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EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 4, 2009 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, pursuant to the Republican 
Leadership standards on earmarks, I am sub-
mitting the following regarding earmarks I re-
ceived as part of the FY 2009 Omnibus. 

AGRICULTURE, FDA AND RELATED PROGRAMS 
Requesting Member: Congressman LINCOLN 

DIAZ-BALART 
Bill Number: FY 2009 Omnibus 
Account: Cooperative State Research Edu-

cation and Extension Service, Research and 
Education 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: University 
of Miami 

Address of Requesting Entity: 4600 Ricken-
backer Causeway, Miami, FL 33149 

Description of Request: I have secured 
$2,494,000 for the Southeastern Climate Con-
sortium Application of Climate Forecasts in the 
Southeastern United States. The Consortium 
reduces economic risks and improves social 
well-being by providing climate information 
that is integral to agricultural decision-making. 
The program seeks to develop flood fore-
casting methods to help farmers and pro-
ducers plan for reducing risks of economic 
losses and environmental damage; develop 
partnerships and methods for incorporating cli-
mate forecasts and other climate information 
into agricultural and water policy decisions; 
and begin development of a prototype deci-
sion support system for the application of cli-
mate forecasts to water resource manage-
ment, especially for agricultural water use. 

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE 
Requesting Member: Congressman LINCOLN 

DIAZ-BALART 
Bill Number: FY 2009 Omnibus 
Account: Department of Justice, COPS Law 

Enforcement Technology account 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of 

Hialeah 
Address of Requesting Entity: 501 Palm Av-

enue, Hialeah, FL 33010 
Description of Request: I have secured 

$600,000 to enhance the City of Hialeah po-
lice department’s current radio system which 
does not allow for radio interoperability among 
other law enforcement agencies, especially 
important during times of statewide response 
to natural disasters, domestic security inci-
dents or multi-agency jurisdictional public safe-
ty efforts. The XPS radio system would bridge 
the current gap and achieve interoperability 
with the State of Florida by replacing and up-
grading fixed end, portable and mobile radio 
communication equipment. 

Requesting Member: Congressman LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART 

Bill Number: FY 2009 Omnibus 
Account: Department of Commerce, NOAA, 

Operations, Research and Facilities account 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Florida 

International University 
Address of Requesting Entity: University 

Park Campus, 11200 SW 8th Street, Miami, 
FL 33199 

Description of Request: I have secured 
$500,000 to develop the capability of real-time 
forecasting for storm surges associated with 

hurricane activity and flooding. The State of 
Florida is completing a state-wide collection of 
data from airborne lasers to record detailed 
elevation information. Combined with new 
computational capabilities and overland flow 
algorithms, the proposed models would allow 
Florida the best understanding of storm surge 
effects and subsequent planning advantages. 
This new information will save lives and miti-
gate property loss due to storm surge flooding. 

Requesting Member: Congressman LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART 

Bill Number: FY 2009 Omnibus 
Account: Department of Justice, Juvenile 

Justice account 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: ARISE 

Foundation 
Address of Requesting Entity: 4001 Edmund 

Benson Boulevard, Miami, FL 33178 
Description of Request: I have secured 

$300,000 to educate at-risk youth. Established 
in 1986, ARISE has trained over 5,000 cer-
tified life skills instructors who have gone on to 
teach over 3,600,000 documented hours of 
evidence-based life skills lessons. Specifically 
targeting high-risk youth, ARISE’s goal is to 
stop the cycle of crime and violence while of-
fenders are young enough to learn life les-
sons—and ultimately, to reduce rates of recidi-
vism, drug abuse and violence while building 
skills to keep juveniles in school and out of 
harm’s way. The ARISE Life Management 
Skills Lessons provide both training and pro-
gram materials for teaching such lessons to 
incarcerated youth through interactive meth-
ods that help develop positive social and emo-
tional skills needed to break the cycle of vio-
lence and crime that would otherwise doom 
many of today’s juvenile offenders. Further, it 
provides demonstrable outcome measures on 
the value of expanding this statistically proven, 
award-winning, professionally managed inter-
vention program. 

