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extraction of the Deepwater procurements
from the Integrated Coast Guard System team
and brought the Lead Systems Integration
functions back in-house.

Additionally, Admiral Blore updated the
Coast Guard’s Major Systems Acquisition
Manual, published an Acquisition Human Cap-
ital Strategic Plan, and developed 30-year air
and surface asset recapitalization plans that
will guide the service’s ongoing effort to effec-
tively plan future capital needs.

| believe that under the leadership of Com-
mandant Thad Allen and Admiral Blore, the
Coast Guard has positioned itself to more ef-
fectively manage its acquisition efforts and to
produce assets that will significantly enhance
the Coast Guard’s mission readiness.

To ensure that these and other needed ac-
quisition management reforms are solidly es-
tablished, | introduced legislation during this
Congress—the Coast Guard Acquisition Re-
form Act of 2009, H.R. 1665—which builds on
and institutionalizes the many reforms that Ad-
miral Blore has introduced.

This measure will strengthen the Coast
Guard’s ability to manage complex acquisition
projects and | look forward to its full consider-
ation and passage by the House.

Admiral Blore has had a long and distin-
guished career in service to our Nation. He is
an accomplished Coast Guard aviator; this fall,
he will relieve Vice Admiral Vivien Crea as the
Coast Guard’s Ancient Albatross—the serv-
ice’s longest-serving active duty aviator.

| know Admiral Blore to be a man of
unyielding integrity who has forthrightly pre-
sented to me and to the Congress the full ex-
tent of the problems he has confronted. | also
know him to be an effective and deliberate
manager who has diligently addressed the
problems he faced and who leaves a modern
acquisition organization that reflects his dedi-
cation to excellence.

| am honored to pay tribute to Admiral Blore
in the United States Congress and on behalf
of the Representatives and staff who have
been fortunate enough to work with him. |
wish him, his wife Vera, his son David, and his
daughter Anna the very best.
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Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate the St. John Missionary Baptist
Church congregation on the recent dedication
of its rebuilt church, restored following a fire
that tragically destroyed the building shortly
after the church’s 100th anniversary celebra-
tion in January of 2006.

At the beginning of the 20th century a group
of men and women, former slaves and sons
and daughters of slaves, began to congregate
and conduct church services in Haywood
County, Tennessee, which | am honored to
represent in this chamber. The first church
building of St. John Missionary Baptist Church
was a small log building erected on land given
to the congregation by Deacon Charlie
Wilkerson and was known as simply St.
John’s “across the river.”
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On November 16, 1904, papers were drawn
up to purchase 33 acres of land from W.H.
Ford approximately one and a half miles from
Dancyville, Tennessee. The deed was filed on
January 20, 1906, with the church paying
$425 for the land. Marion Sweet and William
Graves served as master carpenters for the
new structure, and they, along with the tireless
effort of countless others, laid the foundation
and built a frame structure that served as a
place of worship for numerous years.

Throughout the 20th century, the congrega-
tion continued to grow in number as well as in
presence within West Tennessee and became
known throughout the area for its leadership,
dedication to God and love of fellow man. The
congregation continued to improve the struc-
ture of St. John Missionary Baptist Church
with expanding facilities to aid in worship and
assist with the growing number of
congregants. The frame church was bricked in
the late 1950’s with additions and renovations
through the latter portion of the 20th century.

Tragedy struck on September 20, 2006,
when the building was destroyed by fire.
Undeterred, the congregation held meetings at
Raul’s Funeral Home in Brownsville and soon
began the process of rebuilding their historic
church.

The congregation’s ability to rebuild the
church is both a testament to their dedication
to worship as well as their commitment to
what the church has represented to our com-
munity for more than 100 years. From their
humble beginnings in a small log church build-
ing near the corner of Highway 76 South and
the Qualls Road intersection to the beautiful
church they have just restored, St. John Mis-
sionary Baptist Church has served as a sym-
bol of hope, faith and devotion. We know that
tradition will continue under the leadership of
my friend and an outstanding public servant,
Reverend Johnny W. Shaw.

Madam Speaker, we hope you and our col-
leagues will join me as we congratulate the St.
John Missionary Baptist Church on the dedica-
tion of its new church, and thank members of
the congregation for all they do to help West
Tennessee.
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Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate Sergeant First Class
Blake Simms and Sergeant First Class Chad
Stackpole, winners of the 2009 Best Ranger
Competition, a rigorous contest at Fort
Benning, Ga., between elite two-man teams.

Simms and Stackpole won a home-court
victory, as they hail from Benning’s 4th Rang-
er Training Battalion.

The Best Ranger Competition started out as
a contest between the best two-man teams at
Fort Benning in the early 1980s but quickly ex-
panded Army-wide. It easily rates as one of
the toughest, most physically demanding com-
petitions in the world. Contestants endure ex-
treme demands of their physical, mental and
technical abilities as Rangers, and they must
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deliver at levels that far exceed the expecta-
tions of average soldiers.

Today, the competition pits the best of the
best against each other. It's an honor to sim-
ply win a spot in the contest, making Simms
and Stackpole’s accomplishment all the more
extraordinary. The event lasts three days and
teams face elimination unless they complete
all events, which include marksmanship,
climbing a 60-foot rope and long, wet hikes.
It's easy to see why of the 49 teams that en-
tered only 24 finished all courses.

Both Sergeant First Class Blake Simms and
Sergeant First Class Chad Stackpole have
been awarded many medals, including the
Army Commendation Medal, the Army
Achievement Medal, the Valorous Unit Award
and many others.

Simms, from Columbus, GA, joined the
service after high school in 1999. He has
served one tour in Irag and also participated
in the humanitarian aid to New Orleans fol-
lowing the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.
Simms had competed in the Best Ranger
Competition twice before. He is married with
two children.

Stackpole, from Bowling Green, KY, has
served since 1998 and has deployed to Iraq
twice. He and his wife Andrea have two chil-
dren. Stackpole has competed in the competi-
tion twice with a 5th place finish last year.

Sergeant First Class Blake Simms and Ser-
geant First Class Chad Stackpole have dedi-
cated their lives to the service of this nation
and have dedicated years of their lives to
fighting on the front lines of the war on ter-
rorism in Afghanistan and Iraq. With a com-
bination of hard work, dedication and talent,
they have proven on the field of battle and on
the field of competition that they rank amongst
the best soldiers in the U.S. Army—the great-
est fighting force in the history of the world.

Madam Speaker, | call on the U.S. House of
Representatives to join me and the people of
Georgia’s 3rd Congressional District in hon-
oring the service and applauding the stellar
achievements of Sergeant First Class Blake
Simms and Sergeant First Class Chad
Stackpole. They are a tribute to Fort Benning,
the U.S. Army Rangers, and the United
States.
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Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Madam
Speaker, pursuant to the Republican Leader-
ship standards on earmarks, | am submitting
the following information regarding earmarks |
received as part of the FY 2010 Agriculture,
Rural Development, Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, and Related Agencies Appropriations
Act.

Requesting Member: Congressman GARY
G. MILLER

Bill Number: H.R. 2997

Account: Natural Resources Conservation
Service, Conservation Operations

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Municipal
Water District of Orange County

Address of Requesting Entity: P.O. Box
20895, Fountain Valley, California 92728
Funding Secured: $134,000
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