7
E984

HAMAS’S BLOODY HANDS
(By Richard Cohen)

Some residents of Gaza were taken from
their homes and shot in the legs or feet.
Some were brutally beaten, and some were
simply murdered, sometimes after hideous
torture. If you are expecting—based on ev-
erything that has happened—tha the awful
Israelis did this, guess again. It was Hamas,
the authentic and genuine government of
Gaza. Well, no one’s perfect.

The information about the shootings is
taken from a report issued yesterday by
Human Rights Watch and available on its
Web site. It says that ‘‘Hamas security
forces or masked gunmen believed to be with
Hamas” executed 18 people, most of whom
were accused of collaborating with Israel,
sparing the expense and bother of a trial.
Others were shot, maimed or beaten, not for
allegedly collaborating with the enemy—or,
as is often the case, having a house or
woman that a snitch covets—but for belong-
ing to the opposition political party, Fatah.

Many of these murders and assaults took
place during Israel’s recent pummeling of
Gaza. Yet, as Human Rights Watch goes to
some pains to document, at no time did
Hamas’s security forces lose control of Gaza,
so the murders and maimings were not a
consequence of chaos but of government pol-
icy. Whatever the case, the murders, shoot-
ings and beatings continued even after the
hostilities ended. Since then, at least 14
more people have been executed
extrajudicially, which is to say murdered.
Some were also tortured.

You can only imagine what would happen
if Israel dealt with its internal political en-
emies or dissenters in such a fashion. Last
month, for instance, Israel got a heap of crit-
icism and abuse when it was reported in the
Israeli media that some Gaza civilian had
been unjustifiably shot by Israeli soldiers.
The report was widely cited, not just for its
shocking allegations but also because it was
supposedly indicative of the sort of place
Israel has become. The government said the
allegations were based on hearsay. We shall
see.

No doubt the Human Rights Watch report
will be ignored or dismissed in the greater
cause of demonizing Israel. This has been the
trend of late. No doubt, too, some will excuse
Humas’s criminality as the inevitable result
of Israeli actions—the Officer Krupke School
of Behavior made famous by the singing
gang members of “West Side Story.” But as
much as some would like to criticize Israel—
and I have done so myself—they still have a
minimal obligation to acknowledge the dif-
ference in core values between Israel and its
enemies.

This does not mean that Israel is above
criticism. After all, it has made life unbear-
able for some Palestinians, supported illegal
settlements in the West Bank, been too
harsh in squeezing Gaza, and, maybe most
important, it ought to get out of the West
Bank—for reasons of justice and for its own
sake. Still, it remains unimaginable that
Israel would murder its domestic critics or
silence dissent  with the occasional
kneecapping. These are the tactics of thugs.

Read the Hamas charter. It is not some up-
lifting cry of a downtrodden people seeking
its freedom but a repellent anti-Semitic
screed. It sees the Jews behind every major
world event since the storming of the Bas-
tille: ‘“They were behind the French revolu-
tion, the communist revolution and most of
the revolutions we heard and hear about,
here and there. With their money they
formed secret societies, such as Freemasons,
Rotary Clubs, the Lions . . . for the purpose
of sabotaging societies and achieving Zionist
interests.”” The Rotary? The Lions? Why not
Welcome Wagon?
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When Israelis talk of the practical difficul-
ties of pulling out of the West Bank, they
mean the likelihood that Hamas will oust
Fatah and launch rockets into Israel. They
are both concerned and appalled by a Hamas
charter that, in part, reads like it could have
been written by Hitler. Withdrawal is nec-
essary and right, but it cannot be done na-
ively and without the participation of the
United States. It’s going to take American
peace-keepers. It is that simple. No Israeli
can trust Hamas to keep the peace.

Human Rights Watch is to be commended.
It does not have one standard for Israel and
another for Hamas, Hezbollah or the other
despotic regimes of the Arab world. That is
more than can be said, though, for critics
who vilify Israel, romanticize Hamas and
clearly have never had the inexpressible
pleasure of living in a place where a chance
remark can get your legs riddled with lead.
Say what you will, but that place could
never be Israel.

