity:
Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources Dis-
trict located at 8901 S. 154th Street, Omaha,
NE 68138.

Description: The Western Sarpy-Clear
Creek Flood Damage Reduction Project is
vital to the health and well-being of a large
number of Nebraskans. It is planned to protect
vital drinking water resources that supply up to
50% of Nebraska’s population in the eastern
part of the state from flooding due to potential
ice jams on the Platte River. Elected officials
at local, regional and state levels in Nebraska
have been long committed to this project’s
construction because of risk to water supplies
and other infrastructure.

Significant construction progress towards
completion is vital to Nebraska in the year
ahead. The Congress has provided construc-
tion funding for the past four years in the En-
ergy and Water Development Appropriations
Act.

In 1993, flooding in the Lower Platte sev-
ered one-half of the City of Lincoln’s water
supply and catastrophe was again threatened
in 1997 from ice-jam induced flooding. That
portion of the new Omaha Metropolitan Utili-
ties District well field on the western side of
the Platte River now under development south
of U.S. Highway 92 will also receive vital pro-
tection from this project. Treatment facilities
for water from this well-field will be completed
in the months ahead.

Additionally, this project is needed to pro-
vide protection to: 1-80 and U.S. Highway 6;
The Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad, an
Amtrak line; Military facilities at the National
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Guard Camp at Ashland; National tele-
communication lines; and Other public infra-
structure.

Construction of a separate but companion
levee at the Nebraska National Guard Camp
at Ashland was fully funded by the Congress
in the FY '04 Military Construction Appropria-
tions Bill and is completed. Neither of these
adjoining levees is effective without the other.
Ice jams with the potential for flooding in the
area around Camp Ashland and the 1-80
Bridge where it crosses the Lower Platte River
occurred again as recently as 2001 and will
continue to be a significant threat until both of
these projects are completed.

Requesting Member: Congressman JEFF
FORTENBERRY

Bill Number: H.R. 1105, FY09 Omnibus Ap-
propriations Bill

Account: Corps of Engineers—Construction

Project Name: Missouri National Rec-
reational River

Amount: $335,000

Name and Address of Requesting Entity:
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers located at 106
S. 15th Street, Omaha, Nebraska 68102

Description: This funding is for the Missouri
National Recreational River (MNRR), located
on the Missouri River from Gavins Point Dam
downstream to Ponca, Nebraska. Federal ac-
tivities pursued within the MNRR must protect
and enhance the values for which it was des-
ignated—scenic, recreational, fish and wildlife,
historic, and cultural. The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers’ FY09 capability of $9 million would
be used for bank stabilization, easement ac-
quisition, and fee title purchase.

Requesting Member: Congressman JEFF
FORTENBERRY

Bill Number: H.R. 1105, FY09 Omnibus Ap-
propriations Bill

Account: Section 205

Project Name: Fremont Section §205 Flood
Control Study

Amount: No specific dollar amount

Name and Address of Requesting Entity:
Lower Platte North Natural Resources District
located at 511 Commercial Park Road,
Wahoo, Nebraska 68066

Description: This funding is for the federal
share to complete the Fremont South Section
205 Flood Control Study. Funding for this Sec-
tion 205 project will continue urgent feasibility
planning to strengthen an existing flood control
levee in order to remove a portion of South
Fremont from the threat of flooding in the 100
year flood plain. This Fremont South area will
be soon identified by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (“FEMA”) as within the
designated flood plain. The total cost of the
project is $1,086,000 split equally between the
Corps of Engineers and the nonfederal spon-
sor.

Requesting Member:
FORTENBERRY

Bill Number: H.R. 1105, FY09 Omnibus Ap-
propriations Bill

Account: Section 205

Project Name: Schuyler Section 205 Flood
Control Study

Amount: No specific dollar amount

Name and Address of Requesting Entity:
Lower Platte North Natural Resources District
located at 511 Commercial Park Road,
Wahoo, Nebraska 68066

Description: This funding under the Section
205 authority is for the federal share to con-
tinue the Schuyler, Nebraska Flood Control
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Study. The amount requested will continue the
Schuyler, Nebraska §205 Flood Control
Study. The purpose of the study is to plan for
mitigation of flooding in 40% of the city which
is anticipated to be placed in the flood plain
for the first time when designated by FEMA.
The total cost of the study is $772,000 split
equally between the Corps of Engineers and
the non-federal sponsor.

