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rainy-day fund grew from 14 cents to
over $1 billion. And we put $200 million
aside to take care of any Medicaid
problem we would have.

Mr. President, I know we can turn
things around again. We really can.
But we need to stop the spending spree
and start making tough decisions on
this tax and entitlement reform. Why
don’t we work together to get America
back on track? Let’s work together to
systemically deal with each of the
problems, challenges, and opportuni-
ties we have in America, so we are
filled with the same hope and optimism
of Ronald Reagan. I got to know Ron-
ald Reagan. He was quite a guy, quite
a President. He always had a positive
attitude, and he said:

I know that for America, there will always
be a bright dawn ahead.

Mr. President, the glass is not half
empty, the glass is half full. If all of us
work together, we can turn this thing
around.

I yield the floor.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

REVOLUTIONARY WAR AND WAR
OF 1812 BATTLEFIELD PROTEC-
TION ACT—MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to Calendar No. 27, H.R. 146.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-
tion is debatable.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been filed pursuant
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to rule XXII, the clerk will report the
motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the motion to
proceed to Calendar No. 27, H.R. 146, the Rev-
olutionary War and War of 1812 Battlefield
Protection Act.

Harry Reid, Patty Murray, Benjamin L.
Cardin, Kay R. Hagan, Byron L. Dor-
gan, Richard Durbin, Carl Levin,
Jeanne Shaheen, John F. Kerry, Frank
R. Lautenberg, Jeff Bingaman, Roland
W. Burris, Robert Menendez, Amy
Klobuchar, Jim Webb, Jack Reed, Bill
Nelson.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the mandatory
quorum be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the vote on the mo-
tion to invoke cloture occur at 5:30
Monday, March 16; further, that if clo-
ture is invoked, then the postcloture
time count as if cloture had been in-
voked at 10 a.m. on Monday, March 16;
and that during any recess or adjourn-
ment period, postcloture time continue
to run.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, MARCH 16,
2009

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate
completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 2 p.m. Monday, March 16;
that following the prayer and the
pledge, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the morning hour be
deemed to have expired, and the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day; that the Senate
proceed to period of morning business
until 3 p.m., with Senators permitted
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to speak therein for up to 10 minutes
each; that following morning business,
the Senate resume consideration of the
motion to proceed to H.R. 146, the leg-
islative vehicle for the omnibus lands
bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PROGRAM

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the next
rollcall vote will occur on Monday at
5:30 p.m. This vote will be on the mo-
tion to invoke cloture on the motion to
proceed to H.R. 146.

——————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
MARCH 16, 2009, AT 2 P.M.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that
the Senate stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:58 p.m., adjourned until Monday,
March 16, 2009, at 2 p.m.

———

NOMINATIONS
Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

THOMAS L. STRICKLAND, OF COLORADO, TO BE ASSIST-
ANT SECRETARY FOR FISH AND WILDLIFE, VICE R. LYLE
LAVERTY.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

ALEXANDER VERSHBOW, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA, TO BE AN ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE,
VICE MARY BETH LONG, RESIGNED.

———

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate, Thursday, March 12, 2009:

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

DAVID W. OGDEN, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE DEPUTY ATTOR-
NEY GENERAL.

THOMAS JOHN PERRELLI, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE ASSO-
CIATE ATTORNEY GENERAL.
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