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the Great Lakes Icebreaker Replace-
ment Act, will address future
icebreaking needs by providing a fully
capable, multimission icebreaker to
the Great Lakes. In addition to its role
as an icebreaker, the new vessel will be
equipped with capabilities to support
all of the Coast Guard’s many mis-
sions, which will greatly enhance the
service’s ability to carry out search
and rescue, fishery enforcement, and
maritime homeland security missions
throughout the year.

I hope this bill is only the beginning
of Congress’ efforts to enhance the
Coast Guard’s icebreaking capability.
As many Members know, the Coast
Guard’s seagoing polar icebreakers are
in dire need of rehabilitation or of out-
right replacement. I would hope that
we could address this issue through the
Coast Guard reauthorization bill later
this year.

Historically, polar regions have been
closed off to vessel traffic for a signifi-
cant amount of time. However, in re-
cent years, we have seen an increase in
the amount of open time and water and
a corresponding interest in the com-
mercial use of these waters. We have
extensive scientific, national security,
homeland security, and economic in-
terests in the Arctic; but we do not
have the vessels necessary to project a
continued maritime presence in these
regions. We must come up with a solu-
tion to address this gap to protect our
national interests as other Arctic na-
tions are racing forward to explore and
stake claim to resources in the polar
regions.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I
am very grateful to the gentleman
from Texas for his strong support and
for his thoughtful statement about the
Great Lakes icebreaker. I want to as-
sure the gentleman, Madam Speaker,
that we’ll be happy to assure that the
only ice you ever have to break in the
Texas ports will be at cocktail hour,
because you don’t want to have to deal
with the ice as we see it and as we ex-
perience it in the Great Lakes where 1
grew up and lived most of my life.
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But I know the needs for the Houston
ship channel, which I strongly sup-
ported. It’s going to need more dredg-
ing, more improvement, as the Panama
Canal, the second Panama Canal, is
completed in the next few years and
those 1,000-foot carriers carrying 12- to
13,000 containers make their way
through Panama and into the gulf
ports—all the ports in Texas and Lou-
isiana and Alabama are going to need a
channel deepening and port upgrades to
accommodate those vessels. And we’re
going to support that activity in our
committee. We're going to make sure
that the gulf region is competitive in
this ever-changing world of inter-
national commerce.

With regard to the polar icebreakers,
the Recovery Act stimulus funding has
provided for refurbishing and reintro-
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duction in service of one of the polar
icebreakers. I would advise the gen-
tleman, Madam Speaker, the Coast
Guard is doing an evaluation of the
costs and how the costs of the polar
icebreaker fleet can be contained. We
have received testimony in the 110th
Congress and information updated this
year that the cost per icebreaker might
run in the range of $1 billion. It seems
to me that the Coast Guard ought to be
able to contain that number and bring
it down to something much more man-
ageable.

Those original polar classes, the
Polar Wind, the Polar Star—I remem-
ber very well serving with Mr. YOUNG,
our former committee chairman on
Transportation and Infrastructure, and
we both served on the Merchant Marine
and Fisheries Committee in the seven-
ties when those vessels were commis-
sioned and then when they set out on
their first voyage. My recollection is it
was less than $100 million, and the cost
has escalated enormously; and we have
to be sure that the Coast Guard—and
they, too, want to be sure they can
contain those costs and assure a multi-
mission activity for those icebreakers.

Madam Speaker, I have no further
speakers.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Chairman, on behalf
of all Texans, I think your solution to
an icebreaker in Texas would be much
appreciated there. And I want to thank
you, too, for your Kkind and insightful
remarks about the needs of our ports in
the gulf coast, particularly the Port of
Houston and Port of Galveston and
Texas City.

As you alluded to, the ports there,
unfortunately, have a lot of silt coming
down from the rivers above. They fill
up from time to time, and we need to
keep them dredged out. And you have
eloquently made the point that when
the Panama Canal project is com-
pleted—widened and deepened—the
ships that are currently coming across
the Pacific Ocean and stop at our west
coast are just going to continue right
on through and come to our heartland.

So I look forward to working with
you to make sure that the gulf ports
are ready for that when it happens.

Mr. OBERSTAR. If the gentleman
will yield?

Mr. OLSON. Yes, I will.

Mr. OBERSTAR. It is not only the
silt from the rivers but the hurricanes
that have devastated and in the last 5
years have brought enormous amounts
of silt into those harbors. And we have
worked with the Corps of Engineers to
accelerate dredging. We had, actually,
funding for an accelerated dredging
program for the Corps of Engineers in
the Recovery Act, and those funds have
not yet been released by the Office of
Management and Budget, but I am very
hopeful that some of those funds,
Madam Speaker, will be directed to the
gulf coast ports to alleviate the ad-
verse effects of hurricane movement of
sand into the shipping channels.

