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talking about them. I think by reading
letters from citizens in Ohio and what
they are wrestling with every day, it
brings this back down to a level that
we need to think of more often when
we debate these issues, and that is that
every single day, of those 14,000 people
who are losing their health insurance,
there are many who do confront a
health care crisis and lack the ability
to respond to it other than showing up
in an emergency room or hoping there
will be free health care for them be-
cause they do not have the capacity to
pay for it.

So I appreciate tremendously Sen-
ator BROWN’s contribution, not only
during those long days we spent day in
and day out crafting the legislation
that is now before us, but now, when
we need to do more talking about what
is in that bill. Because from a small
business perspective, as well as the in-
sured, the prevention, the quality of
care, or workforce issues, they are all
very significant contributions to our
debate.

The Class Act, which allows indi-
vidual people, at no government ex-
pense, to contribute to their own long-
term care needs is one of the most in-
novative and creative ideas in our bill.
That will provide not only substantial
resources, but the ability of people to
lead independent lives who have dis-
abilities under what might otherwise
force them to live under more expen-
sive care or tapping into Medicare. In
fact, the projections under the Con-
gressional Budget Office is that we
have saved $2 billion in Medicare costs
just by having the Class Act—that is
the long-term care provisions in the
bill.

I invite all my colleagues to read the
bill and to go to the briefings. I spent
a little more than an hour today with
my colleague from California, DIANNE
FEINSTEIN, who requested that I come
by with staff, with her staff, and go
through the various sections of the bill
and how it would work; how it would
affect people in their State; how these
various provisions would work.

I don’t want to speak for her, but I
think she was pleased to hear what we
had done. Obviously, there is more to
be done out of the Finance Committee,
and I don’t have answers for that be-
cause there is no bill out of the Fi-
nance Committee as yet, but on the
part of the effort we have made, as our
Members and colleagues look at what
we have done, I think they will be
pleasantly pleased about the efforts we
have made to assist the insured with
preexisting conditions, the caps, as I
have mentioned, the credits we provide
to small businesses to allow them to
make that health care insurance avail-
able to their employees—as many
would like to be able to do—at a cost
they can afford, without crippling
them because one employee ends up
with a serious health condition thus
raising the cost of every other em-
ployee and the cost of overall health
care. That is gone as a result of what
we have written in our legislation.
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So I urge my colleagues to read the
bill, to talk with us, to raise the ques-
tions you have, particularly over these
weeks between now and the time we
come back. I think you will again be
pleased at the effort our colleagues
have made to vastly improve the status
quo and, I think, contribute signifi-
cantly to where we need to be going
with regard to health care reform.

So I am very grateful to Senator
SHERROD BROWN of Ohio for his con-
tribution.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

————

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

LIEUTENANT BRIAN N. BRADSHAW

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, I
rise today to honor the life and selfless
commitment of LT Brian N. Bradshaw
to the U.S. Army and to our Nation.

Lieutenant Bradshaw died as a result
of an improvised explosive device on
June 25 in Kheyl, Afghanistan. He was
24 years old.

Coincidentally, Lieutenant Brad-
shaw’s life was taken the same day
that pop star Michael Jackson died. A
Google News search reveals that the
number of news stories in the past
month filed about Michael Jackson is
142,929, the number filed about Lieuten-
ant Bradshaw? Twenty-six.

It is time the American people know
a bit more about this young man who
sacrificed for his country his life, his
family, and all his potential, giving up
all he had and all he was going to be.

In his youth, Lieutenant Bradshaw
served his community in Steilacoom,
WA, as a search-and-rescue volunteer,
as an altar boy, and as a summer camp
counselor. Family and friends describe
him as a man with ‘“‘a wry sense of
humor’” and a deep love for American
history.

He graduated from Pacific Lutheran
University in the spring of 2007 and
joined the Army and began service in
Afghanistan in March of 2009. As a
member of the U.S. Army, Lieutenant
Bradshaw served in the 1st Battalion,
501st Parachute Infantry Regiment, 4th
Airborne Brigade Combat Team, 25th
Infantry Division, and was stationed at
Fort Richardson, AK.

Described as a man who found more
meaning in actions than words, it is no
surprise that Lieutenant Bradshaw
found meaning in his service in Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom. In the course
of his deployment, he sought to help
the less fortunate people of Afghani-
stan and to improve life for the chil-
dren there, frequently writing home for
packages of gifts to give to local chil-
dren.

Lieutenant Bradshaw found his voice
in the honor and patriotism of the
Army. With a father who is a retired
National Guard helicopter pilot and a
mother who is a retired Army nurse,
Lieutenant Bradshaw was a man with
the military in his blood.

Thus, it is only fitting the transfer of
his remains on June 25 to Bagram Air
Force Base was carried out in a cere-
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mony of honor and patriotism that
typifies the ideals of the U.S. Armed
Forces.

Sent to retrieve Lieutenant Brad-
shaw’s body were members of the Air
National Guard from my home State of
Georgia. On their sad mission, they
landed their C-130 using night-vision
goggles in blackout conditions. What
appeared to be hundreds of his fellow
soldiers in his company stood in forma-
tion in the dark as Lieutenant Brad-
shaw’s body was carried aboard the
plane.

In a letter to Lieutenant Bradshaw’s
family, CPT James Adair and MSG
Paul Riley of the Georgia Air National
Guard, who were present at the cere-
mony, described the experience:

Everyone we talked to spoke well of him—
his character, his accomplishments and how
well they liked him. Before closing up the
back of the aircraft, one of Brian’s men, with
tears running down his face, said, ‘“That’s
my platoon leader, please take care of him.”’

The world may have been occupied
with other things, the media with
other stories. But for one brief mo-
ment, the war stopped to honor LT
Brian Bradshaw.

Mr. President, it is my honor and
privilege today to pay tribute to Lieu-
tenant Bradshaw, who illustrates the
commitment to excellence, honor, and
courage that exemplifies our Nation. It
is thanks to citizens such as him that
America has been and will continue to
be a great and free Nation.

————
HEALTH CARE REFORM

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we have
come so very far.

But there are some who think we
should scrap everything we have ac-
complished and go back to square one.
The truth is that throwing out all the
great work we have done until now
would be a terrible waste of time, en-
ergy and hard work.

There are some who do not think now
is the right time to reform health care.
In reality, for many who feel that way,
there will never be a good time to re-
form health care.

It is easy to talk only about the part
of the road we have yet to cover. As
any parent knows, for some, the only
question is, ‘“‘Are we there yet?”’

But it would be a mistake not to also
acknowledge and appreciate the great
distance we have traveled.

For generations, we have been work-
ing to fix our broken health care sys-
tem. This has been the No. 1 issue on
our agenda for a long time now.
Throughout this year alone, we have
explored numerous proposals in numer-
ous bipartisan roundtables, committee
hearings and constituent meetings.

Harry Truman recognized long ago
that we must do more to make it easier
to live a healthy life in America.
Shortly after the Second World War, he
lamented the fact that millions of our
own lack ‘a full measure of oppor-
tunity to achieve and enjoy good
health.” He knew it was wrong that
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