March 24, 2009

STEPHEN MARCHAM OF VERNON,
CONNECTICUT

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2009

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate the extraordinary life of Ste-
phen Marcham of Vernon, Connecticut who
passed away after a courageous battle with
cancer on March 19, 2009.

Steve Marcham was a lifelong resident of
Vernon, a town he loved dearly. Steve at-
tended Rockville High School and later en-
rolled at the University of Connecticut where
he earned his degree from the School of Phar-
macy. After graduation, Steve returned to
Vernon, Connecticut and became co-owner of
Vincent’'s Pharmacy where he had worked
since high school. During his more than 30
years at Vincent's, Steve was recognized for
his outstanding community service when he
received the A. H. Robbins Bowl of Hygeia
Award, the Pharmacy Leadership Award from
the National Association of Retail Druggists
and the 2006 Daniel Leone Pharmacist of the
Year award from the Connecticut Pharmacists
Association. As his customers could tell you,
Steve’s care and compassion for his fellow
man found their outlet within the walls of Vin-
cent’s.

In addition to his service as a community
pharmacist, Steve had a deep passion for
public service. It was here in the public arena
that Steve created a lasting mark as a pro-
gressive who built consensus with one over-
riding goal: improving his community. In 1969
while still attending the University of Con-
necticut, Steve became the youngest official
elected to public office when he won a seat on
the Board of Education. After serving on the
Board of Education for a number of terms,
Steve was elected to the Town Council before
being appointed in 1986 to serve as the
Mayor, a position which he held until 1989. A
decade later, he was re-elected to that office.
As Mayor, Steve was well known for his ef-
forts to bridge the political divide. Above all of
his political achievements, however, it was the
kindness and grace of Steve that endeared
him to both his colleagues and the people of
Vernon.

Even more than his impressive success as
a health care provider and public official,
Steve was a wonderful parent and husband.
He was part of a beautiful family including his
wife Jan and daughter Ashley. They did every-
thing together—trips to Cape Cod, cam-
paigning together for office, attending Ashley’s
marching band events and family gatherings
with the Marchams and the Bozcars.

Steve was a true example and inspiration to
us all showing how to balance work, commu-
nity and family flawlessly. He was in many
ways a Jimmy Stewart-like figure from “It's a
Wonderful Life.” It was an honor to have
known him and worked with him during my
years in the state legislature and the Con-
gress.

For those of us who knew him and had the
honor and privilege to call him a friend, this is
a difficult time. To Janice, his wife, Ashley, his
daughter, and his beloved mother Frances, we
offer our sympathy and thanks for allowing
Steve to be a part of our lives. | ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring the life and
service of Steve Marcham.
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GREEK INDEPENDENCE
HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2009

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the anniversary
of Greek independence, which occurred on
March 25, 1821. It's been one hundred and
eighty-eight years since Greece obtained free-
dom from the oppressive Ottoman Empire.

Like our own American Founding Fathers,
the people of Greece fought valiantly to
achieve independence from a sprawling em-
pire that treated its citizens like subjects. The
Greek revolutionaries also drew much of their
authority from European philosophers, much
like our forefathers who were motivated by
classical and English values. A culture
steeped in such a rich tradition, such as
Greece, can be celebrated by all Americans.
As the birthplace of democracy, Greece has
informed numerous self-government efforts
across the world.

The celebration of Greek independence co-
incides with a Greek Orthodox holiday, the An-
nunciation of the Theotokos. Yet Greece’s
bloody struggle for independence from the
Ottoman Empire bears little resemblance to
the peaceful appearance of the Archangel Ga-
briel. The Greeks endured atrocities such as
the Chios Massacre, the massacre of
Heraklion, and the Destruction of Psara; most
of these conflicts were religiously motivated
and they highlight the Greek dedication to
freedom.

After eight years of brutal fighting, the Greek
people were finally able to achieve independ-
ence. The Treaty of Constantinople was
signed in July 1832, giving Greece its inde-
pendence from the Ottoman Empire.

| am honored to cosponsor H.J. Res. 39,
which recognizes the 188th anniversary of the
independence of Greece. Furthermore, | am
pleased that this bill is scheduled to be con-
sidered by the House of Representatives
today.

| would again like to congratulate Greece for
celebrating such a momentous occasion. This
anniversary is a time to remember the sac-
rifices of the past, to take pride in your nation,
and to look ahead to a future of promise.

—————

COMMENDING MILDRED LEWIS OF
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

HON. LEONARD LANCE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2009

Mr. LANCE. Madam Speaker, | rise in honor
of National Women’s History Month and to
congratulate Mildred Lewis of Berkeley
Heights, New Jersey who will be honored on
Friday, March 27, 2009 at the 17th Annual
Women of Excellence Dinner held in Union
County, New Jersey.

This special annual event is hosted by the
Union County Commission on the Status of
Women in the Seventh Congressional District
and highlights the amazing work of individuals
who are making our communities better places
to live. The Commission on the Status of
Women recognizes the contributions of
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women in the fields of education, health care,
the arts, government, business, law, commu-
nity service, technology, public service and
women’s advocacy and lifetime achievement.

