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before Congress on the issues of energy con-
servation and energy financing. President 
George H.W. Bush appointed him to the Presi-
dent’s Educational Policy Advisory Committee 
and he served in a similar capacity for Presi-
dent George W. Bush. He later served on the 
Secretary of Energy’s Advisory Board and has 
served for eight years as a member of the 
Commission on Presidential Scholars. The 
Hispanic Business Journal has named him 
among America’s 100 Most Influential His-
panic Leaders. 

He received his B.S., M.S., E.E. and Ph.D. 
degrees from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and completed the Harvard Busi-
ness School’s Program for Leadership Devel-
opment. He is also a contributing author to ten 
books and has co-authored a New York Times 
bestseller. 

I have always considered Florida Inter-
national University to be one of the funda-
mental pillars of South Florida. During my 
years in the Florida State Legislature, and now 
in Congress, I have enjoyed working closely 
with Dr. Maidique in the efforts to create the 
College of Law, the Engineering Campus, ex-
panding the library and research capabilities, 
and securing millions in federal funding, 
among other accomplishments. I have wit-
nessed the work of this great leader first hand 
and today I thank him for his service. His leg-
acy will endure generations and is sure to be 
felt for decades to come. 

My dear friend Mitch Maidique exemplifies 
the true meaning of public service and has put 
the needs of the University, our community’s 
University, above all else. Madam Speaker, I 
ask that you join me in celebrating his legacy 
and career, thanking him for his invaluable 
service and wishing him well in the years to 
come. 
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DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR, 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, 
AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOLTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 24, 2009 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
cousideration of the bill (H.R. 3293) making 
appropriations for the Departments of Labor, 
Health and Human Services, and Education, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2010, and for other pur-
poses: 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Chair, I rise today in 
opposition to this Republican motion to recom-
mit on the Fiscal Year 2010 Labor, Health and 
Human Services, and Education bill (H.R. 
3293). 

Since I was first elected to Congress, I have 
been advocating for more funding for the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 
In January, I voted for the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act (H.R.1) that included 
$12.2 billion to help States and localities fund 
special education for 6.7 million students with 
disabilities. I want to note that not one Repub-
lican in the House of Representatives voted 
for the Recovery Act that included this vital 

funding. In the 109th and 110th Congresses, 
I introduced the Achieving Our IDEA Act, 
which would guarantee that the federal gov-
ernment meets its commitment to provide 40 
percent of the cost of educating children with 
specials needs by 2013. 

The bill we have before us today includes 
$12.58 billion for IDEA and I wish it included 
more. However, we cannot make up 8 years 
of lost ground in a single piece of legislation. 
This motion to recommit would add one billion 
dollars to the IDEA only by cutting other crit-
ical investments. If this motion passes, neigh-
bors who have lost their jobs would suffer due 
to reduced funding for Training and Employ-
ment Services in the Department of Labor. 
Schools would lose needed funds for innova-
tion and improvement. Nonprofits would suffer 
because the Corporation for National and 
Community Service budget would be reduced 
by 30 percent. 

For these reasons, I will not support this 
motion and urge a ‘‘no’’ vote. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE EUGENE 
AMOS 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 31, 2009 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today pay tribute former Kansas State 
Representative Eugene ‘‘Gene’’ Amos, who 
died on July 24th. 

Gene Amos, the owner of the Amos Funeral 
Home, served in the Kansas House of Rep-
resentatives from 1987 to 1993, representing 
a district that was centered on the city of 
Shawnee. Earlier this year, he received the 
Shawnee Chamber of Commerce’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award for advancing the inter-
ests of Shawnee, which bears the imprint of 
his ‘‘good deeds, kind words and solid val-
ues’’, the Chamber stated. Born in Liberal, 
Kansas, he moved to Shawnee with his family 
in 1945, attended Shawnee Mission Rural 
High School and graduated from Kansas City 
Missouri Junior College and the Kansas City 
College of Mortuary Science. After serving in 
the U.S. Navy during the Korean War, he mar-
ried Margaret Zoll in 1953 and joined his fa-
ther’s funeral business. 

