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of transparency, in conjunction with an in-
creasingly active civil society, can help create
more stable, democratic governments, as well
as stable business environments.

I's a well-known, and well-bemoaned, fact
that the United States is becoming more and
more reliant on imported energy to fuel our
economy. We are the world’s largest con-
sumer of oil—we account for an astounding 25
percent of global daily oil demand—despite
having less than 3 percent of the world’s prov-
en reserves. And we source that oil from
some unstable and unfriendly places in the
world such as Nigeria and Venezuela.

In the context of today’s discussion some of
you may wonder why the United States should
care what is happening in Turkmenistan or
Kazakhstan, when we don’t rely on these
countries for our energy supplies. Russia is
only number eight on our list of top ten oil
suppliers and Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan and Azerbaijan don’t even make it
into the top twenty.

The answer is that unlike natural gas, oil is
a commodity, so regardless of where we
source our oil, what happens in other oil-rich
countries impacts the stability of our price and
our supply as well. Truly, no one country can
achieve energy security without global energy
security.

| think we can all agree that relying on a
country as a source of energy can distort a bi-
lateral relationship. I'm sure you can imagine
how drastically different our interactions with
some countries would be if we did not rely so
heavily on these countries’ resources. | think it
goes without saying that we would have more
leverage to promote democracy and civil soci-
ety. Clearly oil constrains, if not drives, our for-
eign policy.

So while it is imperative that we work to limit
our dependence on foreign oil and change the
dynamic of supply and demand, it is just as
important to create more stable and reliable
sources of energy. One of the key ways the
international community has sought to coun-
teract the political and economic instability in-
herent in the resource curse is through pro-
grams that seek to instill transparency and ac-
countability into the resource payment system.

As legislators, there is a lot that we can do
to further the cause of transparency in the ex-
tractive industries.

As Co-Chairman of the U.S. Helsinki Com-
mission, | have held hearings and briefings on
energy security and transparency that call at-
tention to problems and advocate for solu-
tions. | have also written letters—co-signed by
a number of my congressional colleagues—on
this topic to the Executive Branch to advocate
for specific policy stances related to U.S. par-
ticipation in EITI. Drafting and passing legisla-
tion is also important, and in 2007 we were
successful in passing legislation that spells out
the importance of extractive industries trans-
parency in U.S. foreign policy and directs the
U.S. State Department to actively promote
EITI.

| also co-sponsored legislation that would
require oil, gas, and mining companies reg-
istered with the U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) to publicly disclose the
payments they make to foreign governments
for the extraction of natural resources. The in-
formation would be included in financial state-
ments already required by the SEC and would
apply to both American and foreign companies
listed with the SEC, which includes 90 percent
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of the world’s largest oil, gas and mining com-
panies. I'm hopeful that we will see that legis-
lation pass in this Congress.

Another tool is direct communication with
the Executive Branch. One thing we have al-
ready started discussions with the Obama Ad-
ministration on is how we can play a respon-
sible role—not dominant—in EITI. | strongly
believe that the best thing we can do to help
boost EITI is to follow the lead of other OSCE
member states such as  Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Norway and be-
come a Candidate Country with the goal of
becoming fully compliant with EITI standards.
Right now we think that can be accomplished
without any legislative action by the Congress,
but if we do need to make some legal
changes, then that is something we will work
on.

If there is one word that has gotten us in
this problem, it is greed. This needs to be said
so that we as legislators can do something
about it. As we are talking about hedge funds,
and all these other mechanisms for moving
money, we can’t ignore the impact of the
shadow economy. It is something that we
need to address because it fuels crime and in-
stability.

Madam Speaker, in the Dublin meeting
there were many opinions about the roots of
the crisis and potential solutions. However,
one clear message | took away from that
meeting is that we must work together to find
a global solution to a global crisis.
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Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, unfortunately | missed recorded
votes on the House floor on Tuesday, June 2,
2009.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“Aye” on Roll Call vote #292 (Motion to sus-
pend the rules and Agree to H. Res. 421),
“Aye” on Roll Call vote #293 (Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Agree to H.J. Res. 40),
“Aye” on Roll Call vote #294 (Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Agree to H. Res. 489)

UPON THE CHANGE OF COMMAND
AT THE PORT OF BALTIMORE

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, as
Chairman of the Subcommittee on Coast
Guard and Maritime Transportation, | rise
today to recognize the accomplishments of
Captain Brian Kelley, who has served as the
Commander of Coast Guard Sector Baltimore
since June 2006. He is transferring out of this
assignment on May 29.

As Captain of the Port of Baltimore, Captain
Kelley oversaw all Coast Guard operations at
this major port, currently ranked 12th in value
of foreign cargo handled and 14th in foreign
tonnage handled.

During his tenure, Captain Kelley conducted
Major Control actions or detentions of 23 for-
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eign vessels for safety violations—ensuring
the safety of vessel operations in the Port of
Baltimore. He also managed more than 1,100
search and rescue cases that saved the lives
of more than 250 mariners in distress.

Captain Kelley oversaw a major effort to im-
prove environmental conditions at Sector Balti-
more and directed the clean-up of the aban-
doned vessel Sea Witch, preventing the re-
lease of more than half a million gallons of oil
into the environment.