I thank the gentleman for yielding.
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Mr. OLSON. I appreciate the gentle-
man’s comments on that as well.

I was down at the Port of Texas City
last month, and they brought a ship in
early this year, as you alluded to, after
the hurricane had come through. The
way it rolled in, a lot of the way the
storm was moving, it pushed the water,
it brought the silt back towards the
ocean, and they brought a ship in with
6 inches of clearance, a 5-, 600-foot boat
and that much clearance. And I appre-
ciate your commitment to work with
that.

I see no one on my side of the aisle.
I thank the chairman for his kind re-
marks.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for his remarks.
We look forward to moving the Water
Resources Development Act  bill
through the committee this year and
addressing in that legislation whatever
accelerated dredging needs may be be-
yond those we already have in the re-
covery program to address the immi-
nent issue facing us, and that is vastly
increased vessel capacity and size that
needs to move into those gulf ports.
And meanwhile, maybe the Coast
Guard can get started—if the other
body will move this bill—get started on
an icebreaker replacement.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
OBERSTAR) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1747.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 36 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 6:30 p.m.

————
O 1830
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BRIGHT) at 6 o’clock and
30 minutes p.m.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H. Res. 329, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 1746, by the yeas and nays;

H. Res. 335, de novo.
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Remaining postponed votes will be
taken later in the week.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE ANNIVERSARY
OF THE ACCIDENT OF SS SUL-
TANA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 329, as amended,
on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
SNYDER) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 329, as amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 393, nays 0,
not voting 39, as follows:

[Roll No. 207]

YEAS—393

Abercrombie Capuano Fattah
Ackerman Cardoza Filner
Aderholt Carnahan Flake
Adler (NJ) Carson (IN) Fleming
Akin Carter Forbes
Alexander Cassidy Foster
Altmire Castle Foxx
Andrews Castor (FL) Frank (MA)
Arcuri Chaffetz Franks (AZ)
Austria Chandler Frelinghuysen
Baca Childers Fudge
Bachmann Clay Gallegly
Bachus Cleaver Gerlach
Baird Clyburn Giffords
Baldwin Coble Gingrey (GA)
Barrow Coffman (CO) Gohmert
Bartlett Cohen Gonzalez
Barton (TX) Cole Goodlatte
Bean Conaway Gordon (TN)
Becerra Connolly (VA) Granger
Berkley Cooper Graves
Berman Costa Grayson
Berry Courtney Green, Al
Biggert Crenshaw Green, Gene
Bilbray Crowley Griffith
Bilirakis Cuellar Guthrie
Bishop (GA) Culberson Hall (NY)
Bishop (NY) Cummings Hall (TX)
Bishop (UT) Dahlkemper Halvorson
Blackburn Davis (AL) Hare
Blumenauer Davis (CA) Harman
Blunt Davis (IL) Harper
Boccieri Davis (KY) Hastings (FL)
Boehner Davis (TN) Hastings (WA)
Bonner Deal (GA) Heinrich
Bono Mack DeFazio Heller
Boozman DeGette Hensarling
Boren Delahunt Herger
Boswell DeLauro Herseth Sandlin
Boucher Dent Higgins
Boustany Diaz-Balart, L. Hill
Boyd Diaz-Balart, M. Himes
Brady (PA) Dicks Hinchey
Brady (TX) Dingell Hinojosa
Bright Doggett Hirono
Broun (GA) Donnelly (IN) Hodes
Brown (SC) Doyle Hoekstra
Brown-Waite, Driehaus Holden

Ginny Duncan Holt
Buchanan Edwards (MD) Honda
Burton (IN) Edwards (TX) Hoyer
Butterfield Ehlers Hunter
Buyer Ellison Inglis
Calvert Ellsworth Inslee
Camp Emerson Israel
Campbell Engel Issa
Cantor Eshoo Jenkins
Cao Etheridge Johnson (GA)
Capito Fallin Johnson, E. B.
Capps Farr Jones

Jordan (OH)
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick (MI)
Kind
King (IA)
Kirk
Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Kissell
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Kosmas
Kratovil
Kucinich
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Latta
Lee (CA)
Lee (NY)
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Linder
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Lummis
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack
Maffei
Maloney
Manzullo
Marchant
Markey (CO)
Markey (MA)
Marshall
Massa
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul
McClintock
McCollum
McCotter
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McHugh
McIntyre
McKeon
McMahon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Mica
Michaud

Barrett (SC)
Braley (IA)
Brown, Corrine
Burgess
Carney
Clarke
Conyers
Costello
Dreier
Fortenberry
Garrett (NJ)
Grijalva
Gutierrez
Jackson (IL)

