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passage of the hate crimes legislation; 
but frankly, we must say to those who 
we mourn, by putting forward a Holo-
caust Museum, many across the Nation 
and in my town of Houston, that we 
stand with them in solidarity. 

To my good friend Peter Berkowitz 
and Fred Zeidman, who chairs the Hol-
ocaust Museum here in Washington, a 
Houstonian, you have my deepest sym-
pathy, my respect, and I stand in soli-
darity with you. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE STATE 
CHAMPION NEEDVILLE BLUE 
JAYS GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL SOFT-
BALL TEAM 

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the Needville 
Blue Jays, who defeated the Celina 
Bobcats 3–1 at McCombs Field in Aus-
tin to win the Texas class 3A girls high 
school championship last week. 

The Blue Jays played their hearts 
out and have made all Texas proud. 
Only 3 years ago, six members of the 
Needville team played in the 2006 Jun-
ior Softball World Series, where they 
finished third overall. This State 
championship victory was the result of 
exceptional teamwork and years of 
practice and dedication. 

The Blue Jays’ defense was superb in 
the finals. Celina had five hits, but 
Needville made no errors and kept the 
Bobcats’ base runners in check. 

I would also like to compliment the 
coach of the Blue Jays, C.J. Mazac. The 
best teams are always the result of ex-
ceptional coaching, and Coach Mazac 
has clearly inspired and motivated his 
players. 

I would like to send a big congratula-
tions to the graduating seniors, and I 
would also like to recognize all of the 
team members who made this victory 
possible. Great job to each of you. 

The Blue Jays’ final record for the 
season was an impressive 34–8. All resi-
dents of Needville and Fort Bend Coun-
ty, Texas, are extremely proud of our 
Blue Jays, and I extend my congratula-
tions to these talented young athletes. 
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SOLVING THE CRISIS IN 
AMERICAN MEDICINE 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Forty-nine 
years ago, the 1960 October Harpers 
Magazine cover story was ‘‘The Crisis 
in American Medicine.’’ Well, we are 
still in crisis, but change is in the air. 

The facts are clear: High costs, more 
procedures, tests, and hospitalization 
is not better care; it is a symptom of 
poor care. Every major Nation spends 
less, and most have better outcomes 
than the United States. 

Getting 50 million Americans health 
insurance and giving the rest of Ameri-

cans with insurance, stability, will cost 
more, but about half of this cost can be 
achieved by reforming the system, and 
having the government pay the balance 
will cost far less for business and peo-
ple with insurance over the next 10 
years than business as usual. 

With a President who gets it, a Con-
gress listening to what the people want 
and a public plan to keep the system 
honest, it means that there won’t be a 
cover story 50 years from now about 
American medicine still in crisis. 
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A LACK OF BIPARTISANSHIP IN 
HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to 
address the House for 1 minute and to 
revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Madam Speaker, an overhaul of 
our Nation’s health care system is 
under way, and I am glad that people 
in my district are engaged in this crit-
ical issue. Unfortunately, the Demo-
crats have shared very few details of 
the plan, except that there will be a 
public plan, which I have to tell you 
most people are frightened of. 

While I realize that we are in the mi-
nority party, I still have nearly 1 mil-
lion constituents to represent, includ-
ing more Medicare beneficiaries than 
any other Member of Congress. My Re-
publican colleagues and I have made 
numerous attempts to reach across the 
aisle to share our ideas on how to im-
prove the health care system and make 
it more affordable. So we are drafting 
our own bill. 

When President Obama invites Mem-
bers of Congress to the White House to 
craft health care bills, he invites only 
Democrats. He has met with industry 
representatives but never with Repub-
licans. Recently, the President sent a 
letter saying he expects a bureau-
cratic-run health system to be included 
in the final option, but again, he sent 
the letter only to Democrats. Hardly a 
gesture of bipartisanship. 
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THE NEED FOR PASSING HATE 
CRIMES LEGISLATION 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, like 
Representative JACKSON-Lee before me, 
I was shocked at hearing of the shoot-
ing at the Holocaust Museum yester-
day. Indeed, it is a place of special rev-
erence and a place where you wouldn’t 
think violence would occur, but de-
ranged minds do deranged things, and 
the man who did the shooting had a 
history of hate towards African Ameri-
cans and toward Jews and toward our 
government, it appears, even though he 
served in our Armed Forces. 

It reminds me of the need for passing 
hate crimes legislation because hate 
today still exists in people’s hearts, 
and when people hate any group, they 
generally hate all different minorities. 

They don’t understand the America of 
tolerance and inclusion that we cele-
brate and upon which we were founded. 

It also reminds me of the need to 
have a COPS bill passed to have more 
protection, and the cops that were ap-
proved in the ARRA protect our soci-
ety from these types of attacks. 

Yesterday there was to be a play 
debuted at the Holocaust Museum by 
Janet Langhart Cohen, wife of former 
Secretary of Defense Bill Cohen, about 
an imaginary conversation between 
Emmett Till and Anne Frank. It will 
debut on Friday at George Washington 
University and talk about tolerance 
and peace and the results of hate. 
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SUPPORT AN ALL-OF-THE-ABOVE 
ENERGY PLAN 

(Mr. BROWN of South Carolina asked 
and was given permission to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, for years my Repub-
lican colleagues and I have focused on 
implementing an all-of-the-above en-
ergy plan to cut the ties of foreign oil 
and create affordable American energy. 
However, the Democrat cap-and-tax 
plan will actually serve as a national 
energy tax, resulting in fewer jobs and 
more government control. 

More than $3,100 will be added to the 
annual energy costs of American fami-
lies, a financial hardship that will 
greatly impact the poor, who spend a 
large part of their income on energy. 
These taxes will directly impact farm-
ers in South Carolina as everyday costs 
of fuel and fertilizer become too expen-
sive for them to afford. 

Additionally, our State’s clean-en-
ergy production will be excessively 
taxed, forcing companies to move to 
countries with less stringent stand-
ards, resulting in little progress to-
wards protecting our environment. The 
relocation of these businesses could re-
sult in the loss of up to 7 million jobs, 
increasing unemployment and placing 
further economic strains on the Amer-
ican families, all for a policy that 
won’t even achieve its initial goal of 
reducing carbon emissions. 

Americans are sick of this energy 
roller coaster. I encourage my col-
leagues to support an all-of-the-above 
energy plan that will not tax us to 
death. 

f 

COMMENDING HODGDON YACHTS 
OF EAST BOOTHBAY, MAINE 

(Ms. PINGREE of Maine asked and 
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend her remarks.) 

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Madam 
Speaker, I want to talk to you this 
morning about Hodgdon Yachts of East 
Boothbay, Maine. Hodgdon Brothers 
opened for business in 1816 and is the 
oldest continually operated shipyard in 
the United States. Tim Hodgdon is a 
fifth-generation boat builder, con-
tinuing a long and proud tradition. 
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