
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6597 June 11, 2009 
still more debt that the State cannot 
redeem. 

In short, if California won’t help 
itself, the Federal Government cannot 
and it should not and it must not. 

f 

OUR WONDERFUL HISTORY WITH 
PAKISTAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, let me acknowledge the very 
hard work that was accomplished by 
the Foreign Affairs Committee of the 
House, Chairman BERMAN and Sub-
committee Chairman ACKERMAN, and 
say that we did the right thing today. 
By passing the Pakistan Enduring As-
sistance and Cooperation Enhancement 
Act, the American people have made a 
few more steps toward their own per-
sonal security, their own ensuring of 
the security of the homeland, and rec-
ognizing a long-standing relationship 
that has had, frankly, its hills and val-
leys. 

Many of us don’t know the history of 
other countries, and obviously we have 
our own wonderful history. But, inter-
estingly enough, when Pakistan was 
founded by a person named Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah, it was founded on demo-
cratic principles, and we have had a 
longstanding 50-plus year relationship, 
although it has been uneven. 

So today we have restored that rela-
tionship, and I hope Pakistani Ameri-
cans and their own Embassy that is 
here representing Pakistan really real-
izes that we made a strong statement 
today for the respect and for the rela-
tionship of this nation. 

We have in essence put together a 
document that would enhance signifi-
cantly economic, social and democratic 
assistance for Pakistan. We have recog-
nized the importance of public diplo-
macy and engagement. That is a rein-
vestment, a reordering of the relation-
ship. 

We have also recognized the impor-
tance of a regional process or coordina-
tion between Afghanistan, India and 
Bangladesh, recognizing that this area, 
South Asia, is an important part of our 
security and their security. We must 
recognize that the people of Pakistan 
love democracy. And, yes, what we 
have seen over the last couple of days 
really has given us pause. 

Well, I want you to know that the 
Pakistan military under their Sec-
retary of the army is doing something 
they don’t usually do. Their structure 
has been that they have been moni-
toring or, if you will, watching the bor-
der. That has been their task. For the 
first time, they have accepted the re-
sponsibility of internally ridding their 
country of the terrorists, the ones who 
have taken over the Swat, who have 
undermined them, people whose faith 
may have drawn them to a particular 
situation where they thought the gov-
ernment wasn’t functioning, so they al-

lowed the Taliban and insurgents to 
take over. 

And this is what we have, frankly, 
the devastation of 2.5 million people 
who are now moving from one place to 
the next. But the army is fighting the 
terrorists. And do you know what is 
more important? The people are stand-
ing up against the terrorists. 

The legislation we have today will 
provide an investment through a pros-
perity fund. It will have certain cri-
teria for Federal funding, for tax-
payers’ dollars to go to Pakistan. They 
must ensure that their nuclear mate-
rials are protected. They must make 
sure that they are fighting radicalism. 
And we can stop this kind of human 
devastation. 

We know the international help that 
came to us during Hurricane Katrina. 
We know what we did with the tsu-
nami. This is a terrorist tsunami. And 
I want to say that the Government, 
whether we agree or disagree with its 
strength, I believe they love democ-
racy. These conditionalities that may 
be opposed will work their way through 
Congress. But if we didn’t act today, 
we would continue to have the burials 
of so many people that are going on in 
this country, the kind of massive 
bombing that the terrorists think they 
can do to intimidate the people of 
Pakistan. 

So, as a co-Chair of the Pakistan 
Caucus, I am grateful that we made a 
first step. I want the American people 
to know that your neighbors are Paki-
stani Americans. They are doctors, 
they are entrepreneurs, they are retail-
ers. They love this country, and they 
want to help their country as well. I 
am glad we made this first step. 

Let me move quickly to a domestic 
issue and put an explanation point on 
what we did right for Pakistan and say 
that I stand here today and support a 
restoration and bailout for automobile 
dealers. We missed the boat. We have 
dealerships who have gotten these ugly 
letters saying that even though you 
are a pillar of the community, you are 
in good financial shape, you can sell 
the cars, you must close. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand against it, and I 
believe that as we move forward, we 
must have a carve-out for our auto-
mobile dealers who in fact can main-
tain their independence, who can sell 
cars. Whether or not it is by Fiat or 
whether or not it is someone else, 
Chrysler and GM cannot close by ca-
veat, despite the bankruptcy struc-
turing, the reordering, the reorganiza-
tion under chapter 11. They cannot 
come and close hardworking auto-
mobile dealerships, and we as Ameri-
cans and Members of Congress cannot 
forget them. 