Requesting Member:
FORTENBERRY

Bill Number: H.R. 1105, FY09 Omnibus Ap-
propriations Bill

Account: Energy Efficiency and Renewable
Energy

Project Name: Bioenergy Demonstration
Project: Value-Added Products from Renew-
able Fuels

Amount: $1,903,000

Name and Address of Requesting Entity:
University of Nebraska-Lincoln located at 302
Canfield Administration Building, Lincoln, Ne-
braska 68588

Description: The funding will be used by the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln to establish a
pilot-scale corn-ethanol bioenergy facility and
research program. Research will focus on de-
veloping new fractionation processes for re-
moving value-added components from corn
before and after fermentation to biofuel and on
exploring new commercial uses for these
products. Establishment of a research facility
and program will help ensure the economic vi-
ability of the rapidly expanding biofuel industry
during periods of commodity price uncertainty
for grain and ethanol. The ability to test feed
formulations with greater amounts of biofuel
co-products will be critical to the livestock in-
dustry as corn and soybean prices rise in re-
sponse to expanded biofuel production. This
research facility’s goals align with the U.S. De-
partment of Energy’s goal of displacing 30
percent of 2004 gasoline demand with
biofuels, primarily ethanol, by 2030. Achieving
this ambitious goal requires a rapid expansion
of the fuel ethanol industry and research on
the most efficient and cost-effective means of
producing ethanol and of utilizing the byprod-
ucts of that process.

Requesting Member:
FORTENBERRY

Bill Number: H.R. 1105, FY09 Omnibus Ap-
propriations Bill

Account: Energy Efficiency and Renewable
Energy

Project Name: Intelligent Controls for Net-
Zero Energy Buildings

Amount: $475,750

Name and Address of Requesting Entity:
University of Nebraska-Lincoln located at 302
Canfield Administration Building, Lincoln, Ne-
braska 68588

Description: The funding will be used by the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln to develop in-
telligent real-time controls for buildings using
distributed electrical generation systems. The
U.S. Department of Energy has set a goal of
marketable net zero energy buildings buildings
with annual net energy consumption of zero
by 2025. Because residential and commercial
buildings consume almost 70% of U.S. elec-
tricity, reducing energy use in existing and
new buildings is critical to achieving zero en-
ergy buildings. Many large buildings needing
an uninterrupted power supply, such as hos-
pitals, schools, manufacturing facilities, hotels,
and retail buildings, use distributed generation
systems that include diesel generators and
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steam and gas turbines and could include
solar, wind, and fuel cells. The intelligent con-
trols developed by this project will decide in
real time which energy source to employ and
how much to charge and discharge storage
systems to balance energy use and emissions
over a year. These controls will enable opera-
tors to determine the optimal mix of on-site
power generation and utility grid-supplied
power needed for large buildings to maximize
energy consumption and carbon emission
credits. This research will lead to improved
distributed generation applications in retrofit
and new construction that reduce the energy
use and carbon footprint of buildings.

Requesting Member: Congressman JEFF
FORTENBERRY

Bill Number: H.R. 1105, FY09 Omnibus Ap-
propriations Bill

Account: STAG Water and Wastewater In-
frastructure Project

Project Name: City of Lincoln Wastewater
Treatment Upgrades

Amount: $550,000

Name and Address of Requesting Entity:
City of Lincoln located at 555 S. 10th Street,
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508

