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$100 million, is about how much we will
spend every single day on interest on
the stimulus bill we passed a while
back. Mr. President, $100 million in
savings is certainly good. It amounts
to about 33 cents for every single
American. Compare that to entitle-
ment spending where, in order to meet
all our current and future entitlement
promises, we would have to extract
$495,000 from every American house-
hold—$495,000 from every American
household. The way I see it, there is
simply no question as to where the pri-
ority should be.
I yield the floor.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF CHRISTOPHER R.
HILL TO BE AMBASSADOR TO
IRAQ—Resumed

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senate will proceed to execu-
tive session to consider the following
nomination which the clerk will re-
port.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Nomination of Christopher R. Hill, of
Rhode Island, a Career Member of the Senior
Foreign Service, Class of Career Minister, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Iraq.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Massachusetts
is recognized.

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I know
we are here to discuss the nomination
of Christopher Hill to be our Ambas-
sador to Iraq. I want to talk about that
for a few minutes.

But I have to say, as I was sitting
there listening to the distinguished mi-
nority leader complaining about the in-
terest we are paying on the debt, I al-
most choked on the absurdity and
irony of the situation in which we find
ourselves. The reason we have to have
an enormous stimulus plan is because
of the mismanagement of our entire
economy and Government over the
course of the last 8 years. Not once—
the Senator from Rhode Island will
know this—not once did the President
of the United States George Bush veto
a spending bill—mot once. It was under
the leadership of the Republicans as
the chairs of all the essential spending
committees of the Congress. They had
the House, they had the Senate, they
had the White House. During that pe-
riod of time, they took a $5.6 trillion
surplus and turned it into a $10 trillion
debt and about a $5.6 trillion deficit—
the most irresponsible period of fiscal
management in the history of this
country. Not to mention what they did
with respect to the management of the
regulatory process of our country,
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where, as we know, deals were allowed
to be made on Wall Street that had no
business being made. Regulators were
taken out of the industry itself and it
was like putting the fox in charge of
the chicken coop in the most overt
sense possible, so regulation went out
the window.

We are paying the price for that
today. The American taxpayer is pay-
ing the price. The average homeowner
is paying the price. Retirees are paying
the price. Workers—unprecedented
numbers of people laid off because of
the hollow, empty Ponzi scheme in-
vestments and commission schemes
that were engaged in on Wall Street
and elsewhere. It is staggering.

To listen to them come to the floor
with no alternative plan—they don’t
offer any alternative as to how you put
America back to work. They just say:
No, don’t spend this money. Oh, my
God, we are building up a terrible def-
icit—despite the fact that for 8 years
they were silent about the deficit.
There is something in public where you
earn the right, sort of a moral level of
rectitude or of justification for saying
the things you say. I have to tell you,
it is hard to listen to some of these
folks, who were so much a part of that,
without even accepting responsibility
for it. They don’t come down and say,
you know, we made a blooper of a mis-
take or, boy, did I misjudge this or
that or whatever. It is a wholesale flip-
flop transition that is absolutely stag-
gering in its proportions. Judging by
the polling numbers on the President
reflecting the decisions he is making,
tough decisions about how to get the
country moving again, I think the
American people get it. I hope we are
going to spend our time more profit-
ably around here than playing the tra-
ditional political game of delay and ob-
fuscation and those tactics.

The reason I mention that is the rea-
son we are on the floor today debating
the nomination of Christopher Hill is
more of the same. It is exactly part of
the same process of politics as usual in
Washington, DC. There is no reason
that for the last 2 weeks, while the
Congress of the United States was on
its Easter break—many Members back
home or traveling the world, dealing
with a lot of issues—there is no reason
we did not have an ambassador in Iraq,
which is what General Odierno wants,
what General Petraeus wants, what the
President wants, what the American
troops need and deserve.

Time and again, Senators have come
to the floor and said there is no mili-
tary solution in Iraq. The reason we
are drawing down our numbers of
troops there now is to transfer author-
ity to the Iraqis themselves so our
troops can come home and so they can
assume responsibility for their coun-
try. As all of us know, that cannot hap-
pen completely and properly until and
unless the political issues of Iraq are
resolved. As the Washington Post
noted, we have not had an ambassador
in Iraq since last February. So we have
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gone all this time with the principal
issue which needs to be resolved, which
is political, without the principal play-
er, who is the Ambassador.

It is stunning to me that a few Sen-
ators have decided not just to register
their opposition—which they can do.
They have a right to do that, come to
the floor, speak against the nomina-
tion and let’s have a vote. He is going
to be overwhelmingly supported to be
the next ambassador to Iraq. But we
will have delayed and diddled and who
knows what opportunity may have
been delayed or lost as a consequence
of our not having the principal polit-
ical player on the ground in Iraq in
order to help negotiate.

The fact is, Chris Hill, when you look
at the record, even some of the argu-
ments that are being made about him
by the few who oppose him do not
stand up. They do not stand up to scru-
tiny. In over three decades of service at
the State Department, as ambassador
to complicated, difficult parts of the
world—Ambassador to Macedonia and
Poland, to South Korea—Chris Hill has
proven himself to be one of America’s
most talented diplomats. Today we are
asking him to take on one of the most
challenging diplomatic posts, one that
if you look at his record through the
years he has been preparing for in dif-
ferent ways in each of these different
posts.

Senator LUGAR yesterday joined in
the effort to get this vote and to ap-
prove this nomination. I appreciate
enormously the partnership Senator
LUGAR has provided for years on the
Foreign Relations Committee, as a
partner to now-Vice President BIDEN,
and now working with me and with the
rest of the committee. Senator LUGAR
believes in calling things the way he
sees them and in making judgments
based on the facts—above all, in trying
to have a foreign policy presence for
the United States that is bipartisan,
where the politics end at the water’s
edge. The fact is, Ambassador Hill’s
decades of diplomatic experience, as
Senator LUGAR has pointed out, give
him the skills that matter the most in
Iraqg—the ability to achieve our objec-
tives in a complex, challenging, sec-
tarian, volatile, complicated environ-
ment.

This is exactly the experience Chris
Hill brings to this effort. He was one of
the principal players in helping to re-
solve the civil wars in the Balkans.
Many of us remember how difficult
and, frankly, gridlocked that par-
ticular situation 1looked. He has
worked on multiparty international
negotiations. He has dealt with hostile
regimes in the six-party talks on North
Korea’s nuclear program. Several times
he has conducted his diplomatic efforts
alongside a sizable military presence.

His next assignment will require him
to bring every single one of these expe-
riences to the table. He will have to do
it working against the clock as we fi-
nally bring our troops home from Iraq.
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