June 24, 2009

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

E1547

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. LEONARD LANCE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 24, 2009

Mr. LANCE. Madam Speaker, pursuant to
the Republican Leadership standards on ear-
marks, | am submitting the following informa-
tion regarding earmarks | received as part of
H.R.—the Homeland Security Appropriations
Act, 2010:

Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA), State and Local Programs—Emer-
gency Operations Center, Union County, NJ.
The entity to receive funding for this project is:

County of Union, One Elizabethtown Plaza,
Elizabeth, NJ 07207.

The funding would be used to expand the
capabilities of the Union County Emergency
Operations Center to connect with each mu-
nicipal police, fire and emergency manage-
ment office, and also to serve as a redundant
center to Union County Fire Mutual Aid and all
2 municipal departments during an emer-
gency.

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. MARIO DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 24, 2009

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of
Madam Speaker, | submit the following:

Requesting Member: Representative MARIO
DIAZ-BALART (FL—-25)

Bill Number: H.R. 2892

Account: Predisaster Mitigation

Name of Requesting Entity: Jackson Health
System

Address of Requesting Entity: 1611
12th Avenue, Miami, FL 33136

Description of Request: | have secured
$500,000 for the Jackson Health System Hur-
ricane Mitigation Structural Reinforcement Ini-
tiative. This funding will be used for Jackson
Health System (JHS), operated by Miami-
Dade County’s Public Health Trust and is the
county’s sole public health system; the primary
provider for the county’s indigent and unin-
sured and its sole trauma center. At its center
is Jackson Memorial Hospital (JMH), one of
the nation’s busiest (based on # of admis-
sions) and largest (1,567 beds) with average
annual occupancy levels consistently over
90%. When a hurricane warning is issued,
JHS serves as an emergency evacuation shel-
ter for medically at risk individuals (with limited
family members).

The number of psychiatric emergency
issues countywide increases and presents at
JHS. Employees are required to remain in
place until they are relieved, which is often
after storm conditions pass. These factors
contribute to hurricane related occupancy lev-
els that are considerably higher than normal

Florida.
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levels of operation. Miami-Dade County’s geo-
graphic location places the area at risk for
many natural and societal hazards. Situated in
the south eastern most part of Florida the area
is marked by flat topography, low land ele-
vations and high groundwater tables in the
Biscayne aquifer. Over the last one hundred
years, 33 hurricanes and tropical storms have
approached within 75 miles of Miami-Dade
County. Of these, 9 have been a category 3
or higher intensity storm. Given that the phys-
ical demographics of the almost 2.3 million
residents of Miami-Dade County inhabit the
eastern most 20 miles of coastline, it is the
most populated areas that suffer the maximum
impact of storms. In 2004, Florida had a
record breaking hurricane season with four
major disaster declarations, Hurricane Char-
ley, Hurricane Frances, Hurricane Ivan, and
Hurricane Jeanne. In 2005, Florida again suf-
fered from an extreme season with four major
disaster declarations: Hurricane Dennis, Hurri-
cane Katrina, Hurricane Rita, and Hurricane
Wilma. Florida consistently has the greatest
risk for a direct hit by a hurricane of any other
location in the United States. Additionally, it is
subject to several other threats such as ex-
treme tropical thunderstorms, sudden tornados
and high trade winds and has the highest oc-
currences of severe lightning activity. Given
the anticipated demands placed on the Ryder
Trauma Center in the event of a direct hit of
a high category storm, it is imperative that the
building be structurally safe, adequately se-
cured, and operationally functional. This fund-
ing will be used to structurally reinforce and
fortify the trauma center through an exterior
skin upgrade. The current construction is un-
suitable for a threat of a higher category
storm. This is a tremendous vulnerability for
the County’s only trauma center. As the most
critical facility in all of Miami-Dade County, it
is imperative that JHS fortify the building to
ensure uninterrupted operations.This project is
wholly consistent with Federal and agency
missions to provide pre-disaster mitigation as-
sistance to critical public entities who serve as
vital providers of emergency services. The fre-
quency and foreseeable nature of natural dis-
asters striking densely populated Miami-Dade
County make the project a natural priority for
federal participation in protecting a safety-net
institution such as the Ryder Trauma Center.

———

THANKING AND CONGRATULATING
GEORGE A. DALLEY, CHIEF OF
STAFF TO MY OFFICE, ON HIS
RETIREMENT FROM THE HILL

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 24, 2009

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to commend a dear friend and colleague,
George Albert Dalley, on an illustrious public
service career spanning 30 years in federal
government, private practice, international af-

fairs, and presidential politics. With a razor-
sharp intellect, unmatched mettle and grit, and
an undeniable warmth and grace that has
made him a beloved figure on the Hill, George
returned as my Chief of Staff and Counsel in
2001—his third stint in that capacity—and will
this month retire after a successful tenure.

