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this program. 36 percent of the funding will go
toward research costs, 30.5 percent of this
funding will go toward equipment and cores,
23.5 percent will go to miscellaneous needs,
including a sequencing machine, cell sorter,
and auto starter.

———

HONORING RECIPIENTS OF THE
2009 THIRD DISTRICT EXCEL-
LENCE IN ECONOMIC DEVELOP-
MENT AWARD

HON. ADRIAN SMITH

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 30, 2009

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor ten individuals, organiza-
tions and businesses from Nebraska for re-
ceiving the 2009 Third District Excellence in
Economic Development Award.

Nebraska, like many rural states, unfortu-
nately has seen a “brain drain” in recent years
and, now more than ever, needs entre-
preneurs and innovators.

In May, | called for nominations for individ-
uals, businesses, and organizations which
have helped strengthen Nebraska commu-
nities. These entrepreneurs do more than just
build successful businesses. They host charity
events, serve on local chambers of commerce,
and shape the character of our towns and cit-
ies.

The nominations came from many different
people, from a teenager starting his own lawn-
mowing business to a mainstay in the Ne-
braska business community. All of the nomi-
nees have shown they are striving to help
their home towns succeed into the future.

Steve Brown, of Thedford, began an entre-
preneurial scholarship for graduating seniors if
they return to the community and begin a
business, which was matched by the Custer
County Chief He is also the president of the
Thedford Area Community Foundation board.
The TACF has held a banquet for the past 5
years and has brought in close to $25,000
every year. They then have given up to
$15,000 back to the community for repairs and
improvements.

Since 1977 Adam Broughton has helped
promote the City of York, saved jobs, and es-
tablished and expanded a number of busi-
nesses. He has served with the York Chamber
of Commerce, the York County Development
Corporation, and Sertoma. He was instru-
mental in obtaining two $500,000 grants for
the community of York, one for Gerber Foods
Corporation and the other for Great West
Teeuwissen Corporation. Those grants have
helped keep over 40 jobs and the businesses
in York. Adam helped to start Crystal Lake
Foods, which processes food products for the
United States and Asian Rim countries.

In less than 4 years, Clark Swihart of Co-
lumbus has built a company employing 14 Ne-
braskans and is a rapidly growing e-commerce
company, specializing in unique promotional
products—such as custom silicone wristbands,
t-shirts, and more. He has created a unique
service, jobs, and revenue.

Began as a combined effort of Twin Valleys
Public Power District in Cambridge, Southwest
Nebraska RC&D in Cambridge, and Trail Blaz-
ers RC&D in Red Cloud, the Furnas/Harlan
Partnership of Arapahoe is striving to build a
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unified vision for economic development in
Furnas and Harlan counties. The Partnership
works with individual communities to help pro-
mote the surrounding communities and edu-
cate residents to help further their careers.

GROW Nebraska of Holbrook is a non-profit
organization which has helped hundreds of
small businesses and entrepreneurs in Ne-
braska for more than 10 years. From training
sessions to networking and access to new
markets through cooperative ads, GROW has
helped Nebraska business grow and succeed.
Recently GROW Nebraska was selected as a
finalist for the eBay Seller's Challenge. GROW
has also introduced a Flavors Project. The
project gives people “GROW bucks” and al-
lows them to use them at various participating
locations just like cash.

Rich and Kellie Patterson, owners and oper-
ators of Hometown Hardware in Kimball, have
made a name for themselves through their
dedication to customer service and devotion to
community. The young couple have been de-
scribed as an “anchor of our downtown” and
in just 2 years have already expanded their
store.

Though only in high school, Ryan
Grossnicklaus of Aurora owns and operates a
lawn mowing company in Aurora and was re-
cently awarded a scholarship by the National
Federation of Independent Business Young
Entrepreneur Foundation.