I will be looking forward to sup-
porting legislation and writing legisla-
tion for automobile dealers carve-out 
and bailout. 

RAMMING A DANGEROUS AND 
CONTROVERSIAL AGENDA 
THROUGH CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. OLSON) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to express my growing alarm with the 
Democrat leadership’s clear intention 
to use the conference report on the war 
supplemental appropriations bill to 
ram a dangerous and controversial 
agenda through this Congress. 

It is now clear that Senate and House 
Democrats have decided to let their 
own political agenda subvert a bipar-
tisan agreement on providing the men 
and women of our military with the 
support they need to continue the fight 
against terrorism in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. 

b 1730 

I proudly supported the House 
version of this bill when it originally 
passed this Chamber. However, Demo-
crats are now preparing to use the con-
ference report, which cannot, cannot be 
amended, to add unrelated, politically 
motivated poison pills to the measure. 

My Democrat colleagues are pro-
posing to add up to $108 billion for the 
International Monetary Fund as part 
of the global bailout for foreign na-
tions. Not only is this a bad idea on its 
own, I have yet to hear any expla-
nation of how on Earth this will ben-
efit our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

In fact, this money will have pre-
cisely the opposite effect. Iran, which 
the State Department has repeatedly 
certified as ‘‘the most active state 
sponsor of terrorism in the world,’’ 
would be eligible for these funds. Ven-
ezuela’s Hugo Chavez, who describes 
America as ‘‘the biggest menace on our 
planet’’ and supports narcoterrorists in 
neighboring nations, he, too, would be 
eligible for these funds. 

The purpose of this bill is to make 
sure our Armed Forces have the men 
and material they need to defeat ter-
rorists. That this bill would include 
funding that could benefit the sponsors 
of terrorism, it’s outrageous. 

All of this being said, I’d welcome an 
honest, open debate and vote in this 
Chamber on the IMF funding, but my 
Democrat colleagues apparently would 
rather not risk a separate up-or-down 
vote. Therefore, they’ve resorted to 
playing games with funding for our 
troops by shoe-horning this measure in 
a war spending bill with no oppor-
tunity for debate here in the people’s 
House. 

And it won’t end there. Unbelievably, 
reports are that Democrats are looking 
to include language to permit the 
transfer of terrorists being held in 
Guantanamo Bay to the United States, 
and they intend to require the imme-
diate release of photographs of de-
tained terrorists, likely, likely inflam-
ing Islamists across the globe and fur-
ther endangering our Armed Forces de-
ployed overseas. 
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And again, I will happily debate 

these wrongheaded measures on the 
floor of this body any day of the week, 
but this attempt to ram these unac-
ceptable provisions through the House 
without a debate or a vote is simply 
wrong. And I can’t think of a more de-
moralizing message to send to our 
fighting forces than that a majority of 
Congress is willing, for political expe-
diency’s sake, to load down a war fund-
ing bill with unrelated, unpopular pro-
visions. 

When I served in the United States 
Navy, we feared the annual games poli-
ticians played with military funding. It 
made us angry to know that we were 
tasked with a mission, and then politi-
cians played politics with the resources 
we needed to complete that mission. 

Mr. Speaker, I did not come here to 
play that game. There is no honor in a 
vote that conditions the funding for 
our soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines 
and coastguardsmen on satisfying an 
unrelated political agenda. This Con-
gress must not cheapen and degrade 
our military to simply move forward 
with political interests. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GOHMERT addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HENSARLING) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. HENSARLING addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
MARINE CORPORAL JOE PIRAM 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. PAULSEN) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to a truly great American, 
Marine Corporal Joe Piram of Eden 
Prairie, Minnesota. We literally owe 
our way of life to people like him. 

It’s important for us to remember, 
Mr. Speaker, that every freedom we 
enjoy, every moment of safety and 
every dream we have for the future 
that we hold was purchased with the 
blood and sacrifice of our military fam-
ilies. We should not only be thankful 
for the reality of our quality of life, 
but for those who laid theirs down to 
make it possible. 

We’re aware of the things that make 
our society run—electricity, gasoline, 
money, jobs, for example—but our soci-
ety also runs on values, honesty, integ-
rity, service and sacrifice. Our national 
progress can truly be measured by the 
quality of our spirit. Here again, our 
military families epitomize these es-
sential American values. They’re role 
models for all of us to follow. 

So with that introduction, I want to 
highlight the service of one of the 
thousands of brave men and women 
who do amazing things for the rest of 
us every day. 