But George is more than just a co-worker to
me. We have maintained a personal and
working relationship for the larger part of my
political life that has proved abundantly edi-
fying and rewarding. The many who have met
and been touched by George and his life’s
work can attest that he is equal parts strong
mind and ample heart, a kind soul who cares
deeply about the issues of the day and their
impact on everyday people—in America and
across the globe.

Born in Havana, Cuba, to Jamaican parents
in 1941, George immigrated to New York City
and became a naturalized citizen, attending
the prestigious Columbia University where he
earned three degrees: an undergraduate de-
gree, a master's in business administration,
and a juris doctorate. He is a member of the
Bars of the District of Columbia, New York,
and the U.S. Supreme Court, serves as a
member of the Council on Foreign Relations,
and is on the Board of Directors for the Apollo
Theatre Foundation and for Africare as Chair.

Between 1989 and up until he rejoined my
staff in 2001, he practiced in the areas of leg-
islative, administrative, and international law.
As a former partner at Holland and Knight, he
represented the interests of foreign govern-
ments—from Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica,
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras, and Nica-
ragua to Senegal, the Cote d’lvoire, Kenya,
Mali, and Botswana—before the federal gov-
ernment, Congress, and multilateral financial
institutions.

He sought to bring economic development
to Africa and the Caribbean, working tirelessly
to spur private investment in the two regions
and working closely with me in securing pas-
sage of the African Growth and Opportunity
Act and the enhancement of the Caribbean
Basin Initiative. As a founding member of the
Corporate Council on Africa and as a former
U.S. counsel to the African Business Round
Table, he promoted greater understanding of
the opportunities for successful investment in
the private sectors of African nations.

George played an integral, central role in
getting Congress to deny tax preferences to
companies doing business in apartheid South
Africa—a move that hugely undermined that
government and was reportedly one of the
most influential sanctions in bringing that sys-
tem down.

Aside from his loyal and dedicated service
with me in the early 1970s, mid-1980s, and
2000s, George has served in senior-level
posts in our government: as Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for International Organiza-
tions Affairs, responsible for U.S. policy on
human rights and social issues in the United
Nations; as an appointed member of the U.S.
Civil Aeronautics Board, advancing the de-
regulation of the airline industry in the admin-
istration of President Jimmy Carter; as Deputy
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Director of the Mondale for President cam-
paign.

He is an unabashed lover of people; of poli-
tics, policy and law; and of course, of his be-
loved New York Yankees. He and his late
wife, Pearl Elizabeth Love, were a remarkable
and loving couple, having raised two great
sons, Jason and Benjamin, who have in turn
given George two young and vivacious grand-
children, Lilah Pearl and Reid. George has
served this country superbly well over the
course of his career, and America is the better
for it. His insight and guidance will be missed
in my office and in offices throughout the Hill,
but his dynamic spirit and sense of purpose
we take with us as our motivation and driving
force.

We thank him for his incredible service, his
devoted friendship, and wish him many bless-
ings going forward.

———

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 2009

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in support of the H.R. 2918, and | com-
mend Chairwoman WASSERMAN SCHULTZ for
crafting a bill that acknowledges the impor-
tance of a well-funded legislative branch while
at the same time considers the challenging
economic environment.

The bill provides a modest increase for the
Government Accountability Office, which |
would like to see increased, possibly in con-
ference with the Senate. A robust and healthy
GAO is vital if Congress is going to be able to
execute our mandate of rigorous oversight.

| am also glad that the bill addresses the
issue of staff-led tours. I, with my staff, take
great pride in hosting constituents when they
visit Washington, D.C. In years past constitu-
ents have told me and my staff that their staff-
led tour of the Capitol was the highlight of
their trip to the city. | make sure that staff-led
tours are relevant to my constituents, some-
thing that Capitol Tour Guides, while very
knowledgeable, simply cannot do when con-
ducting tours with people from all over the
country.

| am disappointed, however, in the success
of the motion to recommit, which would elimi-
nate funding for the Wheels 4 Wellness pro-
gram. Wheels 4 Wellness was created to give
House staff an alternate mode of transpor-
tation around the Hill campus during the busi-
ness day. As we also prepare to debate cli-
mate change legislation, programs that lessen
our carbon footprint should be encouraged
and supported, not eliminated. | agree with the
Committee Report and with the Chairwoman’s
comments, and | hope to see the short-
comings of the program addressed so that
staff will have access to a stronger and more
viable Wheels 4 Wellness program.
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RECOGNITION OF MUNICIPAL MAY-
ORS AND PRESIDENTS IN THE
8TH DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS

HON. MELISSA L. BEAN

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 24, 2009

Ms. BEAN. Madam Speaker, | submit the
following in recognition for their service as
past municipal mayors and presidents in the
8th District of lllinois:

Bill Gentes, Round Lake

Scott Gifford, Deer Park

Keith Hunt, Hawthorn Woods

Dick Hyde, Waukegan

Tom Hyde, Island Lake

Cindy Irwin, Fox Lake

Dorothy Larson, Antioch

Catherine Mechert, Bartlett

Ted Mueller, Hainsville

Rita Mullins, Paltine

Timothy Perry, Grayslake

Virginia Povidas, Lakemoor

Salvatore Saccomanno, Wauconda

John Tolomei, Lake Zurich.

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 24, 2009

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker,
pursuant to the House Republican standards
on congressionally directed funding, | am sub-
mitting the following information regarding
funding included in H.R. 2892, the Homeland
Security Appropriations Act of 2010.

Requesting Member: Congressman HAROLD
ROGERS

Bill Number: H.R. 2892

Account: Federal Emergency Management
Agency—Emergency Operations Center

Legal Name of Recipient: Kentucky Division
of Emergency Management

Address of Recipient: 100 Minuteman Park-
way, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Description of Request: Funding in the
amount of $500,000 will be used to assist with
planning and construction of a building addi-
tion to the existing Kentucky Emergency Oper-
ations Center (7,126 sq ft.) which was built in
1975. Staff are currently scattered across
Frankfort in three different locations as far as
8 miles apart. During disasters, FEMA and
other local, state, and federal partner agencies
have no space available in the existing struc-
ture. The EOC serves as the primary in-state
operations response center for coordination
during an emergency.

Requesting Member: Congressman HAROLD
ROGERS

Bill Number: H.R. 2892

Account: Federal Emergency Management
Agency—Pre-Disaster Mitigation Program

Legal Name of Recipient: Kentucky Division
of Emergency Management

Address of Recipient: 100 Minuteman Park-
way, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Description of Request: The Martin County
Fiscal Court, through the Kentucky Division of
Emergency Management, proposes a stream
improvement project to mitigate the repetitive
damage at Blacklog Fork and Old Route 40 in
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Inez. The County proposes to widen the chan-
nel in key locations and armor eroding banks
for the first two stream miles of Blacklog Fork
(above its confluence with Coldwater Fork).
Roadways and bridges have already been ele-
vated and correction of the drainage problem
will alleviate flooding in this area. The bill in-
cludes $500,000 in planning and construction
funds toward this $700,000 project.

Requesting Member: Congressman HAROLD
ROGERS

Bill Number: H.R. 2892

Account: S&T Research, Development, Ac-
quisition, & Operations

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: National
Institute for Hometown Security, Kentucky

Address of Requesting Entity: 610 Valley
Oak Drive, Suite 1, Somerset, Kentucky 42503

Description of Request: The funding will be
used to continue to provide leadership in dis-
covering and developing community-based
critical infrastructure protection solutions; facili-
tate commercialization; and encourage deploy-
ment. The $10 million FY10 program will help
continue robust research for homeland secu-
rity solutions and build on this successful part-
nership.

Requesting Member: Congressman HAROLD
ROGERS

Bill Number: H.R. 2892

Account: Federal Emergency Management
Agency

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Rural Do-
mestic Preparedness Consortium

Address of Requesting Entity: Eastern Ken-
tucky University, 50 Stratton Bldg., 521 Lan-
caster Blvd., Richmond, Kentucky 40475

Description of Request: This $3 million allo-
cation of FEMA funds will continue robust and
tailor-made homeland security and disaster re-
sponse training to the rural first responder
community. The non-federal grant managing
entity is Eastern Kentucky University (EKU).
EKU manages these grant funds on behalf of
itself and its partner institutions; East Ten-
nessee State University, Johnson City, Ten-
nessee; lowa Central Community College, Ft.
Dodge, lowa; NorthWest Arkansas Community
College, Bentonville, Arkansas; University of
Findlay, Findlay, Ohio and North Carolina
Central University, Durham, North Carolina.
The funding will be used to continue to pro-
vide and deliver training to rural first respond-
ers consistent with the National Preparedness
Goal.

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. MARIO DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 24, 2009

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of
Madam Speaker, | submit the following:

Requesting Member: Representative MARIO
DIAZ-BALART (FL—-25)

Bill Number: H.R.

Account: STAG Water and Wastewater In-
frastructure Project

Name of Requesting Entity: City of Home-
stead

Address of Requesting Entity: 790 N. Home-
stead, FL, 33030

Description of Request: | have secured
$500,000 for the City of Homestead Water
Utility Upgrades. This funding will be used for

Florida.
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