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Requesting Agency: CA Dpt of Water Re-

sources 
Requesting Agency Address: 3310 El Ca-

mino Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95821 
Recipient: US Army Corps of Engineers 
Recipient Address: USACE; Sacramento 

District, 1325 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 
Amount: $6,700,000 

The project will reduce the possibility of loss 
of life and flood damage by improving the 
levee system protecting the Sacramento Met-
ropolitan area from flooding along the Sac-
ramento and American Rivers. 

This project represents an appropriate use 
of taxpayer funds due to the glaring need to 
bolster flood control systems in the Sac-
ramento Region, specifically with regard to the 
American River Watershed. 

American River Watershed (Folsom Dam 
Modifications), CA 

Requesting Member: DANIEL E. LUNGREN 
Bill Number: H.R. 3183 
Account: Corps of Engineers; Construction 
Requesting Agency: CA Dpt of Water Re-

sources 
Requesting Agency Address: 3310 El Ca-

mino Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95821 
Recipient: US Army Corps of Engineers 
Recipient Address: USACE; Sacramento 

District, 1325 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 
Amount: $66,700,000 

This funding will provide for the design and 
construction of a new spillway at Folsom Dam 
that will reduce the frequency of flooding in 
this major urban area. 

This project represents an appropriate use 
of taxpayer funds due to the glaring need to 
bolster flood control systems in the Sac-
ramento Region, specifically with regard to the 
American River Watershed. 

American River Watershed (Folsom Dam 
Raise & Bridge), CA 

Requesting Member: DANIEL E. LUNGREN 
Bill Number: H.R. 3183 
Account: Corps of Engineers; Construction 
Requesting Agency: CA Dpt of Water Re-

sources 
Requesting Agency Address: 3310 El Ca-

mino Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95821 
Recipient: US Army Corps of Engineers 
Recipient Address: USACE; Sacramento 

District, 1325 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 
Amount: $600,000 

The Folsom Dam Raise project consists of 
the selected 3.5′ raise of Folsom Dam and 
reservoir dikes, reconfiguring the Folsom Dam 
penstocks, ecosystem restoration projects, 
and the construction of a bridge below Folsom 
Dam. 

This project represents an appropriate use 
of taxpayer funds due to the glaring need to 
bolster flood control systems in the Sac-
ramento Region, specifically with regard to the 
American River Watershed. 

South Sacramento County Streams, CA 
Requesting Member: DANIEL E. LUNGREN 
Bill Number: H.R. 3183 
Account: Corps of Engineers; Construction 
Requesting Agency: CA Dpt of Water Re-

sources 
Requesting Agency Address: 3310 El Ca-

mino Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95821 
Recipient: US Army Corps of Engineers 
Recipient Address: USACE; Sacramento 

District, 1325 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 
Amount: $4,750,000 

This public safety project will increase the 
level of flood protection for the highly urban-

ized area of South Sacramento County and 
the City of Sacramento, protecting more than 
100,000 residents. The project will increase 
the level of flood protection from the Morrison 
Creek stream group, from 50 years to over 
200 years. 

This project represents an appropriate use 
of taxpayer funds due to the glaring need to 
bolster flood control systems in the Sac-
ramento Region, specifically with regard to the 
Sacramento River. 

McClellan Nuclear Radiation Center 
Requesting Member: DANIEL E. LUNGREN 
Bill Number: H.R. 3183 
Account: Department of Energy—Nuclear 

Energy 
Requesting Agency: University of California 

at Davis 
Requesting Agency Address: One Shields 

Avenue, Davis, CA 95616 
Amount: $500,000 
This request is to provide funding to replace 

the nation’s current sole domestic source of 
Iodine-125 (I125) production located at the UC 
Davis McClellan Nuclear Radiation Center 
(MNRC). In April 2004, the system experi-
enced its fourth and final failure causing pro-
duction to cease entirely and the system re-
mains inoperable today. 

