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On page 161, after line 23, add the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 557. EXPANSION OF SUICIDE PREVENTION
AND COMMUNITY HEALING AND RE-
SPONSE TRAINING UNDER THE YEL-
LOW RIBBON REINTEGRATION PRO-
GRAM.

Section 582 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (Public
Law 110-181; 10 U.S.C. 10101 note) is amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection (h)—

(A) by striking paragraph (3); and

(B) by redesignating paragraphs (4)
through (15) as paragraphs (3) through (14),
respectively; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘(i) SUICIDE PREVENTION AND COMMUNITY
HEALING AND RESPONSE PROGRAM.—

‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—As part of the Yel-
low Ribbon Reintegration Program, the Of-
fice for Reintegration Programs shall estab-
lish a program to provide National Guard
and Reserve members, their families, and
their communities with training in suicide
prevention and community healing and re-
sponse to suicide.

‘‘(2) DESIGN.—In establishing the program
under paragraph (1), the Office for Reintegra-
tion Programs shall consult with—

““(A) persons that have experience and ex-
pertise with combining military and civilian
intervention strategies that reduce risk and
promote healing after a suicide attempt or
suicide death for National Guard and Re-
serve members; and

‘“(B) the adjutant general of each State,
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Guam, and the Virgin Is-
lands.

‘(3) OPERATION.—

‘“(A) SUICIDE PREVENTION TRAINING.—The
Office for Reintegration Programs shall pro-
vide National Guard and Reserve members
with training in suicide prevention. Such
training shall include—

‘(i) describing the warning signs for sui-
cide and teaching effective strategies for pre-
vention and intervention;

‘‘(ii) examining the influence of military
culture on risk and protective factors for
suicide; and

‘‘(iii) engaging in interactive case sce-
narios and role plays to practice effective
intervention strategies.

‘(B) COMMUNITY HEALING AND RESPONSE
TRAINING.—The Office for Reintegration Pro-
grams shall provide the families and commu-
nities of National Guard and Reserve mem-
bers with training in responses to suicide
that promote individual and community
healing. Such training shall include—

‘(i) enhancing collaboration among com-
munity members and local service providers
to create an integrated, coordinated commu-
nity response to suicide;

‘‘(ii) communicating best practices for pre-
venting suicide, including safe messaging,
appropriate memorial services, and media
guidelines;

‘‘(iii) addressing the impact of suicide on
the military and the larger community, and
the increased risk that can result; and

‘‘(iv) managing resources to assist key
community and military service providers in
helping the families, friends, and fellow sol-
diers of a suicide victim through the proc-
esses of grieving and healing.

¢“(C) COLLABORATION WITH CENTERS OF EX-
CELLENCE.—The Office for Reintegration Pro-
grams, in consultation with the Defense Cen-
ters of Excellence for Psychological Health
and Traumatic Brain Injury, shall collect
and analyze ‘lessons learned’ and suggestions
from State National Guard and Reserve or-
ganizations with existing or developing sui-
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cide prevention and community
programs.’’.

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

response

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
assume the order is to begin the Repub-
lican 30 minutes of morning business. I
would like to take the first 20 minutes
and be informed when I have 1 minute
left, and Senator GREGG will take the
last 10 minutes. Then the Democratic
time remaining will be reserved for the
Democratic side when they want to use

it.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Thank you, Mr.
President.

———

HEALTH CARE REFORM COST

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, the
President has expressed several times
his concern about our Nation’s debt.
We Republicans have a great concern
about the amount of debt being
stacked up in this country.

President Obama’s proposals will,
over the next 10 years, add three times
as much to the national debt, almost,
as was spent during World War II, ac-
cording to the Washington Post. The
President has had a summit on entitle-
ment spending, which is the principal
cause of the debt. He has said we need
to pay for programs as we go. If we
spend a dollar, we should save a dollar
or tax a dollar. More recently he has
said that health care legislation has to
be paid for.

Well, Mr. President, we are rushing
down a road to pass a bill without
knowing what it costs. I just left the
work we are doing in the HELP Com-
mittee. The Finance Committee is
working hard. We had a bipartisan
breakfast of nearly 20 Senators this
morning discussing how we could have
a bipartisan result in health care this
year.

But we cannot do it unless we know
how much it costs. It affects 16 percent
of our entire national budget. We do
not have a bill yet. The HELP Com-
mittee may have one by the end of the
week, in which Republicans have had
almost no input. The Finance Com-
mittee is trying to develop a bipartisan
bill, but they are not going to begin
writing a bill until next week. Then it
will take several weeks to know what
it costs. We need to know, not just so
we do not add to the debt, but so we
can understand what the various op-
tions are and how much they cost.
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We are talking about Medicare cuts
and spending Grandma’s Medicare
money on somebody else. How much
does that cost? We are talking about
taxes on employers. How much does
that cost? We are talking about adding
to the debt. By exactly how much? We
are talking about a surtax on incomes.
We are talking about extensive in-
creases in State costs in Medicaid.

So we want a health care bill. But we
want something Americans can afford,
and after we are through fixing health
care, we want to make sure they have
a government they can afford. We
agree with the President. We cannot
responsibly pass a bill on this floor
until we know what it costs.

So why the rush? Let’s do it right.
We are talking about one of the most
important pieces of legislation ever,
and we are talking about trillions of
dollars.

CLEAN ENERGY

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
delivered an address yesterday at the
National Press Club about the Repub-
lican plan for clean energy. We call it
a low-cost clean energy plan. It begins
with the idea of building 100 new nu-
clear power plants in the next 20 years;
electrifying half our cars and trucks in
the next 20 years; exploring for natural
gas, which is low carbon, and oil off-
shore—if we are going to continue to
use oil, it might as well be our own—
and then, finally, doubling our research
and development budget, as President
Obama has proposed, so we can have
“mini Manhattan Projects’” in renew-
able energy to try to reduce renewable
energy technologies’ costs and make
them more reliable so they can con-
tribute to our energy needs.

I would like to make a few remarks
today on our low-cost plan for clean,
renewable energy and compare it with
what is coming over from the House,
which is a high-cost plan.

Our country is at a critical point.
The recession is the most severe in dec-
ades. Unemployment is nearing 10 per-
cent. We have too much national debt.
A gathering storm threatens the tech-
nological edge that has given Ameri-
cans—only about 5 percent of the
world’s people—a remarkable standard
of living that comes from producing 25
percent of the world’s wealth. We re-
member last year’s high oil prices. We
know we are relying too much on other
countries for energy. There is the un-
finished job of cleaning our air, and, for
many, the global warming of our plan-
et is an urgent concern.

It is against this backdrop that for
the first time ever legislation dealing
broadly with climate change and en-
ergy is coming out of the House. We
are working on the same subjects in
the Senate. The decisions we make will
affect our well-being for years to come.

The House has chosen the high-cost
solution to clean energy and climate
change. Its economy-wide cap-and-
trade and renewable energy mandate is
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