Description: New and stricter wastewater
treatment NPDES effluent discharge permit
limits were issued in January 2004 to the City
of Lincoln for both the Theresa and Northeast
Wastewater Treatment Facilities. Over the last
five years, more than $61 million in improve-
ments have been made to these facilities to
meet the new NPDES permits. The last of
these improvements is nearing completion.
The City continues to make improvements to
the treatment facilities and collection system
pipelines and pumping systems to be more
cost efficient; reduce overall energy use; con-
trol and reduce odor emissions; reduce green-
house gas emissions by further utilizing biogas
generated by the treatment processes, and
minimize the overall carbon footprint of facility
operations. The City’s six-year Capital Im-
provement Program (CIP) identifies $17.7 mil-
lion in treatment facility improvement projects
and $84.9 million for maintenance and im-
provement projects to the collection system.
These improvement projects are essential for
assuring air and water quality, protection of
the environment, public health and safety of
the community. The City expects to incur the
majority of the costs to make improvements to
the collection and treatment facilities through a
capital construction program funded by user
fees and federal assistance.

Requesting Member: Congressman JEFF
FORTENBERRY

Bill Number: H.R. 1105, FY09 Omnibus Ap-
propriations Bill

Account: Higher Education (includes FIPSE)

Project Name: Northeast Community Col-
lege

Amount: $761,000

Name and Address of Requesting Entity:
Northeast Community College located at 801
E. Benjamin Avenue, Norfolk, Nebraska 68702

Description: This funding is for a new col-
laborative education center in South Sioux
City, Nebraska. Northeast Community College
(a comprehensive community college), Wayne
State College (a regional comprehensive pub-
lic state college), and South Sioux City, Ne-
braska, are partnering in this project. The new
College Center will serve the area by creating
a “one-stop” consolidated service center offer-
ing community and economic development re-
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sources in addition to providing educational
opportunity for area residents at an affordable
price. The primary purposes of the joint center
are:

to improve access to higher education in an
underserved area of Nebraska with special
focus on the large number of minority and
first-generation students in the region

to offer comprehensive “start-to-finish” de-
gree programs that will allow place-bound stu-
dents to earn associate’s, bachelor’s, and
master’'s degrees in focus areas without hav-
ing to relocate

to support economic and community devel-
opment in the region through workforce train-
ing and consolidation of services

The vision for the Center is to meet the edu-
cational demands of the region, provide a
combination of classroom and lab instructional
space adapted to the customized needs of re-
gional employers, as well as to collaborate
with area high schools to provide academic
transfer, career and technical instruction for
secondary students. This project will serve re-
gional needs of Northeast Nebraska and the
greater Siouxland area, including the south-
east portion of South Dakota, and the west
central to northwest portion of lowa.

The new College Center facility will be de-
signed to serve 500 full-time students by pro-
viding space for general classrooms, special-
ized instructional spaces for distance learning,
science labs, computer labs, nursing labs, and
a multi-purpose conference area that can be
used as training classrooms for business and
industry and learning community activities. It
will also include areas for support services
and academic support spaces for testing, tu-
toring, library services, study commons, and
conference spaces. The South Sioux City
Community Development Agency has donated
57 acres of centrally located land to Northeast
Community College. The College Center will
be located at this site.

Requesting Member:
FORTENBERRY

Bill Number: H.R. 1105, FY09 Omnibus Ap-
propriations Bill

Account: Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

Project Name:
Informatics Database

Amount: $238,000

Name and Address of Requesting Entity:
University of Nebraska Medical Center located
at 986380 Nebraska Medical Center, Omaha,
Nebraska 68198

Description: This funding is for the Univer-
sity of Nebraska Medical Center to create a
Midwest Health Informatics database to as-
sess environmental influences on the develop-
ment of diseases by collecting health informa-
tion from 50,000 Midwesterners. Currently
most information about the relationship be-
tween disease and the environment is gen-
erated by major databases located in large
urban areas on the east and west coasts
which tend to be regionally specific and gen-
erally not applicable to rural areas. This data-
base would be the first research cohort in the
Midwest to study the relationship between
rural populations, the environment, and dis-
ease development. This project could reveal
environmental factors responsible for birth de-
fects or lymphoma, a cancer with high inci-
dence in Nebraska. The data will provide valu-
able information on the factors influencing de-
velopment of deadly diseases like cancer and

Congressman JEFF

Environmental  Health



February 26, 2009

position UNMC Eppley Cancer Institute to be
designated a National Cancer Institute (NCI)
Comprehensive Cancer Center. This high dis-
tinction will allow for the most advanced pa-
tient care and research to be available in Ne-
braska. UNMC is the ideal institution to spear-
head this database with its numerous re-
sources, well-established statewide hospital
network to collect data, a state-of-the art can-
cer research team and facilities, and com-
prehensive database capabilities to collect and
assess acquired data from this project.