Requesting Member: Congressman LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART 

Bill Number: FY 2009 Omnibus 
Account: Department of Justice, Juvenile 

Justice account 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Miami- 

Dade County, FL 
Address of Requesting Entity: 111 NW 1st 

Street, Suite 1032, Miami, FL 33128 
Description of Request: I have secured 

$200,000 to continue the partnership between 
Miami-Dade County and the Department of 
Justice in administering the JAC program 
which has been recognized by the White 
House Office of National Drug Control Policy 
for its exemplary results in reducing the recidi-
vism rate among juveniles in Miami-Dade 
County. The Office of Justice Programs also 
strongly supports the JAC’s initiative to pro-
vide an expanded data base, as it could offer 
valuable lessons to other large jurisdictions 
across the U.S. The Juvenile Assessment 
Center, a centralized processing, referral, and 
evaluation center for all juveniles arrested in 
Dade County, opened in late October 1997 
and has served over 100,000 arrested juve-
niles. The JAC allows representatives from 
law enforcement and social services to work 
together to provide a complete range of serv-
ices at the initial stages of the juvenile’s in-
volvement with the Juvenile Justice System. 
Over 5,000 juveniles have participated in the 
Post-Arrest Diversion component of the project 
since 2000, with a success rate of 73% and a 
sharply decreased recidivism rate among juve-

niles in Miami-Dade County. A successful 
completion of this demonstration project will 
continue to reduce juvenile crime in Miami- 
Dade County and provide a valuable blueprint 
for similar efforts across the country. 

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT 
Requesting Member: Congressman LINCOLN 

DIAZ-BALART 
Bill Number: FY 2009 Omnibus 
Account: Army Corps of Engineers, Oper-

ations and Maintenance account 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Florida In-

land Navigational District, Intracoastal Water-
way Maintenance 

Address of Requesting Entity: 1314 
Marcinski Road, Jupiter, FL 33477 

Description of Request: I have secured 
$4,019,000 for the maintenance dredging of 
the Intracoastal Waterway in portions of St. 
Johns, Duval, St. Lucie, Martin and Indian 
River Counties. 

Requesting Member: Congressman LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART 

Bill Number: FY 2009 Omnibus 
Account: Department of Energy, Science 

BER account 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Barry Uni-

versity 
Address of Requesting Entity: 11300 NE 

2nd Avenue, Miami Shores, FL 33161 
Description of Request: I have secured 

$761,200 to fund Phase II of the Institute for 
Collaborative Sciences Research which is in-
tended to create a state-of-the-art research in-
frastructure through new laboratory and teach-
ing space. The focus of the Institute will be to 
prepare minority leaders for future work in 
healthcare professions while facilitating impor-
tant research that has a direct benefit on mi-
nority populations in my South Florida commu-
nity. Barry University is one of the largest 
independent universities in Florida. The uni-
versity boasts a student body that is more 
than 60% minority and 42% are the first in 
their family to attend college. 

Requesting Member: Congressman LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART 

Bill Number: FY 2009 Omnibus 
Account: Office of Science, BER account 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: St. Thom-

as University 
Address of Requesting Entity: 16401 NW 

37th Avenue, Miami Gardens, FL 33054 
Description of Request: I have secured 

$570,200 for a continuation of the university’s 
Minority Science Program and its commitment 
to attract top minority students to pursue a ca-
reer in science and provide them with up-to- 
date laboratories, cutting edge curriculum, ex-
perienced professors and research opportuni-
ties. To this end, STU is constructing a state- 
of-the-art science facility, the Carnival Cruise 
Lines Science and Technology Building. The 
U–CORTE project will be located in the space 
vacated by the Department of Natural 
Sciences when it moves to the new building. 
It consists of establishing a university-commu-
nity resource center and programs to stimulate 
and expand linkages between the university 
and local community partners. This partner-
ship will address disparities in access to crit-
ical health, mental health and legal services in 
the low-income, minority communities of Miami 
Gardens and Opa Locka, which are adjacent 
to St. Thomas University. 