Todd Messing of Columbus started his own
business, Messinc, in 2004. Todd is involved
in the New Neighborhoods Initiative grant
process to provide affordable housing to those
with low to moderate income. His main goal is
to provide assistance to community and eco-
nomic development using education and vol-
unteerism while keeping a profitable and envi-
ronmentally-friendly business process.

Finally, Xpanxion LLC of Kearney is an
international software development company
which has placed a priority on hiring Nebras-
kans, has opened a quality assurance center
in Kearney, and has focused on working
closely with the University of Nebraska-
Kearney. Xpanxion’s has already created 16
full-time jobs and 4 part-time positions, and
plan to add more jobs in the future. Xpanxion
has helped curb the “brain drain” by hiring
employees back to rural Nebraska from places
outside of Nebraska.

| am proud to be able to recognize all of the
honorees today and | thank them for their
service to Nebraska.

——————

HONORING KIMBERLY BRAZIER
UPON RECEIPT OF THE GIRL
SCOUT GOLD AWARD

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 30, 2009

Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to acknowledge a young woman in my district,
Kimberly Brazier.

Kimberly will receive the Girl Scout Gold
Award on August 3, 2009. For her project, she
made two decorative wall quilts for the Hun-
tington Hills Center for Health and Rehabilita-
tion for senior citizens there to enjoy. | wish to
commend Kimberly for her community service.

July 31, 2009
EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. FRANK A. LoBIONDO

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 30, 2009

Mr. LOBIONDO. Madam Speaker, as per
the requirements of the Republican Con-
ference Rules on earmarks, | secured the fol-
lowing earmarks in HR 3326:

Requesting Member: Congressman FRANK
LoBIONDO (NJ-02)

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Account: Army—Research,
Test, and Evaluation

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: (1) Drexel
University, (2) Waterfront Technology Center

Address of Requesting Entity: (1) 3141
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104; (2)
200 Federal Street, Suite 300, Camden, NJ
08103

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $3.8 million for Applied Communications
and Information Networking (ACIN). ACIN en-
ables the warfighter to rapidly deploy state-of-
the-practice communications and networking
technology for warfighting and National Secu-
rity. This funding will build on funding from
previous years to fully develop this technology.

Requesting Member: Congressman FRANK
LoBIONDO (NJ-02)

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Account: Air Force—Research, Develop-
ment, Test, and Evaluation

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Accenture

Address of Requesting Entity: 200 Federal
Street, Suite 300, Camden, NJ 08103

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $4.0 million for Distributed Mission Inter-
operability Toolkit (DMIT). DMIT is a suite of
tools that enables an enterprise architecture
for on-demand, trusted, interoperability among
and between mission-oriented C4l systems.
This spending will build on funding from pre-
vious years to allow DMIT to be extended to
Joint and coalition requirements, and address
current weaknesses in Air Force management
years ahead of current schedules. Adoption by
major programs and commercial entities would
lead to savings in the $100 millions on current
and future DOD programs.

Requesting Member: Congressman FRANK
LoBIONDO (NJ-02)

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Account: Navy—Research,
Test, and Evaluation

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Absecon
Mills Inc.

Address of Requesting Entity: Vienna and
Aloe Avenues, PO Box 672, Cologne, NJ
08213

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $2.5 million for Force Protection—Non Tra-
ditional Weaving Application for Aramid (Bal-
listic) Fibers and Fabrics. By re-evaluating
standard Industry design and manufacturing
techniques for force protection technology, we
believe Non Traditional weave designs of
Aramid (ballistic) fiber coupled with new appli-
cations of microwave plasma treatments can
enhance the strength of the fiber and result in
enhanced individual mobility, ease of medical
access, reduced weight, increased ballistic
protection, cost effective savings and weight
reduction of ballistic materials currently used.

