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be with us in international fora and on
the key decisions that affect the safety
and security of Americans around the
world.

For more than six decades, it has
been a key U.S. trading partner and a
scientific innovator. We have Israeli
engineers to thank for everything from
advances in solar power to cell phone
technology to AOL Instant Messenger.
Equipment we are using in Iraq to fight
terrorism and Kkeep American troops
safe was developed in Israel. Medical
treatments we are using in U.S. hos-
pitals to fight cancer, heart disease,
and chronic pain were developed in
Israel. Israeli-born actors are stars of
Hollywood, and an Israeli astronaut
has accompanied Americans into space.

So it is not only in the interest of
Israel to have its full history recog-
nized, it is in the national interest and
the national security interests of the
United States. It is in our interests to
fully remember the unbreakable bond
that has made us both stronger over
the last 61 years and to make it unmis-
takable that our commitment is as
strong as ever.

The argument for Israel’s legitimacy
does not depend on what we say in
speeches. It has been made by history.
It has been made by the men and
women who have made the desert
green, by Nobel prizes earned, by
groundbreaking innovations and envi-
able institutions, by lives saved, de-
mocracy defended, peace made, and
battles won. There can be no denying
the Jewish people’s legitimate right to
live in peace and security on a home-
land to which they have had a connec-
tion for thousands of years.

We can and must move forward in the
peace process, and look for ways to
reach agreement between all sides. But
we cannot erase the moral distinctions
between tyranny and freedom, and we
must not edit history. If we stay true
to history and follow our moral com-
pass, I am optimistic that talks can
lead to understanding and resolution of
the very sensitive, detailed, and tough
issues we face.

The next pages of Middle Eastern his-
tory are not doomed to be stained by
an endless, senseless fight to the death.
It doesn’t have to be that way. Dif-
ferent peoples of vastly different back-
grounds have peacefully thrived in the
Middle East for generations upon gen-
erations, and this coexistence can hap-
pen once more.

Let us remember the words of Egyp-
tian President Anwar al-Sadat in 1978,
when he accepted the Nobel Prize for
peace—words that not 1long before
would have seemed incredibly unlikely.
He said:

Let us put an end to wars, let us reshape
life on the solid basis of equity and truth.
And it is this call . . . of the great majority
of the Arab and Israeli peoples, and indeed of
millions of men, women, and children around
the world that you are today honoring. And
these hundreds of millions will judge to what
extent every responsible leader in the Middle
East has responded to the hopes of mankind.

I have been to Israel. I have shaken
the hands of its citizens and visited its
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holy places. I know that in the heart of
Israelis there is a strong desire for
peace. We can never lose sight of why
peace is so important. After the un-
speakable horrors of the Holocaust, the
Jewish people would forever be mindful
that no one knows what turns history
will take and every day we are mindful
that anti-Semitism has not gone away,
whether in the form of a firebombing of
a French synagogue, defamatory com-
ments of a government official in
South Africa, or a senseless murder in
Washington DC.

Israel is the one place in the world,
the one place where anti-Semitism can
be structurally impossible. It is a field
of hope on which fear can be van-
quished, an island of refuge that can
stand firm no matter how stormy the
sea of history turns. That is why we
must always keep it safe and always
keep it free.

The United States is not simply al-
lied with a government, it is an ally of
Israel’s people. It is an ally of Israel’s
democratic ideals. It is an ally of its
history, of its aspirations for peace and
prosperity, its can-do spirit, and amaz-
ing resilience in the face of threats
from all sides. In that sense, we are not
just Israel’s allies, we are admirers, we
are partners, and we are friends.

I plan to do everything I can to see
that we support this friendship this
year, next year, and every year there-
after.

Let me close by saying Martin Lu-
ther King said:

The arc of the moral universe is long, but
it bends towards justice.

We know that in Israel’s quest for se-
curity, there will be trials along the
way, there will be setbacks, and there
will be dangers too tremendous for
words. But if we continue the work we
do and continue to stay true to the val-
ues that drive our journey, then the
long arc will eventually rest in place in
the land of Israel and it is a just and
lasting peace that will be at hand.

I yield whatever time I have, and I
yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Illinois.

——
ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. DURBIN. How much time is re-
maining in morning business on the
Democratic side?

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Sixteen minutes.

Mr. DURBIN. I am going to ask con-
sent for an additional 5 minutes on
both sides in morning business, and I
will try to not use it if I can. I ask con-
sent for an additional 5 minutes on
both sides.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent after my remarks
the Senator from Oregon be recognized.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.
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Mr. MCCAIN. Could I amend the
unanimous consent request that I fol-
low Senator WYDEN?

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that on the Republican side, for
their morning  business, Senator
MCcCAIN be recognized first.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————
HEALTH CARE REFORM

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, this
morning the Republican Senate leader,
MiIiTcH MCCONNELL of Kentucky, came
to the floor to talk about health care.
It is a timely conversation among
Members of the Senate about the fu-
ture of this important issue. I know
Senator WYDEN of Oregon is going to
address it as well.

Yesterday, in Chicago, IL, which I
am honored to represent, the President
came to speak to the American Med-
ical Association, a gathering of doctors
from all over the United States, to ad-
dress this same issue. It is an issue of
paramount importance to these med-
ical professionals. They understand, as
we do, that we want to maintain the
best quality health care in the world.
In order to do that, we have to face the
realities of the shortcomings of our
current health care system.

Although we have many of the best
hospitals and doctors and some of the
best technology, we lead the world in
the development of pharmaceuticals,
we also know the cost of this system is
spinning out of control. People feel it;
whether it is individuals buying health
insurance, businesses, governments—
State and local and Federal govern-
ments—all understand that if the cost
of health care continues to rise as it is
currently going up, it will literally
break the bank, not just for the Fed-
eral Government and all the health
care programs we have but for individ-
uals and families and businesses. That
is the reality.

If we do nothing, if we ignore this re-
ality, we are doomed to face a situa-
tion where more and more of the dol-
lars we earn as employees will go to-
ward health care protection and health
care insurance and the protection itself
will diminish each year—because that
is the other reality. As the cost of
health insurance goes up each year, the
coverage goes down.

People know what I am talking
about. When the health insurance com-
pany says we have a great plan for you
but, incidentally, remember the cancer
test you had last year, we will not
cover anything related to cancer in the
future, that is not much when it comes
to insurance or protection or peace of
mind.

They also know that many health in-
surance companies make this a deadly
game of a battle between what your
doctor says you need and what some
insurance company bureaucrat is going
to negotiate. You end up on the phone
with some clerk in a distant location
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