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oil and become the world leader in the 
new clean energy economy. 

Fiscal discipline is another critical 
pillar in this economic foundation. My 
Administration came into office facing 
a budget deficit of $1.3 trillion for this 
year alone, and the cost of confronting 
the recession and financial crisis has 
been high. While these are extraor-
dinary times that have demanded ex-
traordinary responses, it is impossible 
to put our Nation on a course for long- 
term growth without beginning to rein 
in unsustainable deficits and debt. We 
no longer can afford to tolerate invest-
ments in programs that are outdated, 
duplicative, ineffective, or wasteful. 

That is why the Budget I am sending 
to you includes a separate volume of 
terminations, reductions, and savings 
that my Administration has identified 
since we sent the budget overview to 
you 10 weeks ago. In it, we identify 
programs that do not accomplish the 
goals set for them, do not do so effi-
ciently, or do a job already done by an-
other initiative. Overall, we have tar-
geted more than 100 programs that 
should be ended or substantially 
changed, moves that will save nearly 
$17 billion next year alone. 

These efforts are just the next phase 
of a larger and longer effort needed to 
change how Washington does business 
and put our fiscal house in order. To 
that end, the Budget includes billions 
of dollars in savings from steps ranging 
from ending subsidies for big oil and 
gas companies, to eliminating entitle-
ments to banks and lenders making 
student loans. It provides an historic 
down payment on health care reform, 
the key to our long-term fiscal future, 
and was constructed without com-
monly used budget gimmicks that, for 
instance, hide the true costs of war and 
natural disasters. Even with these 
costs on the books, the Budget will cut 
the deficit in half by the end of my 
first term, and we will bring non-de-
fense discretionary spending to its low-
est level as a share of GDP since 1962. 

Finally, in order to keep America 
strong and secure, the Budget includes 
critical investments in rebuilding our 
military, securing our homeland, and 
expanding our diplomatic efforts be-
cause we need to use all elements of 
our power to provide for our national 
security. We are not only proposing 
significant funding for our national se-
curity, but also being careful with 
those investments by, for instance, re-
forming defense contracting so that we 
are using our defense dollars to their 
maximum effect. 

I have little doubt that there will be 
various interests—vocal and powerful— 
who will oppose different aspects of 
this Budget. Change is never easy. 
However, I believe that after an era of 
profound irresponsibility, Americans 
are ready to embrace the shared re-
sponsibilities we have to each other 
and to generations to come. They want 
to put old arguments and the divisions 
of the past behind us, put problem-solv-
ing ahead of point-scoring, and recon-

struct an economy that is built on a 
solid new foundation. If we do that, 
America once again will teem with new 
industry and commerce, hum with the 
energy of new discoveries and inven-
tions, and be a place where anyone 
with a good idea and the will to work 
can live their dreams. 

I am gratified and encouraged by the 
support I have received from the Con-
gress thus far, and I look forward to 
working with you in the weeks ahead 
as we put these plans into practice and 
make this vision of America a reality. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 7, 2009. 
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REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER 
13338 OF MAY 11, 2004, WITH RE-
SPECT TO THE BLOCKING OF 
PROPERTY OF CERTAIN PER-
SONS AND PROHIBITION OF EX-
PORTATION AND RE-EXPOR-
TATION OF CERTAIN GOODS TO 
SYRIA—PM 17 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency, unless, prior to the 
anniversary date of its declaration, the 
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a 
notice stating that the emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication the enclosed notice 
stating that the national emergency 
with respect to the actions of the Gov-
ernment of Syria declared in Executive 
Order 13338 of May 11, 2004, and relied 
upon for additional steps taken in Ex-
ecutive Order 13399 of April 25, 2006, and 
Executive Order 13460 of February 13, 
2008, is to continue in effect beyond 
May 11, 2009. 

The actions of the Government of 
Syria in supporting terrorism, pur-
suing weapons of mass destruction and 
missile programs, and undermining 
U.S. and international efforts with re-
spect to the stabilization and recon-
struction of Iraq pose a continuing un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the 
national security, foreign policy, and 
economy of the United States. For 
these reasons, I have determined that 
it is necessary to continue in effect the 
national emergency declared with re-
spect to this threat and to maintain in 
force the sanctions to address this na-
tional emergency. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 7, 2009. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 2:36 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. R. 1107. An act to enact certain laws re-
lating to public contracts as title 41, United 
States Code, ‘‘Public Contracts’’. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 80. A resolution authorizing 
the use of Emancipation Hall in the Capitol 
Visitor Center for an event to celebrate the 
birthday of King Kamehameha. 
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MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 1107. An act to enact certain laws re-
lating to public contracts as title 41, United 
States Code, ‘‘Public Contracts’’; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–1536. A communication from the Acting 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘‘Premarket Approval of Pediatric Uses 
of Devices—FY 2008’’; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–1537. A communication from the Acting 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a perform-
ance report relative to the Animal Drug User 
Fee Act for fiscal year 2008; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

EC–1538. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report relative to the Freight 
Intermodal Distribution Pilot Grant Pro-
gram; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–1539. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Education, transmitting the report 
of proposed legislation relative to limiting 
the application of the requirement to delay 
the effective date of certain student aid reg-
ulations; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–1540. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Legislative and Regulatory Depart-
ment, Pension Benefit Guaranty Corpora-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Benefits Payable in 
Terminated Single-Employer Plans; Interest 
Assumptions for Valuing and Paying Bene-
fits’’ (29 CFR Part 4022) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on May 1, 2009; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–1541. A communication from the Chief 
Privacy Officer, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting, pursuant to law, a 
report entitled ‘‘Privacy Office Second Quar-
ter Fiscal Year 2009 Report to Congress’’; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1542. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Legislative Affairs, Office of the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence, transmitting, 
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