Requesting Member: Congressman FRANK
LoBIONDO (NJ-02)

Development,

Development,
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Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Account: Air Force—Advance Procurement

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: L-3 Com-
munications Systems

Address of Requesting Entity: 1
Street, Camden, NJ 08103

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $3.0 million for Senior Scout COMINT
(Communications Intelligence) Capability Up-
grade. As part of the Senior Scout ongoing
mission, there is an immediate need to add
improved COMINT capability to detect and
characterize new, modern, low-power radio
signals at extended standoff ranges in the
presence of interference. The current systems
are not able to detect these specific signal
sets, which limits intelligence collection capa-
bilities.

Federal

———

GOD BLESS, THANK YOU AND
GOOD LUCK, LIEUTENANT COLO-
NEL REBECCA LEGGIERI, MILI-
TARY FELLOW TO THE 13TH CON-
GRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF
MICHIGAN

HON. CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 30, 2009

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to say thank you and
wish continued blessings of God upon U.S.
Army LTC Rebecca Leggieri. Lieutenant Colo-
nel Leggieri served as a 90-Day Military Fel-
low in the office in my 13th Congressional Dis-
trict Office of Michigan in Washington, DC,
and is due to report to the Pentagon’s Office
of Public Affairs in a few days as she con-
tinues her service to our Nation.

Lieutenant Colonel Leggieri was invaluable
in her ability in educating the office about the
valued role that America’s servicemembers
perform every day to protect our freedom. As
a mother, Army warrior and patriot, Lieutenant
Colonel Leggieri offered a unique perspective
on the impact and effect of the decisions that
Congress, in general, and the House Appro-
priations Committee on Defense, in particular.
| am proud that, in the United States of Amer-
ica, women who have ability, character and
quality can advance to the upper levels of the
military as Lieutenant Colonel Leggieri.

Lieutenant Colonel Leggieri was born in
Schenectady, New York to Joseph V.
Palowich and the late Monica Palowich. She
graduated from Notre Dame-Bishop Gibbons
High School in Schenectady, New York where
she excelled at basketball, track and swim-
ming. Today, Lieutenant Colonel Leggieri is
still involved in athletics with her children and
continues to maintain a healthy lifestyle.

Rebecca graduated from Saint Lawrence
University in May 1989 with a bachelors of
arts degree in English Writing and Govern-
ment. Lieutenant Colonel Leggieri was a 4-
year Army Reserve Officers Training Corps
(ROTC) scholarship student at Saint Lawrence
University and was commissioned as a Sec-
ond Lieutenant in the Quartermaster Corps
upon her graduation from college. She served
in command and staff positions in Quarter-
master and Logistics units in New York, Vir-
ginia, Nebraska and Arkansas before being
assigned to Washington, DC. She later earned
a masters degree in Public Communications
from American University in May 2004.
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Rebecca began her career in Army Public
Affairs at the Pentagon in 2002 as the
Speechwriter for the Chief of the Army Re-
serve. Lieutenant Colonel Leggieri then served
as the Public Affairs and Media Officer at the
White House Office of National Drug Control
Policy from June 2004 until June 2005. She is
currently serving as the Community Relations
Public Affairs Officer for the Army’s Chief of
Public Affairs in the Pentagon.

While Lieutenant Colonel Leggieri has
served for the last 3 months on Capitol Hill as
an Army Fellow in the Army Congressional
Orientation Program, ACOP, and assigned to
me, Congresswoman CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK,
| have learned much about the contributions of
our individual servicemembers and their fami-
lies. | thank the Secretary of the Army and
former Congressman Pete Geren and Army
Chief of Staff General George W. Casey, Jr.
for this wonderful program that is a tremen-
dous benefit to all Members of Congress.

Lieutenat Colonel Leggieri is also very ac-
tive in the local community, serving for the
past 4 years as Public Relations Chair on the
Board of Directors for Coles Little League in
Manassas, Virginia.

In thanking and wishing the continued grace
of God to Lieutenant Colonel Leggieri, | also
extend the same to her family. Rebecca is
married to COL John Leggieri, also in the
United States Army and from New York State.
John and Rebecca were married 16 years
ago, on July 24, 1993. They have two chil-
dren, 14-year-old Olivia, who is entering high
school this fall and 11-year-old Gabriel, who
will be entering middle school.