Requesting Member: Congressman LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART 

Bill Number: FY 2009 Omnibus 
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Account: Army Corps of Engineers, Con-

struction account 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Miami- 

Dade County, FL 
Address of Requesting Entity: 111 NW 1st 

Street, Suite 1032, Miami, FL 33128 
Description of Request: I have secured 

$478,000 for dredging of the Miami Harbor at 
the Port of Miami which includes the design, 
preparation of plans and specifications for bid-
ding. The Chief of Engineers has rec-
ommended the deepening project to 50–52 
feet and Congress has authorized the project 
(Title I, Water Resources Development Act of 
2007). It is essential that the Planning, Engi-
neering, and Design (PED) begin in FY09. Ex-
tended delay in the proposed dredging im-
provements could be detrimental to the econ-
omy of South Florida and the nation. Cargo 
growth at the Port of Miami has been phe-
nomenally strong. However, the industry 
standard container ship is becoming larger, 
and the Port cannot handle the newer ships 
without deeper channels. In addition, the Port 
has been facing increasing competition from 
foreign ports with existing significantly deeper 
channels and faces lost business to foreign 
ports (such as Freeport). 

Requesting Member: Congressman LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART 

Bill Number: FY 2009 Omnibus 
Account: Army Corps of Engineers, Inves-

tigations R&D account 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Miami- 

Dade County, FL 
Address of Requesting Entity: 111 NW 1st 

Street, Suite 1032, Miami, FL 33128 
Description of Request: I have secured 

$239,000 for an ongoing feasibility study being 
conducted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers and Miami-Dade County that examines 
the affect of canal and groundwater dis-
charges on Biscayne Bay’s hydrodynamics, 
water quality and ecology. This study will help 
determine the historic freshwater flows to Bis-
cayne Bay and help to improve the eco-
system. 

LABOR, HHS AND EDUCATION 
Requesting Member: Congressman LINCOLN 

DIAZ-BALART 
Bill Number: FY 2009 Omnibus 
Account: Department of Health and Human 

Services, HRSA account 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Miami 

Jewish Home and Hospital Hialeah PACE 
Center 

Address of Requesting Entity: 5200 NE 2nd 
Avenue, Miami, FL 33138 

Description of Request: I have secured 
$476,000 to develop a PACE Center in Hia-
leah, Florida. The Program of All-Inclusive 
Care for the Elderly (PACE) is an innovative 
long-term care model that allows frail elders to 
remain at home. The goal of PACE is to de-
liver high quality, cost-effective care while 
managing participants’ complex medical, func-
tional, and social needs. PACE integrates fi-
nancing and delivery of acute and long-term 
care services. PACE enables older individuals 
who are eligible for nursing home care to con-
tinue living in the community with a full spec-
trum of medical, social and rehabilitative serv-
ices. The Program of all Inclusive Care for the 
Elderly (PACE) meets three important objec-
tives in providing long-term care services: a) it 
allows long term care in operate in a managed 
care environment, b) it integrates Medicare 
and Medicaid into a seamless and transparent 

funding source, and c) it allows nursing eligi-
ble older adults to remain at home. 

Requesting Member: Congressman LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART 

Bill Number: FY 2009 Omnibus 
Account: Department of Health and Human 

Services, HRSA account 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Miami 

Children’s Hospital 
Address of Requesting Entity: 3100 SW 

62nd Avenue, Miami, FL 33155 
Description of Request: I have secured 

$285,000 to construct two new hybrid pediatric 
cardiac suites under the Miami Children’s Hos-
pital Congenital Heart Institute. These adjoin-
ing hybrid suites will feature: full cardiac oper-
ating room capabilities including 
cardiopulmonary bypass, dedicated pediatric 
cardiac anesthesia, state of the art hybrid car-
diac surgical/interventional table, low dose dig-
ital flat panel imaging technology and oper-
ating room ventilation and temperature control. 
The goal of CHI is to achieve 100% surviv-
ability for children with congenital heart dis-
ease, and to improve their health status 
throughout their lives. This mission is entirely 
consistent with the goals of HRSA and HHS, 
and better medical interventions at the early 
stages of the disease lead to better quality of 
life for patients, shorter hospital stays, and 
fewer hospital admissions over their lifetime. 

