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Rev. Wright understood and dem-
onstrated that life is not defined by ev-
eryday circumstances, nor is it about
one’s accomplishments. He defined life
by his love for people. Rev. Wright’s
life was embodied in the example of the
way he treated people and by the sac-
rifices he made for his family, for his
church and for the Brooklyn commu-
nity. It was not uncommon to find him
giving tirelessly for a charitable cause,
lending an ear to someone in despair or
even extending personal resources to
help anyone who needed him. He
reached out to those society had
thrown away. The reverend thought
that adversity kept you humble and
that sacrifice was a way to dem-
onstrate faith in God’s promise.

Many the world over will remember
the surmountable feats Rev. Wright ac-
complished as a renowned musician.
Having released more than a dozen gos-
pel albums over the span of his 40-year
career, Rev. Wright’s songs of praise
and worship were a blessing to all who
had an opportunity to hear and to ex-
perience the testimonies he shared
through his music. From his 1984 song
“Testify” to his Grammy-nominated
album ‘“‘Come Thou Almighty King,”
Rev. Wright’s music touched millions
all around the world. His final one was
“Jesus, Jesus.” That was a tremendous
record, and of course, many people
were able to purchase it and to know
him in terms of what he was all about.

Born and raised in Brooklyn’s Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant neighborhood, the
passing of Rev. Wright is a great loss
to Brooklynites, to New Yorkers and
to, in fact, the world over because of
his humanitarian spirit and, of course,
his dedicated life in terms of how he
felt and served people. He was an im-
portant voice and tireless advocate,
concerned about the everyday issues
that strangled his fellow neighbors. He
hoped for the things his community
hoped for, and he cared about the
things that his parishioners cared
about—family, friends and community.

The immeasurable contributions and
countless investments that Rev.
Wright made in the lives of people will
far outlive his time on this Earth. Now
absent in life, he will remain forever
with us as his music, message and his
legacy live on.

Let me just conclude by saying,
‘“Sleep on, Rev. Wright. Sleep on. You
truly made a difference, and I'm happy
to have had an opportunity to know
you and to live during your lifetime.”

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. ROYBAL-
ALLARD) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD addressed
the House. Her remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCHENRY) is recognized for 5 minutes.
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(Mr. MCHENRY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

THE PASSAGE OF THE LOCAL LAW
ENFORCEMENT HATE CRIMES
PREVENTION ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam
Speaker, with all of the challenges that
we have in our country, the wonderful
reality is that we still hold these
truths to be self-evident that all men
are created equal and that they are all
equal because they are all God’s chil-
dren.

In fact, Madam Speaker, the essence
of America is that all people should be
treated with the same respect and
should be protected completely equally
under the law. To break up people into
different categories and say that one
group is more worthy of protection
than another and then to grant special
protection to some groups and not to
others, it fundamentally diminishes
the protection of all of the other re-
maining groups.

Madam Speaker, a short time ago,
this body voted to pass H.R. 1913, the
Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes
Prevention Act of 2009, and I believe
that it did just that. Regardless of
whether a person is white, black,
handicapped, healthy, sick, old, young,
homosexual, heterosexual, rich, poor, a
janitor, a Senator, a veteran, a police
officer, a senior, or whatever the case
is, he deserves equal protection under
the law. That is the foundational
premise of this Nation. The legislation
that we voted on today moves us all di-
rectly away from that basic foundation
in a profound and dangerous way.

This legislation would prosecute indi-
viduals not on the bases of their crimes
but on their alleged motivations for
committing those crimes. It requires
law enforcement officials and prosecu-
tors to gather evidence of the offend-
er’s thoughts rather than of his actions
and his criminal intent. This should
strike us all as inherently dangerous.

The First Amendment of our Con-
stitution was crafted because our
Founding Fathers recognized that the
freedom of thought and belief is the
cornerstone of every other freedom. It
is the foundation of liberty, itself, be-
cause, without it, every other freedom,
including the freedom of speech, be-
comes meaningless.

Madam Speaker, there is another in-
sidious aspect of this legislation which,
I believe, would have the most tolerant
Americans up in arms if they were
truly aware of it, which is, not only
does this legislation require law en-
forcement to investigate an individ-
ual’s motivations—those are the
thoughts and beliefs that seemingly
motivate him or her to commit a
crime—but it would expand the scope
of the prosecution to include individ-
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uals or members of organizations or re-
ligious groups whose ideas or words
may have influenced a person’s
thoughts or motivations when he com-
mitted a crime.

Under such a bill, individuals who
may not have even been aware of the
crimes could receive the same or simi-
lar penalties as the criminal, himself,
receives. It would only take some arbi-
trary prosecutor to construe that an
individual had influenced the beliefs or
thoughts of a perpetrator of a crime
and, thereby, somehow caused hateful
or violent acts. This raises the very
real possibility that religious leaders
or members of religious groups could
be prosecuted criminally based on their
speech, association or other activities
that have been specifically protected
by the First Amendment of our Con-
stitution for the last 220 years.

Madam Speaker, this would have a
devastating and chilling effect on free
speech in America. Who could blame
pastors, educators or any other cul-
tural leaders if they chose to cease ex-
pressing their beliefs for fear of being
thrown in prison and charged with a
Federal crime? This is not rhetorical
speculation. It has already happened in
the case of the Philadelphia 11 and in
other cases. In the Philadelphia 11, 11
individuals were jailed, and they faced
$90,000 in fines and 47 years in prison
for simply speaking the gospel openly
and publicly.

One unscrupulous government entity
plus this hate crimes legislation equals
the perfect combination for tearing
away from American citizens some of
the most basic constitutional rights in
our Nation’s history. Advocacy groups
and religious organizations will be
chilled from expressing their ideas out
of fear of criminal prosecution. In fact,
‘‘chilled” is probably a profound under-
statement. Many will be simply terri-
fied or intimidated into complete si-
lence.

The fundamental purpose of this
body is to protect the lives and the
constitutional rights of the American
people regardless of who they are or
what they believe. Unfortunately, the
hate crimes legislation will do just the
opposite by granting unequal protec-
tions based on personal beliefs and
thoughts, and it will endanger the con-
stitutional liberties of millions of
Americans.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)
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