In addition to serving as president of the 
Kansas Funeral Directors Association and 
president of the State Board of Embalmers, 
Gene was an active member of the Shawnee 
Chamber of Commerce, the Shawnee Histor-
ical Society, the Shawnee Optimist Club, and 
Optimist International, where he served as 
president and district governor. He was a 
member of Merriam Christian Church, serving 
as a deacon, elder and chairman of the board. 
Additionally, he served as president and mem-
ber of the Delaware Crossing Chapter of the 
Sons of the American Revolution. He often 
spoke to groups on the history of Shawnee, 
politics, the funeral business and family re-
search, and he taught genealogy at Johnson 
County Community College. In 2007, he was 
named Shawnee Citizen of the Year by the 
Knights of Columbus Council 2332. He also 
was a charter member of the Ancient Form 
Masonic Lodge, and was a member of Scot-
tish Rite Bodies, Abdallah Shrine, Beatrice 
Chamber, and Order of the Eastern Star. 

As a member of the Kansas House of Rep-
resentatives, Gene served on the education, 
public health and agriculture committees. Ac-
cording to the Kansas City Star, when the 
Kansas Legislature approved a resolution ear-
lier this year recognizing Amos, lawmakers re-
called his humor: ‘‘One legislator told how 
Amos would pass out business cards to fellow 
committee members who he said appeared 
lifeless. He once took the pulse of a sleeping 
legislator and said he was looking for a new 
client. Then the mood in the legislative cham-
ber that day turned more somber, according to 
a transcript of the proceedings. Frank Weimer, 
who served with Amos as a state representa-
tive, spoke of Amos’ honor, generosity and in-
tegrity. ‘There isn’t a man on this earth I re-
spect more than Gene Amos,’ Weimer said.’’ 

Madam Speaker, Gene Amos is survived 
by: his wife, Margaret; son, Gregg Amos; 
daughters, Joni Pflumm and Amy Ruo (John); 
sister, Paula Ramona Upton; six grandchildren 
and one great grandson. I have known Gene 
for many years and considered him a good 
friend. I join his many friends, neighbors and 
professional colleagues in celebrating his life 
and mourning our loss. 
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RECOGNIZING THE BRAVE MEN 
AND WOMEN WHO SERVED IN 
THE VIETNAM WAR AND HON-
ORING THEIR SERVICE TO THE 
NATION 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 31, 2009 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of the brave men and 
women who served in the Vietnam War. It has 
been 50 years since our first casualties. In 
1959, Major Dale Richard Buis and Master 
Sergeant Chester M. Ovnand were ambushed 
and killed by Ho Chi Minh Vietnamese. By 
1963, 100 advisors had lost their life in Viet-
nam. After President Kennedy’s assassination, 
history would be left to President Johnson, 
who would lead Americans into one of the 
most tumultuous times in our history. 

In 1964, the reported Gulf of Tonkin incident 
resulted in a Congressional Resolution that al-
lowed President Lyndon B. Johnson to wage 
war without a formal declaration. By 1965, the 
conflict heightened and more Americans were 
subject to the draft. Casualties escalated from 
17,000 to 35,000 a month. In January of 1968, 
the North Vietnamese launched the Tet Offen-
sive, though Americans were able to obtain a 
military victory and recapture most of the area. 
However, politically the tide of support was 
turning in the United States, and the draft con-
tinued as protests became louder. Richard 
Nixon was elected President and began covert 
bombing of Cambodia in 1969. By 1973 the 
last American troops left Vietnam. 

As our American military was sent to do bat-
tle in a civil war, they had no idea of the life 
altering experience that would change them 
and their country forever. Vietnam Veterans 
are the children of the greatest generation. 
And like their fathers and mothers they did 
their job for their country, engaging the enemy 
on land, in the air, and on water—many fight-
ing to their death. In battle survival depended 
on each other. They became numb from the 
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constant threat of the war, witnessing their 
friends injured or killed. Brave medics in the 
field and the doctors, nurses and corps men at 
hospitals worked tirelessly and risked their 
lives to save countless soldiers. There was lit-
tle time to mourn those that died because no 
one knew what tomorrow would bring. How 
bravely they answered the call only to be 
scorned by many of their fellow countrymen 
and women when they returned home. 