Joe Piram graduated from Eden Prai-
rie High School in 2004. Joining the 
Marines had been something he wanted 
to do all of his life, and the passion was 
fueled by the tragedy of September 11, 
which played a key role in his decision. 

We talk about the threat that al 
Qaeda represents to our world, and we 
deplore their savagery and their ruth-
lessness. Corporal Piram chose to go 
out and fight them over there so that 
we could be safe here. He’s now served 
two tours in Iraq and one in Afghani-
stan. His unit was called ‘‘The Lions of 
the Desert’’ because of the courage and 
the strength and heart with which they 
carried out their missions. 

Near the end of his most recent tour, 
however, just about a year ago, he was 
injured by an IED. He suffered burns 
over almost 40 percent of his body. In 
the months since then, he’s put the 
same determination in his recovery 
that he put into his military service. 
With the strong support of his family 
and his own resilient spirit, he’s mak-
ing great progress and doing well. As a 
matter of fact, when a reporter from 
the Eden Prairie newspaper called and 
spoke with him recently, he had just 
completed a 5K race at an event in 
Florida. 

Joe’s recovery is going well, and he’s 
making ambitious plans for when he 
leaves the military. It’s no surprise 
that he’s looking for new ways to use 
his talents and his values to serve our 
country in law enforcement, and 
maybe running for political office. 

We have a tremendous country here 
in the United States. We’re not perfect, 
but we’re still the envy of a large ma-
jority of people around the world. 

Through all the generations of Amer-
ican history, people like Joe have 
quietly stepped forward to take on the 
Nation’s toughest jobs. They don’t do 
it for fame or for fortune. They simply 
do it because they love their country, 
and they translate that love into a 
sense of duty and service. 

Corporal Joe Piram, I honor you and 
I thank you. We all thank you. We also 
appreciate your family who raised you, 
who supported you in your recovery 
and, in a very tangible way, has also 
served with you. 

With you in mind, we here in Wash-
ington can try a little harder today to 
make this country worthy of the price 
you have paid to make it great. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BISHOP of Utah addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Illinois (Mr. MANZULLO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MANZULLO addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

IN MEMORY OF SERGEANT 
JEFFREY JORDAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, this week the residents of a small 
town in Georgia’s 11th Congressional 
District are grieving together as they 
say goodbye to a native son who died 
while bravely serving his Nation in Af-
ghanistan. 

Sergeant Jeffrey W. Jordan was 
killed in action on June 4, 2009, near 
Kapisa, Afghanistan, of wounds suf-
fered from an improvised explosive de-
vice and small arms fire. 

Jeffrey was born and raised in Floyd 
County and, after high school, he set-
tled in a very close-knit town of Cave 
Springs, Georgia, with his wife, Lacey, 
and his son, Tailor. Tragically, the Jor-
dan family marked Tailor’s first birth-
day on the very same day his father 
gave his life in defense of our Nation. 

Jeffrey is remembered as a loving 
husband, father, son, brother, grand-
son, friend and patriot whose sacrifice 
for our Nation will never be forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, Sergeant Jordan leaves 
behind his wife, Lacey Lambert Jor-
dan, his son, Tailor Jordan; his par-
ents, Mary Lou and Tracy Lorin 
Dowdy; his brothers, Robert Jordan 
and J.R. Thomason; a sister, Candice 
Dials; and his grandparents, C.W. and 
Barbara White, and Mrs. Delores 
Thomason and Mrs. Delane Ingram; 
also a great-grandmother, Mrs. Ruth 
Wilson, as well as so many aunts and 
uncles and nieces and nephews and in- 
laws. Tomorrow, I will join this group 
of Sergeant Jordan’s family, friends 
and supporters at his funeral to honor 
the life of this brave soldier. 

Mr. Speaker, my prayers go out to 
his family, and my deepest gratitude 
goes out to Sergeant Jordan for his 
selfless sacrifice, yes, for our Nation. 

I ask all Members, please join me in 
honoring the distinguished memory of 
Sergeant Jeffrey W. Jordan. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE HEARING 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, as 
we speak here on the floor of the House 
right now, the House Agriculture Com-
mittee is holding a hearing on the leg-
islation reported out of the Energy and 
Commerce Committee, the so-called 
cap-and-trade legislation. Many of us 
know it as cap-and-tax or a massive 
new energy tax on the American peo-
ple. 

The Agriculture Committee has wise-
ly decided to hold a hearing on this 
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