June 9, 2009

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
June 9, 2009 at 9:30 a.m. in room 406 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, June 9, 2009, at 10
a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, June 9, 2009, at 2:30
p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on June 9, 2009, at 2:30 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON AIRLAND
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Airland of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, June 9, 2009, at 2:30
p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE CONSTITUTION
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, Sub-
committee on the Constitution, be au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate, on June 9, 2009, at 10 a.m.,
in room SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate
Office Building, to conduct a hearing
entitled ‘“The Legal, Moral, and Na-
tional Security Consequences of ‘Pro-
longed Detention’.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON OCEANS, ATMOSPHERE,
FISHERIES, AND COAST GUARD
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Oceans, Atmosphere,
Fisheries, and Coast Guard of the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, June 9, 2009, at 9:30 a.m., in
room 253 of the Russell Senate Office
Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—H.R. 1256

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that on
Wednesday, June 10, following a period
for morning business, the Senate then
resume consideration of H.R. 1256, and
all postcloture time having expired,
there then be an hour of debate only
prior to a vote on the motion to invoke
cloture on H.R. 1256, with the time
equally divided and controlled between
Senators DoDD and ENZI or their des-
ignees; that upon the use or yielding
back of that time and disposition of
amendment No. 1256, the substitute
amendment be agreed to and the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, the bill be read a third time, and
the Senate then proceed to vote on the
motion to invoke cloture on H.R. 1256;
that if cloture is invoked on H.R. 1256,
then postcloture time be considered to
have begun at 12:05 a.m., Wednesday,
June 10, and that all postcloture time
continue to run during any recess, ad-
journment, or period for morning busi-
ness.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

HONORING NATIVE AMERICANS

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.J. Res. 40, which was re-
ceived from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the joint resolution
by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 40) to honor
the achievements and contributions of Na-
tive Americans to the United States, and for
other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the joint resolu-
tion.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the joint
resolution be read three times and
passed, the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate, and that any
statements relating to the joint resolu-
tion be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The joint resolution (H.J. Res. 40)
was ordered to a third reading, was
read the third time, and passed.

————
UNITED STATES POLICY DURING
POLITICAL TRANSITION IN
ZIMBABWE

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 176, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

S6389

A resolution (S. Res. 176) expressing the
sense of the Senate on United States policy
during the political transition in Zimbabwe,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate, and that any
statements relating to the resolution
be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REsS. 176

Whereas, over the course of the last dec-
ade, the Zimbabwean African National
Union-Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF), led by
Robert Mugabe, increasingly turned to vio-
lence and intimidation to maintain power
amidst government-directed economic col-
lapse and a growing humanitarian crisis;

Whereas the Department of State’s 2008
Country Report on Human Rights Practices
states that the Government of Zimbabwe
“‘continued to engage in the pervasive and
systematic abuse of human rights, which in-
creased during the year,” including unlawful
killings, politically-motivated abductions,
state-sanctioned use of excessive force and
torture by security forces against opposi-
tion, student leaders, and civil society activ-
ists;

Whereas Zimbabwe held presidential and
parliamentary elections on March 29, 2008,
with official results showing that Mr.
Mugabe won 43.2 percent of the vote, while
Morgan Tsvangirai, leader of the opposition
party Movement for Democratic Change
(MDC), won 47.9 percent of the vote;

Whereas, in the wake of those elections,
Mr. Mugabe and his allies launched a brutal
campaign of violence against members and
supporters of the MDC, voters and journal-
ists, and other citizens of Zimbabwe, leading
Mr. Tsvangirai to withdraw from the June
27, 2008, runoff presidential election, which
Mr. Mugabe, the only remaining candidate,
then won with 85 percent of the vote;

Whereas, on September 15, 2008, ZANU-PF
and the MDC signed a ‘‘Global Political
Agreement” (GPA) to form a transitional
government under which Mr. Mugabe would
remain President, Mr. Tsvangirai would be-
come Prime Minister, and the parties would
divide control of the ministries;

Whereas the Global Political Agreement,
as written, included provisions to restore the
rule of law and economic stability and
growth, establish a new constitution, end vi-
olence by state and non-state actors, and
promote freedom of assembly, association,
expression, and communication;

Whereas the installation of the transi-
tional government stalled for five months as
Mr. Mugabe and his allies refused to com-
promise on control of key ministries and se-
curity agencies and continued to use the
state security apparatus to intimidate and
commit violence against political opponents;

Whereas, according to the United Nations,
the humanitarian situation during that time
deteriorated to unprecedented levels, with an
estimated 5,000,000 people in Zimbabwe sus-
ceptible to food insecurity, and collapsing
water and sewerage services giving rise to a
cholera epidemic that has resulted in the
deaths of more than 4,000 people;
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