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(k) Witnesses shall be afforded a reason-
able period of time, as determined by the
Committee or subcommittee, to prepare for
an appearance before an investigative sub-
committee or for an adjudicatory hearing
and to obtain counsel.

(1) Prior to their testimony, witnesses
shall be furnished a printed copy of the Com-
mittee’s Rules of Procedure and the provi-
sions of the Rules of the House of Represent-
atives applicable to the rights of witnesses.

(m) Witnesses may be accompanied by
their own counsel for the purpose of advising
them concerning their constitutional rights.
The Chair may punish breaches of order and
decorum, and of professional responsibility
on the part of counsel, by censure and exclu-
sion from the hearings; and the Committee
may cite the offender to the House of Rep-
resentatives for contempt.

(n) Each witness subpoenaed to provide
testimony or other evidence shall be pro-
vided the same per diem rate as established,
authorized, and regulated by the Committee
on House Administration for Members, offi-
cers and employees of the House, and, as the
Chair considers appropriate, actual expenses
of travel to or from the place of examina-
tion. No compensation shall be authorized
for attorney’s fees or for a witness’ lost earn-
ings. Such per diem may not be paid if a wit-
ness had been summoned at the place of ex-
amination.

(o) With the approval of the Committee, a
witness, upon request, may be provided with
a transcript of the witness’ own deposition
or other testimony taken in executive ses-
sion, or, with the approval of the Chair and
Ranking Minority Member, may be per-
mitted to examine such transcript in the of-
fice of the Committee. Any such request
shall be in writing and shall include a state-
ment that the witness, and counsel, agree to
maintain the confidentiality of all executive
session proceedings covered by such tran-
script.

RULE 27. FRIVOLOUS FILINGS

If a complaint or information offered as a
complaint is deemed frivolous by an affirma-
tive vote of a majority of the members of the
Committee, the Committee may take such
action as it, by an affirmative vote of a ma-

jority deems appropriate in the cir-
cumstances.
RULE 28. REFERRALS TO FEDERAL OR STATE

AUTHORITIES
Referrals made under clause 3(a)(3) of Rule
XI of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives may be made by an affirmative vote of
two-thirds of the members of the Committee.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Nevada (Ms. BERKLEY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. BERKLEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

50,000 RESIDUAL TROOPS IS
UNACCEPTABLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, last
Friday President Obama declared that
he has ‘‘begun the work of ending’’ our
Nation’s occupation of Iraq. The Amer-
ican people have waited a long, long
time to hear those words. I welcome
the President’s announcement that he
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will keep his promise to bring our
troops home. The President also
pledged to pursue sustained diplomacy
with all nations of the Middle East, in-
cluding Iran and Syria, and he prom-
ised to help resettle the millions of
Iraqis who have been displaced by the
conflict. I welcome these important
steps as well.

But I am deeply troubled by other
parts of the administration’s with-
drawal plan. It calls for an end to our
combat mission in 19 months, but up to
50,000 troops will remain in Iraq after
that time until the end of 2011, 3 more
years from now, in fact. The adminis-
tration is calling these troops a ‘‘tran-
sitional force.” Well, you can call it
what you want, but such a large num-
ber of troops can only be viewed by the
Iraqi people as an enduring occupation
force.

Madam Speaker, leaving 50,000 resid-
ual troops is simply unacceptable. So
long as the United States is viewed as
an occupier, the Iraqi people will not
be able to reclaim their full sov-
ereignty and they will not be able to
achieve the reconciliation and unifica-
tion necessary for long-term stability
and for democracy in their country.

That’s why I believe the best ap-
proach is to bring all troops out of Iraq
by 2010 and coordinate the removal
with investments in reconciliation and
reconstruction efforts. The faster we
promote unification of the Iraqi people
and help them to rebuild their country,
the sooner we will be able to bring all
of our troops home.

I’'m also troubled with the adminis-
tration’s plan for several other reasons.
First, although the residual force of
50,000 troops may not have a combat
mission, they will still be in harm’s
way. Over 35,000 American troops,
Madam Speaker, have already been
killed or wounded in Iraq. We do not
need to add to the casualty list.

Second, the President said that there
will surely be difficult periods and tac-
tical adjustments during the with-
drawal of combat troops. I worry that
this means the withdrawal could be de-
layed. It might even mean that the ad-
ministration might ultimately seek to
renegotiate the Status of Forces Agree-
ment and Keep troops in Iraq beyond
2011. That would lead to the worst pos-
sible result, an endless occupation of
Iraq.

Third, the administration has aban-
doned its plan to withdraw a brigade a
month, with only 10,000 troops with-
drawn this year. The great majority of
the troops will be withdrawn toward
the end of the 19-month period. This
means that the troop level will remain
essentially the same for well over a
year.

Fourth, the administration has not
called for the withdrawal of American
military contractors in Iraq. They
must be withdrawn as well because the
Iraqi people see them as part of the oc-
cupying force.

And, fifth, keeping a large force in
Iraq will continue to drain our Treas-
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ury. We cannot continue to pour un-
necessary billions of dollars into the
occupation of Iraq when we need the
money here at home to fight our reces-
sion.

Madam Speaker, the President has
taken an important step toward devel-
oping a plan to leave Iraqg, but the
American people have waited long
enough for our troops and military
contractors to come home to their fam-
ilies. I urge the administration to
produce a new plan, a plan that will
end the occupation once and for all.
That means withdrawing our troops
and military contractors in 19 months,
or even sooner if that could happen,
without residual forces and without
private contractors left behind.

——————

BORDER WAR WITH DRUG
CARTELS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 1
bring you news from the second front.
As reported by Sara Carter, the enemy
has more than 100,000 foot soldiers. And
I’'m not talking about al Qaeda and I'm
not talking about the Taliban in Iraq
or Afghanistan. I'm talking about the
drug cartels south of the border in
Mexico.

The Mexican army isn’t much larger
than 100,000; so the drug cartels have
almost as many foot soldiers as the
Mexican military. And the Mexican
military, we understand, has been infil-
trated by the drug cartels. And these
drug cartels are violent.

There are two major ones. The
Sinaloa cartel, also known as the Fed-
eration, and the Zetas cartel, which is
known in America as the Gulf cartel.
And they both operate down Mexico
way.

There are four commodities that are
being sold and traded across the U.S./
Mexico border. Two commodities go
north and two of them go south. Going
north, operated by the drug cartels, of
course, are drugs. Also, the drug car-
tels working with the coyotes are
bringing people into the United States,
both illegally done.

Going south are guns that the drug
cartels end up using and, of course,
that money, that filthy Ilucre that
funds all of this process.

Right here, Madam Speaker, I have a
photograph that was taken this past
weekend in Juarez, Mexico, right
across the border from El Paso, Texas.
It’s a population of about four times
the size of El Paso. And the Mexican
government has tried to do something
about it. You see here federal police of-
ficers, a convoy, that goes for a mile,
going into Juarez to try to control the
drug cartels. Here you have peace offi-
cers or federal peace officers or mili-
tary with M-16 rifles.

Madam Speaker, it’s a war zone. It’s
a border war. And I commend the
President of the Mexico for trying to
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