July 31, 2009

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Account: OM,A

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Fort
Leavenworth, KS

Address of Requesting Entity: 881 McClel-
lan Ave, Fort Leavenworth, KS 66027

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $1,785,000 to correct air quality problems in
the three-story, 93,000 SF National Simulation
Center located in Building 45. Originally built
in 1882, this former barracks was remodeled
15 years ago into a secure training facility,
which due to its mission, could not have any
windows. It houses a large amount of informa-
tion technology which is used in conducting
simulations. The number of personnel using
the building during training simulations has in-
creased substantially over the last several
years. The HVAC system must be upgraded
to handle the requirement to properly ventilate
and cool the building given the larger heat
load generated by the automation equipment
and the high number of personnel. The exist-
ing HVAC equipment was installed during the
last remodel and has reached its useful life
expectancy. It is no longer capable of sup-
porting the mission.

Earmark: 190th Air Refueling Wing Squad-
ron Operations Facility

Requesting Member: Congresswoman LYNN
JENKINS

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Account: OM,ANG

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Kansas
Air National Guard

Address of Requesting Entity: 5920 SE Coy-
ote Dr., Topeka, KS 66619

Description of Request: To provide an ear-
mark of $1,000,000 to remodel and upgrade
the current Squadron Operations Facility to ef-
fectively meet the day-to-day requirements of
the 190th ARW, which has increased in size
and mission for the KC-135R tanker oper-
ation.

————

HONORING THE SERVICE OF
JUDGE RAYMOND LAWRENCE
FINCH, TO THE FEDERAL AND
VIRGIN ISLANDS JUDICIAL
BRANCHES AND TO THE COMMU-
NITY OF THE U.S. VIRGIN IS-
LANDS

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN

OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 30, 2009

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speaker, |
rise to pay tribute to Judge Raymond Law-
rence Finch, a Jurist extraordinaire, who has
served the Virgin Islands legal and judicial
communities with diligence, competence and
unfailing dedication for 33 years from the
Bench.

Raymond Finch is a true “Native Son”, a
product of two Crucian Virgin Islands families:
Bough and Finch; whose family members
have been making outstanding contributions to
the Territory of the U. S. Virgin Islands for
more than four generations.

Raymond Finch is a product of the Virgin Is-
lands public school system and a graduate of
the Christiansted High School in 1958. He
completed, on schedule, his Bachelor of Arts
in Political Science, Minor in Economics, from
Howard University in 1962; and his Juris Doc-
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tor Degree in 1965, from the Howard Univer-
sity School of Law.

Entering in the U. S. Army as a First Lieu-
tenant in 1966, he served honorably for three
years, adjudicating claims of U.S. personnel
and Vietnamese nationals. He was also an
Advocate before the Elimination Boards, Arti-
cle 15 Hearings and in Article 32 investiga-
tions. His exemplary service was awarded with
the Bronze Star Medal, the Army Commenda-
tion Medal, and a Certificate of Appreciation
from General Wiliam C. Westmoreland and
the Army Chief of Staff.

Having served previously as a Law Clerk in
the Municipal Court of the Virgin Islands, he
worked as a Law Clerk upon his return to the
Territory, in the firm of Hodge and Sheen. He
was admitted into the Virgin Islands Bar in
1970 and became a partner in the law firm of
Hodge, Sheen, Finch and Ross in 1971. For
more than a dozen years he was an instructor
at the University of Virgin Islands and the
American Banking Association.

In 1976, then Virgin Islands Governor, Cyril
E. King, appointed him Judge of the Municipal
Court of the Virgin Islands. On September 1,
1994, after being nominated by President Clin-
ton, Raymond Finch took the oath of office as
Judge of the District Court of the Virgin Is-
lands, and became Chief Judge of the District
Court in August, 1999.