—————

IN RECOGNIZING OF THE ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ASSASSINA-
TION OF MALCOLM X

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 27, 2009

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Madam Speaker, |
wish to take a moment to recognize that Feb-
ruary 21, 2009, as the 44th anniversary of the
assassination of EL-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz,
better known as Malcolm X. | find it only fitting
that we take this time to reflect and celebrate
the life of this courageous advocate for the
civil rights of African Americans.

Born Malcolm Little in Omaha, Nebraska, on
May 19, 1925, the early portion of young
Malcolm’s life was filled turmoil and change.
By the age of 13, his father had passed away
and his mother had been committed to a men-
tal hospital. He spent a great portion of his
formative years in foster homes. He then be-
came involved in the criminal underworld in
both Boston and New York. Little was arrested
and sentenced to eight to ten years in prison.
It was during his incarceration that Little be-
come a member of the Nation of Islam, chang-
ing his name to Malcolm X. Following his pa-
role, he quickly became the Nation’s chief
spokesman and served as its public face for
almost 12 years. After his departure from the
Nation of Islam, Malcolm X went on to found
Muslim Mosque, Inc. and continued cham-
pioning the cause of Black America. Trag-
ically, the life of Malcolm X was cut short by
gunfire on February 21, 1965 in Manhattan’s
Audubon Ballroom. The most poignant de-
scription of Malcolm was during his eulogy by
Actor Ossie Davis who called him, “our shin-
ing black prince”.

Malcolm X once said, “The future belongs
to those who prepare for it today”. We must
heed these words and be evermore dutiful in
our commitment to ensure that our children
and their children are able to enjoy those
three noble principals of life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness. Malcolm X remains an
inspiration to millions of people around the
world, inspiring others to build on his vision of
a nation that recognizes the strengths of all
peoples.
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HONORING A.M.E. PRESIDING
ELDER JOSEPH D. PATTERSON
ON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. CHAKA FATTAH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 27, 2009

Mr. FATTAH. Madam Speaker, one of Phila-
delphia’s most distinguished and influential
clergymen, Presiding Elder Joseph D. Patter-
son, Sr. of the African Methodist Episcopal
Church, will be honored and feted on May 2,
2009, as he moves from decades of service to
his God, his church and the people of Phila-
delphia into well-deserved retirement.

Presiding Elder Patterson has served the
A.M.E. in its “itinerant ministry” for 45 years,
pastoring and overseeing churches in Phila-
delphia, the western Main Line, southern New
Jersey and Atlantic City.

Presiding Elder Patterson is perhaps best
known for his 22 years as Pastor of Hickman
Temple A.M.E. Church, where he directed an
era of significant growth at Hickman as both a
spiritual home and community resource for
Southwest Philadelphia. His impact on the
community is still felt to this day. He facilitated
the building of the Samuel J. Patterson Mercy
Wellness Center at 50th Street and Baltimore
Avenue, which bears his fathers name. He
was founder and president of the Baltimore
Avenue Redevelopment Corporation and past
chairman of the $41 million West Philadelphia
Empowerment Zone. He was a member of the
Council of Trustees at Cheyney University,
serving the school he had attended as both an
undergraduate and graduate student.

Presiding Elder Patterson has demonstrated
strong leadership both within his own A.M.E.
denomination and in the broader community of
faith. He served as President of the Black
Clergy of Philadelphia and Vicinity from 1995—
1997, and in numerous other capacities. He is
past president of the A.M.E. Preachers Meet-
ing. Since his appointment as Presiding Elder
in 2001, he has served two years as Elder of
the Philadelphia District and almost six years
as Elder of the West/Mainline District—the
post from which he is retiring.

And all along he has been blessed by the
love and support of his wife Joyce, mother
Ida, and children Joseph D. Jr., Jewell D. and
Jocelyn D. Patterson.

Presiding Elder Joseph D. Patterson Sr. will
be honored with a special Retirement Service,
May 2, 2009, at Mount Pisgah A.M.E. Church,
428 N. 41st Street, Philadelphia, with A.M.E.
Presiding Bishop Richard F. Norris of the First
District as Guest Preacher. | invite my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives to
join me in saluting the career of this great man
of God and preacher of the Gospel, and to
wish him Godspeed upon his retirement.