Requesting Member: Congressman LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART 

Bill Number: FY 2009 Omnibus 
Account: Department of Health and Human 

Services, HRSA account 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Florida 

International University 
Address of Requesting Entity: 11200 SW 

8th Street, Miami, FL 33199 
Description of Request: I have secured 

$238,000 to establish a nanotechnology facility 
to develop biosensors capable of measuring 
exposure to environmental and occupational 
hazards for community safety. The proposed 
Center for Advanced Diagnostics Devices 
would be able to design regional toxin moni-
toring systems. In addition, the project allows 
Florida International University’s College of 
Medicine to merge research and treatment 
with real time toxin exposure detection. 

Requesting Member: Congressman LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART 

Bill Number: FY 2009 Omnibus 
Account: SAMHSA Mental Health account 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Spectrum 

Programs, Inc. 
Address of Requesting Entity: 11031 NE 6th 

Avenue, Miami, FL 33161 
Description of Request: I have secured 

$238,000 to demonstrate the effectuality of a 
mental health and substance abuse treatment 
continuum that integrates research, best prac-
tices and emergent treatment methodologies 
across the spectrum of mental health, sub-
stance abuse, and co-occurring disorders in a 
continuous improvement model, making the 
processes and procedures of behavioral 
health treatment more effective, the timelines 
to improved behavioral health shorter, and the 
gains more sustainable, substantially reducing 
the catastrophic personal, family, and societal 
consequences of historically disaggregated 
treatment approaches. The funding will estab-
lish the Florida Center for Excellence in 
Emerging Behavioral Health Strategies. 

Requesting Member: Congressman LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART 

Bill Number: FY 2009 Omnibus 
Account: Administration for Children and 

Families Social Services account 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Barry Uni-

versity 
Address of Requesting Entity: 11300 NE 

2nd Avenue, Miami Shores, FL 33161 
Description of Request: I have secured 

$167,000 to support the Center for Community 
Services Initiatives (CCSI) to enhance oppor-
tunities for external individuals and groups to 
participate in on-campus programs. The Cen-
ter will serve as an educational resource to 
community organizations, including health pro-
viders. Barry service-learning opportunities 
support local community clinics, helping to im-
prove the quality and accessibility of health 
care, including behavioral health care. 

Requesting Member: Congressman LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART 

Bill Number: FY 2009 Omnibus 
Account: Department of Education, Elemen-

tary and Secondary Education (FIE) account 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Miami- 

Dade County Public Schools 
Address of Requesting Entity: 1450 NE 2nd 

Avenue, Miami, FL 33132 
Description of Request: I have secured 

$143,000 to develop a curriculum modeled on 
world-class standards, delivered by a high- 
quality teaching corps, resulting in an inter-
nationally superior level of student achieve-
ment, and to establish an international edu-
cation model of excellence. The membership 
of the ECIC will include chief education offi-
cers, national and international education re-
searchers, business leaders, and mayors of 
major urban cities from around the world, en-
suring that work of the ECIC is informed by 
the context of the new world economy and 
what will be required to succeed in it. 

TRANSPORTATION/HUD 
Requesting Member: Congressman LINCOLN 

DIAZ-BALART 
Bill Number: FY 2009 Omnibus 
Account: Federal Transit Administration, 

New Starts account 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Miami- 

Dade County, FL 
Address of Requesting Entity: 111 NW 1st 

Street, Suite 1032, Miami, FL 33128 
Description of Request: I have secured 

$20,000,000 for Phases II and III of the Miami- 
Dade County Transit Authority’s Metrorail Or-
ange Line Expansion. Primarily, in Phase II, 
Miami-Dade County Department of Transit is 
in the final planning stage for the construction 
of a 9.2-mile Metrorail extension along NW 
27th Avenue between the existing Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Metrorail station and the 
Broward County line. Phase III, the County’s 
East-West Corridor Rapid Transit Project pro-
poses to extend Metrorail some 10–13 miles 
from the Miami Intermodal Center to Florida 
International University and points west. As 
fewer than 48% of the County’s residents live 
outside incorporated Miami, this Orange Line 
expansion project will allow for more options 
for commuting and travel around Miami-Dade 
County. 