Raymond Finch the Law Clerk, to retiring
District Court Judge Finch, has seen the re-
markable evolution of the Virgin Islands Judi-
cial system. The Municipal Court that he first
served as a Law Clerk was the same Court to
which he was first appointed as a Judge. Dur-
ing his judicial tenure, the Municipal Court be-
came the Territorial Court, where it achieved
its jurisdictional autonomy and recognition as
the highest local court in the Territory and it is
now the Superior Court. During Judge Finch’s
District Court tenure, the Supreme Court of
the Virgin Islands was established.

Accordingly, Finch’s judicial career also
evolved through his serving as Acting Pre-
siding Judge, Territorial Court of the Virgin Is-
lands; Judge, Appellate Division, U. S. District
Court of the Virgin Islands; by Special Des-
ignation as Judge of the U. S. District Court of
the Virgin Islands; U. S. District Court Judge
and Chief District Court Judge for the Virgin
Islands. During Judge Finch’s tenure on the
Bench, he was served by a group of Law
Clerks, many of whom have gone on to distin-
guished and illustrious careers.

His demeanor has always been one of quiet
reserve. He is one of those rare individuals
that will listen attentively. There have been oc-
casions where a court room participant miscal-
culated with uttering a statement, uncomfort-
ably finding themselves in the vise of a first
class mind. His tenure has produced excellent
legal Opinions and Memorandums, along with
Decisions that demonstrate inordinate wisdom
and compassion. He has mastered the un-
canny ability to clearly and concisely follow the
dictates of law, weaving and intermingling,
with the African West Indian derived customs,
of Danish and American cultural and jurispru-
dential influence. No easy task. His pride and
understanding of the Virgin Islands culture,
heritage and its people, resulted in out-
standing interpretations and implementations
of law that appealed to all the adversaries.

His numerous community and professional
involvements have been demonstrated
through membership in the Virgin Islands Bar
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Association; Court of Appeals for the Third
Circuit; American Law Institute; American
Judges’ Association; American Bar Associa-
tion; National Bar Association, and the Virgin
Islands Law Enforcement Planning Commis-
sion. His wise acumen was sought as or con-
tributed to, the Task Force Member of the
Criminal Code Revision Project; Committee on
Model Criminal Jury Instructions, Third Court
of Appeals; Supervisory Board of Juvenile
Justice & Prevention of Delinquency Com-
mittee; the Democratic Party of the Virgin Is-
lands; and Board of Directors of Boy’s Club,
St. Croix Division.

At the recent unveiling of his official District
Court Judge portrait, he showed a profound
sensitivity when he thanked all that had gath-
ered.

Judge Finch has one son and two daugh-
ters. Through marriage, an additional son and
daughter.

The Virgin Islands and its people have been
privileged to witness the passing of one that
touched many, thereby making the world a
better place.

———

HONORING DENNIS CUBA AND
DAVID PARSONS

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 30, 2009

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Madam
Speaker, | rise to recognize two heroic police
officers from my district and to reinforce the
importance of swimming pool safety.

On the evening of Tuesday, July 7, City of
Pembroke Pines police officers Dennis Cuba,
a seven-year force veteran and David Par-
sons, a 25-year force veteran, arrived within
one minute of receiving a call about a boy
whose arm was entrapped in the drain of a
hot tub.

There is no doubt that the quick response
and professionalism of the Pembroke Pines
Police Department saved five-year old Miguel
Marin’s life.

Officers Parsons and Cuba were able to re-
vive Miguel, but only after several attempts to
free him from the brute force and suction of
the spa drain—the result of a faulty drain
cover.

Unfortunately, not all of these stories have a
happy ending. Drowning is the leading cause
of unintentional death to children under the
age of five.

Hundreds of children across our country
have died as a result of accidental drowning in
swimming pools and spas.

In 2007, Congress passed the Virginia
Graeme Baker Pool and Spa Safety Act,
which aims to stop these senseless accidents.

