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today, these people play an important
role not just in a communication and
entertainment medium, but in the lives
of Americans.

In much of the commercial radio
wasteland today, where content is cen-
tralized and digitized, while costs are
cut, local personalities, who played
such a profound role in virtually every
community, are more and more a dis-
tant memory.

In my hometown of Portland, Or-
egon, we are still blessed with a few
distinctive local voices. But sadly last
month, we lost one who can only be de-
scribed as an icon. For decades Les
Sarnoff was the most distinctive per-
sonality in what started as an idiosyn-
cratic, offbeat and obscure FM station.
He helped it grow into a major com-
mercial success and a Portland fixture.
The characteristics that made him
such a well respected professional and
beloved local figure helped him rise
above and survive the turmoil in the
industry, the often destructive
changes, to brighten the mornings of
tens of thousands of my neighbors
every day for the better part of three
decades.

Les was a dedicated and disciplined
professional, arising shortly after mid-
night every weekday to spend hours in
preparation before his morning shift.
He was a step ahead of legitimate
trends in music, but with a profound
respect for both music and artists that
was timeless. He had a rapport and a
chemistry with not only his audience,
but the outstanding people that were
part of his morning team over the
years. Despite a demanding schedule
and brutal hours, Les always made
time to be part of public events and
public affairs.

Now, media and people in politics
need for, professional and ethical rea-
sons, to maintain a certain distance.
That is far more important to a media
personality like Les, than for a politi-
cian like me. And observe that distance
he did, but always with a sense that I
was a friend, with a sense of interest
and awareness whenever 1 would visit
him in the station or more often do a
telephone interview from our Nation’s
Capitol or an occasional lunch or inter-
action at a civic event. But it was not
Les Sarnoff letting his guard down. It
was Les revealing that at core he liked,
understood and respected everyone. He
was curious, funny and caring. Even in
his passing, Les brought our commu-
nity together as thousands gathered
last Sunday to honor his memory in
Portland’s Pioneer Square, our City’s
front yard. By reflecting on his life, we
reflect on ours.

To his wife Rita, Les’ many friends
and colleagues, because of his love for
and work with you, we have all been
touched. We will never be the same
without Les, but also, we will never be
the same because of Les Sarnoff.
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WORLD HEPATITIS DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. TowNs) for 5 minutes.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, today,
May 19, marks the second annual World
Hepatitis Day, when the need for great-
er public awareness towards prevention
and treatment of this silent killer is
recognized internationally.

Hepatitis is a prime example of an
issue that must be addressed now, as
Congress and the administration work
together to create a sustainable health
care system for future generations.

Of those infected with viral hepatitis
C, more than three-quarters are un-
aware of their infection, making the
long-term consequences of HCV infec-
tion, including cirrhosis of the liver
and liver cancer, a greater, greater
danger.

A study about HCV released just yes-
terday by Milliman Incorporated, one
of the Nation’s most respected firms,
tells a troubling story. They are saying
that over the next 20 years, medical
costs for patients with HCV infections
are expected to increase from $30 bil-
lion in 2009 to over $85 billion in 2024.

Chronic viral hepatitis is a leading
cause of primary liver cancer, one of
the fastest growing cancers, which sig-
nificantly impacts 6 million Americans
and has a 5-year survival rate. The mi-
nority population will be dispropor-
tionately affected. Hepatitis C is twice
as common among African Americans
as among whites.

As a Member of the United States
House of Representatives, I will con-
tinue to support increased funding to-
wards public education, early detec-
tion, testing and counseling for pa-
tients. We cannot afford to be silent
about this disease any longer. We must
speak out and take action. That is
what we need to do to curtail this very,
very serious problem.

——————

THE DROUGHT CRISIS IN SAN
JOAQUIN VALLEY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. CosTA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to bring attention to a drought crisis
that is affecting California’s San Joa-
quin Valley. Three years of below-aver-
age rainfall have created tremendous
hardships in valley communities that
are the backbone of California’s agri-
culture economy. We have heard time
and time again about the deep, deep fi-
nancial impacts affecting all regions of
our country. But in places like Detroit
and in places like the San Joaquin Val-
ley, where you have 30 and 40 percent
unemployment, it is no longer a deep
recession, but it is a depression.

Farmers and farm workers in the San
Joaquin Valley grow over 350 different
crops, employing tens of thousands of
people and providing half the Nation’s
fruits and vegetables. It is number one
in the dairy industry and a host of
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other important agricultural commod-
ities that are not subsidized, that don’t
use subsidized water, that, in fact, are
critical to healthy diets for Americans
and provide a tremendous balance of
payments on our trade efforts abroad.

Sadly, though, three critical years of
drought shortage have had a dev-
astating effect on communities in the
San Joaquin Valley and in my district.
My district and Congressman
CARDOZA’s district are at ground zero
where we have communities that have
30 and 40 percent unemployment, com-
munities that have 10 and 12,000 people,
30,000 people, 50,000 people. When one-
third of the people in your community
don’t have jobs, it is a depression.

Today, clearly, our environmental
regulations are not working. We have
an inability to move water around
California.
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We know that, if this drought lasts a
fourth and fifth year, Katy, bar the
door.

These are food lines in communities
in my district. The irony is that these
are some of the hardest working people
you will ever meet. Normally, they
would be working in fields, working in
processing facilities, putting food on
America’s dinner plates. Sadly, they’re
in food lines. How horrific in America.
Many of my colleagues for the last 4
months, 5 months have been working
to try to bring attention to our State
representatives, to our Governor and,
here, to our President and to the new
administration in town because we
know, in California, like other parts of
the country, droughts and floods are
cyclical.

This photograph is an almond or-
chard that has been pulled out because
of a lack of water. So, to that degree,
Congressman CARDOZA and I, in Janu-
ary, began meeting with the new ad-
ministration, laying out a host of ad-
ministrative efforts that we thought,
with flexibility, could allow us to move
water around from parts of the State
that have water. We have met with
Secretary Salazar and his staff, with
the Mid-Pacific Region and their staff
time and time again and with the Gov-
ernor and his director of water re-
sources, and we have brought to the at-
tention of the President and of his
White House staff the fact that they
should come to the valley and see first-
hand the devastating impacts.

We need to have flexibility during
times of drought. Clearly, people are as
important as the other environmental
balances and trade-offs that are there.
If the Environmental Species Act were
working, we would not have a decline
in the fisheries that have taken place
over the last two decades. So we are
working on short-term efforts to try to
deal with the current situation in the
event that this drought lasts a fourth
or a fifth or a sixth year.

The last drought we had in California
lasted 6 years, from 1988 to 1993. I pre-
dict to my colleagues that if, in fact,
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