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States by ensuring that United States citi-
zens can discover, use, and trust the records
of the United States Government;

Whereas NARA has grown from one build-
ing along the National Mall to 38 facilities
nationwide, from Atlanta to Anchorage;

Whereas NARA administers regional ar-
chives, Federal records centers, Presidential
libraries, the Federal Register, and the Na-
tional Historical Publications and Records
Commission;

Whereas the Rotunda for the Charters of
Freedom serves as the permanent home of
the Declaration of Independence, the Con-
stitution, and the Bill of Rights and makes
these founding documents available to more
than 1,000,000 visitors each year;

Whereas the first issue of the Federal Reg-
ister was published on March 16, 1936, and the
Federal Register has not missed a publica-
tion date since, providing orderly publica-
tion of the official actions of the Federal
Government;

Whereas the Electronic Records Archives
is laying the foundation for preserving and
providing public access to historically valu-
able electronic records, ranging from vast,
complex databases to documents that detail
the making of foreign and domestic policies;

Whereas the Presidential libraries are
great treasures of the United States, serving
as repositories and preserving and making
accessible the papers, records, and other his-
torical materials of Presidents of the United
States;

Whereas the National Personnel Records
Center serves as the official repository for
records of military personnel, responding to
2,000,000 requests a year by veterans and
their families for documents to verify mili-
tary service;

Whereas the Information Security and
Oversight Office is responsible to the Presi-
dent for policy and oversight of the Govern-
ment-wide security classification system and
the National Industrial Security Program;

Whereas the National Historical Publica-
tions and Records Commission promotes the
preservation and use of the documentary
heritage of the United States, which is essen-
tial to understanding the democracy, his-
tory, and culture of the United States, by
providing grants in support of the archives of
the United States and for projects to edit
and publish non-Federal historical records of
national importance;

Whereas NARA holds records, in the Na-
tional Archives Building and its regional fa-
cilities across the country, that allow natu-
ralized citizens to claim their rights of citi-
zenship;

Whereas NARA works with Federal agen-
cies, researchers, genealogists, lawyers,
scholars, and authors to respond to their
evolving needs, requirements, and methods;

Whereas NARA provides records manage-
ment training, enhances reference services,
works with partners to digitize its holdings,
and improves access to the records of the
United States;

Whereas NARA provides, through its Inter-
net site, easy and convenient public access
to many of the most important and most re-
quested historic documents and valuable
databases of the United States; and

Whereas inscribed on the facade of the Na-
tional Archives Building are Shakespeare’s
words, ‘“What is past is prologue’, which
aptly describe the records of the past pre-
served by NARA as the groundwork for the
future: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the men and women of
the National Archives and Records Adminis-
tration on the occasion of its 75th anniver-
sary;

(2) understands the vital role that records
play in a democracy;
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(3) recognizes the service that NARA has
given to the democracy of the United States
by protecting and preserving the records of
the United States Government; and

(4) commends the efforts by NARA to sup-
port democracy, promote civic education,
and facilitate historical understanding of the
national experience.

———————

OBSERVING THE HISTORICAL SIG-
NIFICANCE OF JUNETEENTH
INDEPENDENCE DAY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent to proceed to S. Res. 198.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 198), observing the
historical significance of Juneteenth Inde-
pendence Day.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, this week
people all across the Nation are engag-
ing in the oldest known celebration of
the ending of slavery. It was in June of
1865, that the Union soldiers landed in
Galveston, TX, with the news that the
war had ended and that slavery finally
had come to an end in the United
States. This was 21% years after the
Emancipation Proclamation, which
had become official January 1, 1863.
This week and specifically on June 19,
we celebrate what is known as
“Juneteenth Independence Day.” It
was on this date, June 19, that slaves in
the Southwest finally learned of the
end of slavery. Although passage of the
thirteenth amendment in January 1863,
legally abolished slavery, many Afri-
can Americans remained in servitude
due to the delayed dissemination of
this news across the country.

Since that time, over 145 years ago,
the descendants of slaves have observed
this anniversary of emancipation as a
remembrance of one of the most tragic
periods of our Nation’s history. The
suffering, degradation and brutality of
slavery cannot be repaired, but the
memory can serve to ensure that no
such inhumanity is ever perpetrated
again on American soil.

All across America we also celebrate
the many important achievements of
former slaves and their descendants.
We do so because in 1926, Dr. Carter G.
Woodson, son of former slaves, pro-
posed such a recognition as a way of
preserving the history of African
Americans and recognizing the enor-
mous contributions of a people of great
strength, dignity, faith, and convic-
tion—a people who rendered their
achievements for the betterment and
advancement of a nation once lacking
in humanity towards them. Every Feb-
ruary, nationwide, we celebrate Afri-
can American History Month. And,
every year on June 19, we celebrate
“Juneteenth Independence Day.”’