In addition to encouraging the use of bar-
riers, such as fencing to prevent children from
wandering unsupervised into the pool, this law
increases safety at public swimming pools and
spas by requiring anti-entrapment drain cov-
ers. And yet even with these protections, we
must remind parents to be vigilant and know
where their children are at all times.

On behalf of the citizens of Pembroke
Pines, | thank officers Parsons and Cuba for
their heroic efforts and hope that we can learn
an important lesson from this near-tragedy.
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TRIBUTE TO AMERICAN LEGION
AUXILIARY UNIT 278 OF OSAGE,
IOWA

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 30, 2009

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the American Legion Auxiliary
Unit 278 of Osage, lowa. The Unit facilitated
the Veterans Inspiring Patriotism program as a
part of the Joe Foss Institute, and | am hon-
ored to submit into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD the following commentary from the
program in Osage.

“Osage American Legion Post 278 Presents
program at Sacred Heart School:

Betty McCarthy of Osage American Legion
Auxiliary Unit 278 was the facilitator of the Joe
Foss Institute’s program ‘Veterans Inspiring
Patriotism’ for Sacred Heart students grades
K-6th. Joe Foss achieved international fame
as America’s top Marine fighter pilot in World
War Il with a record of more than 60 missions
in the South Pacific and shooting down 26
Japanese Zeroes. His bravery in combat
eamned him the Congressional Medal of
Honor.

Joe’s many lifetime achievements are told in
his autobiography ‘A Proud American.’

In 2001, he founded the Joe Foss Institute
as a non-profit organization with its mission of
promoting Patriotism, Public Service, Integrity
and an Appreciation for America’s Freedoms.
The ‘Veterans Inspiring Patriotism’ is designed
for school children from grades K—12. Through
this program, American Flags for the class-
room and replicas of the United States Con-
stitution and the Bill of Rights are made avail-
able at no cost to be presented along with the
program.

An age appropriate video was part of the
presentation which helped the students under-
stand the freedoms established by the Con-
stitution and the Bill of Rights. Following the
video, John Ross, member of Osage Legion
Post 278, told of his service in the military and
what it means to be a patriot. This was fol-
lowed by questions from the students.

The presentation ended with John Ross pre-
senting American Flags as well as the lami-
nated copies of the Constitution and Bill of
Rights to 5 students, each of whom were
wearing the uniforms of the 5 branches of the
service. These uniforms were worn by vet-
erans of World War I, Korea and Desert
Storm.

McCarthy told of the final tribute, the military
rites at the graveside of a veteran, the presen-
tation of the American Flag under which they
served and then TAPS was played by a 6th
grade student. The program ended with the
singing of God Bless America!

Osage American Legion Post 278 and Sa-
cred Heart School are indebted to the Joe
Foss Institute for making this program pos-
sible.”
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INTRODUCTION OF THE JERU-
SALEM EMBASSY AND RECOGNI-
TION ACT OF 2009

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 30, 2009

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam Speaker,
forty-two years ago, during the Six Day War of
1967, Israeli troops reunified the city of Jeru-
salem. Since then, people of all religious faiths
have been guaranteed full access to holy sites
within the city, and the rights of all faiths have
been respected and protected.

In 1995, the U.S. Congress declared that it
is the official position of the United States that
Jerusalem is, and rightly ought to remain, the
undivided capital of Israel. Since that time, the
Congress has repeatedly and overwhelmingly
adopted multiple resolutions reaffirming this
commitment to Jerusalem’s continued status
as a unified, undivided city. President Obama
has also pledged his personal support for Je-
rusalem as the capital of Israel. On June 4,
2008, while still serving as a United States
Senator, President Obama said that: “Jeru-
salem will remain the capital of Israel, and it
must remain undivided.”

Despite this apparent unanimity, however,
the United States has inexplicably never acted
to move the United States Embassy from Tel
Aviv to Jerusalem. United States officials do
conduct diplomatic meetings and other busi-
ness in the city of Jerusalem in de facto rec-
ognition of its status as the capital of Israel,
but the Embassy remains firmly grounded in
Tel Aviv.