Thank you Lieutenant Colonel Leggieri for
your continued public service to the people of
the 13th Congressional District of Michigan, to
our Nation, and to the world. May you, your
family and all of America’s military have God’s
continued good grace and infinite blessings.

TRIBUTE TO LTJG EDWIN NORTH

HON. DAVE CAMP

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 30, 2009

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to LTJG Edwin North in recognition
of the 11 years of honorable service in the
United States Navy during and after World
War II.

Edwin North started his military career in the
U.S. Army ROTC at Michigan State University.
In 1943, he decided to join the U.S. Navy
where he served with distinction on various
ships in the Pacific Theater, including the
heavy cruiser USS Tuscaloosa. He also
served as captain of a Landing Craft Tank,
LCT, where amongst his other duties, he
ferried sailors, rescued from the sinking of the
USS Indianapolis, from the USS Doyle to the
island of Peleliu for treatment. On his LCT he
performed other tasks like transporting equip-
ment ship-to-shore, and transporting slave
labor survivors, who had been rescued from
Japanese capture, from Peleliu Island to reset-
tlement on Koror Island.

In addition, Lieutenant junior grade North
served with great honor and distinction in nu-
merous other activities in the Pacific Theater,
performing reconnaissance missions and de-
liveries ship-to-shore on his LCT, mostly in
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areas of potential danger to life and craft that
were still under Japanese control. In another
instance, Lieutenant junior grade North was
handpicked to be an observer in the turret of
an amphibious PBY observation plane. He
performed these duties calmly and coura-
geously, gaining praise for his surveying and
observation skills in the midst of a high level
of danger while reconnoitering active Japa-
nese emplacements and other potential Naval
targets on New Guinea. Lieutenant junior
grade North was seriously injured in a fire re-
sulting from the collision of his combat ship
with its supply ship. He spent several months
in various hospitals recovering from his inju-
ries before returning to duty.

Following his service in the Pacific Theater,
Lieutenant junior grade North was assigned
stateside to the Great Lakes Naval Training
Center near Chicago, lllinois. On January 19,
1954, LTJG Edwin North was honorably dis-
charged from active duty after eleven years of
service in the United States Navy. In more re-
cent times, Lieutenant junior grade North
served as a volunteer with distinction in the
Michigan Governor's Home Guard.

On behalf of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Michigan, | am honored today to recog-
nize LTJG Edwin North in gratitude for his
eleven years of service to our country. | hope
the years to come will bring him health, happi-
ness, and special memories with family and
friends. We are thankful for his dedication to
this nation, and wish him and his family the
best.

———

CONGRATULATING THE PARTICI-
PANTS OF THE HOUSE FELLOWS
PROGRAM

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 30, 2009

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to congratulate the par-
ticipants of the House Fellows Program. The
House Fellows Program, run by the Office of
the House Historian, is a unique opportunity
for a select group of secondary education
American history and government teachers to
experience firsthand the inner-workings of
Congress. These educators have dem-
onstrated excellence in the classroom, are
dedicated to educating our Nation’s youth and
are truly deserving of our recognition.

One of the goals of the House Fellows Pro-
gram is to develop curriculum on the history
and practice of the House for use in schools.
During the program, fellows prepare a brief
lesson plan on a congressional topic of their
choosing, which is then shared with the other
fellows. These plans will become part of a
larger teaching resource database on the
House. During the school year following their
participation in the House Fellows Program,
each Fellow is responsible for presenting his
or her experience and lesson plans to at least
one in-service institute for teachers of history
and government.

Since the House Fellows Program began in
2006, 63 teachers from across the country
have participated in this innovative program,
with 12 more enrolled for this summer. With
plans to select a teacher from every congres-
sional district over the next several years, the
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