September 14, 2009

RECOGNIZING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF LINCOLN MONTESSORI
SCHOOL

(Mr. FORTENBERRY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker,
this month Lincoln Montessori School
of Nebraska is celebrating its 40th an-
niversary. Started in 1969 by Mary and
Larry Verschuur, Lincoln Montessori
School is one of the first schools in the
United States to be custom built to fa-
cilitate the Montessori curriculum.
The school has served hundreds of fam-
ilies over two generations and is fully a
part of Nebraska’s diverse educational
community.

Forty years later, Mary and Larry
are still the school’s motivating force.
They guide young children daily with
beautiful and purposeful materials,
offer after-school enrichment classes
for older children, conduct classes to
help parents understand and imple-
ment the Montessori philosophy, and
lecture on education in Nebraska and
around the world. The result: children
who are self-directed and self-dis-
ciplined, joyful, and eager to learn. The
children are free to discover the world.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the First
District of Nebraska and the United
States Congress, I thank the
Verschuurs, two extraordinary people,
for their dedication to the formation of
young children and congratulate them
on the 40th anniversary of Lincoln
Montessori School in Nebraska.

———

WELCOMING HOME PENNSYLVANIA
NATIONAL GUARDSMEN

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to praise
Pennsylvania National Guardsmen who
just arrived home after serving 8
months in Iraq. Members of the 56th
Stryker Brigade Combat Team’s First
Battalion 112th Infantry have arrived
at Ft. Dix, New Jersey. Some 1,500 U.S.
flags will line their route, along with
countless yellow ribbons placed by
Pennsylvanians who want to show
their thanks.

The soldiers come from Crawford
County and from the cities of Bradford
and Ridgway. Earlier, guardsmen from
the 2nd 112th Regiment Infantry Regi-
ment from Bellefonte and Lewistown
came home.

The brigade operated in 800 square
miles that was home to 900,000 Iraqis.
They captured some 80 hidden supply
dumps, causing severe shortages and
disrupting enemy operations.

As these men and women are re-
united with their families, we realize
the sacrifices they have made. The
child’s birth that they missed, the re-
port cards, the joys of a sports mile-
stone, they can’t replace those lost mo-
ments. But we can pause and stop and
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say thank you, and God bless and wel-
come home.

STOP THE INNOVATION TAX

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, as we
continue the debate on health care, we
must remain cognizant of the impact
on both jobs and health care innova-
tion.

That’s why I strongly oppose the new
$40 billion innovation tax on the med-
ical device industry that’s being pro-
posed in the Senate. Minnesota, and
the Third Congressional District in
particular, is home to many of the top
medical device manufacturers respon-
sible for life-saving technologies. Hun-
dreds of small businesses and entre-
preneurs in the medical technology
field also call Minnesota home.

I visited and I have met with many of
these entrepreneurs. They are hard
working. They are employers that pro-
vide tens of thousands of good-paying
jobs for Minnesotans. Moreover, these
medical breakthroughs save money,
and they improve the quality of care.

A massive new tax increase will stifle
job growth. It will stifle innovation,
and it will ultimately harm quality
health care. I strongly urge the Senate,
the President, and my colleagues to op-
pose this misguided new tax.

—————
THE PEOPLE’S RESISTANCE

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, free-
dom’s bell has sounded across this Na-
tion. It is loud; it is clear. The people’s
resistance to big, bloated government
has begun in the hearts and minds of
the American people.

It was shown in their actions over
the weekend. Over a million Americans
took time off from work, gathered up
their families, made their signs,
brought their flags and came to D.C.
with the cry for government to listen.
Their message to Congress and the ad-
ministration: We have had enough.

They have watched in stunned horror
as this Congress has made government
bigger and less accountable. Congress
has lavishly spent trillions of their tax
dollars, money that does not belong to
the government, but to the people.

Now the threat of a government
takeover of their health care has made
it personal to them. It doesn’t matter
how many times it’s said otherwise,
the American people understand what
government-run health care looks like,
and they don’t like it.

Thomas Jefferson once said: ‘“The
natural progress of things is for liberty
to yield and government to gain
ground.” But the tide is turning, Mr.
Speaker. The American resistance is
awake and on its feet and on the move.
People are not happy, and we ignore
them at our own risk.
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And that’s just the way it is.

———
CZARS IN THIS ADMINISTRATION

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, as I have been in
my own district and spoken with many
individuals who have attended my
townhall meetings, they have exercised
their right to bring their grievances be-
fore this Member of Congress.

And one of the issues they have
talked about is the question of the con-
stitutional importance of these so-
called czars. We now have over 30 czars
in this administration, those that have
not been subject to the scrutiny of con-
sideration by the United States Senate,
those who apparently have decision-
making responsibility in areas, who
have traditionally been in Cabinet
level officers, and others who have in
fact been vetted by the Senate. It
seems the longer I am here the more it
appears that political life in Wash-
ington seems to follow art.

Now, you might say we have come to
a situation in Washington, D.C. in
which we now have a new show. It’s
called ‘“‘Dancing with the Czars.” It
could last more than a full TV season
because we have more than 30 of them.
It can continue on into the summer.
It’s not a joke, it’s serious, and the
American people deserve answers.

———

PEOPLE IN THIS COUNTRY WANT
TO CUT SPENDING

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, this weekend on national television,
Mr. Axelrod, who works for the Presi-
dent at the White House, said that the
big meeting on the Mall really didn’t
amount to much, and it really didn’t
represent what the American people
think.

I don’t know what that guy is smok-
ing down at the White House, but I
think it might be illegal.

The people in this country at the
TEA parties and on the Mall this week-
end are telling every Member of Con-
gress and in the Senate they want to
cut spending. They don’t want more
government intrusion into their lives,
and they want just to be left alone.

But this body here, and my col-
leagues on the Democrat side, continue
to come up with new proposals, new
spending, and we are spending trillions
and trillions of dollars that we simply
don’t have. And our kids are going to
bear the responsibility for that because
we are not doing our job.

And, secondly, I just wanted to say
one more thing. This ACORN group
needs to be investigated. They are get-
ting access to almost $10 billion, and
we know there are an awful lot of
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