Every sovereign country has the right to
designate its own capital and the United
States maintains its Embassy in the func-
tioning capital of every country. The one ex-
ception is Israel, a great friend and ally to the
United States. The President of Israel, the
Knesset—lsrael's Parliament—and the Israeli
Supreme Court are all located in Jerusalem;
and that is where the Embassy of the United
States rightfully should be as well.

| rise today to introduce the “Jerusalem Em-
bassy and Recognition Act of 2009” which
mandates the relocation of the U.S. Embassy
to Jerusalem, and reaffirms U.S. policy that
Jerusalem must remain the undivided capital
of Israel; for two reasons. First, passing this
bill and immediately relocating the United
States Embassy to Jerusalem will, in my opin-
ion, send a strong message to the Iranian re-
gime that the United States stands in strong
solidarity with the people of Israel—we will not
tolerate the mullahs’ constant threats against
Israel, and we will not accommodate their pur-
suit of a nuclear bomb. Second, passing this
bill will send a bipartisan message to the Ad-
ministration that the United States Congress
remains strongly committed to Jerusalem’s
continued status as a unified, undivided city; a
position that President Obama—despite his
comments from June 4, 2008—appears to be
backing away from.

For example, Presidential Determination
2009-19, which was transmitted by the Ad-
ministration to Congress just a couple of
months ago, renewed a legally required waiver
which allows the Administration to continue to
delay the May 31, 1999 deadline for moving
the U.S. Embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to
Jerusalem. While the renewal of the waiver
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was not unexpected or unusual, the actual text
of the waiver message did contain a surprise.
The Obama Administration neglected to in-
clude a key sentence that the previous Admin-
istration had included in previous determina-
tions; specifically: “My Administration remains
committed to beginning the process of moving
our embassy to Jerusalem.”

Madam Speaker, | sincerely hope that the
crucial omission in Presidential Determination
2009-19 was an inadvertent oversight. Even if
it was, | believe it is well past time to revisit
the Jerusalem Embassy Act and close, once
and for all, the ludicrous waiver loophole that
has continued to allow the diplomatic embar-
rassment of not having our Embassy located
in the capital city of Israel to continue for ten
years. | strongly urge my colleagues to dem-
onstrate their support for the people of Israel
by co-sponsoring this important bill.

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 30, 2009

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to the Republican standards on member
requests, | am submitting the following infor-
mation regarding a congressionally directed
appropriation project | sponsored as part of
H.R. 3326, FY 2010 Department of Defense
Appropriations Act.

Agency/Account: Department of the Army—
RDT&E

Amount: $1,500,000

Requesting Entity: Texas Tech University,
The Institute of Environmental and Human
Health (TIEHH), 2500 Broadway, Lubbock, TX
79409

The funding for the Zumwalt National Pro-
gram for Countermeasures to Biological and
Chemical Threats is requested to further the
understanding and ability of operational mili-
tary forces to identify, prevent, and mitigate
any threats war fighters may face from biologi-
cal and chemical weapon agents in any envi-
ronment at any time.

——————
INTRODUCING HOUSE RESOLUTION
TO RECOGNIZE THE DYKE

MARSH WILDLIFE PRESERVE AS
A UNIQUE AND PRECIOUS ECO-
SYSTEM

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 30, 2009

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to introduce a resolution recognizing
one of the national capital area’s most unique
and cherished wetland and wildlife preserves
and to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
legislation that was enacted to ensure its sur-
vival.

In 1959, the U.S. Congress passed legisla-
tion designating Fairfax County’s Dyke Marsh
as a protected ecosystem, for the purpose of
promoting fish and wildlife development and
preserving their natural habitat. Until that time,
the Dyke Marsh, which is the largest remain-
ing freshwater tidal marsh along the Potomac
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