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STOCK MARKET RECOVERY ACT

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, the stock
market has rendered a bipartisan ver-
dict on the policies of this Congress.
From the year end to the inauguration,
it fell 5 percent. From Secretary
Geithner’s speech to the budget, it fell
12 percent. From the budget to today,
it fell another 11 percent.

We are now suffering from the fastest
market decline ever, faster than even
under Presidents Hoover or Roosevelt.
The market has fallen in part because
it has learned more about this Con-
gress—record borrowing, rigged union
elections, 9,000 earmarks, and national-
izing health care.

I think it’s time to look at new poli-
cies to help stocks, like suspending the
mark-to-market rule that triggers
bank runs and restarting the uptick
rule to undercut the short sellers.

Today, I will introduce the Stock
Market Recovery Act with these two
key reforms. We are digging an eco-
nomic hole, and it’s time to get out,
and these reforms will help.

———

GIVE OUR TEACHERS A HEAD
START ACT

(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to introduce the Give Our
Teachers a Head Start Act, a bill which
makes strong investments in today’s
Head Start teachers and teachers’
aides.

In this challenging economy, Head
Start programs around the Nation are
feeling the consequences. And when
budget shortfalls hit these programs, it
is the children who suffer. Many teach-
ers and teachers’ aides attempt to fill
the gap and make personal financial
sacrifices to provide their students
with classroom supplies. The average
Head Start teacher with a B.A. degree
earns almost half of the average Kin-
dergarten teacher, but is excluded from
the current law permitting K-12 teach-
ers an income tax deduction. This leg-
islation would permit Head Start
teachers and teachers’ aides the ability
to subtract from their gross income up
to $250 in expenses that would be asso-
ciated with the purchase of classroom
supplies.

When funding falls short and teach-
ers sacrifice to fill the gap, it seems
only fair that they should at least get
a tax deduction. I urge my colleagues
to support this bill.

——————

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TAKING
LARGER PIECE OF TAXPAYERS’
WALLETS
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-

dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, it appears the latest defini-
tion of fiscal responsibility in Wash-
ington is just to raise taxes in order to
raise spending. The Federal Govern-
ment takes a larger and larger piece of
taxpayers’ wallets.

At a time when American families
and small businesses across our coun-
try are making tough decisions, Wash-
ington is borrowing more money. Never
mind that tax hikes during a recession
would only prolong the downturn or re-
duce job creation made in a recovery.
This is the taxpayers’ money, it does
not belong to the government.

Let’s take a lesson from the Amer-
ican taxpayer and promote tough deci-
sions here that will reduce spending
and not mortgage our children’s fu-
tures. This spending will mean a $9,014
principal obligation, along with adjust-
able interest, beginning now for every
person 21 years old or younger.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th.

————

WORKING TO IMPROVE HEALTH
CARE

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, one of the
most serious challenges facing our Na-
tion is the need for health care reform
to ensure access to quality and afford-
able health care for all families.

It is shocking that nearly 46 million
Americans in the United States have
no health care coverage. Unless we act,
estimates from the Congressional
Budget Office warn that the number of
Americans without health insurance
will grow to about 54 million during
the next 10 years.

In meeting with health care profes-
sionals and with my constituents in
New Jersey, everyone agrees that
changes in our current system are
needed. Congress has already taken
some important steps. Working with
President Obama, we have enacted into
law a much-needed expansion of the
State Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram, SCHIP, to ensure that the 7
seven million children who currently
participate in the program continue to
receive coverage.

We also worked to provide $20 billion
in crucial funding in the economic re-
covery package to modernize our
health care system through the adop-
tion of health information technology.

Mr. Speaker, we want to see these
moves continue.

———

AMERICANS MAKE  SACRIFICES
WHILE WASHINGTON CONTINUES
TO SPEND

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. After months of run-
away spending at the Federal level on
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bailouts, so-called stimulus bills, and
big government spending in last year’s
budget, just last month President
Obama unveiled his budget, a more
than $3 trillion blueprint for even more
spending.

At a time when middle class families
and small businesses are making sac-
rifices, Washington continues to spend
trillions of dollars on bailouts and new
government programs. One inde-
pendent estimate suggests that the
Federal Government will have to hire
250,000 new bureaucrats just to pass out
all the money. And the President’s
plan includes the largest tax increase
in history. The majority of his tax in-
creases will hit small business owners.
And the new national energy tax will
cost every American household up to
$3,100 per year.

The chairman of the Budget Com-
mittee, the Democrat, JOHN SPRATT,
said, ‘“This is not an easy budget to
market for sure. The reason? Well, the
President’s budget spends too much,
taxes too much, and borrows too much,
and the American people know it.”

————
INVESTING IN AMERICA

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker,
it’s very interesting to me to watch
people stand there and start talking
about the spending of the Federal Gov-
ernment over the past few months be-
cause the party that was in charge for
the previous decade—even longer—in
Congress and in the White House ran
up record deficits while the American
middle class income stayed flat. And
yet, I didn’t hear them on the floor
worried about the middle class until
just very recently.

I'm not really sure what they’re
upset about, except I think they’re
upset that we have decided to invest in
ourselves and our country. We’re going
to invest in jobs; we’re going to invest
in the middle class; we’re going to in-
vest in infrastructure; we’re going to
invest in education. President Obama
said, ‘“Those who out-teach us will out-
compete us.” So we're investing in this
country. We’re investing in health care
for the children, and investing for the
elderly as well.

We cut taxes for the middle class.
Yes, times are very difficult, and unfor-
tunately, we are going to have to spend
to stimulate, and spend to support our
people and support our country. But
where were they for the past decade?

———

EMPLOYEE FREE CHOICE ACT

(Mr. ROE of Tennessee asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Today, con-
gressional Democrats are introducing
the curiously named Employee Free
Choice Act, which actually does the op-
posite of its title by taking away an
employee’s free choice to choose in se-
cret whether or not to join a union.
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