————————

RECOGNIZING THE AMERICAN
CANCER SOCIETY’'S RELAY FOR
LIFE

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, April 27, 2009
Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, | rise

today to commend the American Cancer Soci-
ety’s Relay for Life that will occur on Saturday,
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April 25th at Marcos de Niza High School in
Tempe.

The Relay for Life fundraiser is taking place
all over the country, bringing over three million
Americans together in the battle against can-
cer. This event not only raises money for can-
cer research, but it connects cancer survivors
with those who have lost a loved one to the
disease with those who want to show their
support for the cause. This extensive network
is an extremely valuable resource to those
whose lives have been affected by cancer.

One in every three people will be diagnosed
with cancer in their lifetime. The American
Cancer Society is the largest source of non-
profit cancer research funding in the United
States, and thanks to their efforts, cancer sur-
vival rates have consistently increased over
the last 15 years. Fundraisers like Relay for
Life allow the ACS to continue to contribute to
this significant and often life-changing re-
search.

| want to congratulate the Relay for Life on
its 25th year as the American Cancer Soci-
ety’s signature fundraiser, and express my
continued support for cancer research initia-
tives. | am proud that my home town of
Tempe has the opportunity to host this event.

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing the American Cancer Society’s Relay
for Life, and those participating in the fight
against cancer.

——————

HONORING THE LUNAR ORBITER
IMAGE RECOVERY PROJECT

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 27, 2009

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise to commend the Lunar Orbiter
Image Recovery Project and all those who
have contributed their time and effort to en-
sure that historic images and vital data from
the Lunar Orbiter missions of the 1960s are
not lost to future generations.

In 1965, Charles Byrne, an engineer with
Bellcomm, Inc., had the foresight to propose
that NASA record data from the Lunar Orbiter
missions onto tape recorders. NASA agreed
and the images returned from the Lunar Orbit-
ers were backed up on AMPEX FR-900 tape
drives. To date, these images are some of
highest resolution images we have of the
Moon. Those images include a high-resolution
version of “Earthrise,” the first picture of the
Earth from the Moon’s vantage point. Time
Magazine has called this image “the photo of
the century.” The tapes also contain the first
stereo imagery of the Moon’s surface. Indeed,
these are some of the best images of the
Moon ever taken, far superior from those re-
ceived from the Hubble telescope.

Astonishingly, all of the images stored on
the 1,500 14-inch diameter tape reels were
nearly destroyed. With its focus turned to the
Apollo mission, NASA saw little further use for
the tapes. Fortunately, Nancy Evans, co-
founder of NASA Planetary Data Systems,
convinced her superiors at the Jet Propulsion
Laboratory to retain the tapes. Evans also
salvaged three refrigerator-sized FR-900 tape
drives, which she stored in her own garage for
two decades. Evans and Mark Nelson, of
Caltech, managed to get a few tape drives
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running but their project ultimately folded.
NASA turned down her requests for assist-
ance after placing an estimate of $6 million on
the cost to restore the data.

Fortunately, Evans’ efforts caught the atten-
tion of Dennis Wingo and Keith Cowing, both
of whom have been focused on space explo-
ration for many years. They arranged to move
the tapes and drives to NASA’'s Ames Re-
search Center in Mountain View, California.
Ames’ director, Peter Worden, arranged for
them to store the equipment in an old aban-
doned McDonalds, which they jokingly referred
to as “McMoon’s.” Wingo and Cowing began
working with Ken Zin, an army veteran, to get
the drives up and running. NASA contributed
$100,000 to the efforts. Cowing invested his
own money in the project and the team en-
listed the support of local students to recover
the images.

There is still a long way to go to complete
this project but the public’s interest in it is
more than just a matter of historical record.
The images have the potential to push
NASA’s climate data back a full decade. And
just as the Lunar Orbiter images provided data
crucial to safely landing our first astronauts on
the moon, those same images will assist the
current efforts of the Lunar Reconnaissance
Orbiter mission by providing a baseline for un-
derstanding the changes to the Moon between
the 1960s and present day.