This project represents an appropriate use 
of taxpayer funds as the McClellan Nuclear 
Radiation Center represents the only domestic 
source of Iodine-125, which is essential in de-
tection and treatment of various types of can-
cer. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. JERRY LEWIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2009 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Madam Speaker, I 
submit the following: 

Requesting Member: Congressman JERRY 
LEWIS 

Bill Number: H.R. 3170 
Project Name: Loma Linda and Grand Ter-

race Connected Communities Infrastructure 
Account: Small Business Administration 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of 

Loma Linda; City of Grand Terrace 
Address of Requesting Entity: City of Loma 

Linda, 25541 Barton Road, Loma Linda, CA 
92354; City of Grand Terrace, 22795 Barton 
Road, Grand Terrace, CA 92313 

Description of Request: Establish a fiber 
optic infrastructure expansion pilot program 
between the City of Loma Linda and the City 
of Grand Terrace’s new business park. The 
pilot will demonstrate how updated and ex-
panded internet access can promote small 
business, create jobs, enhance local competi-
tiveness and provide green alternatives. The 
pilot supports innovative solutions to the dev-
astatingly high regional unemployment rate of 
12.8%. Because private loans are unavailable 
as a result of the credit crunch, the region will 
benefit from this use of federal dollars as the 
initial investment for future expansions. The 
success of this pilot will attract both stimulus 
funding and private investment. Such a pro-
gram can serve as a model for further eco-
nomic development in other similarly dis-
tressed areas across the country. 

Amount: $900,000 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ALBIO SIRES 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2009 

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, I would like to 
state for the record my position on the fol-
lowing vote I missed on July 13, 2009. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on 
rollcall 530 on a motion to adjourn. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2009 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I submit the following: 

Requesting Member: Representative MARIO 
DIAZ-BALART (FL–25) 

Bill Number: H.R. 3183 
Account: Construction 
Name of Requesting Entity: South Florida 

Water Management District 
Address of Requesting Entity: 3301 Gun 

Club Road, West Palm Beach, FL 33406 
Description of Request: I have secured 

$210,239,000 for the South Florida Everglades 
Ecosystem restoration, FL: Central and South-
ern FL (C&SF) Project: Comprehensive Ever-
glades Restoration Plan, FL. This funding will 
be used for the South Florida Everglades 
Ecostem Restoration: Six projects which are 
vital to ongoing Everglades Restoration efforts: 
Picayune Strand—The project involves the 
restoration of natural water flows across 85- 
square miles in western Collier County that 
were previously cleared for a residential com-
munity. The project includes construction of 
three pump stations with spreader canals, the 
plugging of 40-miles of canals and the re-
moval of 227-miles of roads. Levees will be in-
stalled, as required, to provide flood protection 
for adjacent private properties that would be 
impacted by the project. ($56 million) Indian 
River Lagoon—The project will include a 
3,400-acres above-ground reservoir to capture 
local basin runoff with 6,300-acres of storm 
water Treatment Areas. The project will de-
crease the excessive water flows into the St. 
Lucie Estuary, improve the water quality by 
treating the water entering the Estuary and 
provide water supplies for the environmental 
and human needs of the area. ($75 million) 
Site 1 Impoundment—This project involves 
construction of an approximately 1,600-acre 
impoundment where water will be pumped 
from the Hillsboro Canal. The project will cap-
ture and store the excess surface water runoff 
from the Hillsboro Watershed as well as re-
leases from the Loxahatchee National Wildlife 
Refuge and Lake Okeechobee. The project 
will allow more natural, desirable and con-
sistent water levels within the Refuge as well 
as benefit estuaries downstream ($27 million) 
C–111 Spreader Canal—This project is lo-
cated adjacent to Everglades National Park 
and is part of the South Dade County portion 
of the Central and Southern Florida (C&SF). 
The project goal is to create a hydrologic ridge 
between Everglades National Park and areas 
east that are mostly in agricultural production. 
The project is intended to maintain existing 
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flood protection while restoring natural hydro-
logic conditions in the eastern panhandle of 
Everglades National Park ($20 million) C–51 
design—The project will provide water quality 
benefits to the surrounding areas along with 
Storm water Treatment Area lE ($16 million) 
CERP design—Includes design project agree-
ments, Project Implementation Reports, de-
tailed project design and RECOVER which are 
all essential to ongoing Everglades Restora-
tion efforts ($64 million) The funding would be 
used for six projects which are vital to ongoing 
efforts to restore the historic South Florida 
ecosystem including the Florida Everglades. 
The Florida Everglades are a unique eco-
system that must be preserved for future gen-
erations. 