Lerone Bennett, editor, writer and
lecturer has reflected on the life and
times of Dr. Woodson. Bennett tells us
that one of the most inspiring and in-
structive stories in African American
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history is the story of Woodson’s strug-
gle and rise from the coal mines of
West Virginia to the summit of aca-
demic achievement:

At 17, the young man who was called by
history to reveal Black history was an untu-
tored coal miner. At 19, after teaching him-
self the fundamentals of English and arith-
metic, he entered high school and mastered
the four-year curriculum in less than two
years. At 22, after two-thirds of a year at
Berea College [in Kentucky], he returned to
the coal mines and studied Latin and Greek
between trips to the mine shafts. He then
went on to the University of Chicago, where
he received bachelor’s and master’s degrees,
and Harvard University, where he became
the second Black to receive a doctorate in
history. The rest is history—Black history.

In keeping with the spirit and the vi-
sion of Dr. Carter G. Woodson, I would
like to pay tribute to two courageous
women, claimed by my home State of
Michigan, who played significant roles
in addressing American injustice and
inequality. These are two women of dif-
ferent times who would change the
course of history.

The contributions of Sojourner
Truth, who helped lead our country out
of the dark days of slavery, and Rosa
Parks whose dignified leadership
sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott
and the start of the civil rights move-
ment are indelibly etched in the chron-
icle of the history of this nation. More-
over, they are viewed with distinction
and admiration throughout the world.

Sojourner Truth, though unable to
read or write, was considered one of the
most eloquent and noted spokespersons
of her day on the inhumanity and im-
morality of slavery. She was a leader
in the abolitionist movement, and a
ground breaking speaker on behalf of
equality for women. Michigan recently
honored her with the dedication of the
Sojourner Truth Memorial Monument,
which was unveiled in Battle Creek,
MI, on September 25, 1999. In April 2009,
Sojourner Truth became the first Afri-
can American woman to be memorial-
ized with a bust in the U.S. Capitol.
The ceremony to unveil Truth’s like-
ness was appropriately held in Emanci-
pation Hall at the Capitol Visitor Cen-
ter. I was pleased to cosponsor the leg-
islation to make this fitting tribute
possible. Sojourner Truth lived in
Washington, DC for several years, help-
ing slaves who had fled from the South
and appearing at women’s suffrage
gatherings. She returned to Battle
Creek in 1875, and remained there until
her death in 1883. Sojourner Truth
spoke from her heart about the most
troubling issues of her time. A testa-
ment to Truth’s convictions is that her
words continue to speak to us today.

On May 4, 1999, legislation was en-
acted which authorized the President
of the United States to award the Con-
gressional Gold Medal to Rosa Parks. 1
was pleased to coauthor this tribute to
Rosa Parks—the gentle warrior who
decided that she would no longer tol-
erate the humiliation and demoraliza-
tion of racial segregation on a bus. I
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was also pleased to coauthor legisla-
tion directing the Architect of the Cap-
itol to commission a statue of Rosa
Parks, which will be placed in the U.S.
Capitol, making her the second African
American woman to receive such an
honor.

Her personal bravery and self-sac-
rifice are remembered with reverence
and respect by us all. Over 55 years
ago, in Montgomery, AL, the modern
civil rights movement began when
Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat
and move to the back of the bus. The
strength and spirit of this courageous
woman captured the consciousness of
not only the American people, but the
entire world. The boycott which Rosa
Parks began was the beginning of an
American revolution that elevated the
status of African Americans nation-
wide and introduced to the world a
young leader who would one day have a
national holiday declared in his honor,
the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.

Mr. President, we have come a long
way toward achieving justice and
equality for all. We still however have
work to do. In the names of Rosa
Parks, Sojourner Truth, Dr. Carter G.
Woodson, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
and many others, let us rededicate our-
selves to continuing the struggle and
the struggle for human rights.