Requesting Member: Congressman JEFF
FORTENBERRY

Bill Number: H.R. 1105, FY09 Omnibus Ap-
propriations Bill

Account: Transportation, Community, and
System Preservation

Project Name: Antelope Valley Transpor-
tation Improvements

Amount: $570,000

Name and Address of Requesting Entity:
City of Lincoln located at 555 S. 10th Street,
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508

Description: The City of Lincoln is commit-
ting significant resources for road and pedes-
trian improvements associated with Antelope
Valley. Some of the important projects that re-
main in the $125 million transportation compo-
nent of Antelope Valley Project include: con-
struction of 5 miles of roadway (including the
Antelope Valley Parkway from 17th & Y
Streets to Capital Parkway) to improve ftraffic
in the City’s central core and Northeast Lin-
coln; reducing through traffic congestion on
the University campus and on downtown
streets; eliminating two dangerous mainline at-
grade rail crossings, and providing a new
overpass (16th Street Overpass) to the State
Fair Park, Devaney Sports Center, state mili-
tary areas, and surrounding neighborhoods.
The federal assistance would be used in FY
2009 on Construction of P and Q Street
bridges and roadways that are over the flood
control channel that is to be constructed con-
currently by the Corps of Engineers.

Requesting Member: Congressman JEFF
FORTENBERRY

Bill Number: H.R. 1105, FY09 Omnibus Ap-
propriations Bill

Account: Transportation, Community, and
System Preservation

Project Name: Nebraska Highway 35

Amount: $380,000

Name and Address of Requesting Entity:
Nebraska Department of Roads located at
1500 Highway 2, Lincoln, Nebraska 68502

Description: The intent of this project in
northeast Nebraska is to develop the most ef-
ficient route from Norfolk to South Sioux City.
Currently, the route is comprised of several
short segments of highway winding its way to
the northeast. This project has significant re-
gional and national importance. It would pro-
vide substantial safety and economic develop-
ment benefits. The Nebraska Department of
Roads has classified the Highway 35 project
as a planned expressway.

Requesting Member:
FORTENBERRY

Bill Number: H.R. 1105, FY09 Omnibus Ap-
propriations Bill

Account: Transportation, Community, and
System Preservation

Project Name: Rulo Bridge Replacement
Project

Amount: $95,000

Name and Address of Requesting Entity:
Nebraska Department of Roads located at
1500 Highway 2, Lincoln, Nebraska 68502

Congressman JEFF
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Description: This funding is for the Rulo
Bridge project between Nebraska and Mis-
souri. The funding would be used for the initial
planning and design of a replacement bridge.
The current Rulo Bridge was built in 1939 and
is too narrow to handle modern-day traffic. It
also has dangerous curves in both of its ap-
proaches, limiting visibility and making it dif-
ficult for safe passage of vehicles meeting
each other.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE UNIVERSITY OF
SAN DIEGO ON ITS 60TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 26, 2009

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker,
| wish to pay tribute today to the University of
San Diego, which celebrates its 60th anniver-
sary this year.

The University of San Diego (USD) can
trace its roots back to 1496 and the Spanish
town of Alcala de Henares, home and resting
place of Saint Didacus (or San Diego). How-
ever, it was in 1949 that the Most Reverend
Charles Francis Buddy, first Bishop of the Dio-
cese of San Diego, and Reverend Mother Ro-
salie Clifton Hill, Vicar Superior of the U.S.
Western Vicariate of the Society of the Reli-
gious of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, obtained
charters from the State of California to estab-
lish San Diego University and the San Diego
College for Women, respectively.

The San Diego College for Women opened
its doors in February 1952 with 33 students,
seven faculty members and 16 courses on a
campus still under construction. Shortly after,
the College for Men welcomed 39 students
and the School of Law enrolled a co-ed class
of 30. In 1972, the two colleges and the
School of Law merged to form a single,
Catholic coeducational University of San
Diego.

