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a more responsible way, in a more pub-
lic way, in a bankruptcy court before a
Federal judge who took testimony
under oath and could put people in jail
who deserve to go to jail.

I conclude with this. This spectacular
spasm should be a vivid warning to the
danger of arrogance by those would-be
masters of the universe. You are not as
smart as you think you are. Market
forces ultimately control in the real
world. Nothing comes from nothing.
Debts must be paid.

Secretaries Paulson and Geithner re-
mind me of a man in an airplane off the
gulf coast throwing out dry ice in an
attempt to prevent a hurricane. Do you
remember that? Or of Mr. Ludd in Eng-
land taking a sledgehammer to the
weaving looms of England to stop the
Industrial Revolution. I have seen the
force of real hurricanes. We are now
seeing the force of a financial hurri-
cane, and a lot of people are getting
hurt.

But there is good news, really there
is. Hurricanes do pass. We will recover.
The greatest danger, though, is that in
this time of trouble, our Government,
in a burst of overreach, will perma-
nently damage the great heritage of
free enterprise, ordered liberty, and
limited Government that has made this
the freest, most productive economy in
the history of the world. Why would we
want to be lecturing France on how to
conduct an economy by telling them
they should be a bigger, more oppres-
sive government than they already
are?

I will certainly meet my colleagues
in a bipartisan effort to work to miti-
gate the economic and emotional pain
we are now suffering. But if bipartisan-
ship means acquiescing in the wildest
of economic chimeras that we have re-
cently followed, count me out. If it
means changing the legal and eco-
nomic order that, through ups and
downs, has formed the moral basis of
the American dream and served us so
well, count me out.

Oh, we are told by our leaders—and
Mr. Geithner said this at the Budget
Committee hearing when I asked him a
few days ago—we would never want to
do that. We are committed to the
American heritage of economic order,
he said. But one writer noted that at a
time of rapid erosion of a nation’s clas-
sical values, the leaders are most vocif-
erous in proclaiming their adherence to
them.

Count me a skeptic. I am watching
what is being done, not what is being
said. For me and for those who love lib-
erty, limited Government, and free en-
terprise, these actions that are occur-
ring today are troubling and fright-
ening indeed.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. BINGAMAN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
HAGAN) Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. BINGAMAN. What is the busi-
ness before the Senate?

————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

————

REVOLUTIONARY WAR AND WAR
OF 1812 BATTLEFIELD PROTEC-
TION ACT—MOTION TO PROCEED

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to
proceed to H.R. 146, which the clerk
will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A motion to proceed to H.R. 146, an act to
amend the American Battlefield Protection
Act of 1996 to establish a battlefield acquisi-
tion grant program for the acquisition and
protection of nationally significant battle-
fields and associated sites of the Revolu-
tionary War and the War of 1812, and for
other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico is recognized.

Mr. BINGAMAN. Madam President,
earlier this year, the Senate passed S.
22, which is the Omnibus Public Lands
Management Act, a collection of over
160 bills primarily from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources.
After a week of debate, the Senate
passed S. 22 by a vote of 73 to 21. That
vote occurred on January 15.

Unfortunately, the House of Rep-
resentatives has not yet passed S. 22. In
an effort to facilitate consideration of
this package of bills in the other body,
it is my hope that we will be able to at-
tach the omnibus lands package to an-
other bill that has already passed the
House of Representatives and send it
back where, hopefully, it can be quick-
ly approved.

As the first step of this process this
afternoon, the Senate will vote on
whether to invoke cloture on the mo-
tion to proceed to H.R. 146, which is the
Revolutionary War and War of 1812
Battlefield Protection Act. If cloture is
invoked on the motion to proceed to
that bill, and once we are on that bill,
it is my intention to offer a substitute
amendment that will essentially sub-
stitute the text of S. 22 as passed by
the Senate.

In addition to making a few technical
corrections to the previously passed
bill text, the amendment incorporates
one change that was not in the under-
lying Senate bill when it was pre-
viously passed.

Following Senate passage of S. 22, 1
understand that some Members in the
House of Representatives expressed
concern that the portion of the bill per-
taining to Wild and Scenic Rivers and
National Trails and National Heritage
Areas might somehow be construed to
limit access for authorized hunting,
fishing, and trapping activities. While I
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am confident the Senate bill in no way
restricts those activities, in an at-
tempt to make this completely clear,
the substitute amendment I will pro-
pose to offer, if we are able to do that,
adds a provision in title V which covers
Wild and Scenic Rivers and National
Trails language designations. The new
language states that:

Nothing in this title shall be construed as
affecting access for recreational activities
otherwise allowed by law or regulation, in-
cluding hunting, fishing, or trapping.

Furthermore:

Nothing in this title shall be construed as
affecting the authority, jurisdiction, or re-
sponsibility of the several States to manage,
control or regulate fish and resident wildlife
under State law or regulations, including the
regulation of hunting, fishing, and trapping.

The amendment adds similar lan-
guage in title VIII, which is the title
designating National Heritage Areas. I
would like to thank Senator MUR-
KOWSKI, who is the ranking member on
the Energy Committee with me in this
Congress, and also Senator CRAPO, for
their assistance with this provision.

With this clarification, I believe all
interested parties now agree that the
bill is clear that access for recreational
hunting, fishing, and trapping is not af-
fected by the river, trail, or heritage
area designations.

As we noted before, the Omnibus
Public Land Management Act is collec-
tively one of the most significant con-
servation bills to be considered by the
Senate in this past decade. It will re-
sult in the addition of over 2 million
new acres of the National Wilderness
Preservation System. It will designate
three new units to the National Park
System, and it enlarges the boundaries
of several existing parks. It creates a
new national monument and three new
national conservation areas. It adds
over 1,000 new miles to the National
Wild and Scenic Rivers System and
over 2,800 miles of new trails that will
be part of the National Trails System.
It establishes in law the Bureau of
Land Management’s National Land-
scape Conservation System that pro-
tects over 1.2 million acres of the Wyo-
ming Range.

In addition, the Omnibus Public Land
Management Act authorizes numerous
land exchanges and conveyances to
help local communities throughout the
West. It includes the Forest Landscape
Restoration Act, which will help under-
take collaborative landscape-scale res-
toration projects to help reduce both
future fire risk and fire-associated
costs. It incorporates over 30 bills
which will help address critical water
resource needs at both the national and
local level. It authorizes several stud-
ies to help communities better under-
stand their local water supplies and the
best way to meet future water needs,
and it includes several authorizations
for local and regional water projects
that enhance water use efficiencies, ad-
dress water infrastructure needs, and
help provide sustainable water supplies
to rural communities.
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