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution, as amended, was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced

Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Minnick
Mitchell
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy, Patrick
Murphy, Tim
Murtha
Myrick
Nadler (NY)
Napolitano
Neugebauer
Nunes
Nye
Oberstar
Obey
Olson
Olver
Ortiz
Pascrell
Pastor (AZ)
Paul
Paulsen
Payne
Pence
Perlmutter
Perriello
Peters
Peterson
Petri
Pingree (ME)
Pitts
Platts
Poe (TX)
Polis (CO)
Pomeroy
Posey
Price (GA)
Price (NC)
Putnam
Quigley
Radanovich
Rahall
Rangel
Rehberg
Reichert
Richardson
Rodriguez
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothman (NJ)
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Salazar
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
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Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schauer
Schiff
Schmidt
Schock
Schrader
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sestak
Shadegg
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Souder
Space
Speier
Spratt
Stearns
Stupak
Sullivan
Sutton
Tanner
Tauscher
Taylor
Teague
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Tierney
Titus
Tonko
Towns
Tsongas
Turner
Upton
Van Hollen
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walden
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson
Watt
Welch
Westmoreland
Wexler
Whitfield
Wilson (OH)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Wolf
Woolsey
Yarmuth
Young (AK)

NOT VOTING—39

Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, Sam
Kilroy
King (NY)
Kingston
Larsen (WA)
Lipinski
Mollohan
Moran (VA)
Neal (MA)
Pallone
Reyes

O 1900

as above recorded.

Rohrabacher
Shuler

Sires

Stark

Terry
Thompson (PA)
Tiberi

Wamp
Waxman
Weiner

Wu

Young (FL)

H4751

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

PRE-DISASTER MITIGATION ACT
OF 2009

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 1746, on which the yeas and
nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
OBERSTAR) that the House suspend the

rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1746.
This is a 5-minute vote.
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 339, nays 56,

not voting 37, as follows:

[Roll No. 208]

YEAS—339
Abercrombie Crowley Hirono
Ackerman Cuellar Hodes
Aderholt Cummings Hoekstra
Adler (NJ) Dahlkemper Holden
Alexander Davis (AL) Holt
Altmire Davis (CA) Honda
Andrews Davis (IL) Hoyer
Arcuri Davis (KY) Hunter
Austria Dayvis (TN) Inslee
Baca DeFazio Israel
Bachus DeGette Jenkins
Baird Delahunt Johnson, E. B.
Baldwin DeLauro Jones
Barrow Dent Kagen
Bean Diaz-Balart, L. Kanjorski
Becerra Diaz-Balart, M. Kaptur
Berkley Dicks Kennedy
Berman Dingell Kildee
Berry Doggett Kilpatrick (MI)
Biggert Donnelly (IN) Kind
Bilbray Doyle King (IA)
Bilirakis Driehaus

Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NY)

Edwards (MD)
Edwards (TX)

Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Kissell
Klein (FL)

Blumenauer Ehlers
Blunt Ellison Ilégsmas'

A atovil
Boccieri Ellsworth Kucinich
Bonner Emerson Lance
Bono Mack Engel Langevin
Boozman Eshoo Larson (CT)
Boren Etheridge Latham
Boswell Fallin LaTourette
Boucher Farr Latta
Boustany Fattah Lee (CA)
Boyd Filner Lee (NY)
Brady (PA) Fleming .

Brady (TX) Forbes Lev1p
Braley (IA) Foster Lewis (CA)
Bright Frank (MA) Lewis (GA)
Brown (SC) Frelinghuysen LoBiondo
Brown-Waite, Fudge Loebsack
Ginny Gallegly Lofgren, Zoe
Buchanan Gerlach Lowey
Butterfield Giffords Lucas
Calvert Gohmert Luetkemeyer
Camp Gonzalez Lujan )
Cao Gordon (TN) Lungren, Daniel
Capito Granger B.
Capps Graves Lynch
Capuano Grayson Mack
Cardoza Green, Al Maffei
Carnahan Green, Gene Maloney
Carson (IN) Griffith Markey (CO)
Cassidy Guthrie Markey (MA)
Castle Hall (NY) Marshall
Castor (FL) Hall (TX) Massa
Chandler Halvorson Matheson
Childers Hare Matsui
Clay Harman McCarthy (CA)
Cleaver Hastings (FL) McCarthy (NY)
Clyburn Heinrich McCaul
Cohen Heller McCollum
Cole Herger McCotter
Connolly (VA) Herseth Sandlin ~ McDermott
Conyers Higgins McGovern
Cooper Hill McHugh
Costa Himes McIntyre
Courtney Hinchey McKeon
Crenshaw Hinojosa McMahon
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