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She has already lost 10 pounds. Her fa-
ther said she looked very weak and
said she intends to continue the hunger
strike until she dies or is released from
jail. The only nourishment she is tak-
ing is water with some sugar.

The entire world has protested this
arrest and conviction and sentencing,
which is a miscarriage of justice. As I
said, she was held for 10 days without
an ability to communicate with any-
one. It took a month before the coun-
try of Iran admitted they were holding
her. It was more than 5 weeks before
she was allowed to see a lawyer.

The charges kept changing. First, the
Iranian Government said the charge
was that she purchased a bottle of
wine, and the person who sold it to her
told the Iranian Government, and
therefore she was arrested. That was
what she was told she was put in prison
for. She had bought a bottle of wine.

Then she was accused of working as a
journalist without a valid press license.
That was the second accusation.

Then, weeks later, she was accused of
being a spy. The court has not released
any evidence against her. They held a
Ye-day trial—behind closed doors. There
was no release of any evidence against
her. According to her attorney, she was
not allowed to speak in her own de-
fense.

To us that is a completely foreign no-
tion of what justice should be. Appar-
ently, at least in some circles in Iran,
they consider that some kind of per-
verted justice.

Let me say there is at least some
hopeful signs. President Ahmadinejad
sent a letter to Iran’s prosecutor say-
ing Roxana’s rights must not be vio-
lated and asking him to ensure that
she is allowed to offer a full defense on
the appeal. Her attorney, as I under-
stand it, is now set to offer the appeal.
The Ayatollah Shahroudi, who is the
head of Iran’s judiciary, has requested
a quick and fair appeal of Roxana’s
case. That also gives some of us hope.

Perhaps some of Iran’s leaders under-
stand that what is also on trial is the
credibility of those who govern Iran.

This has been very difficult for our
country because we do not have an em-
bassy or ambassador in Iran. We must
communicate through the Swiss Em-
bassy, which is the protecting power
for American citizens in Iran. So it is
very hard for us to know what is going
on there.

I want to say, again, this young
woman is not a spy. It is preposterous
for her to be charged with espionage. It
is an unbelievable miscarriage of jus-
tice for her to be sitting in a 10-by-10
prison cell. Yet on her birthday she sat
in that cell in Evin Prison in Tehran
facing an 8-year sentence in a cir-
cumstance in which she was not even
allowed to defend herself. The basic te-
nets of justice have somehow been de-
nied to this young woman.

What I believe Iran should do is re-
lease her from prison and allow her to
leave the country and return home
with her parents to the U.S. I hope the
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Iranian Government is listening—not
just to us, not just to me, but to vir-
tually everyone in the world who cares
about fairness and justice and human
rights. All of them have weighed in on
Roxana’s behalf saying: How on Earth
can you do this? How do you justify
this?

Iran leaders understand the spotlight
of the world is on their country and on
those who decided to arrest this young
woman, a young woman so proud of her
heritage that she was there wanting to
write a book about her heritage. I hope
they understand the injustice of what
they have done and what the rest of the
world sees of that injustice and what it
means to Iran in the eyes of the rest of
the world.

If they do, if they understand that,
most surely they will decide to release
her from prison, exonerate her, and
allow her to go home. I hope they do
that soon. They face great risks with
the health of this young woman who is
now on a hunger strike. President
Ahmadinejad and the people who run
the judicial system of Iran should pay
close attention and do the right thing.

I have spoken to the Permanent Ira-
nian Representative to the United Na-
tions on numerous occasions about this
case, and I intend to keep pushing. I
hope today perhaps the Iranians will
understand the unfairness of what they
have done and finally, at long last,
make it right.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
HAGAN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

(The remarks of Mr. MERKLEY relat-
ing to the introduction of S. 901 are
printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”)

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, what
is the parliamentary situation?

———
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.
———
FRAUD ENFORCEMENT AND
RECOVERY ACT OF 2009

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
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sume consideration of S. 386, which the
clerk will report by title.
The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 386) to improve enforcement of
mortgage fraud, securities fraud, financial
institution fraud, and other frauds related to
federal assistance and relief programs, for
the recovery of funds lost to these frauds,
and for other purposes.

Pending:

Reid amendment No. 984, to increase fund-
ing for certain HUD programs to assist indi-
viduals to better withstand the current
mortgage crisis.

Inhofe amendment No. 996 (to amendment
No. 984), to amend title 4, United States
Code, to declare English as the national lan-
guage of the Government of the United
States.

Vitter amendment No. 991, to authorize
and remove impediments to the repayment
of funds received under the Troubled Asset
Relief Program.

Boxer modified amendment No. 1000, to au-
thorize monies for the Special Inspector Gen-
eral for the Troubled Asset Relief Program
to audit and investigate recipients of non-
recourse Federal loans under the Public Pri-
vate Investment Program and the Term
Asset Loan Facility.

Coburn amendment No. 982, to authorize
the use of TARP funds to cover the costs of
the bill.

Thune amendment No. 1002, to require the
Secretary of the Treasury to use any
amounts repaid by a financial institution
that is a recipient of assistance under the
Troubled Assets Relief Program for debt re-
duction.

DeMint amendment No. 994, to prohibit the
use of Troubled Asset Relief Program funds
for the purchase of common stock.

Coburn amendment No. 983, to require the
Inspector General of the Federal Housing Fi-
nance Agency to investigate and report on
the activities of Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac that may have contributed to the cur-
rent mortgage crisis.

Kohl amendment No. 990, to protect older
Americans from misleading and fraudulent
marketing practices, with the goal of in-
creasing retirement security.

Ensign amendment No. 1004, to impose cer-
tain requirements on public-private invest-
ment fund programs.

Ensign amendment No. 1003 (to amendment
No. 1000), to impose certain requirements on
public-private investment fund programs.

Hatch amendment No. 1007, to prohibit the
Department of Labor from expending Fed-
eral funds to withdraw a rule pertaining to
the filing by labor organizations of an an-
nual financial report required by the Labor-
Management Reporting and Disclosure Act
of 1959.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I
thank the distinguished Presiding Offi-
cer.

The bill, S. 386, is the bipartisan
Fraud Enforcement and Recovery Act
of 2009, the Leahy-Grassley bill. When I
mention my name and Senator GRASS-
LEY’S name, we are only two of a large
number of people on this bill. We have
Senators KAUFMAN, KLOBUCHAR, SCHU-
MER, MURRAY, BAYH, SPECTER, SNOWE,
HARKIN, LEVIN, DORGAN, WHITEHOUSE,
ROCKEFELLER, SHAHEEN, STABENOW,
SANDERS, BENNET of Colorado, DURBIN,
MIKULSKI, GILLIBRAND, BEGICH, BURRIS,
DopD, MENENDEZ, CARDIN, REID, and
PRYOR as co-sponsors.
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