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pretax income, which would be an even
higher percentage of their disposable
income.

These numbers are one more piece of
evidence showing that the time is now
for comprehensive health care reform.
We must reduce health care costs for
middle class families.

DEAD PEOPLE GET STIMULUS
CHECKS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in an
effort to give away taxpayer money,
the Social Security Administration is
even sending so-called ‘‘stimulus”
checks to dead people. An 83-year-old
man in Maryland said his mother, who
has been dead for over 40 years, re-
ceived one of the $250 stimulus checks.

Even though the 83-year-old son
didn’t receive one of the checks, I guess
because he’s still alive, I’'m sure he ap-
preciated the government thinking
about his mom by sending her a check
so close to Mother’s Day.

It does seem a bit odd that it takes
the government 40 years to figure out
somebody died. Anyway, the Social Se-
curity bureaucrats admit at least 10,000
other dead people received checks too.
That would be about $2.5 million in
money. I wonder how many other free
checks were sent to dead people that
the Social Security folks don’t even
know about.

Maybe since the bureaucrats are giv-
ing money to dead people, they should
go ahead and register them to vote as
well. Get the community group ACORN
involved. Apparently, ACORN has a
reputation for successfully registering
dead folks to vote. Then the dead peo-
ple can get free money and vote too.
What a deal.

And that’s just the way it is.

CLEAN ENERGY FOR AMERICA

(Mr. BRALEY of Iowa asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker,
America can become the world leader
in the new clean energy economy. But
to ensure our economic recovery is sus-
tainable for years to come, we intend
to pass comprehensive clean energy
legislation that will create millions of
new American jobs that can’t be
shipped overseas; reduce our depend-
ence on foreign oil; increase production
of cleaner, renewable energy sources;
crack down on heavy polluters who
have damaged our air and water qual-
ity; and give American entrepreneurs
and innovators the tools they need to
stay competitive in this global econ-
omy.

The Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee is currently considering draft
legislation called the American Clean
Energy and Security Act, or ACES.
The legislation will reform our coun-
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try’s energy policies by limiting the
amount of pollutants industries can
emit into the atmosphere and by in-
vesting in a clean energy economy that
will lead to new jobs, new businesses,
and less dependence on foreign oil. This
act will invest in American jobs that
can’t be shipped overseas. Whether it’s
the ingenuity and innovation to create
new technologies or the manufacturing
that builds windmills, we will create
millions of jobs here at home and make
America the world leader in the 21st-
century clean energy economy.

———

DAWN JOHNSEN

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, the Presi-
dent’s nominee to head the Justice De-
partment’s Office of Legal Counsel is
truly from the radical fringe, which is
why her confirmation is running into
so much trouble in the Senate.

That person is Dawn Johnsen, a
former attorney for one of the Nation’s
largest and most radical abortion
groups. Ms. Johnsen’s own quotes
speak for her radical views. She equat-
ed pregnancy to slavery. She said that
laws restricting a woman’s ‘‘abortion
choice are disturbingly suggestive of
involuntary servitude.” She’s likened
pregnant mothers to ‘‘no more than
fetal containers.” And she claims that
abortion is ‘‘a relief”’ rather than the
traumatic experience it truly is for
women.

Her appointment is a slap in the face
to fair-minded Americans. And now
Senator REID has indicated he does not
have the votes to bring her nomination
to the Senate floor. The President
should take a cue from the Senate and
withdraw this mistaken nomination, a
nomination that runs counter to the
values of the American people.

—————

POSTVILLE RAID ANNIVERSARY
AND COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRA-
TION REFORM

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, this week
marks the 1l-year anniversary of the
raid at the Agriprocessor plant in
Postville, Iowa.

On May 12, 2008, ICE agents arrested
nearly 400 immigrant workers, this de-
spite the horrific stories of worker
abuse at the plant. This is a clear ex-
ample of the misplaced priorities of the
Bush administration, who fast-tracked
criminal cases against undocumented
workers.

Last year I traveled to Postville and
witnessed firsthand the deflated spirit
of families who were torn apart from
their loved ones. These raids not only
affected the families of the detainees
but the whole community of Postville,
which to this day has not fully recov-
ered.
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This is an example of the ugly con-
sequences of enforcement-only ap-
proaches to immigration reform. We
need a real reform that reflects Amer-
ica’s needs. That’s comprehensive im-
migration reform.

I urge my colleagues in Congress to
learn from the past and work with CHC
and President Obama to pass com-
prehensive immigration reform.

—————

THE GLOBAL WARMING BILL

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, you can
be assured of a couple things: The glob-
al warming bill reportedly that will be
taken up next week in the Energy and
Commerce Committee will raise energy
costs and create massive job losses.

How do I know this? It happened in
southern Illinois in 1992, where we lost
14,000 coal miner jobs. The State of
Ohio lost 35,000 coal miner jobs.

Why in the world in this economy
would we make it more difficult to
compete in the international arena by
raising energy costs?

I hope my Democratic friends are
ready to answer that question.

————

THE NEW ENERGY ECONOMY

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, it’s
nice to see a Speaker from Colorado in
the chair.

I want to respond to my friend from
Illinois who just spoke about the loss
of thousands of jobs in the coal indus-
try.

The purpose of our bill is to move
forward into a new energy economy,
and there will be opportunities for
those in the coal industry, but we have
to find ways to capture the pollution
that is set off by the coal. And so there
are thousands of jobs in the technology
and research of how we can use a cheap
and plentiful resource like coal, but we
need to burn coal so it doesn’t continue
to pollute the atmosphere.

We also need to use renewable energy
wherever we can, and we need to be ef-
ficient in how we use our energy.

That’s the new energy economy, and
there will be thousands and thousands
of jobs in that economy. It’s good for
national security, it’s good for the cli-
mate, and it’s good for jobs. We must
do it now.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 28TH AN-
NUAL NATIONAL PEACE OFFI-
CERS’ MEMORIAL SERVICE

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, this
week marks the 28th Annual National
Peace Officers’ Memorial Service, a
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