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news broadcasts, and cancelling of foreign
press credentials;

Whereas websites and blogs have been
blocked in Iran, including social networking
sites such as Facebook and Twitter;

Whereas numerous Iranian journalists
have been arrested, detained, imprisoned, or
assaulted since June 12;

Whereas foreign journalists have been pre-
vented from covering street demonstrations,
confined to their hotels, and told their visas
would not be renewed;

Whereas non-Iranian government news
services, including the Associated Press,
have been told they may not distribute
Farsi-language reports;

Whereas Iranian journalists were in-
structed by the Government of Iran to report
solely from their offices;

Whereas on June 13, the leading mobile
phone operator in Iran, the government-
owned Telecommunication Company of Iran,
was suspended for over 24 hours;

Whereas short message service (SMS) in
Iran has been blocked, preventing text mes-
sage communications and blocking internet
sites that utilize such services;

Whereas on June 14, an Al-Arabiya cor-
respondent was instructed by the Iranian
Ministry of Information to change a story
and its Tehran bureau was subsequently
closed;

Whereas shortwave and medium wave
transmissions of the Farsi-language Radio
Free Europe/Radio Liberty’s (RFE/RL) Radio
Farda have been partially jammed since
June 12; and

Whereas satellite broadcasts, including
those of the Voice of America’s Persian News
Networkand the British Broadcasting Cor-
poration (BBC), have been intermittently
jammed since late May: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) respects the sovereignty, proud history,
and rich culture of the Iranian people;

(2) respects the universal values of freedom
of speech and freedom of the press in Iran
and throughout the world;

(3) supports the Iranian people as they
take steps to peacefully express their voices,
opinions, and aspirations;

(4) supports the Iranian people seeking ac-
cess to news and other forms of information;

(56) condemns the detainment, imprison-
ment, and intimidation of all journalists, in
Iran and elsewhere throughout the world;

(6) supports journalists who take great risk
to report on political events in Iran, includ-
ing those surrounding the presidential elec-
tion;

(7) supports the efforts of the Broadcasting
Board of Governors (BBG) to provide credible
news and information within Iran through
the Voice of America’s (VOA) 24-hour tele-
vision station Persian News Network, and
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty’s (RFE/RL)
Radio Farda 24-hour radio station; and

(8) condemns acts of censorship, intimida-
tion, and other restrictions on freedom of
the press, freedom of speech, and freedom of
expression in Iran and throughout the world.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  197—CON-
GRATULATING THE MEN AND
WOMEN OF THE NATIONAL AR-
CHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINIS-
TRATION ON OCCASION OF ITS
75TH ANNIVERSARY

Mr. CARPER (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. ALEXANDER,
Mr. VOINOVICH, Mr. BURRIS, Mr. LEVIN,
Mr. WEBB, Mr. WARNER, Mr. CORNYN,
and Mr. AKAKA) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

S. RES. 197

Whereas the National Archives was estab-
lished by Congress in 1934 to centralize Fed-
eral recordkeeping;

Whereas the National Archives, now called
the National Archives and Records Adminis-
tration (in this resolution referred to as
“NARA”), serves democracy in the United
States by ensuring that United States citi-
zens can discover, use, and trust the records
of the United States Government;

Whereas NARA has grown from one build-
ing along the National Mall to 38 facilities
nationwide, from Atlanta to Anchorage;

Whereas NARA administers regional ar-
chives, Federal records centers, Presidential
libraries, the Federal Register, and the Na-
tional Historical Publications and Records
Commission;

Whereas the Rotunda for the Charters of
Freedom serves as the permanent home of
the Declaration of Independence, the Con-
stitution, and the Bill of Rights and makes
these founding documents available to more
than 1,000,000 visitors each year;

Whereas the first issue of the Federal Reg-
ister was published on March 16, 1936, and the
Federal Register has not missed a publica-
tion date since, providing orderly publica-
tion of the official actions of the Federal
Government;

Whereas the Electronic Records Archives
is laying the foundation for preserving and
providing public access to historically valu-
able electronic records, ranging from vast,
complex databases to documents that detail
the making of foreign and domestic policies;

