July 21, 2009

If we emphasize and create an envi-
ronment that empowers small business
and empowers Americans and we focus
on job creation, we stop the attack on
the West and other areas of public
lands and the people who live there and
allow them to develop the resources
that we have been given to create real
jobs in this country, we can do that.
That is still an option that we have.
But we have to do it, and we have to do
it together.

There are a lot of other examples
that I would like to go into, Mr. Speak-
er, but time does not allow that—
maybe at some other time—where deci-
sions by this administration have actu-
ally harmed families and their creation
of jobs. Once again, we have to change
directions. That has to stop.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM OFFICE OF
ATTENDING PHYSICIAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Justin Cox, Physician,
Office of Attending Physician:

OFFICE OF ATTENDING PHYSICIAN,
U.S. CAPITOL,
Washington, DC, July 21, 2009.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to notify
you formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, that I
have been served with a subpoena for trial
testimony issued by the U.S. District Court
for the Eastern District of Virginia in con-
nection with a criminal case now pending in
that court.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with
the privileges and rights of the House.

Sincerely,
JUSTIN COX,
Physician.

———

ENERGY INDEPENDENCE IS A
MATTER OF NATIONAL SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MAFFEI). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2009, the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
MCMAHON) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

Mr. MCMAHON. Mr. Speaker, it’s my
privilege and honor to stand here in
the House of Representatives, rep-
resenting the people of the great bor-
oughs of Staten Island and Brooklyn in
New York for the Freshmen Energy
Hour. I am privileged to be joined by
my colleague, as I come from Hudson
Valley in New York, my colleague from
the Ohio Valley, the great JOHN
BoOCCIERI, the gentleman from Ohio,
who will join me in this Freshman En-
ergy Hour.

Mr. Speaker, we’re here today to talk
about the American Clean Energy and
Security Act, which was passed re-
cently by the House, and to speak to
its merits in order to urge the Senate
to pass it as well. I sat here and lis-
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tened to our great colleagues from
across the aisle for some time this
evening speaking on this issue. They
conclude that they hope that the Sen-
ate looks upon this bill unfavorably as
they criticize the initiatives of this
bill.

I know that my colleague will men-
tion it, but I would just like to remind
them what their former candidate for
President in last year’s election, Sen-
ator JOHN MCCAIN, said about the cap-
and-trade legislation as recently as
February 17, 2009. He said: It’s cap-and-
trade, that there will be incentives for
people to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions. It’s a free-market approach. The
Europeans are using it now. We did it
in the case of addressing acid rain—
look, if we do that, we stimulate green
technologies. I have great faith in the
American industry. This will be a prof-
it-making business, create jobs. It
won’t cost the American taxpayer a
thing.

So I am pleased that those who spoke
before me from across the aisle in op-
position to this bill referenced the
opinion of the United States Senate.
And I am glad that Senator MCCAIN
was honest and forthright enough to
admit that this legislation does, in-
deed, create jobs, provides for the secu-
rity of our Nation, and takes care of
the environment as well, and, indeed, it
is important for us for our future.

As we know, the recently passed En-
ergy and Security legislation comes at
a time when inaction will have undue
consequences. This comprehensive en-
ergy and clean environment bill is a
necessary vehicle to ensure our future
economic and environmental viability
in the 21st century green economy.

I would like to start out by com-
mending the leadership of the House
who brought forward this bill and saw
that it was passed. The regional dif-
ferences arising from energy-based
issues are often quite lofty, but the
leadership did an outstanding job of
moving through the legislative process
with consideration for different Mem-
bers’ interests.

Since the bill’s passage before the
Independence Day recess, many Mem-
bers, myself included, have experienced
varying degrees of concern from our
constituents, particularly regarding
the cost and impact of the bill to their
wallets, and quite a lot of this concern
has been raised because of misrepresen-
tations from our gentle colleagues
from the other side of the aisle as to
the aspects of this bill. Together with
Mr. BocciERI, I would like to address
some of these concerns and the perva-
sive misinformation that has been put
out there today and explain how this
information will be a cost-saver for
consumers and homeowners, will cut
down on pollution, and will increase
our national security.

At a time when we are importing in-
creasing amounts of energy from hos-
tile regions of the world, we cannot af-
ford to go down the path of energy in-
security. This legislation will redirect
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us on a path towards energy independ-
ence.

Mr. Speaker, you know, I sat here
and listened to our colleagues from
across the aisle this evening and all
day long, hundreds of minutes, I under-
stand, that they spoke about this issue
and the creation of jobs in this coun-
try. What I found very disconcerting as
a New Yorker is that they’ve totally
forgotten the issue of national security
and how important energy independ-
ence is to this Nation. It’s so impor-
tant to me, Mr. Speaker, because I
come from Staten Island and Brooklyn,
New York, where, on 9/11, over 10 per-
cent of the people who were Killed in
the attack on the World Trade Center
came from our boroughs, although we
have less than 5 percent of the popu-
lation in that area.

I remember that day as clear as any
other in my life—in fact, more pro-
foundly. It was a bright, sunny day.
And I remember it because I was in-
volved in my first election campaign
that day. It was a primary for the New
York City Council. We were in church
at about 9 a.m., as we do on every Elec-
tion Day after opening the polls and
campaigning a bit. The police officer
who I was with received an emergency
call and took us out and said that
something terrible had happened and
we have to go down to the harbor.

When we got down there, we saw the
World Trade Center aflame, and the
second plane had just struck. We went
back to our office to close down the
election, and as we were there, we saw
the horrors of what transpired on tele-
vision as the buildings collapsed. I will
never forget it. I will never forget
being on the pile the days after and the
bucket brigade. I will never forget see-
ing President Bush say to our Nation
and to those who lost their loved ones
that we will never forget.

After we closed down the election, we
weren’t sure what to do that day, so we
went to the local hospital and set up a
blood bank to await the injured people
to come back from the site. But as
hour and hour went on, we realized
that no one was coming back and the
enormity of the tragedy. I mention this
because I think it’s so important that
our Nation does not forget the costs of
dependence upon nations around this
world for oil who want to see our great
American democracy torn down. Our
way of life is an affront to them, and
they will do anything to tear down
America.

So when you have this discussion
about energy and whatever they want
to call it, let us never forget that this
is about energy security first and fore-
most. America cannot go on the way it
has, relying on foreign oil from coun-
tries who want to tear our country
down. Even though we made a pledge
at that time to end dependence on for-
eign oil, the chart that I have here will
show that just in the last year, in 2008,
the amount of oil that we imported
from foreign countries was 66.4 percent
of our usage. The dollars we spent over-
seas, $475 billion. How many of those
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