Now fifty years later, we have a better un-
derstanding of the extraordinary sacrifice 
made by this generation of patriots. We ques-
tion, how then could we as a nation fail to un-
derstand that the soldier follows the orders of 
the Commander-in-Chief. To disagree is our 
given right but to fail to support our troops 
who are sent to battle should never happen 
again. Over 58,000 Americans died in Viet-
nam; 14,095 were just 20 years of age and 
several of them were my college classmates. 
Those men and women had their dreams and 
names forever etched in stone as a reminder 
that their sacrifice was their life. Even those 
that survived did not return unscathed. Many 
returned home with physical and emotional 
pains of war to a country that had turned a 
deaf ear to their needs. Those Vietnam Vet-
erans, like the generation before, came home 
to raise their families and continued to con-
tribute to our country. Many have passed 
away, but all have left their imprint on their 
families and our nation. 

For those families still waiting for the return 
of their soldiers, it has been a long, mournful 
time. Recently John Adam was returned home 
after missing for 41 years. On May 22, 1968, 
twenty-year-old Air Force, Senior Master Ser-
geant John Adam disappeared while serving 
in Vietnam. His remains were located near 
Laos and identified through DNA. Now one 
family has closure; however, many of our vet-
erans remain missing and the prayers con-
tinue. 

So, on September 12, 2009, fifty years after 
the first casualty in Vietnam I, as the United 
States Representative of Missouri’s 5th Dis-
trict, will host a Town Hall event at the Truman 
Library in Independence, Missouri, to honor 
the men and women who courageously served 
in that war—to finally give them the respect 
and honor they deserve as heroes of our 
country. Madam Speaker, please join me in 
thanking and appreciating the sacrifices of a 
great generation of American Patriots, our 
Vietnam Veterans. 
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TEXAS H. CON. RES. 120 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 31, 2009 

Mr. CONAWAY. Madam Speaker, at the re-
quest of the Secretary of State of the State of 
Texas, I am officially entering House Concur-
rent Resolution 120, as passed by the 81st 
Legislature, Regular Session, 2009 of the 
State of Texas, into the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 
Whereas, South Texas is on the front line 

of the battle against the fever tick, a pest 
that threatens to inflict catastrophic losses 
on the beef industry should it continue to 
spread beyond a permanent quarantine zone 
established along the Rio Grande in 1943; and 

Whereas, Historically, the fever tick 
ranged across the entire southeastern United 
States, reaching as far north as Maryland 
and Pennsylvania; the tick can carry and 
transmit a parasite that causes cattle tick 
fever, which kills up to 90 percent of infected 
cattle; in 1893, the Texas Animal Health 
Commission was founded to fight this 
scourge, and in 1907 the United States De-
partment of Agriculture established the Na-
tional Cattle Fever Tick Eradication Pro-
gram; by then, the tick had already caused 
direct and indirect economic losses esti-
mated to equal more than $1 billion in to-
day’s dollars; and 

Whereas, The eradication program had suc-
cessfully contained the fever tick to an 852- 
square-mile quarantine zone by 1943; the tick 
was never eliminated in Mexico, however, 
and personnel from the USDA Tick Force 
have maintained a high level of vigilance to 
fight continuous reintroduction; after the 
pest was detected beyond the zone in 2007, 
five temporary preventive quarantine areas 
were established, covering more than one 
million acres in Starr, Zapata, Jim Hogg, 
Maverick, Dimmit, and Webb Counties; and 

Whereas, In March 2008, the Texas Depart-
ment of Agriculture requested some $13 mil-
lion to fight the spread of fever ticks; the 
USDA released $5.2 million, and in January 
2009 it committed another $4.9 million in 
emergency funds, but sustained funding over 
the long term is essential; moreover, the Na-
tional Fever Tick Eradication Strategic 
Plan, developed and approved by the USDA 
in 2006, has never been implemented and 
funded, and Dr. Bob Hillman, the state vet-
erinarian and executive director of the Texas 
Animal Health Commission, has warned that 
fever ticks are a national livestock threat 
that requires an all-out assault; and 

