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bills passed. I will sit down with my
friend. He is right that 90-some people
on the other side voted no, but 300-
some people voted aye. So we must
have done something right here when
we got over 300 votes in a body that has
a hard time getting bipartisanship.

I say what we did right is we have a
balanced bill. We allow these pets to be
used for that which helps humanity,
but we will, in effect, stop the inter-
state trade, the profitable pet trade
which is leading us into a situation
where we have seen so many injuries of
children—40 children, about 100 adults
injured between 1995 and 2009.

I am encouraged that my friend
wants to work with me. I am going to
go right over there as soon as I finish
these remarks and figure out a way we
can work on this issue because we do
not want to wake up another day and
read about somebody having an injury
that is so horrific and horrible that
they will never have a normal life when
it is in our power to do what is right
here and move forward.

I will not renew my request, but I
will another day at a date, hopefully,
when I have the support of my friend.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

(The remarks of Mr. SANDERS are lo-
cated in today’s RECORD under ‘‘State-
ments on Introduced Bills and Joint
Resolutions.”

Mr. SANDERS. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NATIONAL PEACE CORPS WEEK

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I come to
the floor today to recognize an organi-
zation that serves on the frontline of
our Nation’s most important inter-
national and humanitarian efforts—the
U.S. Peace Corps. This week, the Peace
Corps celebrates its 48th anniversary,
and this is National Peace Corps Week.

Since the early 1960s, more than
195,000 Peace Corps volunteers have fos-
tered positive relationships between
the United States and nations across
the globe through its grassroots ef-
forts.

At present, 7,500 or more Peace Corps
volunteers are active in over 75 coun-
tries around the world. These volun-
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teers are exposed to a diverse array of
cultures and languages during their
time abroad. Approximately 22 percent
of the Peace Corps volunteers are cur-
rently working in 16 predominantly
Muslim countries. It is in these coun-
tries, in particular, where I believe the
efforts of the volunteers are positively
shaping and improving the much belea-
guered and much misunderstood image
of America within the Muslim world.

But there is still much work to be
done. I urge my colleagues to join me
in supporting an expansion of the
Peace Corps and all of our Nation’s
smart power assets.

Smart power initiatives build upon
our successful defense efforts and add
economic and educational efforts, dip-
lomatic efforts, including educational
exchanges, free trade, public diplo-
macy, fostering private sector invest-
ments, agricultural development, hu-
manitarian assistance, and English
language teaching, just to name a few.

All of these smart power initiatives
contribute not only to a better life for
s0 many in need, but they also help
create conditions for a more stable and
peaceful world.

America and the developing world
will benefit together from a greater in-
vestment in these initiatives and in
particular in a revitalized and enlarged
Peace Corps.

Over the past few years, the Peace
Corps has received numerous inquiries
about entering or reentering the coun-
tries where volunteers once served. I
made similar inquiries, particularly
with respect to friendly Muslim coun-
tries in Southeast Asia, such as Indo-
nesia. Engaging moderate mainstream
countries such as Indonesia with our
Nation’s smart power initiatives will
enhance the conditions for lasting
peace and stability.

Or as I like to say, putting more san-
dals and sneakers on the ground will
prevent us from having to put more
boots and bayonets on the ground in
the future.

The work undertaken by Peace Corps
volunteers serves as a fine example of
the United States reaching out to for-
eign neighbors to foster a greater un-
derstanding and dialog. The willingness
of Peace Corps volunteers to engage
people at the local, community level is
exactly how we ought to be providing
effective and sustainable development
assistance.

We need to get back out among the
very people we are trying to help,
which is why I also believe we need
more USAID Foreign Service officers
as well. Providing practical, hands-on
assistance that is based on listening to
the needs of the local population is a
recipe for sustainable and lasting de-
velopment. I believe that by having
these kinds of contacts, we can do a
great deal to improve the conditions of
the countries themselves as well as the
people in them. The stronger, more sta-
ble these countries are, the better our
relations are in the world and the more
we foster world peace.
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We offer our hardy congratulations
to all members, current and past, asso-
ciated with the Peace Corps on its 48th
anniversary. We thank you for improv-
ing the lives of so many and for helping
America be a good neighbor to those in
need. Your country is grateful for your
service. Your country is grateful for
the good will and the seeds of peace
you have sown or are sowing. Your
country is grateful for your contribu-
tions to the safety and long-term secu-
rity of our Nation. Your efforts and the
efforts of other volunteers are needed
now more than ever. I will continue to
work in supporting your important
missions and expanding your ranks.

I can’t stress enough the importance
of our Smart Power initiatives and the
importance of investing in efforts such
as the Peace Corps. I am very glad to
see the Obama administration, particu-
larly Secretary of State Clinton, our
former colleague, giving these initia-
tives an important public boost. And
more important, I would say to young
people and old—the young people who
work with us here and any who may be
listening in—that this is a wonderful
opportunity to make a significant con-
tribution to other countries, to the
cause of peace in the world, and to pro-
vide yourself with an education you
cannot get in any institution.

I look forward to partnering with the
new administration and will work with
those and others in Congress to lead
the effort to make Smart Power initia-
tives a cornerstone in our foreign pol-
icy and in our efforts to combat extre-
mism and terrorism around the world.

——————

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S FIRST
BUDGET

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President,
today our President sent his budget to
the Hill. On Tuesday night, in a joint
address, our new President, with his
usual eloquence, sketched out his fiscal
policy goals.

First off, as ranking Republican on
the Finance Committee—and I am a
senior Budget Committee member—I
wish to point out that Republicans
were happy to hear the President make
deficit reduction a very high priority.
If T heard correctly, the loudest bipar-
tisan applause, in terms of responses to
the President’s policy proposals, greet-
ed that policy point. We Republicans
want deficit reduction on our future
fiscal path. As we come out of the re-
cession—hopefully sooner rather than
later—we need to get the deficit down.

While we Republicans agree with the
President on that goal, we disagree on
the degree to which the Democratic
leadership has dramatically expanded
the deficit and added to the debt. A
couple of weeks ago, Republicans and
Democrats disagreed on what is re-
ferred to as a stimulus bill. In both
bodies, only three Republican Members
supported that conference report. We
parted ways on the stimulus bill for
many reasons. Most on our side dis-
agreed that we should put $1 trillion of
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