Requesting Member: Representative MARIO 
DIAZ-BALART (FC–25) 

Bill Number: H.R. 3183 
Account: Science 
Name of Requesting Entity: Florida Inter-

national University 
Address of Requesting Entity: 11200 SW 

8th St, Miami, FL 33199 
Description of Request: I have secured 

$1,000,000 for the state-of-the-Art Large-Scale 
Testing for Wind to Enhance Infrastructure Re-
siliency and Develop Energy-Efficient Build-
ings. This funding will be used for a full-scale 
testing in the WoW facility, supported by the 
enhanced capabilities, will lead to major im-
provements in the performance of infrastruc-
ture and life-line elements, including electrical 
utility and power distribution systems, safer 
nuclear power plants in hurricane-prone re-
gions, and increased community resilience 
under Category 3 and 4 hurricanes. In addi-
tion, by virtue of its unprecedented capabilities 
to simulate natural, turbulent winds, the FIU 
full-scale testing facility will test innovative 
building envelopes capable of massively re-
ducing energy consumption in buildings, re-
ducing GHGs, and improving IEQ. The impact 
of the facility would be enormous. Losses that 
may remain inadequately insured because of 
the excessively large risks they entail could be 
massively reduced by further developing the 
requisite scientific knowledge through full- 
scale experiments conducted in the more pow-
erful and equipt WOW. Thus the requested 
funding would transform WoW the only facility 
in the world capable of testing a wide variety 
of types of structure to promote significant 
mitigation of the vast losses due to hurricanes 
and contribute massively to improving energy 
performance of buildings and reducing GHGs. 
The new capabilities would be a breakthrough 
in enabling quick results and affordable solu-
tions, thereby making major scientific ad-
vancements beneficial to the State and the 
Nation. The research activities will significantly 
enhance the economic and societal well-being 
of the general population and businesses— 
thus promoting hurricane resilient sustainable 
communities. Hurricanes caused more than 
$100 billion in losses in 2005 alone and 
caused more than 1,400 fatalities in 2004–05. 
Infrastructure damage and lifeline disruption 
are severe problems to hurricane prone coast-
al communities. In 2004 and 2005, seven hur-
ricanes struck the coast of Florida causing se-
vere damage to electrical infrastructure. A 
record 3.2 million FPL customers were left 
without electric service as Hurricane Wilma’s 
(2005) winds damaged street lighting, trans-
formers, transmission lines, and substations. 
Wind is also a significant factor affecting build-

ing energy consumption through air leakage, 
while wind accompanied by rain can affect in-
door environment quality (IEQ). Buildings use 
about one-third of the world’s energy. In the 
United States today, the buildings sector ac-
counts for 40% of the primary energy use. The 
use of electric power and heat in the buildings 
sector also accounts for about 40% of the 
U.S. greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs). 
Buildings present one of the best opportunities 
to reduce energy consumption and limit 
GHGs. Florida International University (FIU) 
has developed a one-of-a-kind large-scale 
Wall of Wind (WoW) facility simulating atmos-
pheric turbulent flows and hurricane force 
winds. Currently the focus of WoW research is 
mitigation of damage to residential buildings. 
However, the WoW design allows its use for 
multiple testing of other infrastructural and life- 
line elements. Unfortunately such variety of 
testing is not feasible owing to the lack of the 
instrumentation for measuring aerodynamic, 
aeroelastic, and thermal effects. For this rea-
son this large, expensive, and unique facility is 
severely under-used. The proposed funding 
would allow such WoW instrumentation to 
achieve a transformative testing capability not 
available anywhere else in the world. 

