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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable RO-
LAND W. BURRIS, a Senator from the
State of Illinois.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty God, our help in ages past
and our hope for years to come, thank
You for the demonstrated durability of
our governmental institutions and for
those who serve You faithfully by pre-
serving our freedom. Bless our Sen-
ators as they strive to do Your will.

Lord, manifest Your presence and
power in their daily work so that they
will not become weary in doing good.
Move them toward the deeper dedica-
tion and the higher purpose of pro-
viding hope for the marginalized in our
world. Show them what they can do to
bring about the moral and spiritual re-
newal of this Nation in order to hasten
the coming day of justice and peace in
our world. We pray in the Name of the
King of Kings. Amen.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable ROLAND BURRIS led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, July 14, 2009.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable ROLAND BURRIS, a
Senator from the State of Illinois, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.
ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.

Mr. BURRIS thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
leader remarks, the Senate will be in a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators allowed to speak for up to 10 min-
utes each. The majority will control
the first 30 minutes, the Republicans
will control the final 30 minutes. Fol-
lowing morning business, the Senate
will resume consideration of the De-
partment of Defense authorization bill.

Pending is an amendment dealing
with the airplane, the F-22. That
amendment has been offered by Sen-
ators LEVIN and McCCAIN, the two man-
agers of this bill. The President has in-
dicated if the F-22 language stays in
the bill, he will veto it.

A decision has to be made today as to
how we are going to dispose of this
amendment, either by passing it or by
moving beyond it in some way. We will
recess today from 12:30 until 2:15 to
allow for the weekly policy lunches.

There will be no rollcall votes after 2
or 2:30 today.

————————

HEALTH CARE REFORM

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I think
nearly every one of us has gone to the
doctor and taken home advice to help
us get better or to live healthier.
Maybe at one point in our lives, we
were told, for example, to exercise
more. Maybe we were told to cut some-

thing out of our diet, lose some weight,
add something to it, gain some weight,
change your diet in some way.

Maybe we were prescribed medica-
tion for a short while or for a long
while. People within the sound of my
voice in this Senate Chamber all have
been to doctors, and many are taking
medicine now. It is not always easy to
hear the advice doctors give or to fol-
low the advice they give. It is never
easy to change your lifestyle, even if
you know you will be better in the long
run.

But you also know the risk of not fol-
lowing your doctor’s orders and the
consequences of not taking your medi-
cine. The costs of doing nothing are far
greater. You know that if you do not
do something this time, the news after
your next checkup may even be worse;
it will take even more drastic steps or
more difficult changes to get healthy
again.

Well, America has had its checkup,
and the prognosis is not promising. Our
health care system is sick. It is not
healthy. Our doctor’s orders are very
clear: If we do not start taking better
care of ourselves, it is only going to get
worse. This is the message America
has.

The costs of health care today are
staggering. Families in every part of
Nevada and in every State feel this
every day. But the costs could get
much higher. If we do not act, they will
get worse, much worse, much higher.

If we do not act, they will get higher.

The average American family today
pays twice as much for its health care
then it did a decade ago. If we do not
act, less than a decade from now those
costs will double again. Families are
not making more money, but they are
paying more trying to get healthy and
to stay healthy. If we do not act, less
than a decade from now you will spend
almost half your family’s income on
health care. No one can be expected to
afford that. No one should have to af-
ford that.
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