Whereas, The fever tick has gained sub-
stantial ground in this state, but the Texas 
Department of Agriculture, the Texas Ani-
mal Health Commission, and the USDA Tick 
Force continue working diligently with cat-
tle owners to save a key component of the 
Lone Star State’s agricultural economy and 
prevent the battlefront from extending to 
other states; if the fever tick is not con-
tained, the cost to the cattle industry could 
easily approach $1 billion a year and lead to 
rising food costs for consumers: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the 81st Legislature of the 
State of Texas hereby memorialize the Con-
gress of the United States to make eradi-
cation of the fever tick in South Texas a pri-
ority and continue to provide appropriate 
funding and resources for this effort; and be 
it further 

Resolved, That the Texas secretary of state 
forward official copies of this resolution to 
the president of the United States, to the 
speaker of the house of representatives and 
the president of the senate of the United 
States Congress, and to all members of the 
Texas delegation to Congress with the re-
quest that this resolution H.C.R. No. 120 be 
officially entered in the Congressional 
Record as a memorial to the Congress of the 
United States of America. 

GUILLEN GONZALEZ 
TOUREILLES LEIBOWITZ, 

King of Zavala. 
DAVID DEWHURST, 

President of the Sen-
ate. 

JOE STRAUS, 
Speaker of the House. 

ROBERT HANEY, 
Chief Clerk of the 

House. 
I certify that H.C.R. No. 120 was adopted by 

the Senate on May 27, 2009, by a viva-voce 
vote. 

PATSY SPAU, 
Secretary of the Senate. 

APPROVED: June 19, 2009. Rick Perry, 
Governor. 
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FOOD SAFETY ENHANCEMENT ACT 
OF 2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 30, 2009 

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
support of the Food Safety Enhancement Act 
(H.R. 2749), and to commend the Committees 
on Agriculture and Energy and Commerce for 
their hard work in crafting the bill. 

According to a 2005 study by the Centers 
for Disease Control, each year 76 million peo-
ple (25 percent of the population) become 
sick, 325,000 are hospitalized and 5,000 die 
from foodborne illnesses in the United States. 
In recent years, the United States has experi-
enced many incidents of food contamination, 
caused by biological and man-made toxins. 
For example, in 2000, various brands of taco 
shells were found to be contaminated with ge-
netically modified corn meant only for animal 
feed. In the fall of 2006, spinach contaminated 
with E. coli bacteria resulted in more than 200 
confirmed illnesses and at least three deaths. 
In 2007, various products imported from China 
were found to contain wheat gluten contami-
nated with the industrial chemical melamine, 
which killed more than a dozen house pets. 
And recently, people across the country were 
infected with Salmonella bacteria from eating 
peanut products from a processing plant in 
Georgia. Even contaminated cookie dough 
has ended up in the food supply. 

Therefore I commend my colleagues Chair-
man Emeritus DINGELL, Chairman WAXMAN, 
Mr. PALLONE and Mr. STUPAK for their firm and 
comprehensive response to this torrent of food 
contamination incidents, and for crafting the 
bill before us today. In addition, I want to ac-
knowledge my colleague Ms. DELAURO for her 
own substantial efforts to improve food safety, 
and her contributions to this bill. It would make 
many important improvements to our food 
safety regulations, including creating an up-to- 
date registry of all food facilities serving Amer-
ican consumers, requiring foreign and domes-
tic food facilities to have safety plans in place 
to identify and mitigate hazards, and require 
high-risk food facilities to be inspected every 
12 months, and low-risk facilities to be in-
spected every 18 months. It also requires the 
Food and Drug Administration, FDA, to de-
velop a system which would expedite import 
processing for importers who agree to adhere 
to enhanced safety and security guidelines, 
and expands FDA trace-back capabilities in 
the event of a foodborne illness. 

In particular, I want to thank the Committees 
for responding to many of the concerns raised 
by the National Sustainable Agriculture Coali-
tion and constituents from my district that the 
bill would negatively impact small, family- 
owned, and organic farms. For example, the 
bill before us today provides an exemption 
from traceability and registration for direct 
farmer-to-consumer marketing, an exemption 
for food, facilities and farms that are already 
regulated by the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, and an exemption for grain and hay 
farmers from full-scale electronic traceability 
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