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United States Navy, to the Central Intelligence
Agency to Borough Hall, Robert Connor could
always be found protecting and promoting the
interests of the United States and Staten Is-
land.

After attending Boston College and the U.S.
Naval Academy, he was commissioned as an
Ensign in the Navy in November 1940 and
served on active duty throughout WWII, see-
ing action in both the Pacific and the Atlantic
Theatres.

After the war, Connor entered the Central
Intelligence Agency as an Operations Officer
and was stationed at headquarters in Wash-
ington, DC and on foreign assignment. Fol-
lowing his CIA duty, Connor worked in the
maritime industry in New York Harbor and
other North Atlantic ports.

Returning home, Robert Connor first ran for
public office in 1962. Although he was nar-
rowly defeated in his bid for Staten Island’s
Congressional seat, he would never again be
defeated in an election. The following year, he
was elected as Councilman-At-Large to the
New York City Council. From that position,
Connor was a tireless advocate for improving
the piers and harbors in the Port of New York.

In 1965, Connor was elected as Borough
President of Staten Island, a position he held
until 1977. Connor’s tenure was marked by his
commitment prudent management of govern-
ment expenses and fiscal conservatism. He
was dedicated to serving the people of New
York, placing that goal ahead of any partisan
ideology. Connor believed that neither political
party had a monopoly on good ideas, and he
was able to serve his constituents through
close personal friendships with both Demo-
cratic and Republican elected officials.

In 1977 Robert Connor again returned to
Washington, accepting an appointment as
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy from
President Carter. He served into the adminis-
tration of President Reagan, primarily rep-
resenting the Secretary of the Navy on visits
to ships and stations throughout the world.

Although he left Washington in 1981, Robert
Connor never lost interest in public service.
He continued to advocate for maritime inter-
ests through various consulting jobs including
the Port Authority of New York and New Jer-
sey and Barber Steamship Lines in Annapolis,
MD. While there, he volunteered as a coach of
the Naval Academy Sailing Squadron.

Robert Connor dedicated his life to helping
others without ever asking anyone for anything
in return. | am honored to stand here today to
both recognize and honor the life of Robert T.
Connor, Sr.
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Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, pursuant to the Republican Leader-
ship standards on earmarks, | am submitting
the following information regarding earmarks |
received as part of H.R. 3326, Department of
Defense Appropriations Act FY 2010.

Name of Requesting Member: J. GRESHAM
BARRETT

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Account Number: 0601101E 2 Defense Re-
search Sciences

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Name and address of requesting entity: The
entity to receive funding for this project is
Clemson University, located at Clemson Uni-
versity, South Carolina.

Description of earmark including amount
and spending plan: | am requesting $1.6 mil-
lion of funding for Clemson University Ad-
vanced Photonic Composites Research. This
program will be used for development of the
next generation of materials for use in optical
and laser-based communication, health, auto-
motive, and defense platforms. It will provide
the necessary coordinated and concentrated
effort to bring high information capacity, low
power consuming optical technologies to the
soldier. The research will continue to focus on
novel active and passive materials and optical
devices for advanced lighting, directed energy,
sensing and switching, as well as ways to
make their performance controllably adaptive,
such that one technology may now be used
for a myriad of applications. | certify that this
project does not have a direct and foreseeable
effect on the pecuniary interests of my spouse
or me.

———

IN CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF
FRANCIS “BUTCH” TAYLOR

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2009

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, 100 years
ago, Francis “Butch” Taylor was born in
Akron, lowa and shortly after, made the jour-
ney west with his family to California. While
completing his graduate degree in Social Work
at the University of California, Berkeley, he
married Betty Lou Taylor. Intrigued by their
common last name, they spoke, fell in love
and married in 1940. A year later Butch was
hired as the Assistant Field Director for the
American Red Cross and assigned to the Pre-
sidio Army base in San Francisco.

After the bombing of Pearl Harbor, Mr. Tay-
lor was indispensable in keeping up with the
rapidly increasing responsibilities of the Amer-
ican Red Cross as service to the military grew
exponentially. In 1943, he was dispatched with
36 other Red Cross employees on a Liberty
ship—part of a hundred-ship convoy to Alge-
ria. Upon transferring to British troopships in
the Mediterranean, the convoy was attacked
by German planes, resulting in the loss of
three Red Cross men and more than 1,100
American troops. Butch continued on to Bom-
bay and Calcutta, India and eventually arrived
in southern China, where he became Field Su-
pervisor in charge of Red Cross Services to
the armed forces in China.

After the Communists took power in China,
Mr. Taylor returned home to California and be-
came manager of the San Mateo Chapter of
the Red Cross, later assisting in its merger
with the San Francisco Chapter.

Madam Speaker, | owe a personal debt to
this remarkable man. In 1965, when | was a
teenage volunteer with the Red Cross Youth,
Butch Taylor inspired me with his passion for
public service and encouraged me to chart a
similar course. Like so many others, my life
would be very different were it not for Butch
Taylor.

Upon his retirement from the Red Cross,
Butch went to work for FEMA, serving the
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Western Region—including Guam, Hawaii and
Samoa—and assisted with floods in the Sac-
ramento Delta and other local emergencies
throughout the 1970s.

Butch and Betty Lou have two children,
Mike and Trish, and a grandson, Mark. Butch
continues to be involved with the Burlingame
Rotary Club and still attends functions every
Monday. Next year, Butch and Betty Lou will
celebrate their 70th wedding anniversary.

Madam Speaker, few men or women can
say with absolute certainty that their service
made the world a better place. Butch Taylor is
one who can. And for that, we are all eternally
grateful.

COMMANDER MARK DICKINSON

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2009

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Lieutenant Commander Mark
Dickinson, a Minnesota native with St. Cloud
and Big Lake roots, upon his retirement from
the United States Navy. After 20 years of
service, Mark is retiring from military service
but will continue to serve his country as a civil-
ian working for the Navy. | am proud to share
Mark’s distinguished career with this Congress
today.

In 1989, Mark enlisted in the Navy and
worked his way up to Petty Officer First Class
serving on the USS Kamehameha, USS Ne-
braska and PCU Louisiana. As a commis-
sioned officer, Mark served as Supply Depart-
ment Head on the USS Maryland, which,
under his leadership, won the Supply Blue “E”
awarded to the finest supply department in the
squadron and the prestigious Edward F. Ney
Award for outstanding food service- something
every sailor can appreciate!

Mark began work at Naval Reactors as
Manager of Shipbuilding Contracts in 2003. In
this role, he successfully oversaw the con-
struction, repair and modification of nuclear
powered ships and also helped negotiate the
acquisition of private shipyard facility upgrades
necessary to refueling and defueling oper-
ations of nuclear aircraft carriers. Mark’s nego-
tiation and implementation of cost incentive
programs has set the Navy up to save more
than $850 million dollars. Since 2007, Mark
has been the Deputy Director of Acquisition
and this March he assumed his current re-
sponsibilities as Director of Acquisition at
Naval Reactors where he continues to lead
shipbuilding efforts.

It is with great honor that | congratulate
LCDR Mark Dickinson on 20 years of dedi-
cated service to the United States Navy. Ma-
dame Speaker, | rise so that this Congress
may also pay tribute to Mark and wish him
and his family all the best in their future en-
deavors.

———

HONORING STAFF SGT JASON
DAHLKE

HON. JOHN L. MICA

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2009

Mr. MICA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to Staff Sergeant Jason
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