As with the Lunar Orbiter's images them-
selves, the efforts of those who have devoted
themselves to this project should not go unno-
ticed or unrecorded. Although space explo-
ration is a vast, complicated enterprise, it ulti-
mately relies on individuals who have the vi-
sion and imagination to move us forward. The
Lunar Orbiter Image Recovery Project is an
example of that kind of vision and imagination,
and those who have contributed to the Project
and to preceding efforts surely deserve our
gratitude.

————

REMEMBERING THE 10TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE CHINESE COM-
MUNIST PARTY'’S (CCP) PERSE-
CUTION OF THE FALUN GONG

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 27, 2009

Mr. McCOTTER. Madam Speaker, sadly,
2009 marks the tenth year of the Chinese
Communist Party’s (CCP) persecution of the
Falun Gong. After a 10,000 person silent,
peaceful protest in front of CCP offices in Bei-
jing, then-General Secretary Jiang Zemin des-
ignated the Falun Gong an “evil cult” and in
July 1999, began a brutal crackdown on Falun
Gong practitioners. Since then, communist
Chinese authorities have imprisoned roughly
6,000 Falun Gong practitioners and brutally
killed more than 3,000. Following death, com-
munist Chinese authorities have routinely har-
vested organs from executed Falun Gong pris-
oners.

Recently, on February 1, 2009, communist
Chinese authorities arrested 61-year-old Zhu
Lijin from Tianjin for distributing leaflets about
the Falun Gong. On February 16, 2009, Ms.
Lijin’s family was notified she was sentenced
to one year and three months imprisonment in
Bangiao Women’s ‘“Re-education Through
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Labor” camp. While the imprisonment of a 61-
year-old woman demonstrates the communist
Chinese regime’s paranoia, her arrest remains
a grave injustice and Ms. Lijin must be imme-
diately set free.

——————

RECOGNIZING VOLUNTEERS OF
FAIRFAX COURT APPOINTED
SPECIAL ADVOCATES

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 27, 2009

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize Fairfax Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates (CASA) and the
contributions that its volunteers make to our
community. Fairfax CASA serves as an advo-
cate for best interest of every abused and ne-
glected child referred by the county juvenile
system. CASA volunteers perform critical serv-
ices to ensure the very best care and home
environment for each child. Each year Fairfax
CASA honors the most outstanding volunteers
for their noble devotion.

Fairfax CASA presented its May Cook
“Heart of Gold” Award to John Nelson. Mr.
Nelson personifies the truly dedicated CASA
volunteer. Over the past six years, he has ad-
vocated tirelessly on behalf of 19 children,
fully committing his efforts to each child until
a safe and permanent home is secured. John
digs deep below the surface for information;
he often interviews every single person inter-
facing with a child in order to gain a complete
picture of what is going on in the child’s world.
For this dedication, Fairfax CASA acknowl-
edged his efforts with its highest volunteer
honor.

Eight individuals are recognized by Fairfax
CASA for their outstanding volunteer commit-
ment based on a variety of quantitative meas-

urements. Those individuals receiving the
Special Achievement Award are: Connie
Jaiswal, Pam Jones, Mark Knopf, Marie

Mader, Frank Murphy, Shirley Readyhough,
Bob Steward, and Lisa Walsh.

A number of volunteers with Fairfax CASA
are recognized for achieving significant mile-
stones of longevity with the program. The fol-
lowing volunteers were recognized for five
years of service: Glenn MacKinnon, Barbara
McLaughlin, Terry Nelson, Todd Skipper, and
Phyllis Surrett; for ten years of service: Nancy
Hall; and, for fifteen years of service: Sandy
Summers.

The outstanding efforts of the above-men-
tioned individuals merit special recognition but
one must acknowledge the impact of all 165
volunteers who contributed their time to pro-
tect and support children through Fairfax
CASA in 2008. These volunteers served 484
abused and neglected children including 214
newly referred by the Court. In serving these
individuals, volunteers contributed more than
19,000 hours on their court assigned cases in-
cluding completing 3,004 face-to-face visits
and submitting 207 comprehensive and objec-
tive reports to the courts.

Madam Speaker, | ask my esteemed col-
leagues to join me in expressing our gratitude
for the efforts of these volunteers and their
colleagues at Fairfax Court Appointed Special
Advocates. The selfless commitment of these
individuals provides enumerable benefits to
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