Captain Kelley’s next assignment will be as
the Deputy Commander of the Coast Guard’s
Personnel Services Command. As such, he
will assist in managing all personnel services
for all of the Coast Guard’s nearly 42,000 ac-
tive duty military members and in supervising
the Coast Guard’s recruiting efforts.

Since graduating from the Coast Guard
Academy in 1982, Captain Kelley’s assign-
ments have included service as the Com-
mander of cutters ATTU and POINT FRANK-
LIN. He also served as Chief of the Strategic
and Business Planning Division at Coast
Guard headquarters and was a Federal Exec-
utive Fellow at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies.

On a personal note, | have known Captain
Kelley to be an extraordinarily conscientious
leader—and have appreciated his personal
hospitality during numerous events at Sector
Baltimore.

| have also appreciated his diligence in
keeping me and my staff fully informed of de-
velopments at Sector Baltimore, including the
Sector’s evaluation of the proposed LNG ter-
minal at Sparrow’s Point in the Port of Balti-
more.

Captain Kelley is an outstanding officer who
embodies the highest ideals of the Coast
Guard and | commend him for his dedication
to excellence in the service of our nation.

————

HONORING THE WORK AND
SERVICE OF JACK E. SINGLEY

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Madam Speaker, | rise today in recognition of
Jack E. Singley and the 43 years he spent in
service to Irving Independent School District.

Jack Singley began his career in 1965 by
teaching Math at MacArthur High School in Ir-
ving, Texas, and rose through the ranks of the
school district to become superintendent in
1988. He served in that role for nearly 21
years making him one of the longest serving
school administrators in Texas. Earlier this
year, he announced that 2009 would mark the
end of his remarkable career, and his deter-
mination, strength of character, and wisdom
will be greatly missed.

Throughout his career, Mr. Singley saw the
transformation of Irving ISD from a small sub-
urban school district to the large vibrant school
district it is today. During his tenure as super-
intendent, eight schools were added to the
school district and the number of employees
serving in Irving ISD nearly doubled. One of
Mr. Singley’s most impressive successes was
the creation of The Academy of Irving ISD.
This high school opened in 2001 and is con-
sidered to be at the forefront of technological
innovation and educational philosophy.
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After Mr. Singley announced his retirement
earlier this year, the Irving ISD School Board
voted unanimously to rename the Academy of
Irving ISD to the Jack E. Singley Academy,
much to his dismay. With great humility and
regard for others, he asked that the school not
be named in his honor and said, “I honestly
believe that when you’re naming schools after
local people, they ought to be volunteers, not
staff members.”

Jack Singley has made such a big dif-
ference in the lives of so many students and
teachers, and | cannot think of a better way to
honor him than by renaming this academy to
the Jack E. Singley Academy. | ask my fellow
colleagues to join me in recognizing Mr.
Singley and his lifelong commitment to ensur-
ing quality education for young people in Ir-
ving, Texas.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. J. GRESHAM BARRETT

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
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Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, unfortunately | missed recorded
votes on the House floor on Wednesday, May
20, 2009.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“Nay” on Rollcall vote No. 273 (on agreeing to
H.Res. 456), “Nay” on Rollcall vote No. 274
(on ordering the previous question to H.Res.
457), “Nay” on Rollcall vote No. 275 (on
agreeing to H. Res. 457), “Nay” on Rollcall
vote No. 276 (concur in all but section 512 of
Senate amendment to H.R. 627), “Aye” on
Rollcall vote No. 277 (concur in Section 512 of
Senate Amendment to H.R. 627), “Aye” on
Rollcall vote No. 278 (Motion to suspend the
rules and agree to H. Res. 297), “Aye” on
Rollcall vote No. 279 (on agreeing to the
Kratovil of Maryland amendment H.R. 2352),
“Aye” on Rollcall vote No. 280 (on agreeing to
the motion to recommit with instructions to
H.R. 2352), “Aye” on Rollcall vote No. 281 (on
agreeing to H.R. 2352).

A TRIBUTE TO MONTE HALE
HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 3, 2009

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the life and accomplishments of
the popular Singing Cowboy and actor, Monte
Hale, who passed away on Sunday, March 29,
2009, at the age of 89. His career as an enter-
tainer spanned over 60 years in the industry
making Westerns and singing country tunes.

Born Samuel Buren Ely in Ada, Oklahoma,
Monte moving to San Angelo, Texas at an
early age. He bought his first guitar for $8.50
at the age of thirteen and launched his musi-
cal career performing at various clubs around
the State. It was during his performance at a
War Bond Rally that Phillip Isley discovered
him and soon the handsome, talented young
man was headed to Hollywood for a screen
test. He hitchhiked all the way, stopping at a
gasoline station around the corner from the
studio, just long enough to wash his face and
comb his hair before making his appearance.
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Monte’s screen test was so impressive that
he was immediately signed to star in “The Big
Bonanza” with Richard Arlen. Shortly after he
was signed to a 7-year contract with Republic
where he was groomed up with films starring
Wild Bill Elliott, Sunset Carson, and such fare
as “Steppin in Society” (1945) with Everett
Horton.