Requesting Member: Congressman LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART 

Bill Number: FY 2009 Omnibus 
Account: Federal Highway Administration, 

TCSP account 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of 

Hialeah, FL 
Address of Requesting Entity: 501 Palm Av-

enue, Hialeah, FL 33010 
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Description of Request: I have secured 

$570,000 to enable the city’s Streets & Engi-
neering Department to develop and implement 
the City’s 5-year Capital Improvement Pro-
gram. The City of Hialeah has a rapidly aging 
infrastructure with some areas facing more 
than 50 years since any work has been done 
in repairs/reconstruction. Areas have been 
chosen throughout the city, based on roadway 
need, drainage concerns, areas that have not 
been reconstructed for over three decades 
and fill-in for sections that are still needed. 

Requesting Member: Congressman LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART 

Bill Number: FY 2009 Omnibus 
Account: Federal Highway Administration, 

TCSP account 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of 

Sweetwater, FL 
Address of Requesting Entity: 500 SW 

109th Avenue, Sweetwater, FL 33174 
Description of Request: I have secured 

$475,000 to repair, resurface and mill city 
sidewalks and streets. Many of the city’s side-
walks and streets have not been serviced in 
over 20 years due to the lack of funding for 
improvements and maintenance. These dam-
aged sidewalks and streets compromise cit-
izen safety (several are unsafe for walking and 
bicycling); cause damage to property (i.e., 
cars, bicycles); and give the city an undesir-
able aesthetic appearance. Sweetwater does 
have approximately $300,000 in matching 
funds for sidewalk and street-related projects. 

Requesting Member: Congressman LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART 

Bill Number: FY 2009 Omnibus 
Account: Federal Transit Administration, 

Buses and Bus Facilities account 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Miami- 

Dade County, FL 
Address of Requesting Entity: 111 NW 1st 

Street, Suite 1032, Miami, FL 33128 
Description of Request: I have secured 

$475,000 to purchase additional buses for 
Miami-Dade County. Federal bus and bus-re-
lated funds will enhance current levels of serv-
ice to meet the growing transportation de-
mand—increasing bus routes and improving 
service frequencies. The purchase of addi-
tional buses will have an important collective 
impact on Miami-Dade County’s ability to de-
crease congestion and promote intermodal 
linkages for passengers throughout the South 
Florida region. 

Requesting Member: Congressman LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART 

Bill Number: FY 2009 Omnibus 
Account: Federal Transit Administration, 

Buses and Bus Facilities account 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of 

Pembroke Pines, FL 
Address of Requesting Entity: 10100 Pines 

Boulevard, Pembroke Pines, FL 33026 
Description of Request: I have secured 

$475,000 to purchase three buses for the City 
of Pembroke Pines senior center for trans-
porting the elderly population. This program 
will help to alleviate congestion on already 
crowded city streets and ensure additional 
safety of the elderly population who frequent 
the senior center. 

Requesting Member: Congressman LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART 

Bill Number: FY 2009 Omnibus 
Account: Federal Highway Administration, 

TCSP account 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of 

Doral, FL 

Address of Requesting Entity: 8300 NW 
53rd Street, Suite 100, Doral, FL 33166 

Description of Request: I have secured 
$237,500 for property acquisition, design, per-
mitting, and construction of roadway gaps and 
intersections identified to be in need of capac-
ity improvements. This will help to alleviate 
roadway sections that are failing due to large 
traffic volumes. In addition, there are several 
roadway gaps where development has ex-
panded the grid pattern of the City roadways 
surrounding small parcels that have not been 
developed. The completion of these small sec-
tions of roadway would complete the City’s 
grid pattern and provide additional options for 
increasing traffic to avoid already congested 
intersections. 

Requesting Member: Congressman LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART 

Bill Number: FY 2009 Omnibus 
Account: Department of Housing and Urban 

Development, EDI account 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of 

Miami Springs, FL 
Address of Requesting Entity: 201 West-

ward Drive, Miami Springs, FL 33166 
Description of Request: I have secured 

$237,500 to replace the municipal gymnasium 
in Miami Springs, Florida. The new community 
center will be a focal point of Miami Springs, 
providing functions including theater, elderly 
continuing education and gymnasium func-
tions. 

f 

OMNIBUS APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. J. RANDY FORBES 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 25, 2009 

Mr. FORBES. Madam Speaker, I rise in op-
position to a cost-of-living increase for Mem-
bers of Congress. We are currently faced with 
difficult economic times and an expanding fed-
eral deficit. Our economy is in a recession, un-
employment figures are on the rise, home val-
ues are falling, and our national debt exceeds 
$10 trillion. Congress must not insulate itself 
from the crises at hand and I believe it is past 
time for Congress to be responsible. The most 
immediate action we can take is to cancel the 
automatic pay increase system currently in 
place for Members of Congress. 