Requesting Member: Representative MARIO 
DIAZ-BALART (FL–25) 

Bill Number: H.R. 3183 
Account: EERE-Building Technologies 
Name of Requesting Entity: City of Home-

stead, FL 
Address of Requesting Entity: 790 N. Home-

stead Blvd, Homestead, FL, 33030 
Description of Request: I have secured 

$500,000 for the City Hall Leadership in En-
ergy and Environmental Design (LEED) Certifi-
cation. This funding will be used for the City 
of Homestead is in the process of replacing its 
aging and inadequate City Hall building with a 
new structurally hardened, energy efficient, 
low carbon emission, and environmentally 
friendly building. This new building, in addition 
to housing all City departments, will also en-
compass Homestead’s new Emergency Oper-
ations Center. The City has requested that the 
designers include features in the design that 
will result in a LEED Silver Certificate. The de-
sign is complete and procurement for con-
struction will start by the end of February 
2009. The total cost of the City Hall project, 
which will employ approximately 60 persons, 
is $30 million of which $1 million is estimated 
for the improvements needed to meet the re-
quirements for LEED Silver Certification. With-
out this funding assistance, Homestead’s 
LEED certification efforts may not be fully real-
ized. This project follows Congress’ and the 
Administration’s stated goals in the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act in areas such 
as: providing immediate job creation, utilization 
of green construction technologies, and pro-
viding energy efficiency cost savings. De-
signed to Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design (LEED) silver standards, the 
new City Hall will serve as a premier example 
of green construction and energy efficiency 
technology in the community. 

Requesting Member: Representative MARIO 
DIAZ-BALART (FL–25) 

Bill Number: H.R. 3183 
Account: Construction 
Name of Requesting Entity: Miami-Dade 

County, FL 
Address of Requesting Entity: 111 NW 1st 

St., Suite 1032, Miami, FL 33128 

Description of Request: I have secured 
$600,000 for the Miami Harbor Channel 
Dredging. This funding will be used for the 
General Reevaluation Report Implementation, 
Preconstruction, Engineering, and Design for 
the dredging of Miami Harbor. This funding 
was authorized via WRDA 2007 (H.R. 1495) 
for preconstruction, engineering, and design of 
the recommended project. This will address 
the federal share at 100% of the anticipated 
costs for plans and specifications preparation. 
The Army Corps of Engineers Chief of Engi-
neers has recommended the deepening 
project to 50–52 feet and Congress has au-
thorized the project (Title I, Water Resources 
Development Act of 2007). It is essential that 
the Planning, Engineering, and Design (PED) 
begin as soon as possible. Extended delay in 
the proposed dredging improvements could be 
detrimental to the economy of South Florida 
and the nation. Cargo growth at the Port of 
Miami has been phenomenally strong. How-
ever, the industry standard container ship is 
becoming larger, and the Port cannot handle 
the newer ships without deeper channels. In 
addition, the Port has been facing increasing 
competition from foreign ports with existing 
significantly deeper channels and faces the 
real threat of losing business to foreign ports 
(such as Freeport). The targeted population in-
cludes the ships/commerce currently utilizing 
the Port of Miami and future business which 
will be generated as a consequence of larger 
vessels being able to utilize the Port of Miami. 
Port of Miami growth will benefit the citizens of 
Miami-Dade County, South Florida and the na-
tion. Miami Harbor is a major economic force 
for the County, South Florida and the nation. 
The Port of Miami is one of the nation’s 
strongest economic engines, accounting for 
over 98,000 jobs and $12 billion in annual 
economic impact. It is the State of Florida’s 
top container port and one of the largest in the 
nation 

Requesting Member: Representative MARIO 
DIAZ-BALART (FL–25) 