This year's Civic Leadership Award will be
given to Mildred Lewis because of her exten-
sive commitment to making our community a
better place. For 15 years, Mildred has served
as the president of the Cranford Chapter of
the League of Women Voters, coordinating
candidates’ forums at both the municipal and
county levels. Mildred has conducted voter
registration drives and prepared and distrib-
uted educational materials about voters’ rights
and ballot initiatives regarding education,
women’s issues, and natural resources.

Mildred is also a member of the Roselle-
Cranford Hadassah where she is active in
many aspects, including the Bulletin, American
Affairs, and fund-raising dinners. Ms. Lewis
also worked as a full time volunteer at Alexian
Brothers Hospital in Elizabeth, New Jersey
where she manages volunteers. Mildred also
volunteered at Temple Beth EI Mekor Chayim
as the kitchen coordinator, where she plans
and creates meals for more than 100 people.

Mildred has also been active in the Cranford
Historical Society and is a member of several
other Jewish organizations, including National
Council of Jewish Women and the Sisterhood
of Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim.

Mrs. Lewis and her husband George have
been married for more than 60 years. They
have three children and four grandchildren.

Mildred Lewis of Cranford, New Jersey has
made significant contributions to so many in
her community. | am pleased to congratulate
Mildred Lewis for her outstanding efforts and
share her good work with my colleagues in the
United States Congress and the American
people.

HONORING WILLIAM “BILLY”
THOMAS

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2009

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
bring to the attention of my colleagues and the
entire nation, the work of my constituent Wil-
liam “Billy” Thomas. Mr. Thomas is a great
man who will be honored by the citizens of
Mount Vernon, New York for his lifelong work.
It is a body of work that has always personi-
fied actions that go way beyond the call of
duty. The City of Mount Vernon, New York,
will rename South Sixth Avenue William “Billy”
Thomas Boulevard, after its beloved local and
national pioneer in youth development.

William “Billy” Thomas began working at the
Mount Vernon (NY) Boys’ Club (MVBC) in
1955. Over the next 22 years he rose from
athletic to program to camp and finally to Ex-
ecutive Director. During each and every year,
young men were placed in his skillful hands
and taught the values of life, service to com-
munity, sportsmanship, courage, integrity and
respect for self and others. He became an
icon, a living legend for his work in inspiring
young people to pursue and live positive and
progressive family and professional lives.

In 1968, duty to his nation called. Mr. Thom-
as took leave from his work and joined the
United States Army to serve in Vietnam. He
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returned to the Boys’ Club in 1971 to continue
his work and improve the life skills and lives
of young men in the community. He has
served the Mount Vernon community in var-
ious capacities for over 45 years. Mr. Thom-
as’s accomplishments are too many to site,
but a few must be noted.

In 1993, Mr. Thomas was joined by Denzel
Washington, as they received The Boys and
Girls Club of America Connection Magazines
Mentor Magic Award. In 1997 Mr. Thomas re-
ceived the “Man of the Year Award” from the
National Association of Negro Business & Pro-
fessional Women’s Club of New Rochelle,
New York.

Mr. Thomas worked with countless young
people in an effort to either turn their lives
around, or continue their lives on a positive
path. Over the years, Mr. Thomas mentored
thousands of young people. Some are now
doctors, lawyers, bus drivers, ministers, fa-
thers and mothers as well as the current exec-
utive director of the Mount Vernon Club—
Lowes Moore. Mr. Thomas also influenced
several former NBA players: brothers Gus and
Ray Williams, as well as Calvin “Scooter” and
Rodney McCray. Mr. Thomas always went
about his work without praise or formal rec-
ognition. He has taught all the young people
that entered the club that each has a respon-
sibility to lend a hand to those less fortunate.
His actions speak volumes as he worked with
special needs children in New Rochelle and
White Plains, New York. He also volunteered
his services in many areas that included
teaching chess, reading, a Youth Commis-
sioner for the City of New Rochelle and of
course, a basketball coach.

Mr. Thomas sacrificed a great deal to give
back to his community. It is only fitting that the
community honor his deeds by renaming the
street in front of the Boys Club William “Billy”
Thomas Boulevard. This is testament that
hard work and dedication are appreciated by
the community and that the seeds sowed will
blossom for many years to come. The renam-
ing of South Sixth Avenue to “William Billy
Thomas Boulevard” is an important testament
to the hundreds of lives nurtured on this block
at this Boys’ and Girls’ Club under his leader-
ship and care.

We in Congress share the City of Mount
Vernon’s recognition of William “Billy” Thom-
as’s outstanding life with the nation.

———————

PAULE MARSHALL—HONORING A
NEW YORK CITY LITERARY GREAT

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2009

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | stand be-
fore you today to acknowledge Paule Mar-
shall, a renowned American author and poet
who published her first novel, “Brown Girl,
Brownstones”, 50 years ago, and served as
an influential trailblazer for emerging black fe-
male writers in the 60s and 70s.

| introduce into the RECORD an article from
the New York Times of March 12, 2009 high-
lighting the career of Paule Marshall and her
new publication titled “Triangular Road”, a
memoir that follows her early years as a writ-
er.

