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ensure that our respective laws punish
those who hate and incite violence
against Jews.

Finally, if we are to protect our chil-
dren from the evil of anti-Semitism, we
must re-educate ourselves and system-
atically educate our children. While
that starts at our homes, the classroom
must be the incubator of tolerance as
well. It seems to me that only the most
hardened racist can remain unmoved
by Holocaust education and remem-
brance. Only the most crass, evil and
prejudiced among us can study the hor-
rors of the Holocaust and not cry out:
Never again!

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. RICHARD-
SON) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. RICHARDSON addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FLAKE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
THE ACTIONS AND POLICIES OF
CERTAIN MEMBERS OF THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF BELARUS AND
OTHER PERSONS THAT UNDER-
MINE DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES
OR INSTITUTIONS IN BELARUS—
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 111-47)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
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notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication the enclosed no-
tice stating that the national emer-
gency and related measures blocking
the property of certain persons under-
mining democratic processes or insti-
tutions in Belarus are to continue in
effect beyond June 16, 2009.

Despite some positive developments
during the past year, including the re-
lease of internationally recognized po-
litical prisoners, the actions and poli-
cies of certain members of the Govern-
ment of Belarus and other persons that
have undermined democratic processes
or institutions, committed human
rights abuses related to political re-
pression, and engaged in public corrup-
tion pose a continuing unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity and foreign policy of the United
States. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue
the national emergency and related
measures blocking the property of cer-
tain persons undermining democratic
processes or institutions in Belarus.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 12, 2009.

———————

COUNCIL ON AMERICAN-ISLAMIC
RELATIONS—CAIR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. WOLF) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, as rank-
ing member on the Commerce, Justice,
Science Appropriation Subcommittee,
which last week considered the fiscal
year 2010 appropriations bill, I have a
keen interest in and oversight respon-
sibility for a host of counterterrorism
and related initiatives.

The bill which is expected to come
before the full House next week in-
cludes $7.7 billion to support the work
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
the FBI, whose top priorities include
protecting and defending the United
States against terrorism and foreign
intelligence threats.
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The FBI was intimately involved in a
15-year investigation, which cul-

minated last fall in the Holy Land
Foundation and five of its former orga-
nizers being found guilty of illegally
funneling more than $12 million to the
terrorist group Hamas.

A Department of Justice press re-
lease issued May 27, 2009, reported,
“U.S. District Judge Jorge A. Solis
sentenced the Holy Land Foundation
for Relief and Development and five of
its leaders following their convictions
by a Federal jury in November 2008 on
charges of providing material support
to Hamas, a designated foreign ter-
rorist organization.”” The sentences
range from 15 years to 65 years in pris-
on.
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According to the Department of Jus-
tice, “From its inception, the Holy
Land Foundation existed to support
Hamas. The government’s case in-
cluded testimony that, in the early
1990s, Hamas’ parent organization, the
Muslim Brotherhood, planned to estab-
lish a network of organizations in the
U.S. to spread a militant Islamist mes-
sage and raise money for Hamas. The
defendants sent Holy Land Foundation-
raised funds to Hamas-controlled zakat
committees and charitable societies
West Bank and Gaza.”

Among the unindicted conspirators
in the case is an organization which,
over the last several years, has been
granted access to the highest levels of
the U.S. Government—an organization
which is routinely elevated in the press
as a voice of mainstream Muslim
Americans. This organization is the
Council on American-Islamic Rela-
tions, or CAIR.

Tawfik Hamid, according to his bio,
is an ‘“‘Islamist thinker and reformer
and onetime Islamist extremist from
Egypt. He was a member of a terrorist
Islamic organization, Jemaah
Islamiyah, with Dr. Ayman al-
Zawahiri, who became later the second
in command of al Qaeda.

On May 25 of 2007, in a Wall Street
Journal op-ed, Hamid wrote the fol-
lowing, ‘‘In America, perhaps the most
conspicuous organization to persist-
ently accuse opponents of
Islamophobia is the Council of [sic]
American Islamic Relations.” The ob-
servations of Mr. Tawfik, himself a
Muslim, are particularly relevant in
light of recent news reports.

On January 30, 2009, Fox News re-
ported that the FBI was ‘‘severing its
once close ties with the Nation’s larg-
est Muslim advocacy group, the Coun-
cil on American-Islamic Relations,
amid mounting evidence that it has
links to a support network for Hamas.”’

Given that Hamas is on the current
list of U.S.-designated foreign terrorist
organizations, this was obviously a se-
rious claim and one which, if true,
would rightly inform a shift in FBI pol-
icy. However, the Fox News piece left
me with some unanswered questions,
questions which, given the seriousness
of the report, necessitated further in-
quiry. Such questions of the executive
branch are a common congressional
practice and, in fact, are the responsi-
bility of the legislative branch of gov-
ernment and are the intended purpose
of our system of checks and balances.

For 6 years, from 2001-2006, I served
as chairman of the appropriations sub-
committee which has oversight of the
FBI. This year, I resumed a leadership
role as the lead Republican on the sub-
committee.

According to the Congressional Re-
search Service, ‘‘Congressional over-
sight refers to the review, monitoring
and supervision of Federal agencies,
programs, activities, and policy imple-
mentation. It is an integral part of the
American system of checks and bal-
ances.”’
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