Bill Number: H.R. 3183 
Account: O&M 
Name of Requesting Entity: Miami-Dade 

County, FL 
Address of Requesting Entity: 111 NW 1st 

St., Suite 1032, Miami, FL 33128 
Description of Request: I have secured 

$777,000 for the Miami River Dredging. This 
funding will be used for the final phase of the 
Miami River Dredging Project to restore au-
thorized depth and width to the navigation 
channel. This project, funded by the US Army 
Corps of Engineers with a coalition of local 
sponsors led by Miami-Dade County, removes 
contaminated sediments from the Miami River, 
Florida’s 4th largest port with an economic 
value of $4 billion. Since it was improved for 
navigation in the 1930s, the river has never 
received comprehensive maintenance dredg-
ing. Sediments have accumulated in the fed-
eral channel making it narrower and shallower, 
thereby limiting activities of freighters that uti-
lize ship terminals along the river. The sedi-
ments do not meet federal criteria for ocean 
disposal, so they must be disposed of at an 
upland site. Dredging and disposal of the con-
taminated dredged materials improve naviga-
tion and enhance the environmental quality of 
the river and downstream portions of Biscayne 
Bay, an outstanding Florida water body. Sedi-
ments have accumulated in the margins of the 
federal channel making it narrower and 
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shallower, thereby limiting activities of freight-
ers that utilize ship terminals along the river. 
Dredging and disposal of the contaminated 
sediments is expected to improve navigation 
and enhance the environmental quality of the 
Miami River and downstream portions of Bis-
cayne Bay. The target population includes 
those who use the Miami River for naviga-
tional purposes. Additionally, the positive envi-
ronmental effects from the dredging will be 
beneficial to all of Miami-Dade County’s resi-
dents. This project benefits the environment of 
South Florida because it removes contami-
nated sediment from the Miami River before 
those contaminates enter the Bay. Completion 
of the project will also permit larger commer-
cial vessels to call on the River, thus increas-
ing commerce. Completion of the project will 
also allow the marine related industry to ex-
pand along the River. For example, Merrill 
Stevens, a local boat yard, is planning on add-
ing over 100 new skilled jobs and a training 
center to teach local people the skills required 
to work on large ocean going vessels. This 
project has the support of the Miami-Dade 
County Board of County Commissioners, the 
Mayor of Miami-Dade County, and the Director 
of the County’s Department of Environmental 
Resources Management. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. ROB BISHOP 
OF UTAH 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2009 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to the Republican Leadership standards 
on earmarks, I am submitting the following in-
formation regarding earmarks I received as 
part of H.R. 3183, the Energy and Water De-
velopment and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2010. 

Requesting Member: ROB BISHOP 
Bill number: H.R. 3183 
Account: Water and Related Resources 
Legal name and address of requesting enti-

ty: Weber Basin Water Conservancy District, 
2837 East Highway 193, Layton, UT 84040. 

Description of project: $1,000,000 to con-
duct a feasibility study to enlarge the Arthur V. 
Watkins Dam. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. ROSCOE G. BARTLETT 
MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2009 

Mr. BARTLETT. Madam Speaker, pursuant 
to the Republican Leadership standards on 
earmarks, I am submitting the following infor-
mation regarding earmarks I received as part 
of H.R. 3082—Military Construction and Vet-
erans Affairs Appropriations Act, 2010 

Bill Number: H.R. 3082 
Account: MILCON Army 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Fort 

Detrick 
Address of Requesting Entity: 810 Schreider 

Street, Fort Detrick, Frederick, Maryland 
21702-5000 

Description of Request: This request appro-
priates $7.4 million for the ALT Auditorium and 

Training Center Expansion in Fort Detrick, 
MD. This project is required to meet the di-
rected objectives of Homeland Security Coun-
cil and National Security Council to provide 
meeting and conference space for members of 
the National Interagency Biodefense Campus 
(NIBC). Currently, the USAG is required to 
provide space for the biodefense conferences. 
Fort Detrick cannot provide the required sup-
port to the directed interagency biodefense 
missions as assessed by multiple, inde-
pendent government organizations as well as 
increasing degradation of already inadequate 
community support and space for educational 
services. Fort Detrick is unable to provide high 
demand, highly attended, more secure, Inter-
agency Conferences, human capital enhance-
ment, as well as expanded community serv-
ices. The current auditorium space has inad-
equate standoff and force protection standards 
without completion of this project.–––––– 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2009 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, pursuant to 
the Republican Leadership standards on ear-
marks, I am submitting the following informa-
tion regarding a project for Dover Air Force 
Base included in H.R. 3082, the Fiscal Year 
2010 Military Construction—VA Appropriations 
Act. 