To address this issue, I recently cospon-
sored H.R. 156 in this 111th Congress, legis-
lation that would prevent Members from re-
ceiving an automatic cost of living adjustment 
in the future. The 27th Amendment to the 
Constitution restricts the current Congress 
from altering its pay for 2009. I am dis-
appointed that H.R. 156 was not brought to 
the House floor for a vote to address this im-
portant issue. Rather, this issue was lumped 
into a controversial 1100-plus page omnibus 
bill for political purposes. By not allowing an 
independent yes-or-no vote on this provision, 
we simply reinforce the impression that many 
important legislative measures are structured 
to be political gamesmanship. If Congress is 
to vote itself a pay raise, it should be done in 
sunlight in the full view of the American public, 
not through a quiet procedural motion hidden 
in the shadows. The people of Virginia de-
serve accountability and transparency from 
their elected officials. 

I oppose the automatic cost-of-living in-
crease for Members of Congress. Each of us 
should be on the record with our constituents 
as to whether we believe an increase to our 
own salaries is justified. In this time of in-
creased economic hardship, I am going on the 
record in firm opposition to this pay increase. 
Since I was not allowed to vote yes or no, this 
forum has become my only recourse. Until the 
procedural barriers are removed, we will not 
have the transparent process that Americans 
deserve from their government. I will continue 
to fight for fiscal responsibility at all levels of 
government spending. 

f 

ANNA BELLE CLEMENT O’BRIEN 
PRESENTED WITH 2009 HUMANI-
TARIAN LEADERSHIP AWARD 

HON. LINCOLN DAVIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 4, 2009 

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam Speaker, 
I could not think of a more fitting person to re-
ceive the Frank G. Clement 2009 Humani-
tarian Leadership Award. Miss Anna Belle, a 
well known political figure in Tennessee, has 
long been an advocate for Tennessee’s chil-
dren and working families living in the Upper 
Cumberland region. 

Anna Belle Clement O’Brien was reared and 
schooled in the values and lessons of life west 
of Nashville in Dickson, Tennessee, before 
embarking on a path that led her through the 
Office of Price Administration, the Governor’s 
office, the Tennessee House of Representa-
tives and the Tennessee Senate. 

Known for her great storytelling abilities, 
wonderful sense of humor, quick wit, warm 
smile, it’s hard not to be comfortable around 
Miss Anna Belle. Over the years I have 
learned much about what molded her into the 
role model and leader she has been. 

Armed with a great memory, you will quickly 
learn through Miss Anna Belle’s stories that 
she was raised in an environment where serv-
ice to your neighbor is not only spoken, but 
actually done. The majority of us lucky enough 
to serve the public believe in the power of a 
good and responsive government. Miss Anna 
Belle articulates those beliefs well by saying, 
‘‘Politics is a beautiful word to me. . . . I truly 
believe politics make handicap children walk 
and the mentally ill have a better life. Politics 
builds roads and makes education available 
for all.’’ 

Those words couldn’t ring more true. Miss 
Anna Belle, the first woman to ever serve as 
a committee chair, brought common sense 
and a tireless work ethic to the job and a love 
of the people she served. 

I read an interview she gave once in a local 
newspaper where she said, ‘‘I love this area 
we moved to over 40 years ago. No thought 
was given by either of us to run for public of-
fice before we moved here. It wasn’t planned 
this way, but it has been a most exciting life. 
I am grateful to the people in the community 
for allowing me to serve for all those years.’’ 
Well, Miss Anna Belle, I along with the count-
less Tennesseans you have helped over the 
years, thank you for your tireless leadership in 
working to make sure future generations have 
a better quality of life. Congratulations for 
being recognized for your hard work. It is well 
earned and most deserved. 
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