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and Lieutenant Governor of Guam, Ping would
go on to continue his service to our commu-
nity as Vice President of Financial Affairs for
the University of Guam. While there, he
helped in the growth of the university and was
instrumental in the establishment of the Ma-
rine Laboratory.

| join our community in mourning the loss of
former Senator Jose Ramirez “Ping” Duenas.
Ping was a good friend of Guam, and he de-
voted his life to serving our people. We extend
heartfelt condolences to his wife, Rosario
“Ling” Perez Duenas; his children, Joseph,
Daniel, Anthony, Gerardlyn, Carina, Thomas,
Marcella, and Julienne; his 25 grandchildren;
his 16 great grandchildren; and his many fam-
ily and friends.

God bless the family and friends of Senator
Duenas. He will be missed dearly.

———
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Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. Madam Speaker, |
rise before you today to praise and reflect
upon the career of an outstanding public serv-
ant and community leader, Adam Diaz. |
would also like to take a moment to congratu-
late Mr. Diaz on his upcoming 100th birthday.

For more than seventy years, Mr. Diaz has
been a champion for the Mexican American
community in Phoenix. A lifelong Arizonan, Mr.
Diaz was born in Flagstaff on September 29,
1909, before moving to Phoenix, where he
has lived for the past 94 years. He began his
career working at the Luhrs Hotel as a mes-
senger boy with Western Union. From this
humble beginning, he eventually became the
Superintendent of Properties for Luhrs Prop-
erties, a position he held until his retirement.
During the 1970’s, | had the occasion to see
him and his brother at Luhrs and seek his
counsel.

Mr. Diaz is noted for having been elected as
Phoenix’s first Mexican American City Council-
man in 1948. He served four years on the
council and one year as vice-mayor of the city
of Phoenix. Later, Diaz served for five years
on the Phoenix Elementary School District
Number One Governing Board.

Mr. Diaz has served on the board of direc-
tors of several community-based organizations
including The Friendly House and Chicanos
Por La Causa. He has also been actively in-
volved in many other organizations, commis-
sions, and committees such as the League for
United Latino American Citizens, the Arizona
Centennial Commission, the Governor's Con-
ference on Youth, the Boy Scouts, and the
Vesta Club.

While Chairman of the Board of Chicanos
Por La Causa, his efforts to fund senior hous-
ing for low-income Hispanics resulted in estab-
lishing Casa de Primavera, a low-income sen-
ior housing complex near 43rd Avenue and
McDowell Road. Later, President Bill Clinton
appointed him to the Task Force on Aging. In
this role, Mr. Diaz visited the White House to
discuss Social Security, Medicare and other
important senior issues with Second Lady Tip-
per Gore.

Mr. Diaz continued his work for senior citi-
zens at the American Legion Post 41, where
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he organized numerous fundraising events to
help indigent elderly buy dentures and hearing
aids, items not covered by Medicare. When
Mr. Diaz was in his 70’s, he still went daily to
the YMCA gym and assisted seniors as a
trainer in the swimming pool and weight room.

Adam has been a mentor and a friend to
many community leaders. | have been fortu-
nate to have him as a supporter, advisor and
a friend. Madam Speaker, | am honored to
recognize Adam Diaz for his extraordinary
leadership and lifelong dedication to public
service, and wish him a happy 100th birthday.

————
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Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise to congratulate Officer Bervin
Smith of the NE Dallas Police Division for win-
ning the prestigious Officer of the Year award.

According to his peers, by his own desires
Officer Smith organized the current DPD-NE
Volunteer Committee. This committee which is
now a viable organization with over 14 mem-
bers is already meeting with Deputy Chief
Lawrence at the NE Police Division on a
monthly basis at the NE station to discuss and
reactivate volunteers on a list that is over
1,000 names in the NE Division area. Deputy
Chief Lawrence is very supportive of this
group and is working with them to reduce
crime in the NE area.

Officer Smith is a dedicated officer who
wants to do his job the best that he can.

It is a privilege to recognize him for a job
well done. | am certain that he will continue to
touch the lives of many in his community. It is
a great honor to commend Officer Smith in the
United States Congress, and | wish him con-
tinued success.

——————
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Mr. HINOJOSA. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the life of Dr. Norman
Borlaug, who passed away on September 12,
2009 at the age of 95. Dr. Borlaug combated
world hunger on a global scale by revolution-
izing the science of agriculture. He developed
and introduced high-yield, disease resistant
crops and innovative agricultural techniques,
which he then spread throughout the globe.
These innovations started the “Green Revolu-
tion,” which allowed the world’s food supply to
keep up with the growth in population.
Through his work, he saved hundreds of mil-
lions of lives from hunger and starvation. His
life is testament to the extraordinary change
one person can make. He was a Great Amer-
ican and our world shall forever benefit from
his life’s work.

Dr. Borlaug was born on a farm near
Cresco, lowa in 1914. He studied forestry and
plant pathology at the University of Minnesota
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and completed his doctorate in 1942. Dr.
Borlaug led a distinguished career that
spanned more than 60 years. Much of his
work was done in Mexico at Centro
Internacional de Mejormientao de Maiz y
Trigo, or the International Maize and Wheat
Center. In 1984 he began teaching as a Dis-
tinguished Professor of International Agri-
culture at Texas A&M—College Station.
Throughout his life he continued to teach and
inspire new generations of scientists and farm-
ers. Agriculture in the 15th Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas and throughout the state has
benefitted greatly from Dr. Borlaug’s contribu-
tions.

Dr. Borlaug transformed the way the world
feeds its population. The exponential growth in
crop yields created stability and prosperity in
nations that were struggling to feed its citi-
zenry. Dr. Borlaug’s ultimate legacy is one of
world peace, which he achieved through en-
suring that a basic human need was provided
for throughout the world.

We offer our deepest condolences to Dr.
Borlaug’s friends and family: his daughter Jen-
nie Borlaug Laube, his son, William Gibson
Borlaug, and his grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

——

JOHNNY GRANT HOLLYWOOD POST
OFFICE BUILDING

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVID DREIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2009

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, there could be
no more appropriate moniker for a Hollywood
post office than Johnny Grant’s. The unofficial
mayor of Hollywood for more than half a cen-
tury, Johnny’s name is synonymous with the
community he loved and promoted so well.

It is especially appropriate that the post of-
fice at 1615 North Wilcox Avenue, just off of
Hollywood Boulevard, would bear his name,
as he managed to secure a Hollywood post-
mark, despite the fact that it's not its own city.
Only Johnny Grant could have pulled that off.
While celebrating his 84th birthday, Johnny
said that the Hollywood postmark was one of
three accomplishments of which he was most
proud, along with the Hollywood sign and the
Walk of Fame.

| had the privilege of knowing Johnny and
calling him a friend for many years. | always
admired his incredible zeal for life. He brought
a tremendous amount of energy and enthu-
siasm to everything he did—which was never
on greater display than when he tirelessly sup-
ported our Nation’s veterans. While serving in
the Army Air Corps during World War I, his
“Strictly GI” radio show was broadcast in New
York City and North Carolina, featuring stories
of interest to servicemen and women. He went
on to do 60 USO tours and personally spon-
sored trips in Korea and Vietnam to show his
deep support and commitment to our men and
women in uniform, to encourage them and
boost morale during very difficult times.

Johnny produced and hosted the Marine
Corps’ Toys for Tots telethon for ten years,
and organized countless other events raising
millions for the USO, the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, police and fire services and veterans or-
ganizations.
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