Whereas the Presidential libraries are
great treasures of the United States, serving
as repositories and preserving and making
accessible the papers, records, and other his-
torical materials of Presidents of the United
States;

Whereas the National Personnel Records
Center serves as the official repository for
records of military personnel, responding to
2,000,000 requests a year by veterans and
their families for documents to verify mili-
tary service;

Whereas the Information Security and
Oversight Office is responsible to the Presi-
dent for policy and oversight of the Govern-
ment-wide security classification system and
the National Industrial Security Program;

Whereas the National Historical Publica-
tions and Records Commission promotes the
preservation and use of the documentary
heritage of the United States, which is essen-
tial to understanding the democracy, his-
tory, and culture of the United States, by
providing grants in support of the archives of
the United States and for projects to edit
and publish non-Federal historical records of
national importance;

Whereas NARA holds records, in the Na-
tional Archives Building and its regional fa-
cilities across the country, that allow natu-
ralized citizens to claim their rights of citi-

zenship;
Whereas NARA works with Federal agen-
cies, researchers, genealogists, lawyers,

scholars, and authors to respond to their
evolving needs, requirements, and methods;

Whereas NARA provides records manage-
ment training, enhances reference services,
works with partners to digitize its holdings,
and improves access to the records of the
United States;

Whereas NARA provides, through its Inter-
net site, easy and convenient public access
to many of the most important and most re-
quested historic documents and valuable
databases of the United States; and

Whereas inscribed on the facade of the Na-
tional Archives Building are Shakespeare’s
words, ‘“What is past is prologue’, which
aptly describe the records of the past pre-
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served by NARA as the groundwork for the
future: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the men and women of
the National Archives and Records Adminis-
tration on the occasion of its 75th anniver-
sary;

(2) understands the vital role that records
play in a democracy;

(3) recognizes the service that NARA has
given to the democracy of the United States
by protecting and preserving the records of
the United States Government; and

(4) commends the efforts by NARA to sup-
port democracy, promote civic education,
and facilitate historical understanding of the
national experience.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 198—OBSERV-

ING THE HISTORICAL SIGNIFI-
CANCE OF JUNETEENTH INDE-
PENDENCE DAY

Mr. BURRIS (for himself, Mr.
BROWNBACK, Mr. LEVIN, Mrs.
HUTCHISON, and Mrs. GILLIBRAND) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 198

Whereas news of the end of slavery did not
reach frontier areas of the United States,
and in particular the southwestern States,
for more than 2% years after President Lin-
coln’s Emancipation Proclamation, which
was issued on January 1, 1863, and months
after the conclusion of the Civil War;

Whereas, on June 19, 1865, Union soldiers
led by Major General Gordon Granger ar-
rived in Galveston, Texas with news that the
Civil War had ended and that the enslaved
were free;

Whereas African-Americans who had been
slaves in the Southwest celebrated June 19,
commonly known as ‘‘Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day’’, as the anniversary of their eman-
cipation;

Whereas African-Americans from the
Southwest continue the tradition of cele-
brating Juneteenth Independence Day as in-
spiration and encouragement for future gen-
erations;

Whereas for more than 140 years,
Juneteenth Independence Day celebrations
have been held to honor African-American
freedom while encouraging self-development
and respect for all cultures;

Whereas although Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day is beginning to be recognized as a
national, and even global, event, the history
behind the celebration should not be forgot-
ten; and

Whereas the faith and strength of char-
acter demonstrated by former slaves remains
an example for all people of the United
States, regardless of background, religion, or
race: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) the Senate—

(A) recognizes the historical significance of
Juneteenth Independence Day to the Nation;

(B) supports the continued celebration of
Juneteenth Independence Day to provide an
opportunity for the people of the United
States to learn more about the past and to
understand better the experiences that have
shaped the Nation; and

(C) encourages the people of the United
States to observe Juneteenth Independence
Day with appropriate ceremonies, activities,
and programs; and

(2) it is the sense of the Senate that—

(A) the celebration of the end of slavery is
an important and enriching part of the his-
tory and heritage of the United States; and
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