Born in Brooklyn, NY to Caribbean parents
and raised in a Bedford-Stuyvesant brown-
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stone, Ms. Marshall brought a unique voice to
the literary genre. She captured, in a fine bal-
ance, the stories of West Indian life emerged
in American culture. It is no surprise that
Langton Hughes selected her to accompany
him on a tour of Europe in 1965.

Over the last 50 years, she has consistently
remained relevant, publishing 2 collections of
short stories and five novels, while simulta-
neously teaching at various universities, in-
cluding Yale and New York University.

Ms. Marshall has received many awards
and honors throughout her career, including
an American Book Award and a John Dos
Passos Award of Literature. She was a Mac-
Arthur Fellow and designated as a Literary
Lion by the New York Public Library in 1994.
In 2001, Marshall was inducted into the Celeb-
rity Path at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden.

At this time, | would like to honor this distin-
guished New York City literary figure and offer
recognition of the work she has contributed to
American literature.

———
CELEBRATING COLONEL CHRIS-
TOPHER O’CONNOR, COM-

MANDING OFFICER OF MIRAMAR
MARINE CORPS AIR STATION

HON. BRIAN P. BILBRAY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2009

Mr. BILBRAY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Colonel Christopher O’Con-
nor, Commanding Officer of Marine Corps Air
Station, Miramar (MCAS, Miramar) which |
have the pleasure of representing. Colonel
O’Connor has served his country with distinc-
tion for over twenty years and | wish him noth-
ing but the best as a new chapter in his life
begins.

Colonel O’'Connor was born and raised in
New York where he received his commission
through the Naval Reserve Officer Training
Corps (NROTC) at the University of Rochester
in May of 1979. Since then, he has partici-
pated in humanitarian relief operations while
deployed to the Republic of the Philippines,
served as the Aviation Department’s action of-
ficer for Base Realignment and Closure
(BRAC) issues and aviation training range
systems and reported to the Office of Asian
and Pacific Affairs in the Office of the Sec-
retary of Defense where he served as the
Country Director for Australia and New Zea-
land.

In August 2006, Colonel O’Connor took over
as Commanding Officer of MCAS, Miramar
where he has excelled in working with local
leaders while representing the Marine Corp
with professionalism and distinction to commu-
nities surrounding the base and San Diego
County as a whole. Colonel O’Connor’s deco-
rations include the Legion of Merit, Defense
Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service
Medal with gold star, Joint Service Com-
mendation Medal, Navy Commendation
Medal, and Navy Achievement Medal.

| applaud the good service that Colonel
O’Connor has provided this country. He has
been an absolute pleasure to work with
throughout his tenure and | urge my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating this great
American.

March 24, 2009

HONORING THE HEROIC ACTIONS
OF CHAD LINDSEY

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2009

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the bravery of Chad
Lindsey, a constituent of mine who jumped
onto the New York subway tracks to rescue a
fellow passenger that had fallen.

On March 16, 2009, Mr. Lindsey was wait-
ing for the subway at Penn Station in New
York City when he saw a man fall onto the
track and hit his head.

Knowing that a train was coming shortly, Mr.
Lindsey courageously jumped onto the sub-
way track. The man who fell was unconscious,
and despite repeated attempts did not wake
up. Yet, with the lights of the train coming to-
ward them, Mr. Lindsey knew he had to act
and used all his strength to pull the man to the
platform edge and, with the help of others, lift-
ed him to safety.

Thanks to Mr. Lindsey’s quick thinking and
selfless actions, the injured man was taken to
the hospital and later released. Mr. Lindsey,
having done his part, got on the next train,
ready to go back to his everyday life as a
working New York City actor.

In the days since the incident, Mr. Lindsey
has tried to resist the attempts of the media to
label him a “hero”. But this is exactly what he
is.

He did not hesitate before rushing to help
someone else in need, even though his ac-
tions put himself at risk. For Mr. Lindsey, this
act of bravery came naturally.

His courageous act reminded us that there
are people willing to put themselves in danger
for the sake of others. He sets an example
that we all should strive toward.

| applaud Chad Lindsey for his brave ac-
tions, and | am so proud to call him both a
constituent and hero.

——————

COMMENDING PATRICIA MURPHY
OF UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

HON. LEONARD LANCE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2009

Mr. LANCE. Madam Speaker, | rise in honor
of National Women’s History Month and to
congratulate Patricia Murphy of Springfield,
New Jersey who will be honored on Friday,
March 27, 2009 at the 17th Annual Women of
Excellence Dinner held in Union County, New
Jersey.

This special annual event is hosted by the
Union County Commission on the Status of
Women in the Seventh Congressional District
and highlights the amazing work of individuals
who are making our communities better places
to live. The Commission on the Status of
Women recognizes the contributions of
women in the fields of education, health care,
the arts, government, business, law, commu-
nity service, technology, public service and
women’s advocacy and lifetime achievement.

This year’s Lifetime Achievement Award will
be given to Patricia Murphy because of her
extensive lifetime achievements. Presently,
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