In closing, I would like to pay tribute
to the Juneteenth directors and event
coordinators throughout my State of
Michigan. They have worked tirelessly
in the planning of intergenerational ac-
tivities in celebration of Juneteenth.
Ms. Marilyn Plumber is heading up
three events in Lansing, MI, this week
and coordinators in Flint, Detroit,
Saginaw, and other areas around the
State are observing Juneteenth
through a wide range of programs over
several days.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motions to reconsider be laid upon
the table, that there be no intervening
action or debate, and any statements
related to this resolution be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 198

Whereas news of the end of slavery did not
reach frontier areas of the United States,
and in particular the southwestern States,
for more than 2% years after President Lin-
coln’s Emancipation Proclamation, which
was issued on January 1, 1863, and months
after the conclusion of the Civil War;

Whereas, on June 19, 1865, Union soldiers
led by Major General Gordon Granger ar-
rived in Galveston, Texas with news that the
Civil War had ended and that the enslaved
were free;

Whereas African-Americans who had been
slaves in the Southwest celebrated June 19,
commonly known as ‘‘Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day’’, as the anniversary of their eman-
cipation;

198) was
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Whereas African-Americans from the
Southwest continue the tradition of cele-
brating Juneteenth Independence Day as in-
spiration and encouragement for future gen-
erations;

Whereas for more than 140 years,
Juneteenth Independence Day celebrations
have been held to honor African-American
freedom while encouraging self-development
and respect for all cultures;

Whereas although Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day is beginning to be recognized as a
national, and even global, event, the history
behind the celebration should not be forgot-
ten; and

Whereas the faith and strength of char-
acter demonstrated by former slaves remains
an example for all people of the United
States, regardless of background, religion, or
race: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) the Senate—

(A) recognizes the historical significance of
Juneteenth Independence Day to the Nation;

(B) supports the continued celebration of
Juneteenth Independence Day to provide an
opportunity for the people of the United
States to learn more about the past and to
understand better the experiences that have
shaped the Nation; and

(C) encourages the people of the United
States to observe Juneteenth Independence
Day with appropriate ceremonies, activities,
and programs; and

(2) it is the sense of the Senate that—

(A) the celebration of the end of slavery is
an important and enriching part of the his-
tory and heritage of the United States; and

(B) history should be regarded as a means
for understanding the past and solving the
challenges of the future.

————

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, JUNE 22,
2009

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate
completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 2 p.m. on Monday, June 22;
that following the prayer and the
pledge, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the morning hour be
deemed to have expired, the time for
the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and there then be
a period of morning business for 1 hour,
with the time equally divided and con-
trolled between the two leaders or
their designees, with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each; that following morning
business, the Senate resume consider-
ation of Calendar No. 71, S. 1023, the
Travel Promotion Act of 2009. Further,
I ask that the time between 4:30 and
5:30 be equally divided and controlled
between the two leaders or their des-
ignees, and that the cloture vote on the
Dorgan amendment occur at 5:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the filing deadline
for first-degree amendments be 3:30
p.m. on Monday.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
PROGRAM

Mr. REID. Mr. President, because we
were unable to reach agreement to
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begin the amendment process on the
travel legislation, I filed cloture on the
Dorgan amendment, as I have just an-
nounced, and the underlying bill in
order to move along the process. We
hope to be able to reach agreement on
amendments prior to the cloture vote
on Monday.

———————

COMMENDING SENATOR MERKLEY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, it is now
approaching 4 o’clock. The Presiding
Officer has been in that chair since
noon. That is a long time. I have sat
there for a while but never as long as
the Senator has—3 hours 40 minutes.

I have commented in recent days
about the brilliance of the Senator
from Oregon and the speech he gave on
health care. There have been a lot of
good speeches, but no one has given a
better, more informative speech than
the Senator from Oregon. I say that
without any qualification.

The people from Oregon are fortunate
to have the Senator from Oregon, JEFF
MERKLEY. He is a wonderful human
being, I say to everybody in Oregon—so
well prepared, and he has extremely
difficult committee assignments,
which he handles with such confidence
and grace. I appreciate very much the
work he does for the State of Oregon
and for our country.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
JUNE 22, AT 2 P.M.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that
the Senate adjourn under the previous
order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 3:40 p.m., adjourned until Monday,
June 22, 2009, at 2 p.m.

————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
THE JUDICIARY

JOSEPH A. GREENAWAY, JR., OF NEW JERSEY, TO BE
UNITED STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE THIRD CIR-
CUIT, VICE SAMUEL A. ALITO, JR., ELEVATED.

BEVERLY BALDWIN MARTIN, OF GEORGIA, TO BE
UNITED STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE ELEVENTH
CIRCUIT, VICE R. LANIER ANDERSON, III, RETIRED.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

CRAIG E. HOOKS, OF KANSAS, TO BE AN ASSISTANT AD-
MINISTRATOR OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY, VICE LUIS LUNA, RESIGNED.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

MARK HENRY GITENSTEIN, OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO ROMANTIA.

———————

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate, Friday, June 19, 2009:
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

RAND BEERS, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO BE
UNDER SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECU-
RITY.

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

CATHERINE RADFORD ZOI, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE AN
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF ENERGY (ENERGY, EFFI-
CIENCY, AND RENEWABLE ENERGY).
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