Today, the 180-acre campus enrolls nearly
7,500 undergraduate, graduate and law stu-
dents and is known for its commitment to
teaching, the liberal arts, the formation of val-
ues and community service. The addition of
the Joan B. Kroc School of Peace Studies
now brings the university’s total number of
schools and colleges to six. Other academic
divisions include the College of Arts and
Sciences and the schools of Business Admin-
istration, Leadership and Education, Law, and
Nursing and Health Science.

On May 2, 2009, USD will recognize several
of its alumni by bestowing the Mother Rosalie
Clifton Hill Service Award on L. Douglas Rob-
ert, the Bishop Charles Francis Buddy Human-
itarian Award to Sandy M. Cassell Farrell.
Zuzana Lesenarova, four-time NCAA All-
American and 1999 Division | NCAA National
Singles Champion of Women’s Tennis, will
also enter the Pagni Athletic Hall of Fame. In
addition, seven outstanding alumni will receive
the Author E. Hughes Career Achievement
Awards in recognition of their outstanding hu-
manitarian and professional achievements.
These honorees are Heather Raffo (College of
Arts & Sciences), Denise M. Boren (Hahn
School of Nursing & Health Science), Judy
Ann Kamanyi (Kroc School of Peace Studies),
John M. Cappetta (School of Business Admin-
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istration), Richard M. Bartell (School of Law),
and Leona Makokis and Patricia A. Makokis
(School of Leadership & Education Sciences).

Please join me, Madam Speaker, in wishing
these alumni, as well as the students and ad-
ministration, continued success and academic
promise during USD’s diamond anniversary
and in the decades to come.

————

TRIBUTE TO DONALD A. LOWE
FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE TOWN
OF CLINTON, MASSACHUSETTS

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 26, 2009

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to a dear friend and dedi-
cated public servant who has made an ex-
traordinary contribution to the quality of life in
his beloved hometown of Clinton, Massachu-
setts. Tomorrow marks the last day Donald A.
Lowe will serve as Director of Community and
Economic Development for the Town of Clin-
ton. | look forward to attending a celebration in
Don’s honor tomorrow night at the Old Timer
Restaurant so that | can personally thank and
congratulate him for his remarkable service.
However, | did not want to miss the oppor-
tunity to also publicly recognize this rare and
special individual on the floor of the U.S.
House of Representatives. | readily acknowl-
edge that the tribute paid to him by this es-
teemed body pales in comparison to the honor
he will receive just two short weeks from now
as a recipient of the prestigious shillelagh
award from Clinton’s Leprechaun Society.
Nonetheless, | am pleased to offer these re-
marks just the same.

Affectionately known by many of his friends,
colleagues and fellow Clintonians simply as
‘Donnie’, this man has earned the respect and
admiration of an entire community. Don’s tire-
less devotion to improving the educational
system, social services and economic vitality
of this unique and wonderful town is a power-
ful testament to the difference one man can
make. As a former member and chairman of
the Clinton School Committee, Don was a
forceful advocate for children insisting on noth-
ing less than the finest facilities, best edu-
cational programs and highest academic
standards. His tenure on the school committee
is widely remembered for the thoughtful man-
ner with which he approached the many chal-
lenges facing the school system at that time
and the professionalism with which he dis-
charged his duties.

Years later as Director of Community and
Economic Development, Don was largely re-
sponsible for advancing Clinton’s downtown
revitalization through his relentless pursuit of
competitive grant funding. The growth and ex-
pansion of NYPRO, Clinton’s largest em-
ployer, benefited enormously from his skillful
leadership. In fact, all business enterprises—
large and small—found an eager and enthusi-
astic champion in Don Lowe these past seven
years. His previous experience in the hi-tech
sector brought an invaluable dimension to the
role of local government in spurring economic
development and job creation. Similarly, low
and moderate income homeowners seeking
help from the town received compassionate
and capable assistance from Don. His volun-
teer service as a member of the board of di-
rectors for the Wachusett Health Education
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