Around this time the executives at Republic
were looking for someone to test a new color
film and they decided to team Monte with Adri-
an Booth in the Magnicolor “Home On The
Range” (1946), thus making Monte Hale Re-
public’s first western star in a color series.
Monte went on to star in 19 of his own films.

Monte was tall and handsome and pos-
sessed an excellent voice. With this in mind,
Republic put his voice and his songwriting tal-
ents to work in the westerns. Not considered
true musical westerns like those of Gene Autry
and Roy Rogers, Monte’s films were mainly
dramas in which he stopped to sing a song
now and then. He became one of Republic’s
most popular and respected singing cowboys.

Hale made a significant splash in the inter-
national comic book market of the era. Six
Monte Hale series of the dime picture books
were published in 27 languages and over two
million copies per month were sold.

After his departure from Republic, Monte
went on to do guest starring roles on such TV
series as “Gunsmoke,” “Wild Bill Hickock,”
and “Circus Boy.” He was a member of the
panel on “Juke Box Jury” and appeared on
the “Western Star Theatre” radio program. In
addition he continued his work in films, most
notably as Rock Hudson’s attorney in “Giant”
(1956) and in “Chase” (1966) with Marlon
Brando.

Off the screen, his most lasting contribution
was helping to establish the Autry museum.
Monte and his wife Joanne were co-founders
of the Gene Autry Western Heritage Museum
and served as members of the board of direc-
tors and have since the inception of the mu-
seum which is now part of the Autry National
Center as the Museum of the American West.

Hale made other contributions to the mu-
seum after its 1988 opening by greeting
guests and enabling them to chat with a real,
live singing cowboy. He also started encour-
aging fellow cowboy stars to contribute their
signature memorabilia for permanent display
in the museum’s movie gallery.

He donated his own white hat, guns, gun
belt and other prized treasures—then rounded
up more contributions, including Chuck Con-
nors’ shirt from “The Rifleman” TV series, Buf-
falo Bill's saddle and a Lone Ranger outfit. A
permanent exhibit dedicated to Monte Hale’s
career is located in the Museum of the Amer-
ican West's Spirit of Imagination Gallery. In
2004, Monte was honored with a Star on the
Hollywood Walk of Fame for Motion Pictures.
His work for the Autry National Center of the
American West and his legacy as an enter-
tainer will not be forgotten.

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 2685, THE
CLIMATE AND OCEAN RESEARCH
AND COORDINATION ACT OF 2009

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 3, 2009

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, the risks
of climate change and climate variability are
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well-documented and under certain cir-
cumstances threaten public safety, national
security, industry and the economy, natural re-
source management, and our American way
of life. As these risks increase and become
more known, we are all challenged with how
to strategically respond and adapt to an un-
predictable climate. Just as my constituents in
Guam face uncertainty over how to respond to
rising sea levels and the increasing frequency
and ferocity of cyclonic storms, such as ty-
phoons, each state and territory of our great
Nation faces their own challenges in adapting
to climate change. Without reliable climate in-
formation and tools to project climate impacts,
it is difficult for any government to make in-
formed and strategic decisions. Strong leader-
ship, better coordination, more exchanges of
information, and a new approach to federal cli-
mate services are required to strategically and
cost-effectively manage public and private re-
sources in this dynamic environment.

H.R. 2685, the Climate and Ocean Re-
search and Coordination Act of 2009, which |
have introduced today, addresses these needs
by providing specific authority to enhance the
leadership role of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) in the de-
livery of oceanic, weather, atmospheric, and
climate services, and for the first time, estab-
lishes a cooperative governmental and non-
governmental partnership to advance the abil-
ity of the federal government and the public to
respond to, adapt to, and plan for climate
change and climate change impacts.

Title | of this legislation codifies NOAA, ena-
bling it to better execute its diverse respon-
sibilities, and formalizes its role as the link be-
tween global oceanic and atmospheric re-
search science, and the functions, processes,
ecosystems, and management of our coastal
and ocean resources. Title Il establishes a
public-private  National Climate Enterprise
(NCE), comprised of federal and non-federal
partners to provide scientifically-based, author-
itative, timely, and useful climate and climate
impacts information, products, and services to
meet end-user needs and guide climate
change adaptation and mitigation.

Coping with the uncertainties raised by cli-
mate change will be one of our Nation’s most
serious challenges in the foreseeable future.
Credible, reliable, and usable climate informa-
tion will be fundamental toward determining
our success in confronting this risk to our
economy, society, and environment. Now is
the time for the Congress to both codify NOAA
and establish a coordinated, public-private Na-
tional Climate Enterprise to ensure that our
national efforts to mitigate climate impacts will
be guided by the best available scientific infor-
mation.

| look forward to working with my colleagues
on both sides of the aisle, and especially with
my colleagues on the Committee on Science
and Technology which shares oversight re-
sponsibility for NOAA with the Committee on
Natural Resources, to advance this legislation
and to strengthen the abilities of the federal
government and the public to better under-
stand our dynamic climate and respond to,
adapt to, and plan for climate change impacts.
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