Name of Intended Recipient: Dover Air 
Force Base 

Location: Dover, DE 
Requesting Member: Congressman MICHAEL 

N. CASTLE 
Account: Military Construction, Air Force 
Name of Project: Consolidated Communica-

tions Facility 
Project Description: The current Dover Air 

Force Base communications functions are 
spread among five facilities separated by as 
much as 1.75 miles, which does not meet Air 
Force standards. A comprehensive, integrated 
communications system is impeded by frag-
mented location of related functions. Consoli-
dating these functions into one hardened facil-
ity will improve manpower efficiency by ap-
proximately 25 percent. Consolidation and 
demolition of the old facilities will improve se-
curity and will result in approximately $17,000 
annual energy savings, which benefits the 
U.S. taxpayer. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. LEE TERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2009 

Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, pursuant to 
the Republican Leadership standards on ear-
marks, I am submitting the following informa-
tion regarding an earmark I received as part of 
the Energy and Water Appropriations Bill for 
Fiscal Year 2010. 

My Congressional District received $1.2 mil-
lion to fund alternative energy training and 
solar power research at Creighton University. 
Creighton University is located at 2500 Cali-

fornia Plaza, Omaha, NE 68178. This funding 
will support costs associated with expansion of 
its energy technology training program and the 
establishment of the Research Center for 
Solar Energy that are consistent with the mis-
sion of the Department of Energy—‘‘to 
strengthen America’s energy security, environ-
mental quality, and economic vitality in public- 
private partnerships that 1) enhance energy 
efficiency and productivity, 2) bring clean, reli-
able and affordable energy technologies to the 
marketplace, and 3) make a difference in the 
everyday lives of Americans by enhancing 
their energy choices and their quality of life.’’ 

This new program will take advantage of 
Creighton’s developing leadership in energy 
technology. The new energy technology pro-
gram will create two faculty research labs that 
will be designed as settings for project-based 
and internship-based research settings. Fed-
eral funding will allow the university to offer 
specialized technical training programs in 
photovoltaics and wind energy to create highly 
skilled manpower to provide the expertise to 
develop and implement solar energy. These 
programs will serve the needs of both tradi-
tional and non-traditional students as well as 
addressing training and retraining needs for a 
growing energy sector of the economy. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2009 

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 
Nos. 490, 493, 496, 497, 498, 503, 504, 505, 
506, 507, 509, 510, 511, 512, 513, 516, 519, 
522, 523, 526, 527, and 528, I was absent 
from the House due to illness. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘no.’’ 

f 

HONORING THE 516TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE DISCOVERY OF 
PUERTO RICO 

HON. RON KLEIN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2009 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate the discovery of Puerto 
Rico and the contributions of Puerto Ricans to 
our Nation. 

On November 19th, 1493, five hundred and 
sixteen years ago, Christopher Columbus dis-
covered the island on his second voyage to 
the New World. The island took the name 
Puerto Rico, meaning ‘‘Rich Port,’’ and ever 
since, it has been home to the vibrant culture 
which has enriched American life 

I would like to express my gratitude to the 
Puerto Rican/Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
of Palm Beach and Broward counties for their 
continuing innovation and their role in pre-
serving and promoting Puerto Rican culture. 

In honor of all Puerto Ricans who have 
served, fought, and worked tirelessly to make 
the United States what it is today, the state of 
Florida has recognized this November as Dis-
covery of Puerto Rico Month. 

On this occasion, I commend Puerto Rican- 
Americans for their contributions to American 
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